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FIRST    DAY. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1850. 

As  early  as  seven  o'clock,  this  iiscrning,  es- 
cited  groups  of  men  and  boys  were  to  be  seen 
jammed  together  at  the  entry  leading  to  the  gal- 
lery of  the  Court  Roomj  anxious  lo  obtain  iji^ 
gress,  and  tlie  bustle  among  the  crowd,  and  rush 
to  all  parts  of  the  Court  Roona  when  the  doora 
were  opened,  ahowed  the  deep  interest  and  ex- 
c-ltement  that  nniversally  prevailed. 

Some  female  witnesses  entered  the  courtroom 
eliortW  altiir  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  va- 
rioua  reporters  o(  the  public  press,  the  officers 
of  the  court  and  several  members  of  thebar,  soon 
filled  up  the  body  of  tlie  room. 

EKTRAKCEOF    THE  PRISONER. 

A  little  before  nine  o'clock,  and  gone  time  be- 
fore the  judges  took  their  pLvces  upon  the  bench, 
the  prisoner  entered,  and  immediately  took  his 
seat  ill  the  dock.  Hi«  step  was  light  and  elas- 
tic, in  crossing  towards  hi-i  place,  and  his 
countenance  betrayed  a  degree  of  calm  and  dig» 
sifsed  consposiire,  which  created  soisie  remark 
from  persons  at  the  time  in  the  court. 

On  taking  his  seat,  Professor  Webster  Biniled, 
ns  he  s.ilut'»d  several  of  his  Iriends  and  acquain- 
tances, to  some  of  whom  he  familiarly  nodded; 
and  a  stranger  would  have  taken  him  for  an 
ordinary  spectator. 

He  were  his  spectacles,  and  sat  with  ease 
and  dignity  in  t)»e  dock,  occasionally  sSsakiiig 
liands  with  evme  of  iiis  friends. 

The  couiilenance  of  the  |»rigo!ier  iiidicatcd  to 
to  the  physiognoinit^t  strong  anima!  pagaions, 
and  irascible  temperament.  The  cheek-borjes 
are  high,  and  the  mouth,  with  compressed  iipSj 
betray  great  resolution  and  firmnftss  of  charac- 
ter. The  forehead  is  inclined  to  angular,  rath- 
er low,  Ttad  partially  retreating.  Standing  below 
the  middle  height,  and  by  no  means  a  man  ol 
strong  muscular  strengdi  5  his  genera!  appear- 
ance makes  no  very  favorable  impression. 

About  nine  o'clock,  the  judge  entered  the 
eourt  room,  and  soon  every  available  place  of 
accommodation  was  jammed  up  to  excess;  the 
court  room  being  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

On  the  prisoner  being  called  upon  to  plead, 
he  stood  up  firmly  in  the  dock,  and  pleaded 
•»(  ^Q^  Gs/ILTY,"  in  a  strosg  p.ml  firm    tone  of 


voice,  and  while  zev;  rid  of  the  jurors  were  be- 
ing examined  and  q«egtioned  by  the  Court,  as  to 
whether  or  not  they  had  forjueJ  or  expressed  au 
opinion,  he  manifested  much  anxiety  as  to  the 
answers  given  in  the  course  of  the  examination. 
Officer  Edward  J.  Jones  attended  the  prison- 
er at  the  duck,  and  his  counsel,  William  D. 
Soliier,  Esq.,  dnd  Judge  Merrick,  took  their 
places  immediately  outside,  near  the  prisoner, 
and  were  actively  engnged  in  scrutinizing  the 
jury  panel,  and  attefidiug  to  the  swearing  in  of 
the  jurors. 

ASPECT  OF  THE   COURT    ROOM. 

There  was  a  degree  of  deep  solemnity  about 
the  court  room,  as  the  examinations  pro- 
ceeded, and  the  grave  appearance  of 
judges  upon  the  tench,  the  constant  buzzing 
that  prevailed  as  several  of  the  jurors  were  set 
aside,  added  to  the  iaterest  of  the  entire  prs- 
ceedings. 

Among  the  many  leading  citizens  in  Courts 
we  observed  Rufus  Choate,  E-q.,  and  several 
others  who  seemed  to  take  a  livaly  interest  in 
the  proceedings. 

When  the  jury  were  sworn,  and  the  (Jlerk 
of  the  Court  yroceeded  to  read  the  indictment, 
ths  prisoner  stood  up  in  th^  dock  and  listened 
to  the  reading  with  marked  attention. 

He  bitrayed  tha  same  degree  of  firmness  and 
resolution,  which  he  exhibited  from  the  time 
of  his  first  entrance  into  court,  and  almost  everf 
eye  was  turned  towards  him  at  the  time. 

The  proceedings  from  the  hour  oftheopea- 
ing  of  the  court,  we  give  below  in  detail. 

PaOGRSBB  OF  THE  lEIAL — EMPANHELiJKG    TKS 
JURY,    &C.,  &C. 

At  n'me  o'clock  precisely,  Chief  Justice 
Shaw  with  the  associate  Justices  Wildes,  Met- 
calf  and  Dewey  entered.  Justice  Fletcher  was 
too  ill  to  attend.  For  a  few  moments  a  death- 
like silence  pervaded  the  rriom.  an  1  V7as  first 
broken  by  Justice  Shaw,  who  ordered  the  Clerk 
to  call  over  the  nomss  of  persons  siimmoHed  .to 
serve  as  jurors  in  this  case-  the  number  amount- 
ing to  sixty-one.  George  Pratt,  Francis  F. 
Wa  lace,  John  G.  Tucker,  and  John  H.  Foster, 
sent  into  eouft  certificates  from  their  physicians 
that  they  were  unable  lo  attend  the  court  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  and  were  excused. 

Robert  E.  Newman,  Charles  G.  Greene, Ejq, 
of  the  Post,  James  A  White,  Svlvanus  Pack- 
ard, George  W.  Thayer,  and  Wm.  DufT  ap- 
peared and  made  oath_,  backed  hy  physicians' 
certificates,    ihat  their   ill    h^'alth  v/ould  not 
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permit  their  serving  on  the  Jury  without  seri- 
ous detrimeut,  and  were  excused. 

Peter  B.  Brigham  uiade  excftse  that  he  be- 
longed to  the  militia,  and  being  liable  to  be 
•called  upon  at  any  moment,  was  therefore  ex- 
empt by  the  statute  from  serving  on  a  jury. 

James  lugersoll  was  excused  on  account  of 
age. 

John  B.  Orcutt  and  Francis  G  Whiston  maria 
the  same  excuse  as  put  forward  by  P-;ier  B. 
Brigham,  and  the  validity  of  the  excuse  was 
admitted  and  they  were  discharged. 

Samuel  D.  Fiske  made  oath  that  he  resided 
out  of  the  county,  and  was  exempt  from  serv- 
ing on  a  Jury  in  Bostim.  He  was  discharged— 
thus  making  15  excused  on  the  ground  ol  ina- 
bility and  exemption  by  st'atute. 

The  Slate  Attorney,  Clifford,  now  inoved 
thai  Professor  Webster  be  placed  at  the  bar  for 
trial. 

The  Clerk  of  tlie  Court  having  ailviseil  the 
prisoner  that  he  had  a  right  to  chaiiBiige  pe 
remptoiily  twenty  of  the  jury,  proceeded  to  call 
the  names. 

William  B.  Adams'  name  was  first  called,  ar]d 
he  was  peremptorily  challenged. 

At  ihis  stage  of  the  proceeding? — 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  addressed  liiejin'ors  up- 
oa  what  the  statutes  considered  as  disqualifica- 
tions in  a  juror,  such  as  relationship,  tlie  forma- 
tion and  exprscision  nf  an  opinion,  prejudices, 
&c.,  and  initrucled  them  to  answer  under  oath, 
wlieiher  they  consiilered  themselves  as  coming 
within  the  bound.a-y  of  the  disqualifying  statuie. 

Charles  H.  Applutun's  name  was  next  called, 
but  he  answered  on  lli^^  oath,  that  he  had 
formed  an  opinion,  and  expressed  it,  upon  the 
subject.     Disqualified. 

Wtn.  li.  Baily  was  next  called,  and  was  dis- 
qualified on  the  same  grounds  as  Mr.  Apple. 
ton. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  again  addressed  the  ju- 
rors, charging  them  that  if  they  hi\d  any  such 
opinions  on  the  suliject  ol  capital  punishment  as 
would  preclude  them  irom  finding  a  verdict  of 
guilty,  under  any  circumstances,  that  they  were 
disqualified  by  stalnle,  and  were  lo  make  an- 
swer under  oath,  wlietlier  or  no  such  prejuilice 
was  entertained  by  them. 

George  Bemis,  was  opposed  to  capital  pun- 
ishment.— di:-charged. 

James  Bliss,  had  expressed  an  opinion  in  the 
premises. 

John  Borrowscale,  was  unbiased — accept- 
ed and  sworn. 

John  Bowker,  Jr.,  had  formed  and  expressed 
an  opinion — rlischargcd. 

H  Irani  Boswell,  was  prerempiorily  challenged 
by  prisoner. 

Ro'jert  J.  Byram,  accepted. 

B.  Chandler,  challenged. 

George  H.  Cliapman,  had  expressed  an  opi- 
nion and  was  discharge;!- 

D.  F.  Chikis,  was  opposed  to  capital  punish- 
ment— discharged. 

James  Crosby  was  accepted,  and  being  un- 
biased, was  sworn. 

Thos.  Cunningham — absent. 

John  E.  Daven|iort  accepted,  and  being  un- 
oicised,  was  sworn. 

Albert  Day  was  accepted  and   sworn — he  ae- 


knowledged   that     be   v.-as    soraewiiat  biased, 
tli'iiigh  not  enough  to  influence  his  verdict. 

Wm.  L.  Eaton — chalienged. 

Geo.  O.  Froiliingham — challenged. 

D.  F.  Fuller  was  nccci)ted  and  sworn,  being 
uninfluenced  by  bias  or  suhsequenily  formed 
ojiinions. 

C.  B.  Gould,  challenged. 

B.  H.  Green,  sworn— attempted  to  be  excus- 
ed on  ground  of  opposition  to  capial  punish- 
ment but  his  excuse  was  noi,  admitted. 

Daniel  Hall,  challenged. 

Arnold  Hay  ward  wets  accepted  and  sworn — 
was  unbiased. 

F.  A.  Henderson  unbiased,  accepted  and 
sworn. 

J.  B  Hughes  entertained  opinions  against 
capital  punishment,  and  was  discharged. 

Aionzo  Jones,  Jr.  had  oniied  and  expressed 
an  opinion  in  the  premises — discharged. 

Ge'o.  W.  Learned  challenged. 

M.  A    Maninms  challenged. 

Win.  Melvin  challenged. 

Ed  W  Pierce  had  expressed  an  opinion,  and 
was  discharged. 

G  C  Sanborn  challenged 

Stephen  A.  Stackpole  wis  accepted  by  piis- 
onir,  and  being  unbiased  was  sworn  in. 

The  jury  was  here  fiiied  and  sworn  iu  the 
case.     They  an: — 

junoBS. 

Tfiom.as  Barrett,  Printer; 

John  Borrowscale,  Slater; 

RohfTt  J.  Byram,  Locksmith; 

James  Crosby,  Clerk; 

John  E.  Davenport,  Painter; 

Albert  Day,  Dry  Goods  Dealer; 

Joseph  Eastis,  Merchant; 

Daniel  D.   Fuller,  Apothecary; 

Benjamin  H.  Greene,  Bookseller; 

Arnold  Hay  ward,  Carpenter; 

Frederick  A.  Henderson,  Furnisher; 

Stephen  A.  S  ackpole,  Clerk. 
Robert  J.    Byram   was  appointed  Foreman. 
The  indictment  was  then  read. 

Commonwealth  of  Mas-sachusetts— Suffolk,  to  wit : 
At  iheMnniciiial  Court  of  ttie  City  of  Boston,  begun 
ami  holden  ai  said  Boston,  within  and  for  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  on  '.he  firsi  Monday  oi -lanuary,  iu  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  ihousaud  eighi  hundred  and  fifty,  the 
.lijrorsfor  the  Coinmouweallh  of  Blassachusetts,  on 
their  onths  present,  that  lohn  W.  \\ebfter,  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  tue  county  of  Middlesex,  gentleman,  on  the 
tweiity-ifiird  day  of  Noveniber  last  i  a^r,  at  Boston  in 
tiis  comity  of  .-uti''lK,  in  and  unoi)  one  George  Park- 
man,  frlonionslv,  wilfully,  i^nd  of  bis  n->alice  afore- 
llKjusht,  did  make  an  as  lault,  and  that  he  thp  said  John 
W.  Websur,  witU  a  certain  kuife  which  he  then  ami 
there  in  his  right  hand  had.  and  held  hiin  the  said  Geo. 
Vai-kman,  in  and  upon  the  left  siue  of  the  breast  of  him 
the  said  George  Parkman,  then  and  there  ffloniowiy, 
wilfidly,  and  wiih  malice  aforethought,  did  strike,  cat, 
Stat',  and  tnrusl,  tiyins  to  the  said  Georse  Parkraan, 
then  and  iherewihthe  knife  aforesaid,  m  abd  up  u 
llio  left  side  of  the  bre  u  t  of  him  ihe  said  George  Park- 
man,  one  inonal  wound  of  ttie  length  of  one  inch,  and 
of  ihe  depth  of  three  inches,  of  which  said  mortal 
wouMd  th;  a.iid  George  Parkin'sn  then  and  there  jn- 
stindv  die.i  And  so  trie  Jurors  aforesaid  upon  tleir 
oaihs  itcires-tdd  do  suy  ti(a-'  the  said  Jorin  W.  Webstef 
bi,n  ih- s<)id  t-ciirte  Pa:kraan,  in  manner  and  fo  m 
j.ioftsuiit,  iDen  and  there  telf^n  ously,  wil-ully,  ftud  of 
his  m  d  ca  all  reihoai>it,  d  d  kd'  snd  murde',  as-dnst 
ihepBaceoJ  the  Coinmoiiwealih  aforesa  d,  and  oon- 
trsry  lo  the  ftrm  of  the  Sialute  la  such  case  maue  and 
provided.  ,    .  ^      , 

And  the  J  irors  aforesaid  upon  ti^eir  oath*  alcrfs,ii 
do  further  present  that  the  said  .John  W.  Wetipter,  at 
B'Pton  if  .>esa'd,inthec(mEtyafo.>-esn  don  (hetwei.ty- 
thifd  d^y  of  November  last  jiast,  iii  and  upon  the  sa'd 
Georse  I'ailiiiian,  fe]'juicu--ly,  wiliully,  and  cf  his  mal- 


ice  aforethought  did  make  au  assault,  and  that  he  the 
said  John  W.  Webster  tlien  and  there  with  a  c-ertaiu 
liammerwliich  lie  llie  said  .John  W.  Webster  iu  botli 
his  hands  then  and  there  held,  hijn  the  snid  George 
Parkraan,  tlieu  and  there  lelonioissly,  wilfully,  and  of 
his  malice  aforethought  did  strike,  giving  unto  him  the 
said  George  farkman,  then  and  there  wiiU  the  hammer 
aforenaid,  in  and  upon  thehewl  of  him,  thesaid  George 
I'arkman  one  mortal  wound,  of  which  said  mortal 
■wound  he  the  said  George  Karkman  then  and  there  in- 
stantly died,  and  so  the  Jurors  aforesaid  do  say  that  the 
said  John  W.  Webster  him  the  said  George  farkman, 
iu  manner  and  form  aforeaaid,  then  and  there  felonious- 
ly, wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought  did  kill  and 
murder,  against  the  peace  of  said  i  ommonwealth  and 
coiilrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  suoh  case 
made  and  provided.  And  the  Jui'ors  aforesaid,  upon 
their  oai.h  albresaid,  do  further  uresont  that  the  s-id 
John  W  Webster,  of  Bftston,  aforesaid,  in  the  c  unty 
aforeaaid,  on  the  23d  day  of  IN  '•vember,  la-t  past.in  aud 
upuii  the  body  of  the  baid  George  Parkman,  felonious- 
ly, willully,  and  of  his  malice  a  orethought,  did  make 
an  assault,  and  that  thesaiJ  Johu  W  Webster,  then  and 
there,  with  his  hands  and  feet,  him  the  said  George 
IParkman,  ielouioualy,  wilfully  and  of  his  m^licc  afi^rc- 
th'Jught,  did  strike,  beat  and  kick  on  an-d  upon  the 
head,  breast,  back,  belly,  sides,  and  other  parts  of  the 
body  ot  him  thesaid  George  Ps.rkmin,a  d  d.d  then  and 
there  felo.iiouslv,  wilfully,  aiid  of  his  malice  al's.'e- 
Ihought  cast  and  throw  down  the  said  George  fark- 
man unto  and  upon  tue  floor  with  greit  force  and  vio- 
lence there,  giving  unto  thesaid  George  Parkman  then 
and  there,  as  well  by  bcatiuj  and  strikmg  i-nd  k-ckuig 
hira  th«  said  George  Parkma  >  down  as  afore.said,  sev- 
eral mortal  strokes,  wounds  and  bruises,  in  and  upon 
the  head,  breast,  back,  belly,  sides  an  <  other  parts  of 
the  body  of  him  the  aaid  Gferge  Pa  kman,  of  whi<h 
said  mortal  stroke.-?,  wounds  and  bruises,  he  the  .sai.j 
O«orge  Parkman  then  and  there  in.stantly  died,  and  si 
the  jurors  atoresaid  do  say  that  the  said  John  W  Web- 
ster him  the  said  George  l^arkcnan  in  man.-ier  ana  iorm 
aforesaid  then  and  thsre  ftloniously,  wilfully,  aiiu  of 
his  malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  against 
the  peace  of  said  Coinmoinveallh,  and  contrary  to  ihe 
form  of  ihe  staiute  in  suchc.ise  jiiadean  i  provid.-d. 

And  the  Jurors  aforesrid,  uoon  their'  ortlis  albresaid, 
do  further  present  that  the  said  John  W.  Webster  nt 
):i0slo.j  aforesi'd,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  inacertaiu 
buildhig  known  as  the  »^edical  C(dlege,  tnere  situate 
onth«23dcay  of  November  last  past  upon  the  ^aid 
Geor.re  Parkman,  feloniOusW,  wlfully,  a'  d  (.f  his  mal- 
ice aforethoughl,  did  make  an  ar^sijii  on  him  the  sa  d 
George  Parkman,  in  some  W'-y  a.d  manner  and  by 
some  meaiLs,  instruments  and  weapons,  to  the  Jury  un- 
known, did  then  an  i  there  ieloniously^  wilfiify,  and  of 
his  malice  sforethr  ught,depri\rft  of  Ju'e,  so  that  he  ihe 
said  George  Parxman,  then  and  there  did,  and  so  the 
Jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  say, 
that  the  said  John  W.  Webster  him  the  said  George 
Parkman,  in  the  manner  and  by  the  me  ms  afor.  said, 
to  the  Jurors  unknown,  then  and  there  f'^ioniouslj, 
w.lfully,  and  of  his  malice  aiorethought,  did  kiil  and 
murder,  sgaust  the  i.eare  and  oignity  of  the  Oonrmon- 
wedllh  aforesaid,  and  Contrrry  to  the  form  of  llie  Stat- 
ute in  such  case  made  and  provide  I. 

Danl.  Rho.^^des, 
Foreman  Grand  Jury. 

John  H.  Clifford,  Attorney  Generi.1. 

The  reraainiiig  jurors  were  now  dismissed 
from  furtlier  attendance  until  Curtliernotice. 

Tiie  confusion  incident  to  the  retiring  of  llie 
jurors  having  subsided,  the  Afturney  Geueinl  of 
rvlassacLuisetls,  the  proiecuting  officer  in  bcliaU" 
of  the  State,  now  rose  to  address  the  jury. 

ME.  clifford'c;  opening  aegument. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury: — In  a  case  of  sue!)  iu.- 
portance  as  the  present,  none  of  iis,  it  need  not 
l>e  said,  but  must  feel  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  the  necessity  of  keeping  himself  free  from  aU 
excitement  that  may  prevail,  or  that  has  pre- 
vailed— for  excilement  in  this  case  h.is  affected 
the  whole  commnnity.  Bnt  here,  in  the  calm, 
clear  light  of  this  teirj^ile  of  justice,  we  are  to  in- 
vestigate the  facts  connected  with  it,  simply  on 
the  evidence  that  is  to  come  before  us.  VVe 
are  all  engaged  here  in  services  not  of  our  own 
seeking — but  services  that  are  impoee.d  upon  ns 
by  various  obligations — services  to  tlie  Common- 


wealth, to  the  community  and  to  tlie  prisonei  at 
the  bar.  Ttie  Grand  Jury  ol'  this  county,  alter 
a  patient  investigation,  upon  thi^ir  oaths, 
have  charge.!  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  iviih  the 
crime  ol  muriler,  and  you  have  been  selected 
from  among  the  mass  of  your  fellow  citizens,  to 
hear  (he  evidence,  to  listen  to  all  the  answers, 
and  receive  suoh  mstruciiuns  as  will  enable  you 
to  apply  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  then  pro- 
nounce upen  the  issue.  This  is  your  high  re- 
sponsibility, and  the  evidence  to  be  produced 
will,  I  tru=t,  lead  you  to  so  ne  such  result  as 
will  satisfy  your  own  minds  and  convictions,  as 
to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner. 

The  learned  counsel  next  proceeded  to  say 
that  an  idea  was  couimon  in  the  community,  to 
the  elTect  that  it^was  in  contemplation  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecuiioi  m  press  this  trial 
and  pro.?ecuiion  beyond  thobe  limits  tl-at  occur 
in  ordinary  cases  of  such  a  character.  He  re- 
pudiated suck  au  idea,  and  if  such  a  demand 
were  made  upoa  hint,  he  would  n.it  hold  his 
official  position  for  one  hour.  He  appeared  oa 
that  trial  for  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  pro- 
tect its  rights,  as  well  as  to  perform  jii.^  duties 
Willi  fairness  to  the  prisoner.  With  this  view- 
he  would  confine  himself  to  plain  and  simple 
statement  of  facts  ;  and  not  pre-occupy  their 
minds  or  forestall  their  Ojjinions  by  any  re- 
marks, not  consistent  with  hii  jiublic  duty.  He 
would  contp-nt  hiiii.?elf  vith  presenting  such  a:i 
outline  of  f  c-s,  only  as  were  in  possession  ot 
ihe  Government,  and  gucli  as  would  facilitate 
the  enquiry  they  had  to  mBke.  That  enquiry 
involved  two  general  propositions.  Fi.-st, 
wheiber  the  late  Dr.  Parkman  was  murdered? 
and  second,  whether  the  prisoner  had  commit- 
ted the  murder  7  He  would  bejible  to  show,fcy 
evidence  the  most  utiexcfpiionpble,  that  Dr. 
Parltrnan  was  alive,  in  good  health  and  cheer- 
ful Sjiirils,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  he  was 
missing.  That  lie  was  engaged  on  that  day, and 
up  to  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  of  one  o'- 
clock in  the  afternoon,  was  seen  alive,  enterin.g 
the  Medical  College  in  North  Grove  street.— 
They  would  be  able  to  show,  that  he 
did  not  re-turn  home  that  evening,  a 
fact  ia  itself  which  would  appear  the 
more  remarkable,  as  he  had  been  alv.'ays 
scrupulously  careful  of  being  at  home, 
among  his  family,  never  abi-eiiling  himself, 
without  intimating  such  intention  to  them.  He 
was  bound  up  with  his  family,  and  on  the  very 
morning  ol  the  day  he  was  missing,  he  was 
admini-itering  to  tlie  wants  of  a  sick  chamber, 
St  home  H  <vii;g  purchased  a  quantity  of  let- 
tuce, which  he  intended  to  take  home,  on  that 
day,  he  left  it  in  a  shop  adjoining  the  medical 
Cfdlegp,  and  to  that  shop  did  not  return.  His 
friends  then  became  alarmed.  They  v/aited 
until  next  morning,  and  then  a  general  search 
was  commenced  throughout  the  city,  on  Satur- 
day. The  police  were  summoned  to  aid  in  the 
investigation,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  it 
|)ecttme  apparent,  that  Dr.  Parkman  had  met 
witti  foul  play.  Notices  were  then  posted 
throughout  the  city,  and  everywhere  that  his 
friends  were.  They  were  informed,  that 
he  was  seen  as  late  as  5  o'clock  on  Friday  af- 
ternoon, on  the  day  he  was  missing,  and  in 
tracing  these  remarks,  it  was  ascertained,  ou 
fo] lovving  them  up  that  it  turned  out  the  parlies 
were  mistaicen  in  respect  to  the  tim.e  at  which 


l?iey  had  sec-Q  him.  Haurlhills  were  thavs  post- 
ed up,  ofil'iing  l>ie  most  libsrai  rewards,  and 
whatever  migtit  have  bee.i  the  hopes  or  (?x|>e.c- 
lalions  of  i.hose  who  o/Tfred  ihem,  lo  the  nmount 
of  some  $3(iO0,  the  conjecltire  in  the  ea<l  was 
that  Dr.  Parkman  v/as  not  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  Ill  the  course  of  Tues<iay,  the  r«llowing 
(lay,  his  friends  lear»e.d  fjttm  the  prisoner,  that 
he  had  be«ii  in  Dr.  Parkiitati's  coiTipany  about 
two  or  llsree  y'cii>ck  oa  the  FrLiay.  This  was 
alter  the  posliug  o[  the  notices,  aad  the  circura- 
stdtices  he  would  take  occasion  to  advert  to 
again.  The  search  was  cooliniiod  throaahont 
the  week,  uni.il  the  foHowiug  Friday,  and  it 
may  here  be  siDl^xl  that  as  far  as  it  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  goveminent,  there  ex- 
isted HO  evidence  to  show  that  Dr.  Parkman 
was  seen  after  be  entered  the  raedical  college. 
He  would  state  that  in  order  to  show  the  jury, 
how  thoroughly  the  search  was  made,  that 
the  rivers  aud  the  dwelling  houses,  every 
where  were  searched.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  there  was  a  search  at  the  Medical 
College,  in  tjie  rooms  occupied  by  Dr.  Webster. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  suspicion  attached 
to  Dr.  VVebsier.  On  the  30lh  of  November, 
the  Friday  following,  in  a  vanlt  and  privy 
were  found  part  of  the  reinains  of  a  human  body 
consisting  of  the  pelvis,  the  right  ihigh,  and 
part  of  the  left  leg,  and  with  them  some  towels 
upon  which  were  marked  the  initial?  of  the 
prisoner.  There  were  also  f  lund  in  a  furnace 
ij.  great  number  of  pieces  of  bones  belonging  to 
a  human  body,  which  were  mutilated,  and  there 
were  found  in  the  laboratory  in  a  remote  corner, 
a  tea  che^t  covered  with  a  quantity  of  minerals, 
and  embedded  in  a  layer  of  tan  some  parts  of  a 
human  Leing.  These  remains  were  submitted 
to  the  examination  of  competent  medical  and 
Sicientific  men.  The  whole  v/ere  put  together 
and  found  to  correspond  in  every  particular. 
The  evidence  would  show  that  these  remains 
belonged  to  a  person  like  Dr.  Parkmas,  who 
was  about  60  years  of  flge.  The  height  of  the 
owner  while  living,  must  have  been  about 
five  feet  ten  inches  and  a  half— taking  the 
average  from  the  missing  parts.  The  witnesses 
would  explain  how  tiiey  arrived  at  such  conclu- 
sion, namely,  that  the  height  must  have  been 
about  five  feet  ten  and  a  half  inches.  They 
would  be  ahle  to  show  also  that  among  the  fiag- 
inents  of  bones  lound  in  the  furnace  and  intiie 
tea  chest,  not  one  fragment  was  met  with  that 
could  be  called  a  duplicate — that  is,  that  the 
whole  when  placed  together,  showed  that  they 
beloQg^-d  to  different  parrs  of  one  human  body, 
and  could  not  belong  to  two  Dr  more  bodies. 
There  was  also  evidence  to  show  that  some  of 
the  bones  or  fragments  that  v/ere  found,  were 
fractured,  btlore  ever  they  v/ere  subjected  to  the 
aedoa  of  fire.  Th-sy  would  also  introduce  in 
evidence  a  block  of  mineral  leeth,  which  were 
found  in  the  chest,  and  which  they  could  prove 
were  made  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  this  city,  were  made  by  him  for  Dr. 
Parkroan,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1846.  This 
circumstance  was  so  strong,  and  the  gentleman 
could  prove  it  so  conclusively,  that  if  he  saw 
these  same  mineral  teeth  anywhere,  even  be- 
yond the  seas,  he  v/ouid  he  able  to  prove  that 
he  made  them  for  Dr.  Patkman — such  v/as their 
peculiar  characteristics.  This  v/ould  be  shown 
by  the  tesiimony.of  Dr  Keep,  a:id  that  the  bone 


of  Dr.  Parkman's  jaw  had  a  peculiarily 
it,  that  no  other  human  bei  ig  could  hav®'  *^ 
would  appear  alsolrom  the  evidence,  that  i^®^® 
mineral  teeth  must  have  bf^en  cast  into  the  ^'^^' 
nace  where  they  v/ere  found  in  connection  witls 
the  part  of  the  head  found  there.  This  would 
be  proved  by  medical  men.  The  boues  .of  the 
right  lower  jaw,  they  would  also  be  able  to 
show,  were  broken— and  that  these  bones  be- 
longed to  Dr.  Parkman.  This  was  to  be  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  evidence  v/hich  they 
intended  to  produce  in  connection  with  the 
Medical  College.  There  one  or  two  points  to 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  advert,  that  the 
thorax  fjuud  in  the  tea  chest  exhibited  a 
perforation,  which  plainly  shows  the  taking 
away  ot  a  portion  of  the  bone,  entertaining 
near  the  region  of  the  heart.  This  they  could 
prove  by  chemital  analysis.  It  wou;d  also 
be  showii,  that  Jhese  remains  could  not  be  those 
el  a  subj,',ct  for  a  medical  college;  they  would 
also  offer  evidence  to  show  a  business  connec- 
tion between  the  prisoner  and  Df.  Parkman 
commencing  in  the  year  1842,  ot  a  pecuniary 
character;  andth.t  aith<;  time  of  this  occur- 
rence, all  the  personal  property  of  Dr.  Webster 
was  under  mortgage  to  Dr.  Parkman.  Dr. 
Parkman  was  a  large  property  bolder  in  this 
city— he  was  a  man  that  was  liberal  in  his  do- 
nations, and  a  just  man,  and  scrupulously  care- 
ful and  exact  in  his  pecuniary  dealings — honor- 
able in  his  transactions,  he  would  endeavor  to 
exact  the  same  from  others.  In  1342  he  gave 
a  sum  of  S400  oa  mortgage  to  Dr.  Webster — he 
made  an  advance  of  this  certain  sum  of  money, 
and  arising  out  of  this  transaction  Dr.  P.  took 
the  montgage  on  Dr  VV's  per.sonal  property  con- 
sisting of  his  houselioid  furnitiu'e  and  his  cabmet 
of  minerala.  In  1849,  a  (riend  of  Dr.  Webster 
had  ;in  interview  with  Dr.  Paikman,  when  it 
appeared  ilwt  a  sum  of  ^436,97  was  due  bjihim 
to  Dw  Parkman.  About  this  period,  the  friend 
in  question  stated  thai  his  (Webster's)  property 
was  sold  to  himself,  he  being  the  brother  in-law 
cil  Dr.  Paikraai)„  This  property  iieing  under 
monoaee,  it  will  be  recollected,  at  the  time 
when  Dr.  Websterrmade  this  proposiiion,  toMr. 
RoiwriG.  Shaw,  the  party  in  question.  On 
this  occasion,  Dr.  Webster  represented  his  ne> 
cessilies  as  great,  and  that  an  officer  was  about 
to  enter  lus  house  and  seize  his  prnperty.  Mr 
Shaw  said  he  ivould  give  him  ^1200.  Subse- 
quently Doctor  Paikman  learned  of  this  traws- 
ler  by  Professor  Webster  to  Mr.  R.  G.  fc^haw, 
and  was  displeased  at  it.  After  this  he  con- 
stantly pres.^ed  Dr.  Webster  for  die  amount  of 
the  morigage.  Dr.  Webster  then  promised  to 
pay  hira  when  he  would  receive  the  amount  o! 
the  proceeds  o!  his  lectures.  He  had  a  profes- 
sojship  at  Harvard  Co!i(:'ge5  and  also  at  the 
medical  college.  He  promised  this  when  he 
would  receive  the  amount  of  the  tickets  for  his 
lectures.  These  lectures  commenced  on  the  7ih 
of  November  last,  and  Dr.  Parkman,  as  early 
as  the  9tli  of  Nov.,  called  on  him,  to  compel 
liiin  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  tickets.  Dr, 
Webster  then  requested  hiin  to  wait  further; 
that  he  h.id  not  received  the  money  for  his  tick-. 
ets;  and  induced  him  to  wait  for  further  time/ 
that  there  were  already  debts  hanging  over  hiin 
to   some   large   amount  by  hie  fyllow  professor. 
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Dr.    Bigelow.       Some    time  a((ervv;ird3.    Dr.  in  which  tlie  remains    were    found,  embedded  hi 

Parkmaii  cullel  on   Mr.  Petty,    Dr.    Webster's  (an,  there  v/ere  found  over  ilie  whole,  a  layer  of 

agent,  to  send  a   message  to    Dr.    Websier,   to  minerals-     Then  it   wonhl  iippear  that  on  Mon- 

the  eflfect  ihat  \\c  was  "a  <lishoiiest  and  disiion-  day  Dr  Webster  gave  instructions  to  the  express 

orable  man  "     On   9Lh    November    Dr.    Park-  man  to  bring  him  certain  things  from  Cambridge 

man   called   on   Dr.    Webster  again,  and  with  — and  also  that  he  was    directed  to    bring  some 

great  decision  demanded  that   something  should  faggots.  Tnat  again  he  went  to  the  place  where 

be  done  about  the  debt.     On  the  day  following,  Dr    Websier  used  to  leave  the   kev  and  it  was 

he  writes  to  him  to  the   same  effect,  and  on   the  not  left  there,   also— that   Dr.    Websier   stated 

23J    Novemb-r,     Dr.    Webster   called    at   the  ihat  Dr.   Parkxnaii  was   teen   that  day,    going 

residence  of  Dr.    Parkman,  and  made   an   ap-  over  to  Cambridge.     His  manner  uj>on  this  oc- 

pointmentwithhimtomeethim  at   1^  o'dock  casion  it  would   be  shown    was   peculiar,  and 

that    day,    in    ordtr  to   pay   him    the  money,  his  declarations  woud  be  shown   were  irrecon- 

lo  come  to  his  room.     At  this  lime,  it  would  be  eilabie  wun  each   other.     They  would  be  able 

recollected,  that  the  rooms  were  vacated  by  the  to  show  that  he  got  constructed  a  Un  box,  of 

students.     In  a  coaversation  with  a  party  who  sucha  descripUon  as  he  had  never  used  before, 

would  be  produced,  he  made   these  remarks  at  "inch  had  bten  said  in  relation  to  moral  duties 

the      same     time,    "that      he     would      have  m  connection  with  this  case,  but  on  the  other 

no      further      to      do      with     Doctor      Park-  hand,  they   were  going  to  show    mute   nature 

man  — that       be       had      suffered       enough  speakingoutm  this  matter.     The  leai^aed  coun- 

frora  him  already      A  check  for    ^'BO,  v.-hich  he  sel   again  adverted   to   the  vi^-ii  to  the    privy 


had  received,  and  which  it  would  be  shown  he 
had  in  his  possession,  was  put  in  the  Chai  les- 
town  River  Bank  by  him,  the  day  after  Dr. 
Parkman  was  mis:<ia=f.  0»  Friday,  that  same 
day,  they  would  also  be  able  to  sliow  that  Dr. 
Webster  remained  until  a  late  hour  after  candle 
light;  that  he  was  there  again  on  Saturday,  and 
also  on  Sunday;  that  the  doors  which  he  u&nally 
lelt  onfastened  when    he  was  from    the    college. 


and  ciimineiited  upon  tlie  dcclaratimis  made 
to  Mr.  Litllefield,  who  suspected,  he  went 
on  to  say,  that  Dr.  Websier  knew  more  than 
any  body  else,  about  this  horrid  murder — Mr. 
Litllefield  communicated  his  suspicions  of 
Dr.  Webster,  ?.nd  believing  the  facts,  during 
the  whole  of  that  week,  he  acted  with  perfect 
coHbistency  in  that  college.  He,  on  ThuTsda3/, 
determined  to  make  an  entrance  to  the  doctor's 
room,      nd   commenced   the   work,    and   made 


were  then  fastened  and    locked;  that  the  key  of  something  of  an  apuroach  to  it;  he  communica- 

oiie  of  those  doors,  which  was  usually  left  depos-  ^^^   j^jj;  suspicioiis  to  others,   and   on  Friday 

ited  in  one  place,  was  removed  and  carried  away  morning  follov;ing  up  the  advice  of  Dr.  Bige- 

by  him  from  the   college.     Tha     on    Saturday,  bv/,  he  set  his  wife  to  work,  to  watch  Dr  Web- 

when  it  was    usual  to   clean    up  the  rooms,    the  star's  approach.     He    would   next    call  atten- 

janitor  went  into  Dr.  Webster's  room,  and  when  lion    to    ihe  lestimony    to    be    introduced    by 

be  attempted  to  g(>  down  to  the    laboratory,    he  Doctora       Jacob      anci       Henry        Bigelow; 

was  driven  back  by  the  Dr.,  who  would    notal-  fhowiug     that    Dr.      Webster's    declarations 

low  him  to  pass  through.     Dr.    Webster's  reia-  were  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  incon- 

tions  with  Dr.  Parkman's  family  would    also  be  sislent  with  his  own  belief.     He  charged  ihim 

shown  in  evidence,   and   the    circumstances  at-  with  being  conspirators,  and  his  whole  demean- 

tendiiig      the       first      disclosuie,     when      he  or.  after  his  arrest,  up  to  the  time  of  his  being 

stated  to  aome  of  the  family  that   he    saw  Dr.  taken  lo  the  police  court,    s-howed  nothing  but 

Paikman  as  late  as  five  o'clock,  on  the  evening  inconsistency.      They  would  show  a  complete 

that  he    was  missing.     Many   other   facts    and  change     in     the     manner    of    Doctor     Web- 

circnmstances  connected  with  this    part   of    the  sler     all     from     this     time    ^  That     he     then 

evidence  tending  to  show    incon^stency   on  the  ^'''  the  first  time  abked  Liuleneld,  if  he  was  a 

part  of  the  prisoner,  would  be  introduced  in  the  ^'•««  ^^ason,    and  whether   he   had    purchased 

lesiimony.     It  woul.i  also  be  .hown  that  Thurs-  ^}^  Thanksgiving  dinner,  and    his   offering  to 

day,  the  29.h  of  November,  was   Thanksgiving  g»'e  !i*n»   the  price   of  a   turKey   at   the  lurte, 


Day,  and  that  Friday  Dr.  Webster  could  have 
no  busineps  in  the  College.  That  at  tha)  particu- 
lar time,  he  vfanted  no  fires  st  hie  rooms — and 
yei  he  had  fires  o(  more  intense  heal  tliaii  ever 
was  known  there  before.  They  would  also  be 
able  to  show  that  siboiit  this  period,  he  made  a 
purchase  of  several  large  fiah  hooks — that  on 
the  Friday  following  the  disappearance  of  I>r. 
Parkman,  there  was  found  a  large  grapple,  and 


which  was  the  first  time  he  ever  aid  so  in  bis 
life. 

The  learned  counsel  here  adverted  to  the 
manner  its  v/hieh  the  iadiclment  was  drawn. — 
the  counts  being  drawn  up  in  conformity  with 
ihe  laws  ol  the  Commonwealth;  and  coHclud<'d, 

His  address  occupied  precisely  two  hours  asd 
twenty  minutes,  and  the  bad  accoijfimodalions. 
the  difficulty  of  hearing,  from  the  remote  cor- 
ner in  which  our  reporter  was  located,  rendered 


the    fish-hooks    were    (asti-ned  on    a    very  pe-    it  almo^l  impossible  to  catch,  v/ilh  accuracy,  a 
culiar  species  of  twine, anil  that  around  Ihe  thigh    single  sentence  that  fell  from  him. 


above  was  some  of  the  same  tied,  and  put  sn 
with  a  hook,  which  were  part  and  pairel  of 
these  very  articles  found  on  the  premises.  Then 
in  respect  to  live  prisoner's  deportment  and  con- 
duct on  the  occasion  of  his  beins;  called  upon  by 


Mr  Clifford  now  moved  to  introduce  testimony 
in  behalf  of  the  Government. 

ESAMIK.'iTlON  OF  WITNEiiSES. 

Charles  M  Kh^gslky  called — !  have  been 


Mr  Kingsley,  Dr    Parkman's   agent,  who  went  the  agent  ol  Dr   Paik.oan  since   April  or  May, 

there  with  officers  to  make   another  search,  and  1836;  I  was  accustomed  to  see  him   once  a  day 

went  through  the  rooms.      That  it  was  also  slat-  at  least,  and   olten    more    tlian  th.it;   Dr   Park- 

ed  the  privy  w.!S  a  private  privy.     They    would  man  owns  considerable   property   near   the  Col» 

also  show,  I  hat  during  the  search,  the  lea  chest  legej    I   reside   in    I'bssons  street;     the    Doc- 
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tor  has  an  estate  near  my  residence; 
I  used  to  call  at  his  house  and  he  would  some- 
times call  at  mine.  Ou  the  afiernoou  of  his 
disappearance  I  wished  to  see  him  and  called 
at  his  house  in  Walnut  street  before  3  o'clock, 
and  was  told  that  he  had  not  been  home  to  din- 
ner—his usual  hour  was  2^  o'clock,  he  was 
usually  very  punctual  in  his  engagements— I 
left  word  where  I  could  be  found,  that  afternoon 
heard  nothing  from  him  in  ibe  aflernooa  and 
went  to  his  bouse  early  the  nexi  morning  a'ld 
learned  that  he  had  not  been  home  during  the 
niglit,  I  was  told  tliat  he  had  an  engagement 
to  meet  a  person  at  half-mst  one  o'clock  on  the 
preceding  day;  at  once  began  to  seek  wiiii 
whom  the  engagement  was  made;  I  traced  the 
Dr.  to  Washington  street,  to  Court  Square, 
and  h'om  thence  out  into  Cornhiil  Square,  near 
Joy's  buildings,  thence  into  Water  and  Devon- 
shire streets,  then  into  Exchange  and  State 
streets  to  Court  street,  and  back-  to  Stale  St., 
tlience  into  Lynde  street.  Vine  and  Blossom 
streets,  and  in  this  latter  place,  I 
learned  from  the  boy  that  Dr.  Parkinan  had 
been  there  the  day  'lefore,  at  about  half-past  one 
o'clock,  and  purchased  lettuce  there,  but  had  not 
carried  it  away.  I  afterwards  traced  the 
Doctor  to  Grove  street,  and  to  the  Medical 
College.  I  continued  my  search  until 
tlie  middle  of  Saturday  night;  on  Saturday 
afiernoon  the  first  reward  was  offered  through 
the  presses;  in  what  papers  it  vv;is  ofi'ered  I 
doa't  recollect;  afterwards  on  Saturday  got  hold 
of  a  story  that  he  had  been  seen  in  East  Cam- 
bridare  at  the  Registry  of  Deeds;  did  not  go  un- 
til I  had  examined  the  h-juses  belonging  to  the 
Dr.  on  the  jail  lands  ;  went  the  next  day  to 
1  East  Cambridge,  where  1  remained  untill  11 
o'clock  A.  M.  I  next  returned  to  Boston,  and 
went  to  the  College  with  constable  Starkweath- 
er; we  went  all  over  the  building  and  dissecting 
room,  and  looked  into  the  large  vault  foi  recep- 
tion of  the  offal  from  the  dissecting  rooms,  we 
didn't  go  to  the  cellars,  we  went  into  Profes- 
sor Webster's  room— it  was  th-n  a  quarter  or 
half  past  11  o'clock,  we  found  the  room  door 
locked. 

Here  the  court  adjourned  until  half  past  3 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

AFTEHNOON  SESSION. 

The  court  entered  and  recommenced  proceed- 
ings. 

Continuatkm  of  the  examination  of  Mr.  Kinf(8- 
ley. 

I  think  I  was  accompanied  to  the  Medical 
College  in  company  with  officer  Starkweather 
and  Mr.  Littlefield;  we  had  knocked  once  witli- 
oufgaining  admittance,  and  Mr.  Starkweather 
had  just  turned  to  go  down  stairs,  when  Little- 
field  said  that  the  Professor  was  in,  a..d  that 
we  could  gain  adinittance;  Professor  Webster 
soon  came  to  the  door  but  did  not  |)ay  much  at- 
tention, or  speak  to  us ;  we  entered  and  went 
through  his  rooms  and  then  went  down  stairs; 
on  the  fallowing  day  1  again  went  to 
the  college  in  company  with  officers  Clapp,Rice 
and  Fuller. 

We  went  into  Litilefield's  apartments  and 
searched  every  room— also  Ms  coats  and  panta- 


loons, we  made  quite  a  thorough  search  of  the 
apirtmenls  and  looked  under  the  beds,  &c. 
We  don't  know  but  that  we  might  find  some 
papers  or  documents  belonging  to  Dr.  Parkman. 
We  afterwards  went  down  into  the  cellar  thro' 
a  trap  door  and  then  to  the  apartments  of  Pro- 
fessor Webster.  Professor  VVebs-ter  came  to 
the  door.  Mr.  Clapp  stated  to  him  that  we 
had  come  to  maite  a  search  of  the  whole  build- 
ing and  also  of  the  neighborhood.  Mr. 
Clapp  said  that  as  an  oflicer  he 
was  obliged  to  go  where  he  was  sent,  but  that 
no  suspicion  rested  on  any  one  attached  to  that 
Institution;  we  then  entered  the  Laboratory; 
Mr.  Clapp,  after  looking  through  the  Laboratory 
approached  a  small  private  room,  upon  which 
Prol'essor  Webster  tohl  him  that  he  kept  his 
valuable  and  dangerous  articles  there,  and  so  he 
did  not  go  into  the  room,  contenting  himself  with 
merely  looking  in  through  the  half  opened  door; 
1  looked  into  the  furnace  of  that  room,  and  per- 
eeived  a  quantity  of  ashes  in  tlieie  ; 
we  afterwards  went  down  into  the  lower  room 
on  Satuiday,  and  on  looking  into  the  furnace, 
I  perceived  a  bright  hre  burning  but  no  ashes 
beneath  the  grate;  it  appeared  as  though  it  had 
been  lately  swept;  in  another  room  we  saw  a 
tea  cl'est  tilled  with  tan,  with  some  minerals 
thrown  on  top;  Messrs.  Clapp  and  Webster 
did  all  the  talking  while  we  were  going  through 
the  rooms;  we  took  notice  of  the  minerals  on 
the  tan;  some  enquiries  were  mads  concerning 
the  privy,  which  Uad  not  as  yet  been  einlered, 
Mr.  Webster  said  that  the  key  of  it  was  lost 
on  going  down  stairs,  1  noticed  several  spots 
on  the  stairs,  which  appeared  as  though  made 
by  water;  my  attention  was  directed  to  ihein 
the  more  particularly,  as  I  had  noticed  them 
here  the  day  before,  an  i  they  did  not  appear  to 
have  dried  any;  the  officers  and  mysell  did  not 
at  the  time,  make  a  very  critical  esa;ninaiion, 
as  L\Ir.  Clapp  had  remarked  to  Prof  Webster, 
on  entering,  that  there  was  no  suspicion  resting 
on  any  one  attached  to  the  Medical  College;  we 
did  not  think  much  at  that  time  of  the  remarks 
we  made,  or  of  the  conversation  made. 
The  first  reward  otTered  was  to  the  amount  of 
$1000  for  the  recovery  of  Dr.  Parkman,  and  af- 
terwards a  reward  of  $3000  was  oflered.  I 
carried  some  of  the  hand-bills  to  Chelsea  my- 
self. 

I  went  to  the  Hospital  on  Friday  night,  (a 
week  from  the  time  of  Dr.  Parknian's  disap- 
pearance);  I  inquired  for  Mr.  Littlefield,  and 
found  him  in  about  15  minutes.  He  had  borrow- 
ed some  tools,  for  the  purpose  oi  breaking 
through  the  walls.  As  I  stood  kuocking  at  die 
front  door  of  Littlefield's  house,  and  while  I 
stood  there,  I  heard  a  dull  sound,  as  though 
some  one  pounding  on  a  wall — this  was  after  the 
arrest  of  Professor  Webster.  I  was  at  the  jail 
thAt  night  about  10  o'clock,  and  there  I  s.aw 
Prof.  Webster;  he  was  laying  on  the  floor  of 
the  lower  lock  up,  lace  dowa^vards;  he  did  not 
seem  to  be  able  to  raise  or  hold  his  head  up;  the 
officers  managed  to  get  him  up  and  carry  him 
up  stairs;  when  he  got  there  he  asked 
for  water  ;  soma  was  given  him,  and  he  at- 
tempted to  take  it  in  his  hand,  but  he  trembled 
so  that  he  shook  the  water  all  over  himself;  the 
Httendants  afterwards  held  the  glass  of  water 
to  him  and  he  stooped  down   his  head   as  if  to 
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drink  but  he  did  not  appear  to  do  so;  1  never 
saw  a  man  in  such  a  condition  before;  we 
asked  him  if  he  would  go  to  the  College  and 
explain  appearances  there  ;  he  said  he  would 
go  there  but  he  had  no  esplanationto  make;  he 
was  perspiring  very  freely  at  this  period,  and 
Mr.  Parker  (County  Ally)  asked  him  if  he 
was  ili ;  he  said  his  extremities  were  freezing  ; 
Prof.  Webster  was  carried  to  tlie  college  in  a 
carriage,  and  was  led  from  it  to  his  laboratory 
by  twd  ofticers,  one  each  side  of  him;  on  going 
into  ihe  room  I  asked  where  the  key  to  the  privy 
was;  he  paid  that  it  was  at  the  end  of  the 
shelves;  it  was  not  to  be  found  howerer;  and 
we  were  obliged  to  go  down  to  the  lower  labor- 
atory and  break  open  the  door;  I  did  not  notice 
the  demeanor  of  Prof.  Webster  for  some  time, 
as  my  attention  was  directed  elsewhere  j  we 
went  down  through  a  trap  door  to  where  the 
hole  WHS  made  in  the  central  wall  through 
to  the  privy;  after  we  entered  we  found 
the  right  tJiighand  right  le^r  of  a  liuinan  being. 
[Here  the  defence  pressed  the  question  whether 
it  was  the  right  thigh  and  leg,  or  left  thigh  and 
leg,  inasmuch  as  the  Governmeut  Attorney  liad 
stated  in  his  argument  that  it  was  the  left  leg 
and  ihigli.]  I  d.d  not  notice  any  thing  peculiar 
in  the  behavior  of  Prof.  Webster  ft  that  time 
and  place.  We  stood  looking  at  the  fragments 
of  the  bjdy  lor  about  15  minutes,  and  then  left 
the  College.  On  the  following  day,  (Saturday,) 
I  was  at  the  College  with  officer  Fuller  and  ?ome 
others.  Mr.  Fuller  discovered  in  the  tea  chest 
before  mentioned  the  thorax  and  left 
thigh  of  a  human  body.  1  was  up 
stairs  at  the  time,  and  came  down  al  their  re- 
quest, and  saw  the  ollicers  dragging  the  chest 
from  the  shelves  to  the  centre  of  the  room;  we 
took  them  out  of  the  chest,  and  Irom  the  bottom 
of  It  there  fell  a  large  sized  jack-knife,  as  I 
should  call  it;  we  afterwards  found  in  a  closet  a 
pair  of  pantaloons  and  a  pair  of  slippers,  upon 
which  were  some  drops  of  what  we  took  for 
blood;  Dr  Chas  T  Jackson  was  present  at  tliis 
time;  an  officer  took  charge  of  the  pants  and 
slippers,  an  !  wrapped  them  up  in  a  piece  of  pa- 
per; I  sa\v  the  saw  which  iliey  took  down  from 
the  nail  on  which  it  was  discovered  hanging: 
we  fuund  on  the  handle  of  it  some  marks, 
which  we  supposed  were  made  vuiih 
blood . 

While  at  the  laboratory  I  asked  for  a  pen, 
and  Littlefield  handed  me  two,  one  of  which  ap- 
peared to  be  made  of  a  reed;  and  ^Ir.  Little- 
field  remarked  when  he  handed  it  to  me,  that  he 
didn't  think  I  cauld  write  with  it ;  I  was  not 
present  when  the  towels  were  discovered. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  parts  of  the 
body  found — was  those  of  Dr.  Parkman's— he 
was  a  very  slim  man— doat  know  what  his 
weight  was— knew  it  thirteen  years  ago— there 
was  some  peculiarity  in  his  jaw — should  not 
like  to  say  positively  that  the  parts  of  the  body 
fjund  al  the  college  were  those  of  Dr.  Park- 
man. 

Hare  heard  Dr  Parkman  use  severe  language 
OQ  some  occasions  but  never  heard  him  use  pro- 
fane language. 

1  was  not  at  Professor  Webster's  house  in 
Cambridge,  at  the  time  the  notes  were 
found. 


Cross-examination— I  went  out  to  Professor 
Webster's  Irouse  I  thiuk  on  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber— went  to  Cambridge  in  the  hourly 
and  then  look  a  carriage;  did  not  have  a  seardi 
warrant  on  that  occasion;  have  heard  Dr.  Park- 
man  use  very  severe  language;  he  would 
sometimes  call  a  man  a  knave  or  a  dishonest 
man  ;  have  heard  him  talk  harshly  to  people  who 
deserved  it;  never  heard  him  use  profane  lan- 
guage. [Here,  from  the  confusion  in  the  court 
room  and  the  distance  of  the  reporters  seat  from 
the  witness  stand,  some  of  the  testimony  was 
unavoidably  lost.]  Littlefield  knocked  twice 
at  Professor  Webster's  door  rather  louuly ;  don't 
know  as  there  was  anything  peculiar  in  the  ir.ati-- 
Iter  of  knocking;  don't  remember  whether  il'.ere 
was  any  conversation  in  the  lectuie  room; 
officer  Starkweather  went  with  me  to  the  lec- 
ture room;  Prof.  Webster  was  dressed  in  his 
working  diess,  that  is  to  say,  he  had  ch  an 
apron  and  cap,  the  first  tiise  we  saw  him;  he 
was  also  dressed  in  the  apron  and  cap  the  sec- 
ond time;  Prof.  Webster  said  that  Mr.  Claop 
had  taken  the  privy  key  away;  I  saw  tan  in  tlte 
tea  chest;  am  sure  of  it;  1  saw  a  saw  there  al- 
so; it  was  a  butchcr^s  raw;  I  use  that  expression 
because  it  was  a  fine  tooth  hand  saw,  such  as 
butchers  use;  saw  something  on  the  handle  of 
the  knife  which  I  thought  was  blood. 

Direct  Ea-aminatioji.  The  saw  was  such  as 
carpenters  use  for  fine  work. 

Patrick  McGowix  called. — I  lived  with 
Dr  Parkman  at  the  time  he  disappeared;  re- 
member that  a  man  called  between  8  and  9  o'- 
clock in  ihe  morning  of  the  23d  November,  to 
see  Dr  Parkman;  can't  say  whether  the  prison- 
er at  the  bar  is  the  one  or  not;  Dr  Parkman 
was  at  that  time  passing  from  his  study  to  the 
office,  and  he  advanced  to  meet  the  man  who 
called;  I  hean-d  the  Doctor  say  lliat  he  would 
meet  him  at  half  jiast  ona  o'clock  that  day: 
the  Dr.  left  the  house  shortly  after,  and  did  not 
return  to  dinner;  Dr.  Parkman  was  a  very 
punctual  man. 

Cross- Enamined.  I  went  to  live  with  Dr  P. 
the  6th  of  Segtember;  I  attended  the  door;  do 
not  know  how  many  others  called  to  see  him 
ihit  day;  diJn't  tell  any  body  that  day  that 
the  Doctor  had  gone  av*ay  and  wculd  not  be 
back  again. 

Robert  G.  ^nxvf  called.  Am  brother-)«- 
law  to  Dr.  George  Parkman;  he  was  66  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  bis  disappearance;  was  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  defendant;  1  last 
saw  Dr.  Parkman  on  the  moining  of  the  day  be 
was  missing,  about  10  o'clock:  there  was  noth- 
ing unusual  in  his  appearance  at  llie  time;  we 
walked  together  houi  mj'  house  to  State  street. 
On  the  Satiwday  following,  his  wife  sent  for 
me.  I  went  to  her  house  and  found  her  in  great 
di.stress;  I  immediately  took  measures,  in  con- 
ceit wiih  the  relatives  of  the  famiiy,  to  solve  the 
mystery  of  the  Doctor's  absent;e;  our  siispicioiis 
rested  on  a  man  who  had  several  moutiis  Ijefore 
robbed  the  Doctor;  a  reward  of  .'jjiSBOO  was  rtu- 
mediately  ofiered  for  the  recovery  of  the  Doctor 
alive,  or  ;^100'3  for  his  body;  the  first  rewaid 
was  offered  the  Saturday  after  his  disap))earance ; 
1  siw  the  remains  found  at  the  Medical  Co'i- 
lege  put  together. 

By  GovemmeTit.    Do  ycu  believe  they  wci^ 
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tiie  remains  of  your  brother-in-law,  Dr.  George 
Par  km  an? 

Objected  to  by  defence  aa  ineompetent  testi- 
mony. 

[Tiie  beuch  held  a  consultation  upon  the  ob- 
jections urged  by  defence  and  decided  that  the 
question  was  admissible,  as  showing  that  there 
was  good  reason  to  believe  it  to  be  the  body  of 
Dr.  Parkman  in  the  mind  of  the  witness  J 

The  attorney  general  urged  the  question. 

When  I  s<uv  ilie  remains  of  llie  body  (ound,  I 
recogiiiseil  ihuin  to  be  parts  of  ihe  Doctor's  bo- 
dy,  (as  I  believe,)  by  the  hair  on  Jie  breast, 
from  its  color,  and  by  one  of  his  legs,  whicli  I 
3;iw  one  d:4y  in  my  office.  I  discovered  notliiag 
different  in  the  appeanirice  of  tlie  remains  from 
tUe  parts  of  the  l>ody  of  the  body  of  Dr.  Park- 
emiii.  I  knew,  also,  that  he  wore  false  teeth, 
Btniilar  to  those  found  at  the  College. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  here  rc(iuested  by  ihe  govern- 
Enent  counsel  to  relate  what  he  knew  of  the  pe- 
cuiiiaiy  embarrassments  of  Prof.  Webster.  He 
slated  that  in  the  latter  part  of  1848  Pro- 
fessor Webster  called  upon  me  and  said 
be  was  in  great  disiress,  pecuniarily,  and 
tiiat  he  should  like  to  <iet  from  me  some  money, 
oa  a  mortgage  of  hv8  mineral  cabinet. 

He  saiil  "an  offioir  was  -about  to  seize  his 
furniiarc,  and  thai  his  family  were  in  great  lis- 
sress;  toid  bim.  that  I  hadn't  got  the  money 
at  that  time,  but  if  he  could  get  mj  note  dis- 
eounied  he  might  have  it;  he  said  he  thought 
S609  would  ralievs  him  lor  that  timr;  he  took 
Ihe  Bote,  got  it  disounted,  and  gave  me  a 
peeelpt.  "[Here  Mr.  Shaw  read  a  paper 
sigiu'd  by  Professor  John  W.  Websier.  J 
This  paper  was  an  acknowledgement  ofthe  re- 
ceipt of  six  hundred  dollars  h-om  R.G.Shaw, 
CO  part  payment  for  a  cabinet  of  minerals  at  that 
iime,  irt  his  ^Webster'.-)  po.ssession,  containing 
about  five  thousand  specimens.  On  this  cabinet 
Mr.  Shaw  showed  by  documents  that  he  hail  ad- 
vanced a  furtlier  sum  of  $600— in  all  «i;1200. 
I  aiked  Dr.  Parkman  a  short  time  afterwards 
what  galarv  Professor  Webster  liad  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  siid  tliat  he  appeared  some v  hat 
pressed  for  money,  inasmuch  as  he  had  but  a 
short  time  before,  (April,  1849,)  sold  me  a  cabi- 
ael  ol  minerals  to  raise  money;  at  this  Doctor 
Paikinan  remarked  that  thsy  were  not  hig 
(Welwier's)  to  sell,  and  he  told  me  if  I  would 
conae  to  his  house  he  would  show  me  the  mort- 
gage oi  the  cabiuei  ta  him  by  Professor 
Webster— the  Doctor  seemed  very  angry— I  re- 
marked that  if  Professor  VVebstrr  had  told  a 
lalsehood  in  the  matter  he  ouglu  to  be  severply 
punished— here  the  Attorney  General  Clifford 
read  a  copy  of  the  mortgace  giTeti  by  Webster 
to  Parkman  whereby  he  (Web^t*?)  mortgaged 
ail  his  furniture,  books,  minerals,  chemical  ap- 
psracds,  &c.,  constituting  his  trtitire  personal 
property,  this  mortgage  was  recorded  in  Mid- 
dlesex eaunty,  Feby.  "l  3th,  184  r.  I  mentioned 
Shis  circ\ifn>tance  to  a  friend  of  mine  some 
Sljme  afterwards  and  offered  to  subscribe  on 
paper  my  name  for  $300,  with  the  intention  of 
buying  tire  Cabinet  to  present  to  the  College 
provided  others  would  subscribe  a  sufficient 
aiaount  to  purchase  the  nilnerais — I  l^uh^cr!bed 
the  S50i)  with  the  understanding  that  that  a 
awunt  should  be  offset  by  what  was  due  me 
from  Professor  Webster.    The  amount  of  ^1200 


was  raised,  the  Cabinet  purchased,  and  the  ba- 
lance of  seven  hundred  was  paid  to  me. 

Cross-examined  I  believe  the  remains  to 
be  the  body  of  Dr.  Parkman  from  fne  fact  that 
the  Dr.  was  missing  as  much  as  from  the  hair 
on  his  breast — if  he  had  not  been  missing  I 
should  not  thoug-ht  anything  about  the  pecul- 
iarity of  his  hair. 

Direct  exmninaiion  resumed.  I  got  the 
morigitge  which  has  just  been  read,  from  Dr, 
Parkman'^.  house  after  his  death,  and  be  (ore  the 
session  of  the  Coroner'--  Jury. 

At  this  juncture,  it  being  near  7  o'clock,  the 
court  adjourned  un'ii  9  o'clock  Wednesday, 
A.  M. 

On  motion  of  the  Government  Counsel,  the 
Court  instructed  the  jury  to  proceed,  in  the 
charge  of  three  constables,  specially  sworn  in 
for  the  occa'^ion,  to  view  the  Medical  College 
in  North  Grove  street. 

His  Honor,  Chipf  Justi  e  Shaw,  instructed 
the  officers  to  exhibit  to  them  the  rooms  occu^ 
pied  by  Prole-sur  Websier  as  Laboratory,  &c., 
together  with  the  privv  and  the  perforation  of 
the  central  wall  m  ide  by  Littlefield,  btfore  his 
discovery  of  the  remains  in  the  privy  vault.  His 
honor  charged  the  officers  and  the  counsel  (o  tell 
the  jury  merely  what  apartments  they  w/ere 
shown,  wilhnnt  comnn^nt-  The  jury  were  fur- 
ther instructed  to  procee<i  to  the  iMe<lical  Col- 
lege at  half  past  seven  o'clock  A  M.,af!d  reiura 
ill  time  to  atiend  court  by  nine  o'clock. 

SECOND   DAY. 

Wkdnbsday,  March  20— A.  M. 

The  excitemeat  and  interest  connected  with 
this  extraordinary  trial,  seems  if  possible  on 
the  increase.  The  courtroom  and  gallery,  at 
an  early  hour,  tiais  miming,  were  crowded  to 
excess,  with  anxious  spectators, and  the  avenues 
leading  to  the  main  entrance,  were  filled  wttii 
persons,  who  watrled  to  catch  a  glimpse  ol  the 
prisoner  on  his  passing  in.  A  little  beCore  9 
o'clock  the  prisoner  entered  the  court- room,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  dock.  He  exhibited  the 
same  caltn  and  dignified  detiwanor,  that  marked 
his  appearance  since  the  commencement  of  the 
trial,  and  shook  hands  with  some  friends  whom 
he  recognized  in  Court. 

Some  delay  to  the  proceedings  was  occasion- 
ed, in  consequence  of'the  jury  and  counsel  hav- 
ing gone  to  inspect  the  scene  of  the  alleged 
murder  at  the  Medical  College,  and  in  the  in- 
terim,  &  large  sprinkling  of  the  jaidor  members 
of  the  bar  occupied  the  seats  in  the  body  of  the 
court  room.  At  a  little  before  10  o'clock,  the 
jury  returned,  when  the  judgi'S  immediately 
entered  and  took  their  p'ace-s  upon  the  bench. 
The  nanties  of  the  jur-ors  '^ere  hereupon  called 
over,  eash  a.iswering.  Tht5  Attorney  General 
and  counsel  for  the  prisoner  immediately  took 
their  seats,  and  the  cl-;rk  having  opened  (he 
court,  the  trial  proceeded. 

Fbakcis  ThkeVj  (City  Slarsha!,)  called  — 
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1  am  City  Marshal,  and  as  such  have  ihe  direc- 
tion of  the  Police  ;  under  my  direciitins  all  the 
search  was  made  that  could  be  made  to  disco- 
ver  the  body  of  Dr.  Parkman  ;  Mr.  Flake  came 
to  my  office  at  lui  or  U  o'clock  A.  M  ,  on  Sa- 
urdav,  the  24th  of  November,  and  lold  me  that 
he  wished  to  see  me  at  his  of^ce  ;  1  went  with 
him,  and  met  at  his  office  Mr.  R.  G.  Shaw  ; 
they  then  lold  me  that  Dr.  Parkman  was  miss- 
ing, and  that  they  wished  me  to  institute  a 
search  for  him  ;  I  immediately  sent  for  the 
West  Eud  police,  and  told  thein  that  Dr.  Park- 
man  was  missing,  and  ordered  them  to  make 
diligent  search  for  him.  At  two  o'clock  P.  M., 
the  same  inlormation  and  order  was  given  to 
the  whole  police  ;  afier  that  Messrs.  Blake  and 
Shaw  came  to  my  office  and  asked  what  was  to 
he  done ;  I  advised  ttiem  to  advertise 
in  the  press.  The  Police  learned  nothing  fiu-- 
ther  than  lliat  he  had  been  seen  at  the  West 
Knd  ai  hall-past  one  o'clock,  Friday  afternoon. 
The  fir.'^t  notice  of  the  tact  was  given  No- 
vember 25th,  and  merely  sta!-ed  the  fact  that 
she  Dr.  wa.=i  missing.  On  Monday  a  handbill, 
offerinsj  $3000  reward  fsr  the  recovery  of  the 
Doctor — a  day  or  two  after  a  reward  of  $100 
was  offered  for  a  watch,  without  slating  «  hose 
watch  it  was.  We  gave  in  that  notice  a 
description  of  the  watch  known  to  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  Doctor  Parkman 
at  the  time  he  disappeared;  a  reward  was 
afterwards  ofTered  amouming  to  SlOOO  for 
the  recovery  of  the  body  ol  Dr.  Parkman; 
of  these  hand  bills  about  28,500  were  distri- 
buted; all  eiforts  t^at  could  be  made  by  me 
•whh  the  force  at  my  disposal  were  made;  a 
story  was  circulated  in  tl^e  city  that  fJr.  Park- 
man  had  been  seen  at  5  o'clock  on  Friday  after- 
noon in  Washington  street  going  south;  on  the 
Friday  night  of  the  next  week  succeeding  the 
disa|)pearance  of  Dr.  Parkman,  I  was  informed 
by  Liitlefield  while  at  my  office  that  he  had 
Bacceeded  in  piercing  the  centre  wall  of  the 
Medical  Collage,  and  had  found  in  the  vault  of 
the  privy  ofProf  Webster's  Laboratory,  the  re- 
mains of  a  human  body;  I  put  a  revolver  in 
my  pocket,  and  started  immediately  for  the 
house  of  Robert  G  Shaw,  Jr,  informed  him  of 
the  facts  stated  by  Litllefield,  and  he  went  in 
my  eompauy  and  that  of  Dr  Henry  Rigelow,  the 
younger,  to  the  Medical  College  in  North  Grove 
street;  we  entered  the  building,  and  descended 
through  the  trap  door  before  referred  to,  into 
the  cellar;  we  passed  along  the  foundation  of 
the  centre  wall  of  the  building,  until  we  came  to 
the  hole  ill  the  wall  made  by  Litllefield;  it 
looked  as  though  lately  made;  pieces  of  broken 
brick  lay  around  the  spot. 

A  well  executed  model  of  the  medical  col- 
lege, together  with  a  map  or  plan  ofthe  ground 
floor  and  building,  were  here  introduced,  with 
a  view  to  facilitate  the  enquiry,  and  fix  the  lo- 
calities in  ihe  building  where  the  serrrches  were 
made^  and  the  remains  found.  The  model  was 
r>eaily  executed,  each  story  of  tiie  building  be- 
ing well  represented,  and  finished  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  draw  off  like  the  corner  of  a  trunk 
or  band-box.  Its  construction,  according  to  the 
plan  and  specifications  ofthe  building,  was  most 
ingenious,  and  presented  an  accurate  represen- 
tation of  every  locality.  The  model  was  exani- 
siied  with  great  care  and  attention  by  the  court, 


jury  and  counsel,  and  seemed  to  excite  mucii  at" 
tention  in  court.  It  was  naade  b\  Mr.  Jam«;s 
Hobbs,  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Bemis,  junior  counsel  o(  the  GovernmenU 
exhil)ited  the  p'an  of  th°  building  to  lie  intro- 
duceil  in  evidence,  to  the  jury,  giving  a  full  an<l 
elaboiate  description  of  it. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Tukey  resumed.  We 
looked  into  the  vault  tln-ougb  the  hole,  and 
could  hear  the  water  splashing  in  the  vault,  ami 
thrre  saw  the  remains  as  first  discovered;  after 
looking  at  them  a  few  moments  I  ordered  officer 
Trenholm  and  Litllefield  to  enter  liie  priv^  and 
bring  out  <he  parts  of  the  body.  Litl}c= 
field  went  to  get  a  plank,  and  they 
entered  and  brought  forth  the  remaitjs; 
I  asked  Dr.  Bigelow  if  those  were  parts  of  a 
human  body;  he  replied  that  they  were;  I  asked 
him  if  that  was  a  proper  place  for  them  to  be 
put  in;  he  said  no;  when  Litllefield  and  officer 
Trenholm  were  in  the  vault,  we  heard  some 
one  walking  above  us;  Litllefield  came  out  ef 
the  vault  and  said  that  Dr  Webster  was  in  his 
room  then;  with  that  wc  v/eiit  up  stairs,  and 
searched  the  building,  asking  the  officers  first, 
if  all  was  secured  atiout;  they  then  replied  yes; 
by  my  (  rdcrs  the  officers  then  looked  all  oyei" 
the  building,  but  lound  no  one;  asked  the  offi- 
cers if  they  had  searched  the  lecture  room;  they 
.said  yes.  We  went  also  to  '.he  Laboratory, and 
it  was  discovered  that  Prof.  Webster  was  nol 
there;  when  we  went  there  and  looked  into  th« 
large  furnace  about  that  time  I  saw  Constable 
Clapp  with  sompthing  in  his  hand;  I  esamincisi 
it  and  saw  that  it  was  a  slag  or  cinder  of  eoa},, 
mi:;8d  with  fragments  of  bones. 

[The  box  containing  the  bones  that  were 
found  in  the  furnace,  was  here  eshibitsd  to  the 
Couit  by  the  witness;  also  a  large  knife  which 
he  stated  he  bad  found  on  the  premises.  The 
production  of  these  articles  created  a  thrilling 
sensation,  and  a  general  buzzi.ig  noise  in  the 
gallery.  The  blade  of  the  knife  was  somewhat 
like  that  of  a  large  bowie  knife,  extremely 
pointed.] 

Cross  examined.  The  first  handbill  was 
written  by  me,  I  think  Saturday  night,  but  was 
not  printed  till  Sunday;  on  entering  the  aper- 
ture made  through  the  brick  wall,  we  were 
about  one  foot  from  a  line  with  the  hole  of  ths 
privy  over  head;  the  remains  were  lying  a  littk 
to  one  side  from  a  direct  line  with  the  hole  of 
the  privy;  can't  tell  the  precise  distance;  csn'i 
say  which  particular  pirce  ofthe  remains  was 
most  directly  in  a  line  with  the  hole;  they  lay 
a  little  toward  the  no>th  wall;  the  hole  in  the 
privy  was  18  inches  wide. 

By  Government.  Can't  say  whether  the  tide 
ebbs  and  flows  into  the  vault.  The  foundatioH 
walls  of  the  building  are  strong  and  cotnpacE 
enough  to  exclude  any  solid  object,  but  canH 
tell  whether  or  no  the  tide  could  enter;  don't 
know  whether  or  no  the  inner  walls  ofthe  vauit 
bad  any  projections  or  not;  did  not  enter  the 
privy  vault. 

Calvin  G.  Moore  called.  Reside  at  the 
corner  of  Vine  and  Bridge  streets;  kept  a  gro- 
cery store  opposite  my  hou.--e ;  ssvt  Dr.  Park- 
man  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  2Bd  Nov. 
1849,  in  the  store  of  Paul  Holland,  corner  of 
Vine  and  Blossom  streets;  I  went  in  to  get  some 
articles,  and    while  there  the  Dr.    eame    in; 
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1.  A  wet  sink,  conneeting  wiUi  the  vault  by 
a  small  pipe. 

2.  Sink,  with  Cocteituate  water. 

3.  Stove. 

4.  Staircase  leading  from  the  Laboratory  to 
i:ke  Professor's  private  room,  and  eneireling  the 
privy. 

5.  Privy,  immedietely  und^r  which  the  pel- 
vis, right  thigh,  aod  lower  part  of  the  left  leg 
were  found. 

6.  Furnace,  in  which  were  found  the  tuiner- 

w*a  between  one  and  two  o'clock;  it  was 
about  twenty  minutes  before  two  o'clock;  he  en 
tered  from  Vine  street ;  the  next  day,  Saturday, 
fhe  officers  came  to  my  hoHse,  and  asked  me  at 
what  time  I  had  seen  the  Doctor  ;  I  told  them ; 
when  the  Doctor  entered  the  store  he  bowed  to 
rne,  and^we  passed  the  time  of  day  together  ; 
he  then  asked  Mr.  Holland  abous  some  sugar 
which  he  wished  to  purchase;  he  pointed  to  a 
bucket  which  he  told  Holland  to  put  in;  after 
ae  got  throngh  with  the  purchase  of  the  sugar 
lie  asked  Hoiknd  if  he  had  any  good  butler; 
Holland  said  yes;  he  asked  to  look  at  it;  they 
both  went  to  the  butter  chest  or  firkin,  and  had 
some  talk  about  it;  after  the  Dr  had  finished 
Ms  business  with  Hollhnd,  he  conversed  a  me- 


al teeth,  and  some  small  particles  of  the  shin 
bone. 

7.  Two  large  casks,  used  for  chemical  pur- 
poses. 

8.  Tea  chest,  in  which  the  thorax  and  left 
thigh  were  discovered. 

9.  Avery  large  window,  overlooking  the 
water,  and  about  two  <eet  above  it  at  high 
tide. 

10.  Another  large  window,  but  not  so  wide 
as  9;  also  overlooking  the  water.  Both  win- 
dows without  blinds  or  curtai.is. 

ment  or  two  with  me  about  the  weather;  said  it 
was  very  fine  weather  for  the  time  of  year,  and 
that  nobody  could  complain  of  weather  like 
this;  he  passed  me  and  went  to  the  door  open- 
ing on  Blossom  street;  h'?  appeared  to  hesitate 
and  stop  as  he  opened  the  door;  he  stooped  over 
the  counter  and  said  something  to  HoUai  d 
which  I  did  not  hear;  after  which  he  went  out; 
did'nt notice  which  directioa  he  took. 

Cross  Examined.  The  Doctor  appeared  as 
he  alvrays  did,  as  though  he  was  in  a  hurry; 
I  dined  that  dayat  half  past  12  o'clock;  if  I  am 
not  in  a  hurry  I  take  a  longer  time  to  eat  my 
dinner  than  when  I  am  in  a  hurry  ;  was 
called  to  testify  before  the  coroner's  jury;  don't 
remember  whether  I  said  before  the  jury  that  I 
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left  my  own  house  at  20   minutes   before  1  o'-  Foundry,  known  as  Fuller's  Foundry;  my  office 

clock  on  Friday;  don't  know  whether  anybody  is  at  ihe  corner  of  North   Grove  and  Fruit  sts] 

wrote  down  the  statement  made  by  me  concern-  knew  Dr   Parkman,  have   had  many   Imsiness 

ing  the  time  I  left  Kiy  house;  Kingsley  told  me  transactions  with   him;  he    has  a   claim  on  the 

that  Dr.  P.  had  not  been  seen  since  the  day  be-  land  occupied  by  my    foundry;  on  Friday,  the 

fore  at  2  o'clock,  and  I  came  to   the  conclusion  23d  of  November,  I    stood  at   ihe    Iront  of  the 


that  I  had  seen  him  about  that  time  on  Friday 
the  23d,  after  this  lact  was  told  me  by  Kings- 
ley;  my  wife's  name  is  Martha. 

Mrs.  Martha  Moore  called.  I  reside  corner 
of  Vine  and  Bridge  streets;  knew  Dr.  Parkman 
hv  sight;  didn't  see  him  on  Friday  the  23d  of 
November,  1849;  I  sent  my  son  George  to  goto 
school  that  day  at  ten  minutes  before  2  o'clock; 
he  (my  son)  was  on  the  sidewalk;  I  remember 
seeiBg  a  truck  near  the  sidewalk;  spoke  to  my 
son  from  the  window  which  was  open  at  the 
time;  know  it  was  ten  minutes  before  2  o'clock 


countmg  room,  waiting  for  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Harris;  Dr  Parkman  passed  me  as  I  stood 
there  a  tew  minutes  before  two;  I  had  inqmired 
of  some  person  about,  some  time  before  Dr 
Parkman  came  up,  what  lime  It  was,  and  was 
then  answered,  "20  minutes  of  two  o'clock':'; 
after  the  Doctor  passed  I  again  enquired  what 
time  it  was,  and  was  told  that  it  was  but  a  few 
minutes  of  two;  the  Doctor  was  passing  towards 
the  Medical  College  in  North  Grove  st.;  as 
the  Docior  passed  me  he  saluted  me. 
To  ihe  Court— Dt.  Parkman  was  on  the  other 


be(^use  I  had  just  looked  at  the  clock;  my  at-  side  of  the  street,  and  he  came  over  where  I 

tentien  was  called  to  this  fact  of  sending  my  ^^^^   ^^^^^  ^ag  ^^  sidewalk  on  the  opposite 

son  to  school  about  one  week  from  this  time.  gj^jg  of  the  street. 

_    Cro5sexami«a<ion.  My  son  attends  the  school;  Cross-examined.     The  Doctor  was  walkinff 

It  commences  at  2  o'clock,  P  M ;  he  is  not  hsu-  fast  when  I  saw  him;  think  he  was  dressed  m 

ally  late  at  school;  nor  do  I  customarily  remmd  dark  clothes;  he  wore  a  frock  coat, 

him  not  to  be  late;  I  reniember  that  this  was  on  Albert  Fuller,  called  and   sworn— 1  carry  oe 

Friday  because  I  heard  people  talking  about  it;  an  iron  Foundry  in  North  Grove  street— knew 

my  sou  George  also   told   me   within   a  day  or  Dr.  Parkman— Have   had  business  with  him — 

two.  or  it  may  be  a  week,  that  he  had   seen  Dr.  he  passed  me  on   Friday  the  23d,  while  I  was 

Parkman  on  the  Friday  afternoon   of  his  disap-  standing  at  my  counting  room  door — Grove  St., 

pearance;  this  was  stated  to  me   by  George  in  dont  think  he  saw  me — I   thought  at  first  he 

comrajon  convers-'tion;  no  one  else  was  present  was  coming  in  and  so  stepped  back — Dr.  Park- 

at  the  time;  do  not  remember  of  any  thing  else  man  eame  across  the   street,  I  last  saw  him 

which  reminded  me  that   this   occurred  on  Fri-  within  forty  or  fifty  f^*t  of  the  Medical  College 

day  the  23d  o(  November.  this  was  between  the  hours  of  half  pst  one  and 

To  Government.     My  eon  George  eame  to  the  ?wo  and  the  nearest  two— Iwas  weighing  cast- 
court  with  me  this  morning,  ings  at  the  time  and  I  remained  in  that  place 

George  L.  Moore,  called.     I  am  12  years  ^'^  l^e  afternoon;  my  position  was  directly  op- 

of  age;  I  liveat  the  corner  of  Vine  and  Bridge  V^siX^  Fruit  St.,  and  if  he  had  come  out    of  the 


street;  knew  Dr.  Parkman ;  saw  him  on  Fri 
day,  the  23d  Noveml:>er,  in  Fruit  street;  I  was 
standing  near  a  truck  in  the  street;  he  was 
passing  down  towards  Grove  street;  [here  the 
witness  was  shown  a  plan  of  the  streets  of  and 
near  Fruit  sireet.]  It  was  about  ten  minutes 
before  2  o'clock;  remember  the  time,  because 
my  mother  had  jnst  told  me  to  go  to  school; 
an-other  boy  was  with  me  at  the  time;   his  name 


College  by  that  way  during  the  afternoon.  I 
should  have  seen  him;  there  are  tw©  ways  by 
which  the  Doctor  might  have  left  the  College, 
My  brother.  Elias  enquired  the  time  olme  that 
day  about  ihe  period  when  the  Doctor  passed. 
1  haard  of  his  disappearance  the  next  day  af- 
terward*; I  knew  where  Dr.  Webster  resided 
at  that  time;  on  the  Tuesday  after  Dr.  Park- 
man's  disappearance,  Prof.  Webster  came  into 
my  counting-room   to  sign  a  check;  Mr.   Lit- 


18  U  Wight  Irouty,  Sr. ;  we  went  to  the  Phillips  tlefield  came  to  my  counting-room  on  Friday  of 

school,  in  Piiickney  street;  it  was  Hbout  a  quar-  the  next  week  after  the  disappearance  of  Dr.P.. 

ter  of  a  mile  from  my  father's  house;  we  got  to  to  borrow  seme  tools  to  break  through  the  wall" 

school  just  before  it  \»as  iarrfy,  or  late,  on    tliat  he  borrowed   a  hammer    and    chisel;    the    re- 
day.  •  -       -      . 

Cross  examined— Dt.  Parkman  passed  me  on 
the  same  side  of  the  street— I  mentioned  it  to 
the  other  boy— saying  "there  goes  Dr.  Park- 
man;"  told  my  mother  of  this  the  next  day. 

Dwight  Prouty,  Jr.,  called  and  sworn— am  13 


mains  were  found  thdt  evening;  Littlefield 
borrowed  the  tools  at  the  same  time — 
think  my  brother  Leonard  had  lent  him  some- 
thing previously;  didn't  goto  the  men;  called 
to  see  wliat  use  Littlefield  made  of  the  tools  | 
Mr  Kinffsley  eame  to  me   that  alternoon   to  in- 


years  of  age,  saw' Dr.  Parkman  en  Friday  the  qu're  about  Littlefield,  and  he  went  to  the  door 

23d  November,   1849,  left  my  own   house  for  o'^'he   College;  Prof  Webster  said,  when  he 

school  that  day  at  quarter  before  2   o'clock I  came  to  ray  counting  room,  to  fix  the  check,that 

met  s<wne  other  boys  near  my  house,  I  live  at  nothing  had  been  heavd  of  Dr  Parkman. 

24  Bridge  street,  heard  George  Moore's  mother  '^''^  <^'"o-''3  examination  of  the  witness  elicited 

tell  him  that  it  wanted  ten  minutes  of  2  o'clock  nothing  of  irnpoitance. 

—she  was  locking  out  oi  the  window— think  Leonard  Fuller  caHerf.~I  am  brother  of 

Dr.  Parkman  wore  an  over-coat  on   tfcat  day —  Elias  and  Albert  Fuller;    Littlefield   borrowed 

we  went  right  to  school  without  stopping-after  a  drill  about  four  feet  in  length  on  the  day  of  the 

Moore's  mother  spoke  to  us    the  Dr.  had  pass-  arrest  of  Professor  Webster;  he  borrowed  some 

™  " s  a  few  moments  before,  and  was  going  in  other  tools  from  the  establishment;  he  was  dirty 

the  direction  of  Grove  street.  and  perspiring  at  the  time ;  he  took  a  ehisel  and 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness,  declined,  hammer  from  my  brother   and   went  to  the  col- 

Elias  Fuller  called.— I  carry  on  an  iron  lege;  I  did  not  see  him  agaio  hat  ni^hl ;  I  have 


known  Dr.  Parkmaii  for  the  last  ten  years;  he 
•was  ill  tlie  liaUit  of  coming  into  our  counting 
room  e?ery  day;  he  was  very  prompt  in  his 
ja;inners:  snw  him  on  Friday  the  23J;  tliere 
was  nothing  snuiual  in  his  appearance  at  that 
time. 

Cross-E.vamlnation.  Didn't  have  any  con- 
versation with  him  that  day;  was  in  my  chair 
at  the  time  I  saw  him;  don't  remember  what 
kind  of  clothes  he  had  on. 

Paul  Holland  called.  Was  at  ray  place  of 
business  comer  of  Vine  and  Blossom  streets,  on 
Friday  the  23d  of  November;  saw  Dr.  Park- 
man  on  that  day  between  1  and  2  o'clock;  he 
came  into  my  shop  and  staid  about  15  minutes; 
he  bought  30  pounds  of  crushed  sugar  and  6 
pounds  of  butler;  he  brought  a  paper  bag  with 
tiim  into  the  store,  and  aslied  permission  to 
leave  the  bag  in  the  store  for  a  few  or  5  minutes; 
don't  recollect  which  ;  I  stood  behind  the  coun 
ter  when  he  went  out ;  he  said  any  time  would 
do  to  send  the  articles  purchased  to  his  house  ; 
the  bag  remained  in  my  store  till  evening  ;  I 
then  opened  it,  and  found  thai  it  contained  let- 
tuce ;  sent  the  articles  purchased  te  his  house 
ia  the  evening  of  the  same  day  ;  heard  that  lh6 
Doctor  v/as  missing  the  next  day,  from  Mr. 
Kingsley  ;  there  was  some  one  in  the  store  with 
me  when  Dr.  Parkman  came  into  the  store  ;  I 
have  a  clerk  ;  the  clerk  was  absent  at  dinner  at 
the  time  ;  he  (the  clerk)  usually  dines  at  oae 
o'clock. 

Cross-examined — My  clerk  generally  gets 
back  from  dinner  at  2  or  a  quarter  b'fore  2  o'- 
clock; 1  live  in  Spring'  street.  Dr.  I'arknian 
did  not  appear  to  be  more  in  a  hurry  tiian  usu- 
al; he  wore  a  black  frock  coat,  vest  and  pants, 
and  silk  or  satin  cravi\i. 

Jabez  Pratt,  Coroner,  called. — Am  one  of 
the  Coroners  of  this  cily;  was  called  ujon,  in 
my  official  capacity  on  the  night  of  Friday,  No- 
vember 30,  to  hold  an  inquest  on  some  remains 
lound  in  the  Medical  College  in  Grove  atreel ; 
I  went  immediately  to  the  house  of  the  County 
Attorney,  S.  D.  Parker;  had  known  Professor 
Webster  before  this  time;  saw  him  thai  night 
in  the  jail  ia  Lererett  street;^  went  into  the 
lower  lock  up,  under  the  jeil,  in  company  with 
Dr.  Martin  Gay.  Prof.  Webster  was  lying  on 
bis  face,  on  a  cot,  apparently  in  very  great  dis- 
tress; I>f.  Gay  endeavored  to  soothe  his  fee.'- 
Ings,  and  to  get  him  up.  Prof.  Webster  said 
he  was  unable  to  get  up;  he  trembled  ail  over, 
aud  exclaimed,  ' '  What  will  beeome  of  my 
poor  family."  We  carried  him  up  stairs 
The  officers  had  to  lift  and  carry  hiru  up  the 
stairs,  he  called  (or  water,  and  some  person  of- 
Jered  him  water,  but  he  could  not  drink,  .^s 
we  were  going  to  the  county  jail,  we  were  in- 
structed by  the  County  Attorney  not  ttj  talk 
\vith  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Parker  stated  to  Prof. 
Webster  that  some  discoveries  had  been  made 
at  the  medical  college,  and  asked  him  if  he  was 
willing  to  go  down  there  and  make  an  explana- 
tion; didn't  remember  whether  Prol.  W.  gave 
anything  more  than  assent  to  go  down  to  the 
college  or  not.  Whtn  he  entered  the 
carriage  he  was  in  the  same  condition  that  I 
first  saw  him;  we  had  to  lift  his  feet  into 
the  carriage  after  we  got  his  bcdy  in;  heard  him 
complain  of  feeling  cold;  when  we  arrived  st  the 
college  we  went  up  to  the  front  door  of  tlis 


building,  and  Prof.  Webster  was  carried  be- 
tween two  officers;  in  the  carriagehe  complained 
of  the  manner  ia  which  he  had  been  taken  from 
his  family;  we  entered  by  the  south  iroai  door: 
went  into  the  lecture  room;  the  officers  who  had 
hold  of  him  were  Cummings  and  Leighton,  I 
think;  they  had  some  conversation  with  the 
prisoaer;  we  then  went  from  the  lecture 
room  to  the  upper  Laboratory,  and  broke  open 
the  door;  some  one  inquired  for  the  key  of  the 
little  room  or  closet  in  the  Laboratory  ;  Prof. 
Webster  said  that  he  kept  his  dangerous  arti- 
cles there,  and  that  officer  Clapp  had  the  key  ; 
it  was  finally  broken  open  wiih  an  axe  ;  we 
saw  a  Goai  hanging  there  which  was  the  one 
the  Professor  wore  to  lecture  in  ;  Professor 
Webster  told  us  to  be  very  careful  or  we  should 
break  some  of  the  bottles  and  do  greai  mis- 
chief; we  came  to  the  shelves  with  drav/ers, 
and  broke  open  several  of  the  said  drawers; 
Webster  objected  to  the  breaking  the  drawers, 
and  said  we  would  find  only  demijohn  botiles. 
Some  enquiry  was  made  for  the  key  of  the 
privy,  Professor  Webster  said  he  hung  it  on  a 
nail  near  the  shelves.  As  I  expected  to  be  cal- 
led upon  to  perform  some  official  duty  and  I  did 
not  take  so  much  notice  of  the  rooms  as  I  should 
under  other  circumstances— while  I  was  in  the 
Laboratory,  the  key  was  tried  in  the  privy  door 
hut  did  not  fit  it—we  broke  open  the  privy  door 
and  tore  up  the  seals.  Some  one  said  where  is 
the  chimney,  I  went  to  the  furnace  and  found 
sometbing  like  pieces  of  bones  in  it,  I  directed 
the  people  standing  about  to  let  it  remain  as  it 
was — it  appears  as  t taught  there  was  some 
minerals  there  likewise; 

Can  not  give  a  description  oi  the  behavior  of 
Professor  Webster  on  that  night;  it  was  differ- 
ent from  what  I  ever  saw  before,  be  appeared 
like  a  mad  creetur-  when  the  water  was  offered 
to  him  he  seemed  to  snap  at  it  with  his  teeth, 
and  tlien  he  pushed  it  aw<iy  as  though 
it  .  was  very  offensive  to  him;  frofessor 
Webster  appeared  very  calm  whilst  in 
the  upper  room  than  while  in  ihe  Laboratory;  I 
went  into  the  cellar  through  a  trap-door,  and 
saw  the  remains  brought  out  from  the  privy 
vault ;  I  noticed  that  the  Prolessor  was  very 
much  agitated  at  the  time  ;  after  the  prisoner 
had  returned  to  the  jail,  the  remains  were  car- 
ried into  the  Laboratory  of  Prof.  Webster ; 
dont  remember  whether  it  was  before  or  after 
Prefessor  Webster  was  carried  to  the  Jail;  I 
made n>>  further  search  that  night;  lion't  know 
what  ths  officers  did;  summoned  a  Jury  to  'sit 
in  inquest  on  the  remains  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M., 
on  the  next  day  ;  I  took  out  the  con- 
tents of  the  furnace  either  before  or  alter  the 
session  of  the  jury ;  can't  say  exactJy  which  of 
the  police  officers  assisted  me  in  taking  out  the 
contents  of  the  furnace;  I  directed  the  ofiicerto 
take  out  all  the  pieces  of  metal  and  bones 
which  they  could  find  among  the  slugs; 
there  were  some  pieces  of  metal  that  looked 
like  lead,  and  some  that  looked  like  gold;  after 
taking  out  a  little  more  than  half  the  contents 
of  the  furnace  I  found  that  there  was  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  fragments  sticking  to  the 
bricks;  the  fragments  were  not  very  large. 

At  Vu\s  juncture,  the  court  adjourned  until 
half  past  three  o'clock. 
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APTEHNOON  SESSION. 

The  court  came  in  at  twenty-five  minutes  be- 
fore 3  o'clock. 

Jabez  Pratt,  Coroner,  re-called.  There 
was  a  piece  of  an  ariificial  jaw  with  some  min- 
eral teeth  found  in  the  iurnace  near  the  bottom; 
there  were  two  or  three  other  teeth  found  among 
the  cinders;  these  teeth  were  put  by  my  orders 
into  the  hands  of  Dr  Winslow  Lewis;  the  teeth 
were  iboul  iwo  thirds  of  the  way  from  the  toj- 
of  the  furnace;  the  furnace  was  about  a  foot  in 
depth;  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ashes 
and  cinders  were  put  by  my  orders 
in  the  hands  of  surgeons  and  scientific  men; 
don't  knov/  what  portion  of  the  bones  Dr.  \Vy- 
Bian  took;  ihat  matter  was  settled  by  the  doc- 
tors themselves;  some  ol  tlie  bone*?  were  put 
into  a  box  for  safe  keeping;  all  of  them  had 
not  been  taken  out  of  the  slags ;  they  were 
taken  out  about  9  or  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  be 
fore  the  jurv  of  inquest  were  summoned;  don't 
recollect  what  officers  were  left  in  charge  of  the 
college;  can't  umiertake  to  say  what  the  bones 
were  that  we  found  in  the  furnace;  I  have  in 
my  custody  a  tin  box,  made  by  Mr  Waterman 
for  Webster  after  the  disappearance  of  Park- 
man;  while  we  were  taking  out  the  cin- 
ders from  the  furnace ;  the  teeth  fell  through 
the  grate . 

[The  tin  box,  with  the  cover,  in  which  some 
of  the  bones  were  (ound,  was  here  produced  and 
shown  to  the  Court  and  the  jury.  The  box 
measured  about  two  feet  in  lengih  by  eighteen 
inches  in  wiiitli,  and  about  a  foot  high.  It  was 
heavily  soldered  at  the  different  juinings.  and 
appeared  quite  new.  Its  production  in  Court 
creaied  some  stir  and  excitement  in  the  gallery, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  multitude  outside  the 
court  loudly  shouted  ] 

Cross  Examined. — Can't  tell  what  the  sub- 
stance sticking  to  the  sides  of  the  furnace  was 
icomposed  of;  I  broke  them  off  the  daj  they 
hey  were  discovered,  and  they  'ell  among  the 
ashes;  there  were  pieces  of  bones  in  ike  frag- 
ments broken  off;  don't  recollect  what  officeia 
were  left  in  charge  of  the  College,  1  did  noigo 
as  far  as  the  hole  made  by  Littlefield  in  the  «all 
of  the  vault. 

Da.  Wins  LOW  Lewis  caZZeci.  I  was  at  the 
Medical  College  on  Saturday,  the  day  after  the 
arrest  of  Prof.  Webster;  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jack- 
son, Dr  Manin  Gay,  Dr.  Jas.  W.  Stone,  were 
there  also;  the  coroner  sent  for  me  to  attend; 
Dr.  Stone  took  charge  of  the  bones  and  ef  the 
pantaloons  supposed  to  have  blood  on  them; 
Drs.  Stone,  Geo.  H.  Gay,  and  myself  under- 
took to  furnish  a  report  upon  the  peculiarity  of 
the  parts  of  the  body  found  in  the  College, 
(Here  the  report  was  produced,  the  signature 
of  Dr.  Lewis  exhibited  to  and  acknowledged 
by  him,  and  the  report  was  read  by  the  ju- 
nior council  for  the  Government,  Geo.  Bemis, 
Esq  A  diagram  also  was  shown  by  Dr.  Lewis 
meanwhile,  and  the  report  was  illustratea  to 
the  jury  by  means  of  it.) 

We  will  here  state  that  the  surgeon  who 
made  the  examination,  said  that  the  wood  cut 
of  these  remains  given  in  the  Tliird  Edition  of 
Tuesday's  Herald,  is  as  accurate  as  could  be 
made.  ^ 
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The  RepoirS  of  th«  Coia»milt$e  of  Phy^i** 
ciasia  Aj>i>ctniled  by  Cos-onos?  Pratt  to 
ISxasaiae  the  Remains  fonnd  in  eha 
Mcdica.1  CoiliKgc,  N«>rih  GrtiTS  gt» 

[Reported  for  the  Boston  Herald.] 
The  following^  is  a  verbatim  report  of  the  au- 
topsy of  the  surgeons,  read  in  Court  yesterday 
afternoon : — 

Messrs.  George  H.  Gay,  Winslow  Lewis, 
Jr.  nad  James  W.  Stone,  being  severally  sworn, 
on  oath  depo.se  as  follows  : — 

Having  been  directed  to  make  a  post  mortem 
examination,  at  the  Boston  Medical  College,  in 
North  Grove  street,  attended  to  that  duty  Dec. 
2d,  1849,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  examined 
five  portions  of  a  human  subject,  viz  :  a  thorax, 
a  pelvis,  two  thighs,  and  a  left  leg.  The  tho- 
rax and  left  thigh  were  discolored,  apparently 
with  tan  and  some  caustic  substance.  The 
three  remaining  ones  were  white,  fair,  and  ap- 
peared as  if  they  had  been  soaked  in  water— the 
cartilege  on  the  head  of  ihe  left  thigh  bone  was 
colored  black.  The  following  is  a  desciiptiou 
of  the  five  portions  separately  : — 

1st.  Remains  of  thorax,  and  parts  attached 
to  it,  which  consisted  of  all  the  bones  ex- 
cept the  sternum  or  great  bone.  Fracture 
of  the  filth  right  rib,  apparently  recent,  and 
about  four  inches  from  the  junction  of 
this_  rib  with  the  sternum.  Both 
clavicles  and  scalpulas  present,  the  clavicles 
large;  both  lungs  present  but  collapsed  ;  left 
luhg  had  plural  adhesions;  structure  of  both 
lungs  apparently  healiliy  ;  anterior  thoracic 
muscles  cut  up  from  the  ribs  about  six  inches 
from  the  centre  on  each  side,  and  with  the  skin 
thrown  back;  posterior  portion  of  integuments 
from  left  scapula  to  right  lumbar  region,  of  a 
dark  mahogany  color,  and  hardened;  remaining 
portion  of  integuments  generally  of  a  naturS 
ai-pearance,  except  a  little  greenness  under  the 
risrht  axilla,  probably  from  commencing  de- 
composition, and  some  blueness  under  the  left 
axilla,  leaving  the  skin  soft  and  easily  brokea 
through  artificial  action  acting  upon  the  hair 
and  skin  as  far  forward  as  the  section  in  the 
median  line.  An  opening  slightly  raggedy 
about  1  i  inches  in  lengih  under  the  left  nipple, 
between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs,  en- 
tering into  the  cavity  of  the  chest ; — 
Remains  of  the  thoracic  aorta  and  thoracic- 
oesophagus.  Heart  and  diaphragm  wanting. — 
Trachea  divided  through  cricroid  cartilage. — 
Spleen  contracted,  externally  granulated  and  in- 
ternally red.  Left  kidney  in  its  natural  positioHj. 
and  contracted.  No  liver,  right  kidney,  pancrea, 
stomach  or  intestines. 

Nota  Bene-  The  right  kidney  was  discovered 
on  the  next  day  and  given  to  us. 

Sixteen.Vertebrge  present, consisting  of  3  lum- 
bar, 12  dorsal,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the 
7th  cervical,  which  appeared  to  have  been  sawed 
through  the  upper  part. 

The  2d — Pelvic  portion,  consisting  of  the 
bones  ef  the  pelvis;  2  of  the  inferior  lumbar 
vertebras;  all  the  integuments,  muscles,  organs 
of  generation,  and   the  pelvic  viscera;  all  the- 
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Intestines  remaining  was  about  six  inches  of  the 
rectum  (hro-jgh  the  anterior  and  external  por- 
tion of  which  a  section  had  been  made,  and  the 
mucous  coat  sejiarated  from  it,  4  or'  5  inr.hes 
throughout  the  whole  circumference,  but  not  cut 
off  at  the  lower  end.  Hair  upon  this  portion 
of  a  sandy  gi  ay_,both  thighs  separated  from  it  in 
a  very  irregular' manner.  Integuments  and  mus- 
cles divided  down  to  the  pelvis,  down  to  tlie 
median  line.  On  placing  the  pelvic  portion  in 
apposition  with  the  thoracic,  the  3d  and  4th 
lumbar  veriebras  corresponded  precisely. 

The  spinous  process  of  the  3d  lumbar  verte- 
bra, with  a  portion  of  ihe  transverse  processes 
of  the  same,  was  absent  from  the  thoracic  por- 
tion, but  were  (ound  attached  to  the  4th  lumbar 
vertebra,  which  was  on  the  pelvic  portion. 

_  8J.  Right  thigh,  tii  being  placed  in  apposi- 
tion with  the  pelvic  portion  ol  the  bones,  mus- 
cles, and  gUin,  corresponded  perfectly. 

Good  musculardevelopments,  with  but  little 
of  fatty  matter.  Patella  attached  ;  some  ossiS- 
cation  of  femoral  artery. 

_  4th.  Left  thigh,  had  a  string  about  2|  ft  long, 
tied  just  above  the  condyle,  leaving  loose  ends. 
Patella  attached.  On  being  placed  in  apposi- 
tion with  the  pelvis,  the  bones  cnrrespondrd, 
but  some  portion  of  the  skin  and  fl^'sh  appeared 
to  have  been  removed  or  contracted  from  arti- 
ficial means.  On  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
thigh,  and  somewhat  on  outer  parts,  there  were 
appearances  of  the  action  of  fire  or  some  caustic 
matter. 


5th,  Left  leg,  of  natural  appearance,  fair  size; 
and  on  being-  placed  in  apposition  with  left 
thigh,  the  articulation  corresponded. 

MEA.SUREMENT. 

Thoracic  portion,  (IfngtW        -        .       .       .'"171®" 

_  /;  ''       circumference  below  ax  Ua,  30     " 

Pelvic  "       (length)       -  .       .  M 

"  "       crest  of  ilium,  30i 

Both  thighs  of  the  same  length,     -"      -       .       .  ig 

''         "     circum.  largest  part  of  each,  183. 
Left  leg,  length  to  outer  malleolus.  -       16 

Total  length,       -  -       -       -       .     "gT 

Circum.  of  largest  part  of  left  leg.  14|. 
Deduct  distance  from  bottom  of  pelvis  to  top  of 
acetabulum,       ----._.     .35 

Total  length, "57I 

All  the  parts  being  placed  in  apposition  the  dis- 
tance trom  the  7th  cervical  vertebra  to  the 
outer  malleolus,       .-       =       ...        51^ 

Difference,       ---...  (Oi 

Total  length  nf  parts  as  above,       -        -  571 

Distance  from  the  sole  of  foot  to  the  outer 

malleolus  on  another  subject,       ...    3 
Di.^tance  from  top  ol  head  10  7th  cervical  ver- 

bra  on  auoiher  subject,      -       -       -       -       10 

Total  length  5  feet  lOi  inches,  or      -       -      "toJ 

The  foregoing  described  portions  appeared 
to  belong  to  a  person  between  fifty  and  sixty- 
years  of  age.  The  mui?cular  system  was  well 
developed,  and  there  was  very  little  of  adipose 
matter.  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr. 

Geo.  H  Gay. 
Jas.  W.  Stone. 
J.  L.  Andkews.   Sea'y, 


No.  1.  Represents  the  vertebras  and  '.horacic  cavity  -which  U  charred,  and  contains  the  lungs. 

fto.  2.  Eepresenis  the  pelvic  cav;ty,  covereJ  by  flesh  in  its  lower  part. 

No.  3,  The  right  thigh  disarilculate-l  fr irn  the  pelvis. 

No.  4  The  left  thish  dis  rtisulated  fro.ii  'he  pelvis. 

No.  5.  The  left  leg  di.^articulattd  from  the  thiijh  atd  foot. 


Question,  by  the  Government — Would  it  not 
be  requisite,  in  order  to  cut  up  the  body  in  the 
manner  as  stated  in  the  report,  that  the  person 
doing  it  should  possess  some  scientific  skilll 

Ares. — In  my  opinion  it  would  lequire  consid- 
erable scientific  skill.  The  separation  of  the 
slernum  from  the  ribs  appears  to  evince  some 
knowledge  of  Anatomy. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  remains  found  that 
would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  they  belonged 
to  a  subject  for  dissection,  and  not  to  the  body 
ofDr.  Parkman;  they  were  evidently  not  sep- 
arated or  the  purpose  ol  dissection,  if  they  had 
been,  we  should  have  found  in  the  veins  and  ar- 
teries some  preserving   fluid,  such  as  it  is  cus- 


tomary to  inject  into  the  organs  for  circula- 
ting the  blood,  at  the  time  Ihey  are  received  at 
the  College  ;  am  pet  fectly  satisfied  that  they  are 
the  remains  of  one  and  the  same  body;  a  block 
of  miner?  I  teeth  were  hsnded  me  by  the  coro- 
ner; 1  carried  them  to  iny  house  and  kept  them 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  them  to  Dr  Keep, for 
(he  purpose  r>f  identification;  I  gave  them  to 
Dr  Keep. 

Cross-examined — Have  been  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Parkman  about  SO  years.  There  were  no 
marks  about  Dr.  P. 's  body  that  were  peculiar 
to  him;  the  comparison  of  one  body  with  parts 
of  another  body,  as  to  heiglit,  will  give  the  stat- 
ure almost  to  a  certainty.    There  were  two  per- 
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forations  of  the  parts  of  the  body — the  thorax 
and  left  iliigh.  The  flesh  of  the  parts  was  easi- 
ly torn,  and  it  was  soiiievvhat  friable;  the  usual 
qivant'ty  of  blood  in  a  person  of  Dr.  P. 's  size  is 
about  2  gallons.  There  would  be  about  2  quarts 
of  bhiod— the  venous  system  of  a  man  of  his 
size  alter  death;  can't  say  how  much  time  it 
•would  have  taken  to  consume  the  parts  of  ihe 
body  that  were  missing  by  fire,  because  I  have 
not  now  in  my  mind  the  quantity  of  fuel  the 
furnace  would  contain;  there  was  nothing  in 
the  appearance  of  the  remains  that  would  indi- 
cate the  age  of  the  body  with  any  certainty, 
within  ten  years;  the  parts  of  this  body  and  the 
muscles  were  well  developed;  I  gave  the  min- 
eral tei'th  to  Dr.  Keep;  he  returned  them  to  me, 
and  1  save  them  to  ihe  corone;. 

Direct  resumed.  If  a  person  had  received  a 
■wound  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  he  would  in 
most  cases  bleed  inwardly  ;  can't  tell  how  long 
it  would  take  to  burn  the  parts  of  the  body  that 
were  missing  with  any  certainty  ;  never  burned 
a  human  head  in  my  life. 

Cross  examini  d.  The  blood  of  a  person  after 
death  is  stagnated  in  the  venous  system. 

Dr.  J.  W  Stone  called. — I  was  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  remains  found  in  the 
Medical  College,  in  the  capacity  ol  secretary. 
There  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  hair  on 
the  back  (jf  the  body;  th.it  on  one  side  was 
Bomewhat  burned.  Have  known  Dr.  Parkman 
about  six  jears;  the  appearance  ol  the  remains 
was  that  of  those  belonging  to  a  person  between 
sixty  mid  seventy  years  of  age.  The  manner 
in  which  the  parts  were  separated  would  lead 
one  acquainted  with  anatomy  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  person  who  separated  those  parts  was 
pos.st!8ried  of  some  anatomical  skill.  The  dis- 
section of  the  Bternum  from  the  breast  L>on« 
indicated  this  raore  cleai-ly  than  any  thing  else, 
there  was  no  appearance  in  the  parts  which  in- 
dicated that  they  had  belong<  •'  to  a  suiiject  for 
dissection;  the  body  had  not  been  injected  as  is 
commo!)  with  subjects  of  the  dissecting  room, 
if  the  injection  were  only  arsenical,  after  a 
while  the  appearance  of  it  would  he  likely  to 
di.'5app"ar;  sometimes  glue  is  mixed  with  it, 
and  then  it  could  not  disappear;  these  were 
not  injected  with  glue.  A  portion  of  one 
of  the  intestines  had  the  appearance  of 
having      been    operated      on    with     a   knife. 

Cross  examination.  The  flesh  of  the  parts  was 
very  scft  and  easily  broken;  it  was  also  appar- 
rent  that  fiie  had  been  applied  (o  it;  we  looked 
for  a  wound  in  the  chest  but  we  found  none; 
nor  was  there  any  indication  on  the  tliorax  or 
chest  that  it  had  been  penetrated  by  a  knife. 

Dr  Geo  H  Gay  called. — I  was  one  of  the 
eomraiittie  of  Surgeons  appointed  by  the  Coro- 
ner to  examine  scientifically  the  parts  of  the 
body  found  in  the  Medical  College;  think  that 
the  head  was  separated  from  the  body  by  a  saw; 
it  would  be  a  difficult  tiling  to  separate  the  head 
of  a  person  from  the  body  with  a  knife; 
don't  know  whether  the  hole  in  the  thorax  was 
made  liy  taking  it  out  from  the  tea  chest  or 
not;Isdv/a  perforation  of  the  membranes  be- 
tween the  ribs  just  after  it  had  been  taken  out 
of  the  chest. 

Cro  s  e.vam'nsd.  The  hole  was  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  was  between  the 
sixth  and  seventh  ribs;  but  there  was  no  indi- 


cation that  it  was  done  by  a  knife;  I  thought 
that  it  wa?  done  with  a  stick  when  I  had  first 
seen  it. 

Direct  resumed.  This  observation  was  made 
at  3  or  4  o'clock  Saturday  afternoon. 

Dr.  WooDBRiDGE  Strong,  called.  I  have 
dissected  a  good  many  bodies  in  my  day;  I  had 
a  pirate  given  me  in  warm  weather  in  the  year 

,  and  as  I  only  wanted  tlie  bones  I  disfce- 

ted  him  rapidly,  and  as  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  fat  about  him,  I  thought  that  it  would  be  a$ 
good  a  way  as  any  to  burn  him  up;  I  therefore 
made  a  roaring  fire  and  kept  at  work  throwing 
on  piece  by  inece  all  night,  and  at  11  o'clock 
tfie  next  day  I  found  I  had  not  got  done  by  a 
good  deal;  I  consider  it  a  great  job  to  burn  up 
a  human  body  ;  pitch  pine  would  be 
the  best  thing  to  do  it  with,  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  tire  w,-'.l  stirred  up  during  the  process 
or  it  will  go  out.  I  have  known  Dr.  Parkman 
several  years— saw  him  for  the  last  time  on  the 
Friday  on  which  he  disappeared  at  12  o'clock, 
in  or  near  Belknap  street  going  towards  the 
common,  I  had  the  intention  of  speaking  to  him 
but  he  ta'.ned  off  .still  towards  the  common  be- 
fore £  reached  him.  I  went  to  the  Medical 
College  on  the  Tuesday  succeeding  the  disap- 
pearance of  Dr.  Parkman— as  I  did  not  expect 
at  the  time  to  bear  testimony  before  a  court, 
I  did  not  take  notes  of  what  I  saw  ;  when  I  saw 
the  remains  they  Y\/ere  on  a  board  ;  I  observed 
that  they  appeared  to  have  been  separated  by 
one  acquainted  with  anatomy;  1  enquired  if, 
there  was  any  perforation  between  the  ribs,  and 
was  told  that  there  was  none,  but  on  turni-.ig 
the  chest  over  I  found  between  the  sixth  and 
seventh  ribs  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  clean 
cut,  penetrating  in  a  posterior  direction,  anti 
apparently  mcde  there  by  a  very  sharp  kn5fe. 
The  wound  was  made  in  the  direction  of  the 
large  blood  vessels;  the  hair  on  the  remains 
was  mixed  grey  hair;  the  skin  had/lost  the  ap- 
pearance of  elasticity  which  characterises 
that  of  the  young  subject;  and  had  the  appear- 
ance of  belonging  to  a  body  between  50  and  60 
j-ears  of  age;  there  was  a  peculiarity  in  the  po- 
sition of  the  shoulders  and  the  hips;the  body  had 
the  appearance  of  being  disproportionably  long. 
Cross-examined . — have  ktiown  Dr.  Parkman 
many  years;  have  done  business  with  him; 
have  been  in  his  office  often,  and  he  in  mine,  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  1  was  somewhat  acquaint- 
ed with  him;  don't  know  that  lever  saw  any 
part  of  his  naked  body  ;  have  made  anatomy  my 
study  lor  years,  and  always  examine  the  forna 
of  every  person  with  whom  I  meet ;  if  I  meet  a 
man  in  the  street  vvhoee  shoulders  ate  too  much 
behind,  I  notice  it;  if  I  meet  a  lady  willi  a 
crook  in  her  back,  I  notice  that  too; 
never  attempted  to  burn  a  human  body  in  a  fur- 
nace; think  the  furnace  in  the  laboratory  in  the 
College,  from  which  the  slags  were  taken  was 
a  very  poor  thing  to  burn  a  body  in;  a  stove 
would  have  been  much  better;  ii  too  much  hu- 
man flesh  is  put  on  to  a  fire  of  anthractite  coal 
it  will  go  out;  a  person  wounded  in  the 
manner  indicated  by  the  wound  in  the  thorax 
found  in  the  chest,  would  bleed  inwardly  per- 
haps entirely,  and  the  wound  penetiating  tlie 
great  aorta  near  the  valve,  would  cause  the 
wounded  person  to  faint,  and  1  doubt  if  te 
would  ever  breathe  again. 
To  a  Juror. — The  proportions  of  Dr  Parkmau's 
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body  bad  often  heea  scrutinised  by  me.  [Wit- 
ness here  was  very  (acetious  in  giving  his  an- 
ewerri:  and  the  prisoner  smiled  repeatedly  at 
die  manner  in  which  ihey  were  given.  Atone 
lime  indeed.  Prof  Webster  laughed  heartily 
whh  the  cruwts  ia  court  who  were  convulsed 
\?ith  laughter.] 

Dr.  Fred.  S.  AifiswcRTU,  called.  lam 
dftaionstraior  of  anatomy  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lege in  North  Grove  street,  and  any  sul)je  1  for 
dissection  which  conies  to  the  college  must  pass 
(lirough  my  hands;  I  keep  an  account  in  a  book 
of  all  subjects  received  ;  had  my  aitmlion  call- 
ed to  this  account  book  during  the  session  of  the 
coroner's  jury,  and  found  that  I  had  all  the 
laaterial  that  I  ought  to  '  have  exclusive 
<«I  these  remains;  the  conclusioji  I  came  to  oia 
^amining  the  remains,  was  that  they  did  not 
htlong  to  the  body  of  any  subject  sent  to  the 
cs)llege  or  to  me;  I  am  acousloiued  to  inject  the 
thp  arteries  of  all  subjects  that  come  to  the  col- 
lege for  ifjssection,  with  a  solution  of  arsenic 
atid  or  chloride  of  zinc,  alum  and  suUpelre; 
Dr.  Webster  had  nothing  to  do  with  preparing 
I'ue  bodies  for  dissection;  my  opinion  was, 
lipan  viewing  the  remains,  that  the 
parson  who  cut  them  up,  did  not 
know  anything  about  anatomy;  he  might  have 
seen  a  body  cut  up  there,  but  I  doubt  whether 
tJie  person  who  did  the  cutting  on  these  remains 
ezat  had  the  knife  in  hu-^  hand  before.  The 
sternum  was  separated  from  the  ribs  in  the  only 
way  they  could  have  been  disjoined  v/iih  a 
k'nife,  and  this  was  the  only  part  of  the  body 
wliich  did  manifest  the  least  degree  of  anatom- 
icJJi  knowledge  in  its  separation. 

The  Court  here  adjourned  uuLil  9  o'clock  on 
Tltursday  morning. 

Before  the  court  was  adjounted  the  dense 
cro*'ds  that  thronged  eveiy  avaibdile  place  of 
of  accommodation,  both  inside,  and  in  the  gal- 
lory,  as  well  as  in  every  avenue  outside  leading 
lo  the  court  room,  seemed  more  excited  than 
fclncs  the  commencement  of  the  trial.  The 
Sheriff  had  occa-ion  to  repeatedly  call  upon  the 
spectators  in  the  galleries  to  preserve  order  and 
r-oguia<iiy,  or  thfy  should  be  pal  out— This  had 
the  desired  effect. 

THIRD  VIY. 
Thursday,  March  2t,  A.  M. 

The  Court  ro'im  wa--,a8  usual 5  crowded  from 
an  e.irly  hour,  long  tefore  the  opening  of  the 
Court.  The  prisoner  was  br"Ught  into  Court  a 
Ittle  before  9  o'clock,  and  the  anxiety  rf  the 
crowd  to  see  him,  sepuied,  if  poneible,  on  the 
increa«e.  On  taking  his  seat  in  the  dock,  he 
cDnv'Msed  fieely  with  several  of  hirt  friends, 
who  warmly  shuol^  hands  with  him,  and  he  ap- 
peared to  be  in  better  spirits  than  when  leaving 
thp  Court  room  on  the  previous  evening. 

The  four  Judges  enter  d  and  took  their  seats 
upon  the  bench,  precisely  at  nine  o'clock,  when 
the  Clerk  called  over  the  names  of  the  jurors, 
each  answering.  Some  of  the  jury  seemed  So 
bear  their  coniiuemijai  not  so  well  as  on  the  :'  y 


0  two  after  they  were  first  svorn  in  ;  end  the 
witnesses,  who  have  been  daily  kept  in  close 
continemeiit  since  the  commenc*nient  of  the 
trial  in  an  adjoining  aparlmtnt,  also  evidently 
feel  much  fatigued.  Tiie  digniticd  solemnity  of 
the  Bench— the  grave  aiipearance  of  the 
court-rr)om- the  increasing  interest  that  is 
hourly  manifested  by  all  classes  both  inside 
and  outside  ojf  the  scene  of  the  trial—  (now  go- 
ing on  the  third  day)  have  added  considerably 
to  the  excitement  connected  with  it.  Fresh 
batches  of  visitors  to  the  court  rnom  were  con- 
stantly crowding  in,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  and  several  friends  and  relaiives  of  the 
prisoner,  and  the  late  Dr  Parkrnan  appear  in 
Court,  and  show  much  anxiety  as  to  the  lesuit. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  witnesses 
where  the  Court  was  fully  organized  : 

TESTIMOKY    FOR    GOVERNMBNT    KESUMED. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  called  and  sworn— L  am 
a  chemist  by  profession  '  was  one  of  the  per- 
sons called  to  examine  the  Medical  Ceillege 
shortly  after  the  ilitcovery  of  the  remains- 
went  on  Saturday  afL«ri'Oon,  Dtc.  1st,  1849 — I 
went  with  Dr  iViartin  Gay  and  met  Dr.  Wins- 
low  Lewis  there  Dr.  Lewis  made  the  pre- 
liminary arransements  for  ihe  exiuninaiion,  the 
chemical  exaniinaiii>ii  was  underta!  en  bj  Dr  Gay 
and  myself— the  remains  were  handed  over  to 
the  surgeons;  am  a  piysiciau  by  )ir(ifessii>n 
also;  I  undertO' k  a  chem  cal  analysis  of  the 
slags  found  in  the  (urnace,  and  alsn  of  pieces 
of  the  skin  and  fle.^h  f'und;  the  manner  in 
which  the  parts  were  >eparaied  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  person  who  did  accomplish 
the  separation  was  umiewhat  acquainted  with 
anatomy;  thefle.-h  was  cut  up  boidiv  towards 
the  ribs,  and  the  I  ani luges  were  divideii  in  a 
skillful  manner;  I  found  by  examination  that  the 
portions  of  thi^  remains  in  (he  tea  chest  had  been 
treated  with  a  strong  -olutioti  of  caustic  potash; 

1  was  acquainif-d  wiiii  Dr  Pirkm:?n;  there 
were  some  ppculiarities  I  think  in  the  hgure  of 
the  Dr.;  the  Dr  was  hroad  and  Hat  in  the  pel- 
vis; [here  the  report  made  by  Dr.  Jackson  to 
the  coroner's  jury,  vas  lead  to  the  court  by  Mr 
Bemis,  junior  counsel  of  the  government,]  as 
follows: — 

lit  port   nittde  t<s    Itie  C«roii»'»-'B  Jury  by 
Dr.    C«    T>    -I'lCtiA"!!,    on   the    articles 

[Reaain  Court  and  reported  verbatim  fir  the  Bos: 
ton  Herald.] 

List  of  articles  found  in  (he  Laboratory  furnace  fin- 
ders, del  veteil  tn  us  by  die  j  ry  of  the  Coroner's  in- 
iiuesl  ai  the  Mass  M.  dicit)  College  in  Boston,  Dec.  Ist, 
1849.  These  aiticl-  were  si  rttd  on  Sund.ry  by  D  s. 
Wyman,  AinevYorth  an' inyt-el,  Dr  Gay  having  been 
obliged  to  leave  for  ihe  day 

BONES  FOUND  IN  THE  CINDERS  FlOM  THE  FURNACE. 

Right  OS  calcis,  ri- h  a-lr  saliis.lib  a  a-ii  fihula  plia 
langcs,  probably  of  tU    n  'dale  or  jiks  fiiiger. 

Coronoid  proies^  (if  !■  we.  jiiw. 

NuiriProu-lra?    en-- ol  a  skull 

A  huniaii  I  oth  tii<ii  hnd  dhole  in  it  as  if  once  flUed 
by  dental  oijcraiioii. 


21 


Thrfe  Wo^^s  of  art'fici '1  mineral  teeth  were  alao 
found  in  h«  cindtii-.-.,  wit:ioni  ill-,  go'd  pate. 

A  pearl  hi.  I  butcon  waslounclin  ihc  aslies  ^nd  wia 
pariia  ly  c  .1  ■h,eit. 

Muiiie  onsl  ttie  '-up  s->ii)e'l  piece=i  of  copper,  simimr 
to  some  <eeu  m  one  of  the  Lab.jratory  drawers,  were 
also  tout]  d 

IWiriy  piei^es  o'  glass  WR  emLKe.-i  wi!h  the  s  ags,  and 
pieces  ot  in>i  al  WHre  f  mud  '»  and  a    nM<{  the  ciiidei-s. 

'I 'I  s^^  var  u.s  aruc'es  were  ail  complft  ly  examined, 
and  s'ich  as  need,  d chemical  u  >  ys  s  wresu'-  eauent- 
y  talieii  by  Kr  Gay  and  iiiyself,  and  e.xamined. 

The  lnnip<  of  met  il  mosi  abnn  ani  in  the  furnace 
cinders  were  teachesi  lead,  an  ailo»  of  tin  and  lead,  in 
nearly  equ  >  iiropo  ti  ns,  ilia  liu  yredjminating  in  the 
pieces  aualjzed: — 

Tin— 1M9. 
head -11,95. 

The  cinder^  b^in?  p  unded  >ind  worked,  diacloped 
Some  sm  I1 1  ohnle-  o  gull,  and  an  alloy  <f  silver  and 
gold  he  anio  mt  of  oid  fomid  was  small,  30  grs. 
"Ihe  amnuiit  of  s'lver  wa^  small 

Aferyi'.r  examination  of  the  human  body,  com- 
mi'ied  t  >  you,  1  m  id-.-^  sums  chemical  e.xamiiiatinns  of 
the  smf.i'  e  w'lkh  h  id  b-en  dip-solved  "n  thf  c'  est  and 
one  thi?h,  and  ound  thii  they  had  b'-en  imbued  with 
a  soluti  ■ .  of  'Otasa.  Tbis  i  determid^d  by  ciiemical 
anaivsis,  find!  g  ptas~auda  liitle  sea  salt.  Tnere 
\vas  an  evident  corrnsi'm  of  the  surface  of  the 
skin,  by  ihe  action,  proloibly,  of  the  pota>h,  aid- 
ed by  hen  I  fiuml  pitash  in  the  skin  of  hoth  the 
thigh  and  thora.x,  and  in  the  muscles  at  eaehend  ot  ihe 
dissevered  tho"  IX,  the  alka'ih'ini  very  strongly  ma  k- 
ed.  Tne  dark  color  of  the  kill  whici  had  been  acted 
up  m  by  potash,  was,  prob  iblv,  in  part  rolur^-d  bv  the 
tan,  ihe  pot  ish  aiding  in  ihis  C'lo-iiig.  I  found  no  al- 
kali in  theii'terioT-  of  the  thigh,  nor  in  the  fi?sh  of  the 
back  beneath  rfie  s  in. 

1  observed  ihal  the  hair  m  ths  lef'  side  of  the  thorax 
had  twe  s  nged  by  fir'  I  noticed  th  it  the  skin  was 
corrod  d  by  not  s'l  and  was  q  ite  tender  ne>r  the 
opening  in  the  skin  opposite  tn  the  sixth  and  'eventh 
lib-i,  and  thai  the  ediC*  of  tiis  ope.ii'  g  appeared  to 
have  been  ro  roded  '^-  ih  it  alk  di 

I  di-sectpil  O'lt  no  tinns  of  the  femora!  arteries  and 
flesh  o(  bo  h  'highs  a  'I  the  art-ry  and  vein  of  ihe  leg, 
to  examine,  to  as  ertain  vvh>ther  the  h  dy  had  been 
injected  witii  Ihe  fluid- used  fur  prfs»rviiig  bodies  in 
th' diss?  ting  riom  T"ese  I  g  iv  •  into  the  hands  of 
Br.  iVIarlin  G.iy  for  analysis,  and  '  e  h  is  caused  an  ex- 
anninai  ion  ot  one  of  these  pie'  e^  to  be  made  in  my  La- 
boratory by  IVfr.  Ri  -hard  ( :ro^s'ey,  who  found  no  traces 
ofzi  0  or  ar'f-nic  substance  us  dm  ihe  preservation 
of  bodies  in  -he  di.sse"ting  room 

Tlie  spo  »  on  t  e  wall,  'lour  and  fnmilure,  shown  us 
by  tne  jury  and  noire  were  ^ub  niaed  to  ihe  e.vami- 
naiion  of  ur  leff  ey  Wyman.  as  v/ere  also  the  a  lOts 
on  a  iiair  of  panialnnns  and  sdpp-rs.  sub  :i  It  ted  to  our 
inapection  ;  and  hi-  results  will  probably  be  retior'.ed 
to  you  bv  (hat  gendeman. 

The  resu  ts  to  wh  <h  1  have  arrived  are,  that  portions 
of  ahuman  adnll  s'-eletnn  were  lonnd  in  ihe  ci-ders 
and  roais  submi'ted  to  my  examination  -,  that  ea.  chest 
lead  had  I'eeii  ihrown  ini  '  the  fire  ;  hat  t*ie  gold  lound 
may  haveb»;en  I'erivcd  fro  a  the  set  of  mineral  teeth 
found  i'l  the  fli-e  ;  iiat  'he  -'Iver  w  s  in  small  Quanti- 
ty -.  that  ihe  skin  and  parts  of  the  thorax  of  the  boly 
youexaiiined  luiil  been  subjeci'd  to  t.ie  action  of  pot- 
ash, and  an  al  tern  't  had  :w  n  ma'le  in  burn  the  tho- 
rax in  the  fire  hui;  had  not  been  per  evered  in 

These  sie  -.li  the  cnne!itMOi>s  we  are  authorised  to 
draw  from  ih  preinis  s  hei-eiu  seo  forth,  an  I  from  ihe 
e.xaininaiioiis  submitted  to  fie  chemical  department 
of  your  com  nil  tee         K.pspectfally  submittei. 

ByyoiroVt  i-erv't,       O.  T.  JAv  KSON 

Began  ex>iminaiinn  at  rday  D  ceisber  1st,  1819. 
Ended  Oece  nb  r8  h  I81i 

Amount  of?  Id  obtained  by  all  the  researches  in  the 
furnac*,  is  l'?3  6.5  grains.    Value,  $",94. 

By  me,  -  .  .  .  4.5.5 

Hy  Ir  Gav 47 

By  Mr.  Andrews,  ...   8I.05 

In  all,       -       -       -     1'73.65 

I  dissected  o^U  the  blood  vessels  from  the 
thighs  found  in  the  college,  and  they  and  their 
contents  wptp  analysed  hy  Dr  Richard  Cros.s- 
ley,  a  v>^ry  skilful  chetni't,  xwho  is  in  my  employ; 
the  result  of  the  analysis  showed  that  the 
artpries-and  veins  had  not  been  injected  with 
any  of  the  usual  snhtiions  used  ia  the  injection 
of  bodies  for  di'^^ection. 

Tbe  best  thing  to  dissolve   a   hiunaa  body  is 


caustic  potash.  The  quantity  required  would 
bea.boui  half  the  weight  of  the  body.  The 
time  requisite  to  consume  a  bo<ly,  banes  and 
all,  woul  i  he  about  two  hours.  Nitric  add 
would  be  the  next  best  thing  to  caustic  polavJ* 
to  dissolve  a  body  in.  The  requisite  quantity 
would  be  equal  to  the  weight  of  the  body  to  t^ 
destroyed. 

Fotash  is  best  because  it  can  be  used  in  any 
common  vessel  made  of  metal;  such  as  ifoa, 
copper,  or  tin;  the  potash  us^d  in  dissolvin^"a 
body  shoiv'd  he  boiled  durins;  the  operation, 
which  would  be  gi^eatly  expedited  by  the  appli- 
cation of  hent;  nitric  acid  would  require  peculiar 
kinds  Of  vess  'Is  to  consume  flesh  in;  I  saw 
several  bottles  in  the  closet  of  Professor  Web- 
ster's laboratory;  some  of  which  contained  tfi- 
tric  and  some  muriatic  acid;  there  was  not  1 
think  more  than  ten  pounds  of  niiric  acid  in  all; 
the  bottles  there — on  the  walls  and  on  the  stair- 
case leading  Irom  the  lower  to  the  upper  Labo- 
ratory were  drops  or  splashes  ol  a  greenish 
liquid  which  by  the  employmeitt  of  test  papers 
I  discovered  to  be  nilraie  of  copper — the  splash- 
es looked  as  though  mdde  separately  upon  each 
stair,  and  not  as  a  consequence  of  a  q'aantity  of 
liquid  accidenf^Uy  spilled  from  above. 

In  the  ashes  ot  the  furnace  were  found 
soma  punched  pieces  of  copper  •"■hich  had 
apparently  been  subjected  to  the  action  of 
nitrate  acid  to  produce  nitrate  of  cop- 
per. I  call  them  punch  pieces,  because  they 
resembled  the  pieces  that  are  struck  out  trcrn 
the  bottom  ola  cu  lender  with  a  punch,  by  the 
manufacuirer.  These  punch  piece's  fouDdin 
the  furnace,  were  ol  precisely  the  same  size 
and  form  as  those  found  in  a  dra'^ver  in  Prdi- 
Webster's  laboratory,  only  they  were  somewhat 
thinnei,  in  consequence  probably,  of  the  action 
of  the  acid  upon  them.  From  the  slags 
taken  from  the  furnace,  there  weie 
separated  in  all,  one  hu-ndred  and  seventy- 
three  anil  sixty-five  one  hundredth  grains  of  gold; 
of  this  quantity  Dr.  Gay  separated  forty-seven 
grains :  Mr  Andrews  eighty-one  and  five  one- 
hundredih  grains,  and  mysell  forty-five  and  six- 
tenths  grains;  have  been  acquainted  with  Prof. 
Webster  several  years;  we  have  visited  each 
ether  often  in  a  friendly  way.  (Here  the  singu- 
larly formed  knife  wasexhibited).  I  have  seen 
that  knife  in  Prof  Webster's  Laboratory;  saw 
it  there  before  Parkman's  disappeardnce  ;  when  I 
saw  the  knife  at  the  laboratory  after  the  oisap- 
pearance  of  Dr  Parkman,  there  was  a  small 
quantity  of  oil  and  whiting  on  itas  though  it  bad 
been  recently  cleaned;  there  is  a  small  portion 
of  oil  and  whiting  on  the  knife  blade  now,  sirfii- 
lar  to  that  I  obssrved  on  it  at  the  laboratory  on 
Saturday,  Dec  18th,  1848;  think  the  cover  of 
furnace  was  sufficiently  tight  to  keep  the  odor  ©f 
any  burning  substance  from  getting  into  the 
tooui. 

Cross  examined.  The  drops  oa  the  wall  and 
staircase  were  nitrate  o<f  copper;  am  certain  of 
it;  not  knowing  Dr.  Parkman  to  be  missing-,  I 
should  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  those 
were  his  remains  found  in  the  Medical  College; 
there  was  nothing  that  indicated  that  the 
parts  had  been  boiled  in  potas-h;  1 
found  caustic  potash  on  both  ends  and  sides 
of  the  thorax,  but  none  in  the  interior  of  it;  a 
body  dissolved  ia  nitric  acid  would  become  Ti- 
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quid;  a  thick  yellow  liquid;  flesh  would  dis- 
solve in  nitric  acid  quicker  than  bones;  the  bot- 
tles seea  by  me  Lii  the  laboratory  v/ere  nei-rly 
full  at  the  lirrie;  was  there  on  r?aturday  and 
Sunday;  the  splashes  of  nitrate  of  copper  on 
the  walls  could  not  have  been  made  a  great 
while;  when  I  first  saw  them  the  color  would 
have  been  diilerenl  if  they  were  there  loBger, 
lor  their  color  has  changed  much  since  that 
tiiDie. 

To  the  Court.  A  few  minutes  of  the  joint 
action  of  potash  and  fire  would  be  all  the  time 
rerptisite  to  soften  the  flesh  of  the  thorax  and 
thigh,  to  the  degree  that  it  was  softened  when 
first  found.  I  took  a  piece  of  the  Norway  pine 
on  which  were  the  spots  supposed  to  be  blocd, 
from  the  stair  case,  (which  1  now  produce)  and 
subjected  them  to  the  action  of  nitrate  of  cop- 
per,but  did  not  ascertain  by  that  process  wheth- 
er the  spo's  were  caused  by  blood  or  not. 

Richard  Croslev,  called, —  I  am  assistant 
to  Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson;  am  a  practical  chemist 
by  profession.  I  analysed  the  arteries  and  veins 
and  tlieir  c- intents,  taken  from  the  remains 
found  at  the  Medical  College,  to  discover  if 
there  was  any  arsenic  acid,  or  chloride  of  zinc 
in  them,  and  the  result  showed  (lie  negative.  I 
analysed  the  drops  of  nitrate  of  copper,  and  the 
result  corroborated  that  obtained  by  Dr.  Jackson. 

Da.  Nathan  C.  Keep,  (Dentist,)  called  — 
I  am  a  dentist,  and  was  acquainted  with  Dr. 
George  Parkman  ;  attended  him  on  an  ( ccasion 
wlien  he  was  sick  in  1825,  and  have  known  hirn 
ever  since  ;  there  was  shown  me  some  time 
since  a  block  of  mineral  teeth  ;  it  v.'as  on  the 
Monday  after  Thanksgiving  day  that  the  teeth 
were  shown  tome  ;  I  recognised  them  to  be  the 
.teeth  made  by  me  tor  Dr  Parkman  in  1846  ; 
there  was  a  great  peculiarity  in  Dr.  Parkmau's 
jaw,  and  the  peculiar  structure  of  it  left  an  im- 
pression on  my  mind  ;  when  I  made  the  teeth 
for  Dr.  Parkman  he  was  in  a  great  hurry  for 
them  ;  he  said  that  he  was  going  to  speak  at 
the  (speningof  the  Medical  College  in  North 
Grove  street,  and  that  there  was  hut  two  days 
intervening  before  the  day  on  which  the  college 
■would  be  opened  ;  he  ordered  that  the  utmost 
skill  that  could  be  employed  should  be  exercis- 
ed in  the  construction  of  the  teeth  ;  lie  said  if 
he  could  not  have  the  teeth  then  he  did  not 
MINERAL  TEETH  IDENTIFIED  BY  DR. 
KEEP. 


want  them  at  all.     I  went  to  work  in  the  usual 
manner  to  take  an  impression  of  each  jaw — this 


was  done  by  putting  soft  wax  into  the  mouth 
and  pressing  with  a  piece  of  metal  upon  it  until 
It  becomes  chilled— this  i^  then  taken  out,  and 
a  liquid  plaster  is  carefully  poured  into  tlie 
mould  thus  made  and  ih''  iorm  correNpcrnds  ex- 
actly with  the  jaw  on  \'  hieh  the  mould  is  made 
(here  the  plaster  cast  of  Dr.  Parkiiian'V  jaw  was 
exhibited  and  explained  t.y  Dr.  Keep  th  re  were 
apparent  fac  similes  of  4  nKtural  anii  3  stumps 
of  teeth)  with  the  cast  tlma  ol'tained  an  im- 
pression or  mould,  is  raa<le  in  a  pn  paraiiun  et 
foundry  sand,  and  a  cast  coiresiMMiiling  with  the 
original  plaster  cast,  is  made  in  zii'.c  or  I'rass, 
by  various  other  processes  the  teeih  ate  lurnied 
find  ihe  gold  insertion  pate  affixed  to  them. 
There  is  a  great  reseniblance  betw.en  the  piece 
of  jaw  found  in  ihefurn.ice  of  the  lab  ratorj  and 
the  mould  taken  by  me  of  Dr.  Paiknims  jaw 
in  1846  I  had  to  vvoik  a^i  ihe  niohi  before  the 
Medicil  College  was  opened  in  ordi  r  to  ge:  the 
teeth  finished.  I  got  tl  em  dune  just  ihirty  min-^ 
ut  6  before  the  ceremonies  of  opening  the  Medi- 
cal Co  lege  commenced. 

[Here  i^he  city  bells  rung  for  fire,  and  it  being 
announced  that  the  Tremont  House  was  on  fire, 
the  Court  granted  an  iniennission,  to  allow  the 
Attorney  General,  who  boarded  nttlie  Tremont, 
to  save  his  papers,  which  were  di-posited  there.] 

At  20  minutes  past  12  o'clock  ihe  court  en- 
tered, thi^  jnry  were  re-sunnnoned,  and  tlie  pro- 
ceedings rtsunied. 

Examinah<m  of  Y)tx.  Kefp  continuid. — I  had 
just  time  to  finish  the  blocks  of  teeth  beioie  the 
ceremonies.  I  ground  o(l  die  lower  edge  olthem 
near  the  gum  in  order  to  make  the  jaw.s  fit  bet- 
ter. This  operation  destroyed  the  pink  color, 
made  to  imitate  the  gum, and  somevvh.ii  marred 
the  beauty  of  the  work  At  ten  o'ch  ck  on  the 
same  night  of  the  o])ening  of  the  medical  col- 
lege, in  1S46,  after  1  had  retired,  sonie  one 
came  to  the  door  and  rang.  I  v;as  told  by  the 
servant  that  it  was  Dr.  Parkman;  he  came  in, 
and  said  tiiat  the  spring  of  the  teeilr  had  brok- 
en, and  he  wanted  it  rt  paired.  I  worked  on 
the  block  about  half  an  Dour;  the  Dr.  left  the 
house  and  went  home.  I  never  had  any 
professional  intercourse  with  him  alter 
tiiat  time;  I  was  in  New  York  at  the  time  ol 
Dr  Paikman's  disappearance  and  received 
a  letter  stating  that  his  aitificial  teeth 
had  been  found  in  the  furnace  of  Professor  Web- 
ster's laboratory;  I  soon  afterwards  retuined  to 
Boston  and  the  teeth  were  bi  ought  to  me,  and  I 
at  once  recognised  thcrn  as  the  teeth  \\iiich  I 
had  made  for  Dr  Parkman  and  wiih  which  I 
had  taken  so  much  pains.  [Here  the  voice  of 
Dr.  Keep  was  frequently  inierrujjted  by  sobs 
and  he  was  finally  obliged  to  wait  for  some  time 
until  his  emotions  would  allow  him  to  proceed.] 
I  was  satisfied  that  the  rit;hi  upper  teeth  which 
were  put  into  my  hands  by  Dr.  Lewis  were  Dr. 
Parkman's;  there  could  be  no  mistake  about 
them;  Dr.  Noble  assisted  me  in  their  manu- 
facture; the  other  parts  of  the  artificial  fbeth 
were  sonifiwhat  damaged  by  the  action  of  fire. — 
[At  this  point  the  Attorney  General  requested 
Dr.  Keep  to  stand  immediatelv  before  the  jury 
and  explain  to  them  the  pointe  oi  tesijinblance 
between  the  mould  and  the  blocks  of  teeth  louiid 
in  the  laboratory  furnace;  the  bench  also  exam- 
ined the  blocks  of  teeth  and  the  mould  with  mi- 
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nute  attention  under  the  explanations  of  Dr 
Keep.]  Tbe  interior  of  the  jaw  bone  found  in 
tlie  furnace  was  calcined. 

To  a  Juror.  The  last  time  I  saw  Dr.  Park- 
man,  which  was  the  day  before  his  disappear- 
ance, I  saw  the  teeth  in  his  mouth  while  talking. 
Qaesiion  by  Attorney  General.  Do  yau  know 
anything  concerning  the  apjiearance  of  the 
teeth  that  wotdd  indicate  that  the  teeth  v/ere  in 
the  mouth  of  the  head  while  in  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  Such  is  the  nature  of  these  mineral 
teeth,  that  while  in  a  person's  mouth  they  ab- 
sorb a  minute  quantity  of  water  in  the  pores  of 
the  mineral  matter,  and  if  these  teeth  had  been 
thrown  directly  into  the  fire  while  wet,  they 
would  have  been  fractured  into  a  great  many 
pieces  ;  the  teeth  which  were  found  in  the  fur- 
nace indicate  that  they  were  slowly  subjected  to 
the  action  of  the  fire  and  not  instantly.  If  the 
teeth  had  been  thrown  into  the  fire  without  a 
muflerand  dry,  ihey  would  have  cracked. 

Cross-cvamined.  Don't  know  at  what  time 
ai"ler  I  heard  of  the  disappearance  of  Dr.  Park- 
man,  that  I  came  to  the  recollection  of  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  manufacture  of  them. 
The  combination  of  the  impressions  made  on  my 
mind  by  an  examination  of  Dr  Parknian's  jaws, 
preparatory  to  raanulacturing  the  teeth,  togeth- 
er with  the  view  ofthe  teeth  themselves,  led  me 
to  form  the  opinion  and  belief  !hat  the  teeth 
found  in  the  Laboratory  furnace  were  those  Ta:\de 
by  me  for  Dr  Parkman;  don't  know  wlieiher  I 
can  state  the  events  which  I  remember  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  the  teeth 
in  Older,  but  I  do  remember  that  the  teeth  were 
made  by  me  before  I  went  to  Europe.  Dr. 
Patkman's  name  is  on  the  plaster  cast  of  his 
jaws — I  put  it  on  them  at  the  time  the  jaws  and 
leeth  were  manufactured. 

Direct  rssumed.  1  said  before  the  coroner's 
jury  that  there  was  part  of  a  natural  tooth  ad- 
hering to  one  ofthe  blocks  of  mineral  teeth — 
were  thrown  into  the  fire  enclosed  in  ihe  head. 
Dr  Lfster  Noble  called. — I  was  an  as- 
sistant of  Dr.  Keep  from  the  12ih  of  September, 
IS46,  until  the  middles  ofthe  last  July,  (1849.) 
I  am  now  prosecuting  my  studies  in  Baltimore. 
I  remember  making  mineral  teeth  for  Dr.  P.,  in 
1846;  wrote  Dr.  Parkm.in's  name  on  the  mod-, 
el.  The  inscription  on  the  model  is  "Dr.  Park- 
man,  October,  18l6."  I  recogniz»d  the  teeth 
the  moment  I  saw  tliem  as  those  made  by  me  for 
Dr.  Parkman,  as  well  from  the  general  configu- 
ration as  from  several  peculiarities,  which  I  re- 
membered; noticed,  also,  the  defacement  given 
them  by  Dr.  Keep,  in  griiuling  down  the  edges. 
Am  positive  that  these  are  the  teeth  made 
for  L)r.  Parkman  ;  have  as  good  reason  to 
believe  these  teeth  were  made  by  me,  as  I  have 
to  believe  any  fact  which  I  know.  Remember 
that  they  were  to  have  been  done  by  the  day 
that  the  Medical  College  was  opened;  rem.era- 
ber  the  circumstances  of  the  opening.  Gov. 
Everett  delivered  the  speech;  I  was  present 
and  watched  to  s?e  if  Dr.  Parkman  would  speak 
in  order  to  discover  how  the  teelh  would  work; 
he  did  not  speak  as  I  inferred  he  woul  I  when 
he  was  complimented  by  Gov.  Everett  for  his 
generosities;  I  understood  that  Dr. P.  had  given 
the  land  on  which  the  Medieal  College  stood,  to 
Harvard  College. 

Here  the  court  adjourned  until  3  1-2   o'clock. 


AETEENOON    SESSION. 

At  h&lfpast  three  o'clock  the  Court  resum- 
ed its  sitting,  amid  much  excitement  and  coa- 
fusion  among  the  crowd  outside. 

Dr.  L>:sTER  Noble,  recalled.  I  had  just 
commenced  studying  dentistry  wilh  Dr.  Keep 
at  the  time  when  Dr.  Parkman's  teeth  were 
made;  the  first  operation  is  to  take  a  cast  in 
wax  of  the  gums;  I  made  the  cast  or  mould  in 
the  sand,  and  then  cast  the  metal  model.  1 
have  had  experience  concerning  the  action  of 
fire  on  mineral  teeth;  never  knew  mineral  teeth 
thrown  into  the  fire  without  cracking;  they 
may  be  heated  gradually  up  to  a  great  degree 
of  heat  and  then  cooled  off,  but  sudden  heating 
cracks  them;  1  had  a  subsequent  operation  on 
these  teeih;  Dr.  Parkman  cam.e  to  the  office  to 
have  the  teeth  repaired;  he  had  had  them  iu 
his  pocket,  and  they  were  bent  together  so  as 
to  be  unserviceable.  I  repaired  them.  Doa't 
remember  exactly  what  time  this  was. 

Dr.  Jeffries    VVyman  called.     Have  been 
Pi o lessor  of  Anatomy  for  the   last  six  years; 
was  professor  of  anatomy  to  Harvard  college  on 
the  2d  day  of   Dee.,    1849.     An   arrangement 
was  made  that  I  should  attend  to  the  anatomi- 
cal examiDation  of  the  bones  found ;  my  atteu- 
tion  was  called,  though  not  specially,  to  the 
fleshy  portions  of  the  remains   found;  the  box 
which  is  now  exhibited  contains  the  fragments 
of"  bones  found  in  the  furnace,   &c.     The  dia- 
gram which  I  hold  is  a  representation  of  ih^e 
parts  found  in  the  vault  of  the  privy.     My  opin- 
ion was  on  seeing  the  chest  or  thorax  that  the 
parts  had  been  taken  out  by  a  physician   as  at 
an  ordinaiy73csf7no7-fem  examination;  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  sternum   was   separated  from 
the  ribs,  seem.ed  to  corroborate   this  opinioE; 
I     thought    the     separation    of     the     thigh 
bones  from    the    joints  seemed  to_  indicate  a 
knowledge  of  the  location  of  those  joints;  I  no- 
ticed  that  there  was  a  great  coincidrnce  be- 
tween the  pans   when  placed  in   apposition;  I 
saw  nothing  which  would  not  warrant  the  idea 
that  the  parts  found  were  the  parts  of  one  and 
the  same   body;  my  anatomical   knowledge  ex- 
tends to  all  parts  of  the  hamHn  body;   don't 
know  how  difficult  it  may  be  to   separate  the 
headof  a  person  from   his  body  with  a  knife; 
a  blow  or  stab  inflicted  between  the  sixih  and 
seventh   ribs,    near    the  nipple,    might    cause 
b'ood  to  flow  inwardly  except  that  coming  from 
the  separation  of  trie  skin;  if  a  person  were  first 
struck  on  the  head  and  then   stabbed,  and  the 
bl'-'od  should  flow  inwardly,  it  would  be  an  easy 
task  to  remove  that  blood  by  opening  the  body; 
it  would  require  some   care.     1  made  a  micros- 
copic exam.ination  of  some  of  the  spots  on  tha 
staircase  near  the  lower  landing  and  was  satis- 
fied that  they  had  not  been   made  by  blood.    I 
saw  on  the  walls  drop*  of  what  I  thought  to  be 
nitrate  of  copper,  first  saw  this  on  Sm^day,  was 
alterwards  told  by  some  of  the  Physicians  that 
they  were  drops  of  nitrate   of  copper,     I  made 
an  experiment  with  nitrate  of  copper  to  see  if  it 
would  destroy  the  globules  of  blood  so  that  they 
could  not  be  detected  by   he  microscope— found 
that  the  action    of  the  nitrate  of  copper  was 
not  immediate  but    in   a  few   hours   1   found 
that      the      globules      were      destroyed     and 
criuld  not  be  detected  by    microscopic  examina- 
tion.    My  opinion   is,   iherefure,    that   nitrate 
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wiil  destroy  (he  gIol)ii!es  iu  blood  beyond  the 
power  of  microscopic  action,  A  pair  of  panta- 
loons and  slippers  were  brought  to  me  from  the 
laboratory,  and  were  supposed  to  have  upon 
them  some  drops  or  splashes  of  blood.  1  discov- 
ered diU  these  spots  were  made  by  blood — don't 
know  what  the  red  substance  on  the  slippers  is 
— it  looks  like  Venetian  red,  and  is  similar  to 
what  was  (ound  on  the  fl.ior  of  ttie  laboratory. 
[Here  the  slippers  and  pantaloons  were  exhib- 
ited to  the  jui  v.]  There  is  an  indication  which 
satisfied  m3  that  the  blood  did  not  fall  down 
apon  the  pantaloons.  I  came  to  this  conclusion 
from  tbe'laci  thai  the  drops  or  splashes  are  flat 
and  were  not  in  the  elongated  form  which  drops 
of  blood  would  manifest  when  falti  »g  aloiif'  a 
perpendicular  sill  face;  the  blood  drops  are  on 
the  left  leg  of  the  pantaloons;  the  name  of  "Di 
Webster"  is  on  the  lining  of  the  pantaloons; 
the  paper  which  I  now  exhii)it  was  given  to  me 
by  one  of  the  officers  in  the  laboratory;  there  is 
a  drop  of  blood. 

Here  Dr.  Wyman  exhibited  the  bones  taken 
■^ritti  the  slags  from  ihe  fari;ace  to  the  jury  tel- 
ling what  part  of  v/hat  bone  h"  exhibited  illus- 
trating hisremarks  by  the  use  ot  the  diagram, 
alltided  to  ia  another  part  of  our  report.  Are 
satisfied  that  the  hones  which  I  exhibited  con- 
siilat9_the  main  portions  of  the  right  half  of  the 
lower  jaw  of  a  very  old  subject  tlie  teeth  are  all 
missing,  three  large  grinders  of  the  right  jaw 
are  missing  and  their  sockets  filled  up  indica- 
ting a  persotj  advanced  in  years. 

There  is  a  great  resemblance  between  the 
form  of  the  bones  of  the  jaw,  when  placed  in 
apposition— and  the  plaster  cast  made  by  Dr. 
Keep. 

Among  these  parts  of  bones  1  do  not  find  any 
duplicate ;  they  are  all  fragments  of  the  bones 
of  one  and  the  same  bodv;  on  each  side  of  the 
pxvi  of  a  well  developed  subject  there  are  8  teeth, 
viz  : — 2  incisors,  1  cuspid,  1  bicuspid,  and  4 
molars;  the  three  molar  teeth  or  grinders  were 
absent  in  the  parts  of  the  jiw  discovered. 

Cross  examination.  I  have  examined  the 
brick  taken  up  from  the  laboratory  floor,  on  the 
suspicion  that  some  l)lood  had  percolated  the 
crevices  between  them;  did  not  find  any  blood 
on  them;  there  was  none  on  the  mortar;  did 
not  examine  the  sand;  I  saw  a  hole  between  the 
ribs  of  the  chest  or  thorax;  the  flesh  was  torn 
near  the  pole,  which  might  have  been  caused  by 
cutting  the  cartilage  of  the  sternum; 
a  drop  of  blood  falling  from  the  heiijht  of  three 
feet,  and  striking  a  vertical  surfice,  would 
trickle  dov/n,  and  would  not  be  splashed  as  it 
is  on  the  pantaloons.  After  the  first  48  hours^ 
the  blood  woald  assume  a  dark  broww  Ime-  af- 
ter which,  it  would  not  chanse.  ev«n  zi\r  .r/^>i;_ 
The  hue  of  the  blood  on  tfie  pantaioons  antl 
slippers  was  somewhat  obscured  by  being  on  a 
dark  ground. 

Dr.  Wynaaa'g  Repert« 

The  following  is  Prof.  Wyman's  catalogue  of 
the  fragments  of  bones  found  in  Dr.  Webster's 
icmace — referred  to  in  his^testimony,  giiren  on 
Thursday. 

Catalogue  of  the  fragments  of  bones  taken 
from  the  ashes  of  the  furnace  in  Dr.  J,  W. 


Webster's  laboratory,  at  the  Medical  College  in 
Grove  street,  and  first  seen  by  me  December  2, 
1849  (Sunday.) 

The  list  of  fragments  of  hones  given  at  the 
Coroner's  inquest  is  subjoined.  The  present 
catalogue  includes  the  parts  there  enumerated  as 
well  as  others  which  were  determined  subse- 
quently to  the  Coroner's  inquest 

Tbe  numbers  which  follow   the  names  in  the 
Coroner's  list,  are  those  which  designate  the 
same  parts  in  the  present  catalogue  : 
No  en  Coroner's  list.  No.  on  new  list. 

1.  Fragments  of  cranium,  7 

2.  Fr  gmentd  of  the  orbit  of  the  eye,       1 

3.  Two  fiagmeiits  of  itie  lower  jaw,      11 

4.  Fragmei  ts  of  a  humtrus,  14 

5.  Tip  of  the  olecranon  process  of  the 

Ulna,  15 

6.  Terminal  phalanx  rf  a  finger,  19 
7  Fr^igments  of  a  Tibia,  21 
8.  Ri-:lit  Asiragalus,  24 
9   Right  Os  Cakis,  23 

10.  Fragment  of  the  A  las,  12 

11.  Cervical  vertebra  (body  united  with 

the  Atlas,  since  detached) ,  13 

12.  Philanx  ot  a  toe,  30 

13.  Fragments  undeter mined,  35 

^e-examination:  received  the  fragmants  Jan. 
24th,  1850. 

Names  of  the  bones  identified,  and  the  cha- 
racters by  which  tliey  were  determined. 

Those  about  which  a  question   existed,  are 
marked  as  doubtful. 
No.  1.     Frontal,  bone — Outer  angle  of  the  or- 
bit, left  side— on  this  may  be   seen 
the  outer  portion  of  temporal  ridge. 
Part  of  the  cavity  of  the  orbit. 
Supraorbital  notch 
Part  of  the  frontal  sinus. 
(This  is  No.  2  of  the  Coroner's  list.) 
No.  2.     Temporal  bone — Petrous  portion  of 
the  left  side. 

Internal  auditory  foramen. 
Jugular  fossa. 
Carotid  canal. 
Fenestra  ovalis. 
No.  3.  Temporal  bone — Digastric  fossa  of  the 
left  side  with  a  poniou  of  the   "  ad- 
ditamentum"  of  the  squamous  ja- 
ture. 
No.  4    Spherodial  bone — Base  of  the    great 
wing  on  the  right  side. 
Foramen  rotund  um. 
Foramen  ovale. 
Spheroidal  sinus. 
Midian  canal. 
Suture. 
7  No.  5.   Temporal  6one— Mastoid  process. 
Mastoid  cells. 
No..  6.  Parietal  bones. 

Two  tables. 

Vascular     canals.      Glands    of 
Sacchioni. 
No.  7,  Two  fragments  of  tlie  Occipital  bone — 
a  Occipital  protuberance. 
b  Left   lateral  portion,  with  lateral 
sinus. 
Tlipsp  fragments  are  continuous  portions 
No.  7a.  Fragments  of   cranium    not    deter- 
mined —  some    of   them  indicate 
fracture  previous  to  burning. 
N.  B. — A  few  of  these  were  found  during  the 
second   search   of  the    ashes  made   at  tlie  Mar- 
shal's office. 

(No.  1  of  tlie    Coroner's  list.) 
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Ustoraiion  of  Dr.  Far^^masi's  Skeleten. 


6— : 


Designed  by  Romse  from  a  slictch  by  Dr.   Jeffries  Wyrnan,  and  engraved  by  Taylor  i^  Adains 
Es-pedalhi  for  the  Boston  Herald. 


The  above  is  a  correct   copy   of  the  diagram  and  the  furnace,  in  the  part  of  the  Medical  Col- 

exhihiled  by  Prof.  Jeffries  Wyman,  in  the  course  lege  occupied  by  Dr.  Webster, 

cf  his  examinalion,  on  Thursday.     It  is  the  res-  .'^^"^   shaded  paris   of  this  figure   represent 

'                     ^  what  was  found  in  the  vault  and  tea  chest;  the 

tsration  of  a  skeleton,  as   made  by  Prof.Wyman,  black  parts  what  was  discovered  in  the  furnace; 

from  the  faones    found    in  the   vault ,  tea  chest,  and  the  white  parts  what  was  not  found  at  all. 
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No.  8.  Lift  Molar  lone — 

Edge  of  the  Orbit. 

Edge  of  temporal  fossa. 

Maxiliiry  suture. 
No.  9.  Left  Upper  Jaw — 

Antrum. 

Suture  fitting  that  of  No,  8. 

Ridge. 

No.  10.  One  of  the   Condyles  of  the   Lmeer 

Jaio. 
No.  11.     Four  fragments  of  the  Loioer  Jaw. 
No.  3  )a.  Coronoid  pro  ess. 

Coroner's  list  ^  b    Alveola  portion  which  suc- 
ceeds to  a— dental  canal. 

c.  Portion  succeeding  to  b,  with  al- 
veolus and  denwl  canal. 

d.  Symphysis  (Chin). 


[No.  11.  Fragment  of  the  Lower  Jaw  — 
inside  of  the  right  tcalf.  No.  3  of  Coro- 
ner's list  indades  only  a  and  b.] 

No.  12.     Atlas  (No.  10  Coroner's  list- 
Upper  and  lower  arliculaiions,  and 
Archof  left  side. 

Tubercle  lor  transverse  ligament.   ' 
(A  piece  of  tarsal  bone, right  cuboid, 
adheres — see  No.  25.) 
No.  13.  Body  of  a  Cervical  Vertebrce. 

Under   surface   projecting  from  the 

slag. 
(No  '^11  Coroner's   list.) 
No.  14.   F'ragments  of  a  Humerics. 

These  are  somewhat  doubtful. 
No.  15.  Tip  of  Olecranon  proce.ss  ut  an  Ulna. 

(No.  5  Coroner's  list.) 
No.  16.  Fragment  of  a  Radius  or  an  Ulaa. 
No.  17.   Seaphoides  ot  the  led  side. 
No.  lla.. Trapezoides.      (Side    right    or    left 
doubtful.) 
[This  was  found  on  the  second  search.] 
No.  IS.  Second  phalanx  of&Jinger.  [Side  1] 
[Found  on  second  Fe.uch.] 

No.  19.  Terminal    phalanx    of    a  finger 

[Side  1] 
[No.  6  of  Coroner's  list.] 


No.  20.  Fragment  of  a  Radius. 
[Right  or  left    doubtful.] 
No.  3  1 .      Fragments  of  the  Right  Tibia. 

Tuberosily,with  spine  on  the  right. 
Canal  for  the  nutritious  artery  and 

adjacent  ridge. 
Spine — Articulation  with  fibula. 
Lower  articulating  surface. 
(No.  7  Coroner's  list.) 
No.  22.     Fibula,  central  position. 
No.  23.     Right  Os  CaZcis— nearly  entire. 

(No.  9  Coroner's  list.) 
No,  24.     Right  Astragalus — nearly  entire. 

(No   8  Coroner's   list.) 
No.  25.     Tarsal  bone,  right  cuboid. 
(This  adheres  to  No.  12  ) 
?  No.  25a.  Tarsal  bones. 
No.  26.     Metatarsal  bone  of  the  ^^^reai  toe. 

The  ridge  of  the   articulating  sur- 
face indicates  the  right. 
No.  27.     Metatarsal  bones — distal   portions. 
One  of  these  was   found  on  the  sec- 
ond search. 
No.  28.    Sesamoid  bone. 
No.  29.     Terminal  phalanx  of  the  little  toe — 
a  part  of  middle  phalanx  adheres. 
(second  search.) 
No.  30.     Middle  phalanx  of  a  toe. 

(No.  12  Coroner's  list.) 
No.  31.     Phalanx  of  a  toe.     (Second  search.) 
No,  32.     Fragments  of  fingers  and  toes. 
No.  33,     Fragments  of  cylindrical  bones. 
?  No.  31.     Fragments  of  bones  efface. 
No.  35.     Fragments  not  determined. 
(No.  13  Coroner's  list.) 
The  following  were  found  on  the  second  search; 
Nos.  7a— a  few  iragments,  17a,  27,29  and  31. 
The  fragments  oi  bones  enumerated  in  the 
preceding  catalogue,  belong  to  the  following  re 
gions  of  the  body,  viz  : 
Cranium, 
Face. 
Neck, 
Fore  arms, 
Hands, 

Right  leg  below  the  knee, 
Feet. 
There  are  some  fragments  which  were  Eup- 
posed  to  belong  to  the  Humerus;  ihey  eorres- 
poid  with  that  bone  as  to  their  angles  and 
curves,  but  are  not  of  sufficient  size  to  render 
it  certain  that  they  are  parts  of  a  humerus. 

Beside  the  pieces  of  cranium  in  the  package 
marked  No.  8a,  others  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
slag  connected  with  the  fragments  marked  Nos. 
1,  and  3  and  21.  Some  ot  the  pieces  in  No.  7a 
do  not  present  the  appearance  of  having  been 
fractured  by  the  process  of  calcination,  but 
by  mechanical  violence  previous  to  the  calcina- 
tion. 

The  fragments  o(  ihe  lower  jaw  are  those  ot 
the  right  side  and  chin — and  belong  to  a  peison 
from  whom  the  teeth  had  disappeared  i;et«een 
the  curnoid  process  and  the  region  oi  the  first 
molar  or  second  bicuspid.  The  alvusli  have  been 
absorbed  and  replaced  by  a  flattene  1  surl.ice  with 
a  ridge  on  one  of  its  borders.  This  would  indi- 
cate that  many  months  had  elapsed  since  the 
disappearance  of  the  molar  teeth, 

'J'he  bone  of  the  leg  (the  Tibia)  is  unequivo- 
cally ihat  ol  the  right  side. 

The  additional  Iragments  enumerated  in  this 
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list  and  not  mentioned  in  the  coroner's  list, 
were  determined  subsequently  to  tiie  inquest 
and  the  examinaiion  of  the  Grand  Jury,  and 
were  (with  tne  exception  of  s.sch  as  are  record- 
ed as  having  been  found  on  the  second  search) 
found  in  the  paeicage  marked  on  tlie  coroner's 
liii,  "No    13,  Ifagmenis  not  determined." 

[Here  a  recess  often  minutes  was  granted  to 
the  jury.] 

The  blood  of  a  human  being  can  be  distin- 
guished from  that  of  &ome  animals,  by  micro- 
scopic examination. 

Da  Oliver  Wendell  Qolmes  called.  I 
saw  Dr.  Farkman  on  the  23d  November,  18-!9; 
am  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard 
College;  Prol.  Webster  lectures  four  times  a 
wgek  ihroughiiut  the  course,  and  his  Labora- 
tories and  lecture  rooms  form  a  distinct  part  ef 
the  college,  entirely  separate  from  the  rooms 
of  all  the  other  professors.  Prof.  Webster  lec- 
tures from  12  till  1  o'clock,  inyself  from  1  till 
2  o'clock.  The  separation  of  the  parts 
very  evidently  showed  some  anatomical 
knowledge.  Doctor  Wyman  called  my 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sternum 
was  separated  from  the  ribs.  I  remarked  that 
the  sternum  was  cut  from  the  ribs  by  some  per- 
son who  knew  ill  what  direciion  to  cut.  If  a 
wound  should  be  given  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  directed  upwards  there  would  be  but 
very  litile  effusion  of  blood — if  the  wound  was 
given  horizontally,  then  there  would  be  a  con- 
siderable etTusion  of  blood — remember  the  day 
when  Dr.  Parkman  disappeared —  my  lec- 
tures had  commenced  that  day  —  Doctor 
Webster's  rooms  are  not  so  situated 
that  I  can  hear  noises  in  il  from  my  room;  ne- 
ver was  disturbed  in  my  lecture  room  by  noi- 
ses in  Prof.  Webster's  rooms;  the  reason  why 
I  d'in't  hear  noises  in  my  lecture  rooiri  from  the 
Professor's  is,  that  when  my  lecture  room  is 
occupied,  his  is  not;  a  part  of  his  lecture  room 
is  under  mine,  but  not  directly  under 
the     pan     where      I     stand     to     lecture  . 

Cross-Examined.  Can't  answer  except  hy- 
potheiically  as  to  whether  blood  would  flow 
externally  or  not  from  a  wound  given  in  the 
region  of  the  heart;  I  have  heard  applause  from 
Dr  Webster's  students  in  his  room,  while  1  have 
been  in  my  operating  room.  A  mortal  blow 
might  be  given  on  the  head  of  a  person  with- 
out there  being  any  effusion  of  blood. 

Wx^.  Eaton,  Policeman,  called.  I  was  pre- 
sent at  the  Medical  College  at  the  time  the 
thorax  was  taken  from  the  tea  chest;  the  tho- 
rax was  taken  out  of  the  tea  chest  and  laid  on 
its  back;  saw  that  the  skin  was  turned  over  on 
the  ribs;  saw  the  hole  between  the  ribs  and  re- 
marked that  it  was  about  the  size  of  the  knife. 

cross-examined. — t  refer  to  llie  knife  found 
in  the  tea  chest;  put  my  hand  on  the  fi«t!«fr«  {«- 
(iveen  the  ribs;  those  around  said,  »J«»rc  •.•r-^i 
the  body ;  I  bi-ushed  off  (he  tan  from  the  thorax 
with  my  hand;  there  were  about  five  or  six  oth- 
ers in  the  room;  no  one  but  myself  at  the  time  I 
first  saw  the  thorax ;  attempted  to  brush  the  tan 
off;  saw  the  hole  in  the  thorax  when  I  took  it 
up;  didn't  know  that  the  remains  were  in  the 
tea  chest  until  it  was  turned  over;  officer  Fuller 
and  myself  stood  for  some  time  side  by  side 
taking  out  raintrals,   there   were  two  layers  of 


them.  I  unwrapped  several  species  of  m^r^©ir- 
a!s.  1  stiid  ni^ht  atid  day  at  the  Medlc&l 
College,  after  Professor  Webster's  •.\rregij 
until  the  body  was  taken  away;  did  not  turn  the 
body  over  nijseU,  but  knew  th'it  it  was  turned 
over,  do  not  know  by  whom. 

At  this  juncture  the  court  adourned,  until  9 
o'clock  A.  M.  Friday  morning. 

FOURTH  DAY. 

Friday,  March  22— A.M. 
The  galleries  of  the  court  room  were  opeend 
to  the  public  at  about  20  minutes  before  9  o'- 
clock, and  were  instantly  filled  almost  to  suffo- 
cation by  an  excited  multitude.  At  5  minutes 
before  9  o'clock  the  jury  entered.  At  9  o'clock 
the  prisoner,  who  had  been  placed  in  the  dock  a 
few  minutes  before,  was  taken  in  custody  of  his 
official  attendant,  Edward  J.  Jones,  to  one  of 
the  ante  rooms  in  the  court  house,  to  consult 
with  Judge  Merrick,  senior  counsel  for  the  de- 
fence. He  entered  at  ten  minutes  past  9  o' 
clock,  and  was  shoitly  after  followed  by  the 
court.  The  names  of  the  jury  were  next  called 
and  the  proceedings  commenced. 

Littlefield's  Testimony- Very 
Importaiit  —  Startling  Bis- 
elosures. 

26th  witness  Ephratm  Littlefield  called. 
I  have  no  middle  name;  my  connection  with 
the  medic d  college  is  that  of  janitor;  I  have 
charge  of  the  whole  building;  make  fires  in  the 
rooms,  and  have  been  janitor  7  years.  Since 
last  October  had  charge  of  the  college  in  Mason 
street;  have  known  Prof.  Webster  since  1  first 
acted  as  janitor;  knew  Dr.  Parkman;  v/as  pres- 
ent at  an  interview  between  Dr.  Parkman  and 
Prof.  Webster;  on  Monday  the  19lh  of  Novem- 
ber, towards  evening,  we  were  in  his  (Web- 
ster's) private  room;  I  stood  near  the  stove, 
stirring  some  water  with  salt;  there  v/ere  three 
candles  burning  at  the  time;  the  Professor  was 
reading  a  chemical  book,  as  I  supposed,  at  the 
time;  while  I  was  stirring  the  water,  I  didn't- 
hear  any  footsteps,  but  on  looking  up,  sud- 
denly, I  saw  Dr.  Parkman  in  the 
room.  I  observed  that  Professor  Webster  was 
surprised  to  see  him  appear  so  suddenly.  Dr. 
Parkman  said,  as  L  thought,  Professor  Webster 
Are  you  ready  to  meet  this  to-night?  The  doc- 
tor afterwards  said  something  about  Dr.  Web- 
ster's having  sold  something  to  some  person, 
which  he  (Webster)  had  before  sold  to  him 
(Pa;kinan  )  Piofessor  Webster  said— "I  do  not 
remember  that  il  is  so— I  had  forgotten  it."  Dr 
Parkman  showed  Webster  some  papers  and 
then  went  tov^ards  ihe  door,  and  raising  his 
hand  said  "Professor  Webster,  —  something 
must  be  accomplished  to- morrow."  DrParkman 
left  the  room  and  I  have  not  seen  him  since; 
the  following  day  about  1  o'clock,  as  I  was 
standing  outside  the  medical  college,  Professor 
Webster  came  to  the  door  aad  asked  if  I  was 
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bu?y;  if  I  was  not  he  Tan  ted  me  to  carry  a  note 
to  Dr.  Parkman,  and  said  if  I  could  not  he 
should  have  to  cany  it  himself;  I  took  the  note 
and  £;ave  it  to  my  hoy  named  John  Baxter; 
I  told  him  to  take  tlie  noie  to  Dr  Paikman  as 
Boon  as  he  could;  Dr  Pai  kman  was  at  the  Col- 
lege on  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day  of  the  in- 
terview in  ilie  evening  (alluded  to  above);  Prof 
Webster  asked  me  il  the  vault  used  to  put  the 
remains  of  sniyects  for  dissection  in,  was  re- 
paired, and  that  the  (acuity  had  said  something 
about  having  a  new  one  marie;  he  asked  me 
how  the  vault  was  bnilt  under  his  coal  bin,  be- 
tween his  Laboratory  and  the  dispecting  loom; 
told  him  that  there  was  a  leak  in  the  coal  bia 
that  let  the  scent  all  over  the  building,  and  that 
the  vault  had  been  all  filled  up  with  dirt  ;  he 
asked  how?  I  had  got  down  to  it  ;  told  him  that 
I  had  taken  up  the  brick  floor,  aod  then  cut  up 
the  wooden  floor  beneath  ;  he  asked  me  if  that 
was  all  the  vault  in  the  building  ;  he  asked  me 
if  he  could  gel  a  light  into  that  vault ;  told  him 
no  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  was  sure  ;  I  replied  'hat 
I  was,  for  I  had  already  endeavored  to  gel  a 
light  into  the  vault  a  day  or  iwo  days 
before;  he  said  he  wanted  to  gel  some  of  the 
gas  out  of  it. 

To  the  Caurt.  The  foul  air  would  put  a 
light  out. 

Dr.  Ains worth  had  given  me  a  skeleton  to 
put  in  the  vault  a  little  while  before  to  masce- 
rate;  I  attennpted  to  put  a  light  down  there  to 
find  it,  but  the  foul  air  put  out  the  lamp:  he 
t-old  me  he  wanted  to  get  some  gas  out  o{  there 
to  try  an  experiment;  1  said  to  hiro,  "How  will 
you  get  it  out?''  Afterwards,  said  it  would  be  a 
good  time  then,  for  the  tide  was  up  and  was  pres- 
sing the  gas  up;  he  said  he  had  an  apparatus 
to  do  it  with,  and  said  when  he  wanted  the  gas 
he  would  let  me  know;  that  was  the  last  I  ever 
heard  of  it.  Oa  Thursday  W.  said  he  wanted 
me  to  get  him  some  blood  for  his  lectures;  took 
a  glass  vial  holding  about  a  quart  from  one  of 
the  shelves,  and  asked  him  if  that  would  do  to 
get  it  in;  he  replied,  "Yes,  get  it  full  if  you  can, 
from  the  Mass.  Hospital;"  I  saw  a  studeat  who 
attended  in  the  apothecary's  shop  in  the  Hos- 
pital, and  told  him  that  there  was  a  glass  jar, 
that  Dr.  Webster  wanted  some  blood  in  It;  he 
replied,  "I  think  likely  we  sha^l  bleed  some 
one  to-morrow  naorning,  and  Til  save  the 
blood;"  on  Friday  morning  I  went  over  to  the 
Hospital  and  saw  the  student;  he  said  that  he 
hadn't  bled  anybody  and  so  couldn't  get  any 
blood  ;  I  went  to  Professor  Webster's  room 
about  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  and  told  him 
I  couldn't  get  any  blood,  he  said,  he  was  sorry 
-— doni  recollect  that  any  tuing  lunher  was  said 
about  it,  dontreco'lect  any  further  interview  on 
that  day.  In  the  morning  (Friday)  after  1  had 
made  the  fire  in  his  back  room  I  took  a  brush 
and  swept  the  floor  and  threw  the  dirt  in  the 
fire,  went  to  put  the  brush  behind  the  door  of 
the  Laboratory  and  there  I  saw  a  sledge  ham- 
mer, had  seen  the  sledge  in  the  lower  rooms 
but  never  up  there  before — the  handle 
was  about  2  feet  loiTg  and  of  white  oak;  should 
think  that  it  would  weigh  six  or  seveft  pounds. 

To  the  Court— The  sledge  v/as  about  as  large 
itound,  on  the  face  of  it,  as  an  ordinary  orange, 
eut  ill  two;  never  saw  the  sledge  any  where 


hut  in  the  lower  room  before.  I  took  it  down, 
stairs  into  the  laboratory  asid  set  it  up  against 
the  large  vault  where  he  makes  gasses.  [Here 
the  plan  of  the  laboratory  was  exhibited,  and 
the  position  of  the  vault  shown  to  the  Court 
and  jury]  Have  never  seen  the  sledge  since; 
at  about  2  o'clock  I  was  standing  in  the  front 
entry  looking  out  of  the  front  door;  I  thought 
when  I  testified  before  the  coroners  jury  that  it 
was  about  half  past  1  o'clock,  but  I  ttunk  now  I 
was  mistaken;  I  saw  Dr  Parkman  coming  down 
Grove  street  very  fast;  he  was  about  opposite 
Fruit  street;  I  laid  down  on  the  settee  nearest 
the  furnace  or  register,  and  the  door,  wailing  for 
Dr.  Holme's  lecture  to  finish;  did't  hear  any 
one  go  into  or  come  out  of  Prof.  W.'s  rooms; 
laid  on  the  settee  until  a  lew  minutes  before  2 
o'clock,  and  tht^n  went  up  &tairs;  always  wait 
at  the  door  of  the  lecture  room  until  the  lecture 
is  out;  I  went  down  stairs  and  shut  the  front 
door  just  after  Dr.  Holmes  went  out;  aftei  wards 
w^ent  down  stairs,  cleaned  out  the  furnaces,  and 
left  the  materials  for  building  the  next  morn- 
ing's fire;  then  went  up  stairs  into  Prof.  W.'s 
back  room,  and  cleaned  out  the  stove;  I  then 
went  to  the  medical  lecture  room  and  cleaned 
he  fu,>-naces  out  there. 

[Here  the  wooden  model  was  exhibited,  and 
Littkfield  pointed  out  the  position  of  the  settee 
on  which  he  had  lain.  I 

I  then  went  down  to  Prof.  Webster's  labo- 
ratory, to  clean  up  there  ;  went  to  the  door  of 
the  laboratory  under  the  privy  stairway,  leading 
to  the  private  room  ;  this  was  the  door  under 
the  laboratory  staircase  ;  found  that  the  doors 
were  bolted  on  the  inside;  I  then  went  round  to 
the  other  door  of  the  laboratory,  on  the  same 
floor,  and  found  that  locked  or  bolted. _  (Here 
the  model  was  again  brought  into  requisition.) 
Thought  I  heard" him  in  there  walking,  and  the 
Cochituate  water  running ;  I  then  went  up 
stairs  to  the  door  that  leads  into  the  lecture 
room,  in  the  front  en'ry— put  the  key  itvto 
the  lock  to  unlock  it;  I  found  that  it  was  un- 
locked and  bolted  on  the  inside;  afterwards 
went  down  stairs  into  my  kitchen  and  laid 
down;  about  4  o'clock,  a  lady  who  was  from 
Medford,  and  staying  at  my  house,  came  into 
tffe  bed  room  and  said  a  gentleman  wanted  to 
see  me;  went  to  the  door  and  found  chat  it  was 
Mr  Petty;  he  had  corae  to  fill  oat  a  ticket  fora 
student  named  Ridgeway  who  was  going  away; 
We  fitted  out  for  him  all  but  one  for  Professor 
Webster's  lectures,  that  one  I  gave  him  myself 
—  I  had  some  of  Prof  Webster's  lecture-tickets; 
after  Petty  went  away,  (he  staid  about  15  min- 
utes) I  again  went  to  the  door  of  the  Laboratory 
found  the  doors  all  fastened  at  first. 
I  went  then  to  fix  his  fires  and  clean  the  room 
up;  he.  Prof.  Webster,  used  to  leave  on  his  ta- 
bles the  glasses  and  vessels  used  in  his  lec- 
tures, and  always  reques'ted  me  to  clean  them 
up.  At  about  lialf-past  5  o'clock,  as  I  was  in 
my  kitchen,  I  heard  some  one  coming  down  the 
stairs  of  the  back  entry.  [Here  the  position  of 
the  stairs  referred  to  was  exhibited  in  the  mod- 
el. ] 

Thp  person  was  Prof.  Webster;  he  set  tne 
candle  down. 

To  the  Court.  He  bad  a  candlestick  in  bis 
hand  and  a  candle  burniBg;  he  set  the  candle 
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down  on  t^e  settee  and   went  out  the  east  en- 
try. 

Did'nt  hear  any  more  of  Prof.  Webster  that 
ri^'lii;  I  weal  to  a  pariy  aker  that,  where  I  re- 
m:iii»ed  rill  half  ^.ast  nine  o'clock;  got  home 
about  tea  o'clock;  I  went  lo  Mr.  Grant's;  when 
1  go'  home!  went  to  the  kitchen,  took  off  my 
coal  ami  went  to  lock  up  tise  building;  went  to 
the  laboratory  stairs  door,  and  I  found  that  it 
was  fast. 

To  the  Court  -I  mean  the  one  that  leads  Qom 
niy  cellar. 

Next  weni  to  the  dissecting;  room  ta 
lock  up  them,  and  tried  the  door  of  the  store 
room,  unlocked  the  dissecting  room  door  hut 
saw  uo  one  there.  The  students  someiimes  dis- 
sect till  9,  10,  or  II  o'clock,  P  M.  I  bolted 
the  ouiside  door  and  shortly  after  we.-.t  to  bed — 
n'  vei  knew  me  doors  of  Professor  Webster's 
Liboratory  to  have  been  locked  before, at  night. 
Oa  Saturday— the  next  day  I  made  fires  in  all 
the  rooms  of  the  Profe-^sors  excepiing  Prolessor 
Web^ler's;  went  next  to  the  dissecting  room, 
and  found  that  it  was  unbolted;  it  was  near  7 
o'clock,  A.  M.;  I  thought  at  the  time  I  had 
fastened  some  siudent  in  the  night  before;  no- 
body had  a  key  ot  the  outer  door,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, excep  ing  Dr.  Leigh,  librarian.  On  Sat- 
urday I  went  to  Proiessor  Websipr's  lecture 
room  to  make  a  fire;  passed  down  through 
the  lecture  ro^m,  nnd  to  the  aoor  between  the 
lecture  room;  and  his  piivaie  rooms  never  had 
any  keys  to  th  it  door;  lie  had  'wo  locks  to  his 
door,  to  io"k  up  Ilia  rooms  during  the  summer 
Vacaiiun;  left  the  door  and  went  down  to  my 
part;  pieily  soon  after  that  Prol  Webster  cjsine 
intoihe;  College  through  my  entry;  think  he  had 
a  small  bnndle  un  ler  his  arm;  he  turned  to  go 
up  the  stairs  that  he  had  come  down  in  the  night ; 
I  lollijwed  him  up;  he  to  kihekej  ol  his  lecture 
room  door  and  went  in;  I  followed  hini  in; 
he  took  out  his  keys  and  unlocked 
tne  door  of  his  room  ;  he  said  to  me,  "Mr. 
Liitleti--ld  make  me  up  a  fire  ;"  I  made  it  in  the 
stove  ;  a>ked  him  if  he  wanted  anything  else 
done  ;  he  said  he  did  not ;  then  started  to  go 
down  stairs  through  the  l.i.[>oratory  ;  he  slopped 
me,  and  told  me  to  go  out  the  other  way  ;  I 
turned  round  and  went  out;  don't  think  I  was 
in  the  laboratory  again  that  day  ;  I  saw  Prof. 
Webster  once  more  after  that,  about  H  A.  M.; 
mf '  him  in  the  lower  entry,  coming  into  the 
cfjilege;  he  had  i  bundle  wrapped  in  a  newspa- 
per, under  his  arm;  1  paid  Prof.  Webster  $15 
in  half  eagles,  the  amount  received  from  the 
siuilent  Riilgew.iy;  don't  recollect  anything  fur- 
ther that  took  placj  that  day;  Prof.  Wef)S  er 
went  upt  >  his  room  to  work.  Saturday  is  my 
sweeping  day;  [  couldn't  get  into  his  rooms  any 
more  than  I  could  on  Friday;  generally  swept 
his  lecture  room  once  in  two  or  three  weeks, 
tried  the  doors  several  times  that  day;  I  heard 
him  ill  his  room,  I  m  lan,  I  heard  some  one  in 
the  room^;  don't  remember  of  seeing  the  Pro- 
fessor again  that  day;  I  heard  some  one  walk- 
ing in  Professor  Webster's  room,  and  could 
hear  the  water  running  all  the  time;  it  was  not 
in  the  habit  ol  running  so;  didn't  see  Professor 
Webster  in  the  college  all  day  on  the  next  Sun- 
day; o  I  Sunday  night  I  was  in  North  Grove 
street,  facing  Fruit  street,  with  a  B'lr.  Calhoun. 


We  were  talking  about  the  myfteiious  disap- 
pearance of  Dr.  Parkman;  Mr.  Kiagsley 
had  told  me  of  it  on  Saturday  afternoon; 
Mr  Ca!h.>un  exclaimed  there  is  one  of  our  Pro.. 
lessors  now;  1  looked  np  anil  saw  Piolessor 
Webster  coining  towards  us;  he  came  from 
Bridge  into  F^rnit  street;  lie  came  directly  up 
to  me  and  said  did  you  see  Dr  Parkman  during 
the  latter  part  ol  last  weekl  I  told  him  I  had; 
he  asked  me  what  time  I  had  seen  him  1  I  re- 
plied last  Friday  abnit  1  2  past  1  o'clock;  he 
asked  where  did  }OU  see  hiinl  I  said  about  this 
spot;  he  asked  which  way  he  whs  going  % 
I  said  right  towards  the  College  ;  he 
asked,  ''wnere  was  you  standing  that  you 
saw  ttim?"  I  answered  in  the  from  entry  near 
the  door;  he  struck  tiis  cane  on  the  ground  and 
said,  "thai  is  the  very  time  I  paid  him  four 
hundred  and  eiglity-three  dollars  and  sixty-odd 
cfnis;"  don't  recollect  the  cents  precisely  ; 
Webster  didn't  say  sixty-odd  cents  ;  I  told 
Webster  I  didn't  see  him  {ParkiTiau)go  into  the 
lecture  room  or  the  laboratory;  he  said  he 
had  counted  the  money  down  to  Dr.  Park- 
man  on  ihe  table  in  his  lecture  room  ;  he 
said  Dr.  Parkman  had  grabbed  the  money 
up  without  counting  it,  and  run  up  the  steps 
from  the  lecture  nom  as  last  as  he  could,  two 
steps  ar  a  time  ;  he  said  Dr.  Parkman  told  him 
he  would  go  over  to  Cambridge  and  discharge 
a  mortgage  ;  Dr.  Webster  said  •'!  suppose  he 
did,  but  I  havn't  been  over  to  see  ;"  he  (Web- 
ster) &.aid  he  had  come  over  to  see  about  it ;  I 
heard  him  say  'hat  he  had  1  een  to  Francis 
Parkman's  to  see  about  it.  V\'  hen  Dr.  Webster 
talks  with  me  generally,  he  holds  his  head  up 
and  lotdis  me  in  the  face— this  time  he  looked 
down  all  the  time,  and  seemed  to  be  agitated — 
never  saw  him  look  so  before— he  looked  pale; 
can't  say  wlsich  way  he  went  when  he  left  me; 
think  he  went  to  North  Grove  street,  towards 
Cambridge  street.  On  Monday  I  couldn't  get 
to  his  rooms  to  make  the  fires;  tried  the  doors 
twice;  I  afterwards  went  into  my  kitchen,  and 
my  wife  came  in  and  told  me  that  Dr.  Samuel 
Parkman  wanted  to  see  me,  and  had  just  gone 
up  to  see  Prolessor  Webster.  1  asked  how  he 
( Webster)  could  have  gotten  up  stairs  when 
all  the  doors  were  fastenfii.  She  said 
that  one  of  the  cellar  doors  was  open, 
I  went  up  to  Professor  Webster's  lecture 
room  and  saw  Webster  and  Dr.  Samuel  . 
Piiikman;  Professo  .»  ebster  stood  in  the  door 
of  tne  lectuf  com  and  Dr.  S.  Parkman  stood 
near  hi  ,  they  were  talking  about  Dr  Geo 
Parkman;  they  said  something  ab  lUt  money, 
and  Profe-isor  Webster  said  thai  he  seemed  very 
angry;  shortly  afierwards  rnv  door  bell  rang 
and  on  going  lo  it  I  louiid  there  a  genileiuaa 
in  specs;  did  not  know  him  at 
the  time;  it  was  Dr.  Parkman  Blake;  he  wanted 
to  see  Prof  Wehsier,  and  requested  metocar- 
ry  his  tiame  to  the  Professor;  I  went  to  the  door 
of  his  lecture  room,  and  iried  it,  but  could  not 
get  in;  I  then  went  round  to  the  other  door  of 
the  room,  and  found  Pro!.  W. ;  I  told  him  that 
Mr.  Blake  was  at  the  door,  and  wanted  to  see 
him  He  seemed  to  l)e;iitate,  but  tioally  said, 
"let  him  in."  This  was  about  —  in  the  morn- 
ing; I  then  went  up  stairs  to  the  labora- 
tory door,  and  tried  it,  again  between 
10  and  11  o'clotk,  and  found  the  doors  locked; 
just  after  one  of  the  door  bells  rung  and  1  went 
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down  stairs  and  found  Mr.  Kingsley  and  officer 
Starkweather  and  another;  Kingsiey  said,  "we 
want  to  look  round  this  college,  for  we  can't 
trace  the  Doctor  any  where  but  here;"  just  then 
Dr.  Hohnes  came  up  and  said  "  you  don't  want 
to  haiitl  all  our  suijects  out  of  the  chest  do  you?" 
KingsJey  said,  "  no,  we  want  to  look  about  the 
attics,  &c.  Then  Ductor  Holmes  told  me  to 
take  them  up  and  show  them  all  round.  I  went 
up  to  th»e  leciare  roum  of  Dc  Webster  and  gave 
two  or  three  loud  raps  on  the  door.  The  Pro- 
fessor came  to  the  door  and  merely  put  his  head 
out.  1  told  him  what  the  Officers  business  was, 
we  passed  in  and  through  into  the  lower  Labo- 
ratory and  then  down  into  my  celkir.  The  Dr. 
didn't  say  anything  to  my  recollection  on  that 
day — dont  recollect  whether  he  followed  us 
down  stairs  or  not, the  officers  Mr.  Kingsley  and 
myself  went  all  round  over  the  building 
— dont  recollect  whether  the  officers  went 
through  my  apavimenis  or  not;  I  heard  the  Pro- 
fessor in  his  rooms  afterwards;  went  up  to  the 
Laboratory  and  tried  his  doors,  but  found  them 
locked;  on  Tuesday  morning  I  went  and  tried 
all  the  doors  of  Professor  Webster's  rooms  in 
order  to  get  in  and  make  the  fires,  but  couldn't 
get  further  than  the  lecture  room;  afterwards 
went  into  the  lecture  room  and  found  Professor 
Webster  there;  he  hid  overalls  on;  I  went 
round  to  his  back  room  and  saw  that  he  had  a 
fire  in  the  stove;  he  went  round  the  table  to- 
wards the  back  rooin;  I  asked  him  if  he  wanted 
a  fire  made  in  his  furnace;  he  replied  "no! 
the  things  connected  with  my  lectures  won't 
stand  much  lieat  " 

(Here  the  jury  had  leave  to  retire   for  a  few 
minutes. ) 

After  an  intermission  of  fifteen  minutes,  the 
court  returned. 

Continuation  of  the  examination  oj"  Littlefidd. 

I  left  his  room  and  went  out  the  way  I  came 
in,  hy  the  front  entry.  A  short  time  after  that 
while  standing  in  the  wood  shed,  I  saw  Mr. 
Kingsley  and  officers  Glapp,  Rice  and  Fuller, 
coming  towards  me.  They  came  inte  the  shed 
anU  said,  we  are  going  to  search  every  foot  of 
land  in  the  college  and  neighborhood,  and  they 
should  begin  at  the  college,  for  if  the  college 
was  searched  first  the  people  in  the  neighbor- 
hood wouldn't  have  any  ei^iection  to  their  own 
houses  being  searched,  1  s.^  '  I  would  show 
them  over  any  part  of  the  building  i  which  I 
had  access  ;  at  that  moment  Dr.  Bigelow  ame 
forward  and  I  told  him  what  the  officers  wanted, 
he  ordered  me  to  show  them  all  over  the  build- 
ing, one  of  the  officers  then  said  let  u*  go  to 
vo  Professor  Webster's  room,  we  went 
up  and  found  his  door  was  <  locked 
went  round  the  other  way  and  we  found  the  door 
there  locked;  I  rapped  first  with  my  knuckles 
and  next  with  my  open  hand  very  loudly,  and 
Professor  Webster  came  to  the  door;  I  told  him 
what  the  officets  wanted  and  we  passed  in;  do 
not  recollect  hearing  Webster  say  any  thing; 
officer  Clapp  want  towards  the  small  room  in 
the  laboratory  and  tried  to  open  the  door,  but 
Professor  Webster  said  "That  is  the 
place  where  I  keep  my  valuable  and 
dangerous  articles  ;"  we  then  all  went 
down  into  the  lower  laboratory  and 
the  officers  went  towards  the  privy;  I  thought 


the  Professor  tried  to  turn  their  attention  from 
that  part  of  the  room,  as  he  opened  another 
door  and  called  their  attention  in  another  direc- 
tion. The  officers  said  they  wanted  to  search 
the  dissecting  vault;  they  wanted  to  lower  a 
light  into  it;  1  told  them  there  was  nothing 
ill  there  but  what  I  had  put  in  myself;  ihat  no 
one  but  myself  had  access  there,  and  that  it 
was  kept  locked  and  the  keys  were  in  my  pos- 
session; they  wanted  to  lower  a  light  down  into 
the  vault,  but  I  told  them  it  wouldn't  burn; 
Jn  the  vault;  the  width  of  the  receptacle  for  ihe 
dissecting  room  refuse  is  about  two  feet;  it  is 
about  two  feet  above  the  floor;  they  were  satis- 
fied and  did  not  attempt  to  look  there;  we  next 
got  a  light  from  my  lutchen  ;  Messrs  Clapp,  Ful- 
ler and  mysel!  descended  through  the  trap  door 
leading  down  to  the  foundation  wall;  Mr  Fuller 
wanted  to  go  to  the  back  side  of  the  building, 
an  1  had  to  go  on  one  hand  and  knee ;  the  officers 
wanted  to  get  into  the  vault  of  the  privy  of  Prof 
Webster's  Laboratory,  and  I  told  them  that  they 
could  not  doit  without  cutting  through  the  wall ; 
the]'  then  came  np  through  the  trap  doorjSearched 
all  my  rooms  and  then  went  off;  about  four 
o'clock  that  afternoon  Profess  or  Webster  came 
tij  the  College  afld  went  to  his  room  ;  I  heard 
him  unlock  the  door  of  his  room  as  I  was  stand- 
ing in  the  entry  ;  I  heard  him  unbolt  the  door 
of  his  lower  laboratory,  and  started  to  go  into 
the  kitchen,  when  his  bell  rung;  I  said  to  my 
wile,  "  I  guess  Prolessor  Webster  has  got  his 
doors  open,  now  so  that  I  can  go  into  his  room;" 
I  went  Uf>  and  found,  him  standing  at  a  talde 
in  his  laboratory  with  a  newspaper  in  his  hand 
reading  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  had  purchased  a 
Thanksgiving  turkey;  I  said  I  had  not,  and  as 
I  intended  to  spend  the  day  out  I  did  not  think 
of  getting  one;  he  asked  me  if  I  knew  where 
BIr.  Foster — near  the  Howard  Athenceum — 
kept?  I  said  yes;  he  then  gave  me  an  order  on. 
Mr.  Foster,  and  said,  "take  this  to  Mr  Foster 
and  get  a  nice  turkey,  as  I  make  a  practice  ot 
giving  away  several  at  this  time,  and  besides  I 
want  you  to  do  some  more  jobs  for  me  shortly; 
he  then  gave  me  another  order  on  Mr.  Forster 
to  send  him  some  sweet  potatoes;  I  carried  the 
order  to  Mr.  Foster's  and  picked  out  a  turkey, 
and  gave  him  the  order  for  the  sweet  poiatoes; 
he  never  gave  me  a  present  before  this  time 
even  to  the  value  of  a  cent;  came  back  home,  and 
sometime  after  heard  him  coming  down  the 
stairs.  I  started  out  to  go  to  the  Odd  Fellows' 
Lodge  ;  he  Saw  me,  and  asked  me  where  I  was 
going  ;  1  said  to  my  Lodge  ;  he  then  asked, 
"  Are  you  a  Free  Mason?"  I  replied,  "I  am 
part  of  one."  We  walked  up  Grove  street  to- 
gether, and  he  turned  towards  Cambridge  street; 
next  morning  (Wednesday)  Professor  Webster 
came  to  the  College  pretty  early  and  went  to 
his  room,  I  went  up  to  the  Laboratory  door  and 
hear  him  moving  things  about  the  room,  I  lis- 
tened to  the  door  and  tried  to  "  peep  "  through 
the  key-hole,  but  dould'nt  see  through  the  key 
hole  on  account  of  the  spring  being  down— I 
looked  around  and  saw  my  wife  looking 
at  me  from  below — I  afterwards  tried  to  cut 
through  the  joints  of  the  partition  walls, 
but  thinking  that  Professor  Webster 
heard  me  I  desisted  from  my  work; 
I  afterwards  laid  down  on  the  floor  near  the 
door  and  looked  through  the  crevice  between 
the  door  and  the  floor;  presently  1  saw  Profes- 
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sor  Webster  come  along  wiih  a  coal  hod  in  bis 
hand;  1  could  see  as  high  as  his  krees. 
lie  went  to  a  coal  bin  which  is  in  the  Labora- 
tory near  the  privy  and  which  contiins  coal 
and  bark  which  had  been  pat  in  before  the  lec- 
tures commenced — I  heard  him  moving  things 
about  the  room— I  laid  in  this  position  about  5 
minutes  and  then  went  back  to  my  wife.  About 
3  o'clock  I  went  up  through  the  Laboratory  en- 
try and  discovered  that  The  right  hand  walls 
along  the  stairs  were  very  hot.  I  knew  that 
the  heat  proceeded  from  a  furnace  where  I  never 
made  a  fire,  I  couldn't  bear  my  hands  on  the 
walls  but  a  short  time.  I  was  afraid  that  the 
building  would  take  fire,  and  went  to  the  store- 
room to  get  my  keys;  tried  several  of  the  doors, 
and  found  them  locked;  I  then  went  to  the  lec- 
ture room  to  see  if  I  could  get  into  the  labora- 
tory, but  the  doors  were  all  locked;  I  finally  got 
^.into  one  of  the  laboratories,  where  the  small 
furnace  (not  the  furnace  which  heated  I  he  walls) 
was,  and  going  to  that  found  that  there  was 
some  fire;  it  (the  rim  of  the  furnace)  was  cov- 
ered over  with  minerals  and  stone  pots;  I  then 
went  and  got  into  the  lower  laboratory  through 
the  window,  and  on  looking  into  the  hogs- 
heads, found  that  the  water  which  had 
filled  them  previously,  had  been 
taken  out.  There  was  a  copper  spout 
leading  from  the  hogsheads  to  the  sink.  I 
looked  into  the  barrels  used  to  contain  pitch 
pine  kindlings,  and  it  looked  as  though  about 
two-thirds  had  been  taken  ou!;  I  went  up  the 
stairway  to  the  upper  laboratory,  and  then  I  saw 
spots  of  a  psculiar  appearance,  not  like  any 
I  ning  I  had  ever  seen  before.  I  tasted  of  the 
material,  and  thought  it  was  acid;  in  going  in- 
to his  back  private  room,  I  noticed  the  same 
peculiar  spots  on  the  floor  of  that  room.  The 
Cochituate  water  was  still  running.  What 
made  this  appear  unusual,  was  that  when  some 
time  before  I  had  left  the  water  running,  he 
had  stopped  it  and  said  he  didn't  like  to  have  it 
running;  I  had  noticed  in  the  entry  a  box  of  grape 
vines,  and  a  bag  of  tan,  and  they  laid  in  the  entry 
sometime.  I  tried  several  times  to  put  them  into 
Prof  Webster's  room,  but  the  doors  were  fasten- 
ed, and  I  could  not  do  it.  My  wife  told  me  to 
put  thein  down  cellar.  I  received  the  ord':;r  for 
the  tui  key  on  Wednesday , not  Thursday  as  stated 
before  the  coroner's  jury ;  I  made  the  mistake 
ana  told  one  of  the  jury  of  it;  the  afternoon  on 
which  I  had  the  order  for  the  turkey  given  me 
Professor  Webster  sent  me  to  buy  for  him  a 
piece  of  lime  about  as  big  as  ray  head. 

Here  the  court  adjourned  until  3  1-2  o'clock 
P.  M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  the  court  was 
crowded  more  densely,  if  possible,  than  during 
tl>e  earlier  part  o(  the  day.  The  large  number 
of  aged  gentlemen  that  appeared  in  court,  some 
over  seventy  years  of  age,  as  mere  spectators, 
were  made  the  subjects  of  remark.  Some  with 
specs  on  nose — some  with  bald  heads,  and 
others  with  their  silvery  locks — it  may  be  taken 
as  the  best  coraraentory  upon  the  general  ex- 
citement that  prevails  throughout  the  comrauaity 


in  relation  to  the  faofs  connected  with  this  ex- 
traordinary trial.  Littlefield  resumed  his  place 
upon  the  stand,  when  his  direct  examination 
was  proceeded  with. 

Ephraim     Littlefield,      re-called  —  On 
ThaiikfgivJEg  day  I  put  the  box  of  grape  vines 
and  Lag  of  tan   in   the  cellar   in  the  forenoon. 
I  actually  made  the  attempt  to  put  them  in  the 
Professor's  room.     On  that  day   in   the  after- 
noon about  3  o'clock   I  began  to  work   at   the 
wall  under  the  vault.     I  wanted  to  satisfy   my- 
self as  to  whether  there  was  anything  under  the 
vault,  for  I  could   not  go   out   of  the   College 
without      somebody      saying      to      me      that 
Dr.  Parkman  was  in  the  iWedical  College,  and 
that  he  would  be  found  there,    if  he   was   ever 
found  anywhere  ;  all  the  rest  of  the   building 
had  beeu  searched  except  that  part  of  it ;  that  I 
knew  hadn't  been  searched,  because  I    had  the 
key  of  it ;  I  went  down  the  front  scuttle,  lifted 
up  the  trap  door,  went  to  the   backside  of  the 
wall,  where  officer  Fuller  and  myself  had  been 
the  Tuesday  before,  and  began  to  work  ;  I  had 
then   a   hammer  and    a    morticing    chisel ;  I 
worked  some  time,  got  out  two  courses  of  brick; 
but  as  I  couldn't  do  more  with   those    tools, 
so  I  gave  up  work  about  4  o'clock   P.   M. ;  that 
night  I  »,;ent  to  ihe  Thanksgiving  ball   of   the 
Shakspeare  Division  of  the  Sons   of  Temper- 
ance, at  Cochituate  Hall;   next  morning  I  got 
up  about  9  o'clock,  and   as  I  .sat  at  breakfast, 
Dr.  Webster  came  into  the  kitchen  and  took  up 
a  paper  and  appeared  to  be  reading  it;   he  said 
"is  there  any  more  news?"     I  said    there  was 
none;  he  said  that  he  had  been  in   Mr.  Hench- 
man's   apothecary  shop,    and   Mr.  Henchman 
had    told      him    that    a    woman    had    seen  a 
large  bundle    put    into    a    cab;    she    remem- 
bered the  number  of  the   cab,    and    the    cab 
was  found,  and   discovered   to  be   all   covered 
with  blood.     I  replied  that  there  were  so  many 
stories  about   Dr.   Parkman    that  we   couldn't 
tell  what  to  believe.     Prof  Webster  then  went 
up  stairs.     Some  time  after  this  I  was  oversee- 
ing the  arrangement  of  some  busts  which  I  had 
employed  some  men  to  bring  for  Dr.    Warner's 
Museum.       Doctor     Bigelow     was     present; 
I  told  Dr.  Henry  J   Bigtlow  that  I  had  com- 
menced digging  through  the  wall.  I  understood 
him  to  say^,  "Go  ahead   with  it;"  I  told  Dr. 
Bigelow  all  about  Professor   Webster  keeping 
his  doors  locked—  [this  last  was  ruled  out  as 
incompetent]— I  went  into   the  demonstration 
room,  and  ttiere  I   found  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson 
alone.     I  told  him  I  was   digging  through  the 
wall;  he  got  up  and  came  toward  me;  said  hCj 
"Litlkfield,  I  feel  dreadfully  about  this  matter, 
and  do  you   go   through  that  wall  before  you 
sleep,"  he  asked  me  what  1  should  do  if  I  found 
anything  there.     I  told  him  I  should  go  to   Di, 
Holmes's,  he  said  "dontyougo  there,  but  go  to 
old  Dr.  Bigelow  in  Summer  street  and  then 
come  and  tell  me,  write  your  name  on  my  slate 
and  I   shall  umierstand  ii,"  I  did   so. 

Attorney  Genekal,  oh!  well  we'll  come  to 
that  presently. 

■  I  then  went  to  Leonard  Fuller,  I  believe,  and 
asked  him  to  lend  me  a  crowbar,  he  asked  me 
what  I  wanted  to  do  with  it,  I  told  him 
I  wanted  to  dig  a  hole  in  a  brick  wall  to 
carry    a    lead    pipe    through    the   hole    for 
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water— be  then  replied,  I  "guess  you  do," 
I  thea  v/ent  to  the  house  and  locked  all  the 
outside  doors,  and  left  the  keys  on  the  inside, 
sn  that  no  one,  not  even  Prof  Webstor,  could 
gel  in;  let  down  the  latch  of  ihe  front  door;  1 
then  told  my  wife  to  keep  watch  and  >ee  if  any 
body  came,  for  I  was  going  to  work  tit  the  wall; 
told  her  if  she  saw  Piof.  Wtbsler  come,  to  give 
fo  ir  raps  with  a  hammer  on  the  kitchen  floor, 
so  that  I  could  hear  it,  before  she  let  him  Ju, 
hut  it  the  other  Professors  came,  to  let 
them  in  ;  but  not  to  disturb  me  ; 
then  I  got  a  pair  of  gloves, 
and  xvent  to  work  at  the  wall;  did  not  make 
mucn  progress  and  finally  came  up  and  went 
over  to  Fuller  and  asked  for  a  cold  chisel;  be 
gave  me  jusl  such  a  one  as  I  wanted;  went  back 
to  work  and  got  along  (or  a  short  time  very  fast, 
but  paetently  heard  four  raps  above;  I  ran  up 
and  my  wife  said  "I  saw  two  gentlemen  pass 
and  thought  one  ol  ihem  was  Dr  Webster,  but 
they  were  only  Mr  Kingsley  and  officer  Stark- 
weather; ihey  came  to  the  door  and  inquired 
fur  you."  I  weat  oui  and  Mr.  Kings- 
ley  asked  me  what  private  place 
there  was  in  the  College  that  had  not  been 
searched.  I  told  him,  and  he  said  "Let  us  go 
into  his  (Webster's)  rooms,"  and  I  rej>lie(l  that 
tliose  rooms  werf  all  locked  up  and  we  could  not 
get  into  them.  They  then  went  away,  do  not 
know  which  way.  I  saw  officer  Trenhoira 
standing  in  the  street,  and  told  him  that  in  hall 
an  hour  or  twentv  minutes  I  could  give  him  the 
result  of  my  labors,  and  I  then  went  into  ihe 
hoU'~e  and  my  wile  said  "you've  just  saved  your 
bacon  coming  np  for  Dr  Webster  has  just 
now  come  in  (objected  to  by  the  defence 
as  incompetent.)  I  tiid'nt  go  to  work  again  im- 
mediately. Did'nt  see  Prof.  Webster  go  in  but 
saw  him  come  out.  He  came  out  of  the  shed 
and  spoke  to  me  and  Mr.  Trenholm.  Said  that 
an  Irishman  on  the  other  side  of  Cambridge 
bridge  offered  a  $20  bill  to  pay  his  toll  of  one 
cent.  He  . "said  they  had  kept  the  bill  and  Ihe 
City  Marshal  had  a-ked  him  if  he  had  offered 
that  bill.  He  (the  Irishman)  had  replied  that 
he  could'nt  swear  to  it,  and  Webster  then  went 
off.  I  returned  to  my  work  at  the  wail  and 
using  the  crowbar  got  a  ho  e  clear  through  in 
five  minutes. 

To  the  Court.  I  had  got  a  small  hole  punch- 
ed through  before  I  eame  up,  a  hen  my  wife 
knocked. 

There  was  such  a  strong  draught  that  I  liked 
to  have  lost  my  light,  but  I  shaded  it  with  my 
hand,  and  put  the  light  and  my  head  through 
at  the  same  lime  and  the  draught  stopped;  the 
first  thing  I  saw  was  the  pelvis  of  a  man  and 
the  two  parts  of  a  Ifcg;  the  water  was  run- 
ning down  from  the  sink,  and  I  knew  that 
that  was  no  place  for  those  parts  to  be  ;  I  went 
up  stairs  and  told  my  wife  to  go  for  Dr.  Bige- 
low,  and  to  fasten  the  cellar  so  that  no  one 
could  go  down  ;  my  wife  spoke  to  me  first, 
when  1  came  up 

Question  by  Ait&mey  General.  What  was 
your  own  condition  when  you  ca  ue  up  out  of 
the  cellar? 

(Objected  toby  defence,  but  sustained  by  the 
Bench.) 
Answer.     1  was  very  much  affected, 
I  locked  the  cellar  door,   and   went  dowa  to 


Dr.  Bigelow's — the  old  gentleman's ;  a  girl 
came  to  the  door ;  I  asked  for  Dr.  Bigelow  ;  he 
wa,s  not  at  home,  and  Mrs.  Kigelow 
cam^e  to  the  door;  1  told  her  I  must  find  Dr. 
Bigelow;  she  asked  what  was  the  matter  with 
me,  calling  me  hy  name;  I  then  ran  dov/n  to 
young  Dr.  Bigelow's,  Chauncey  Place,  and 
told  him  what  I  had  discovered;  we  then  to- 
gether went  to  R.  G.  Shaw  Jr.'s;  the  city 
marshal  shortly  came  in  and  I  told  him  what  I 
had  found;  he  told  me  to  run  right  down  to  the 
College,  and'  he  would  follow  on  directly;  I 
went  to  the  College,  and  arrived  there  before 
the  rest  of  them;  I  found  Mr.  Trenholm 
at  my  house;  he  (Trenholm)  told  me  ihat  he 
had  been  down  to  the  cellar;  the  City  Mar- 
shall came  in  about  ten  minuies  afterwards, 
did'nt  hear  the  VAiy  Mari^hal's  testimony;  the 
hole  was  near  'the  north  corner  of  the  wall; 
we  could  stand  up  straight  near  the  wall. 

The  ground  slanted  from  the  hole  of  the  privy 
down  to  the  sea  wall,  here  the  plan  of  the 
building  was  shown  to  the  jury  and  the  nature 
of  the  ground  plan  was  illustrated.  I  here  ex- 
amined" the  foundation  of  the  walls  near  the 
privy  and  I  do  not  think  any  solid  substances 
could  have  floated  into  the  vault,  iheie  is  ce- 
ment pilled  up  all  roand,  the  tide  flowes  into 
the  privy  every  day,  the  vault  where  the  offal 
from  the  dissecting  room  is  thrown  was  tight 
until  about  two  years  since  and  for  that  space 
of  time  the  tide  flows  in  and  out,  but  this 
is  not  sufReient  space  for  anything 
solid  to  float  out.  I  was  in  the  vault 
with  Mr.  Trenholm,  when  we  heard  the  steps 
over  head.  I  have  since  found  out  that  the 
noise  was  made  by  my  wife  and  children  run- 
ning from  the  cellar  over  head.  Marshal  Tu- 
keyranupto  get  his  revolver;  we  then  went 
up  to  the  laboratory  and  found  the  hones  in  the 
furnace.  Officer  rrenholm  was  left  iu  charge 
of  the  College  until  after  the  arrest  of  Professor 
Webster.  Some  time  afterwards  oflicer  Spurr 
came  to  my  door  and  said  they  had  Pro- 
fessor Webster  out  there,  and  that  he  was 
very  faint.  I  opened  the  door  ana  let  them 
in  ;  Professor  Webster  came  in  between  two 
men,  who  seemed  to  support  him  entirely; 
Webster  said  to  me,  "  Littlefield,  they  have  ar- 
rested me  and  taken  me  away  from  my  family 
without  allowing  me  lo  say  good  bye  ;"  he  was 
much  agitated,  and  sweat  much  ;  1  thought  he 
trembled  some  ;  we  went  to  the  lecture  room, 
and  we  went  to  the  laboratory  ;  the  door.s  were 
locked,  and  we  asked  Prof  W.  for  the  keys  ; 
he  said  they  had  taken  him  away  so  suddenly 
that  he  didn't  have  time  to  get  his  keys  ;  the 
officers  broke  down  the  door;  we  got  in  ihe  lower 
lower  laboratory  through  the  cellar  door,  the 
way  I  always  did.  Professor  Webster  had 
left  that  open  when  we  got  into  his  pnyatd 
room.  We  asked  where  the  key  of  the  little 
room  was.  He  (Webster)  made  the  same  an- 
swer that  he  did  before.  The  officers  asked 
where  the  privy  key  was,  Webster  said  to 
me,  you  know  where  the  key  is.  I  told  him  I 
did  not.  Then  he  said,  there  it  hang's  on  the 
shelves.  We  took  down  the  key  but  found  it 
would  not  fit  the  door.  The  door  of  the  little 
room  was  broken  open.  I  looked  for  a  hatchet 
which  used  to  be  in  the.  room  to  break  the  door. 
open.  It  was  a  shiaoling  hatchet.  I  could  not 
find  the  hatchet  at   first,  and  asked  Prof  Web- 
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ster  where  it  was,  he  replied,  in  the  sink.  I 
went  down  and  found  it  there,  returned,  broke 
open  the  door  of  the  little  room.  We  next 
broke  open  the  privy  door,  and  then  went  into 
the  Laborntory,  and  while  there  he  asked  (or 
water.  I  got  him  a  glass  and  he  look  hold  ol  it 
but  could  not  drink.  He  tried  to  bring  it  to  his 
mouth,  but  when  he  raised  it  he  began  to  snap 
at  it  like  a  mad  dog.  One  of  the  officers  told 
him  to  let  him  have  the  water,  and  give  it  to 
him.  The  otificer  took  it  and  gave  him  soiTie 
to  drink,  but  it  appeared  to  choke  him  very 
badly;  we  went  to  the  fiunace,  uncovered  it,  and 
took  out  some  of  the  minerals;  Mr  Andrews 
was  there  at  the  time,  and  I  tijiuk  Mr.  Parker 
also;  Coroner  Prott  sBid,  "Let  everything  be." 
After  that  we  went  down  to  the  privy  and 
brought  up  the  remains  and  put  them  on  a 
board;  Professor  Webster  was  a  so  brough"  in, 
aad  ihr)  rest  who  were  about  came  in;  I  htard 
somebody  ask  Dr.  Gay  if  those  were  parts  of  a 
human  body;  he  replied  that  he  though  1  ih'-y 
were, Prof' Webster  was  very  much  agitated  and 
persplrad  a  great  deal;  I  thought  I  saw  tears 
running  down  his  cheeks  at  the  time;  cfficer 
Spur  or  Baker  was  left  in  charge  of  ihe  Mtdical 
College  after  Professor  Webster  went  awaj; 
have  seen  ttie  slippers  now  exhibited  ot  the 
College;  there  was  blood  on  one  of  the  slippers 
when  I  saw  them  last;  never  saw  the  saw  now 
exhibited  before  the  Saturday  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  remains.  I  have  seen  the  knife 
exhibited  before  Dr.  Webster  showed  it  to  me 
himself  the  Monday  before  the  disappearance 
of  Dr.  Parkmaii;  this  was  a  bowls'  knite  whicti 
was  found.  Dr.  Webster  said  when  he 
showed  me  the  knife,  "  Littlefitld  see 
what  a  fine  knile  I  have  got;"  I  looked  at  it 
and  he  said  "  I  got  it  to  cut  corks  with;"  I 
aaswered,  "  well,  I  should  'hink  it  was  just 
what  you  want;"  the  Professor  used  to  wear  a 
pair  of  blue  cotton  overalls  and  ai\  old  coat  to 
work  in;  have  not  seen  those  overalls  since  his 
arrest;  the  last  time  I  saw  them  was  when  he 
had  them  on  at  the  time  the  officers  called  to 
search  the  house  on  Monday  or  Tuesday;  the 
Professor  used  to  have  a  key  to  the  dissecting 
room,  and  those  to  his  own  department  ; 
djdn'i  know  whether  he  had  any  others;  there 
was  a  bunch  ol  skeleton  keys  found  in  his  back 
private  room. 

[There  was  some  objection  urged  by  the  de- 
fence, against  the  introduction  of  this  bunch  of 
keys  lu  evidence.] 

I  know  that  some  towels  were  found  in  the 
privy  vault;  one  diaper  roller  and  two  cra-sh 
towels  were  found;  there  were  marks  on  the 
towels;  I  knew  the  roller,  but  didn't  remember 
havmg  seen  the  others  before;  dtjii't  know 
whether  the  roller  was  marked;  never  knew  any 
parts  of  a  human  body  of  auy  consequence 
to  be  used  by  Professor  Webster; 
he  has  sometimes  asked  me  to  get  him  small 
pieces  of  fles'  i  to  try  experiments  upon.  Have 
3<?en  him  explode  bladders  of  gas  in  his  lecture 
room  and  these  make  considerable  noise.  Have 
heDiil  noise  in  his  lecture  room  when  he  was 
exfsrimcnting  with  this  gas  or  wtth  the  galva- 
nic battery.  [Here  the  discolored  and  torn 
to  t"  els  ovTid  on  the  remains  were  exhibited  and 
he    prosecuting  officer  remarked  that  the  spots 
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were  caused  by  acid  and  not  blood  as  had  been 
supposed.  J 

At  this  period  the  Government  rested  the  ex- 
amination of  Littlefield,  and  ihe  defdce  com- 
menced their  cross  examination,  when  His 
Honor,  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  adjourned  the 
Court  until  to-morrow  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
FIFTH  DAY. 
Satueday,  March  23,  A.M. 

The  court  entered  at  20  miimtes  after  9  o'- 
clock. The  doors  of  the  ciurt  house  were 
thronged  at  an  early  hour  by  an  excited  multi- 
tude aiixious  tu  hear  the  cross-examination  of 
Ephraira  Littlefield  the  most  important  witness 
called  by  the  government.  The  names  of  the 
jury  having  been  called,  the  proceedings  com- 
menced. 

Littlefield's  Cross-examination* 

At  the  opening  of  the  Court,  on  Saturday, 

Ephraim  Littlefield  was  called  to  the 
stand,  and  his  cross-examination  was  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Sohier,  on  part  of  the  defence.  A  vast 
concourse  of  anxious  spectators  flocked  to  ev- 
ery available  place  of  accommodation  in  Court, 
to  hear  his  cross-e-xaraination,  which  commen- 
ced as  tollows,  at  the  sitting  of  the  Court  i 

Mr.  Sohier.  Yoa  stated,  Mr.  Littlefield, 
in  your  direct  examination,  yesterday,  that  "on 
Monday,  the  I9th  November,  you  saw  Dr.  Park- 
man  with  Dr.  Webster,  at  his  rooms  in  the  Col- 
lege."    1  want  to  know  about   what  time. 

Answer.  1  can'i  u  il  the  hour.  1(  was  dark, 
and  they  had  to  h  ive  lights. 

Q.  in  which  ro  )ra  did  you  see  them  ? 

A    In  the  laboratory;  1  mean  the  back  one. 

Q.  In  what  position  did  yon  see  Doctor  Web- 
ster? 

A.   He  was  standing  by  thf.  i^taira. 

Q.  You  saw  Dr.  Parkman  ■  ■>me  in7 

A'  I  did;  I  can't  sav  if  he   -  iw  me. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  thing  pass  betweeB 
them? 

A.  I  did.  When  Doctor  Parkman  caEae  in,  1 
heard  tiim  say  to  Dr.  Webster,"  Dr.  Webster, 
are  you  ready  for  me  to  night  ?'"  "No,"  said 
Dr.  Webster.  He  then  put  his  hands  in  his 
pockets  for  some  papers,  which  be  took  out,  an  j 
accused  Dr.  Webster  of  selling  something  whicll 
he  said  "he  had  sold  before  " 

Q.  Well,  what  else? 

A.  Dr.  Parkman  then  raised  his  hand. 

Q.  You  say  that  Dr.  Parkman  raised  his  Isand 
When  did  he  do  so  and  how? 

A.  When  he  went  out;  he  was  near  the  dooi 
at  the  time  ;  he  stood  at  the  doci 
and  made  a  motion  with  his  hand;  he  then 
turned  round  and  said  to  Dr  Webster  "  some- 
thing must  be  done  to-morrow." 

Q.  He  was  excited? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there  that  eve- 
nirig? 

A.  1  remained  there  about  an  hour. 

Q.  You  say  it  was  on  Friday  the  SSd  that  you 
took  up  the  broom  to  sweep  off  the  ashes  from 
the  stcte;  now,from  what  place  did  you  take  the 
bro  'd 

A        look  it  from  behind   the  doer;    it  waa 
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vomntimes  left  behind  the  door  and  Bometimes' 
in  the  If^cluie  room. 

Q  Did  you  not  have  a  particular  pbce  Tor  it  ? 

A.  JNo;  It  was  left  every 'vlipre.       (Laughter  ) 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  a  nledge  in  one  of  the 
rooms  there  ? 

A.  Ves;  it  was  a  slerlse  that  was  left  there 
SJnre  last  eutnnicr  by  s.>nie  worlimen  that  were 
WorkinsT  'or  Dr.  W,  bsier. 

Q-  Was  it  a  siedce  such  as  people  use  for 
any  particular  kind  ol   business? 

A.  It  was  such  a  kind  of  one  as  is  used  for 
breaking  up  stor.s. 

Q  On  what  fiirticular  kind  of  work  was  it 
used  or  brour  :i  Ihe-re? 
-  A.  It  war  u^^ed  by  workmen  who  were  en- 
gaged in  building  up  a  flue  at  the  time  (or  Dr 
Webster,  or  in  opening  a  flue  lor  the  Doctor  last 
summer. 

Q  How  long  after  the  buMding  of  the  flue 
was  it  when  you  first  saw  the  siedge? 

A.  1  can't  say;  it  may  be  one,  two  or  three 
weeks. 

Q.  You  stated  that  the  faces  of  the  sledge 
were  rounded? 

A.  Yes 

Q.  One  end  was  shorter  than  the  other? 

A.  Yes, 

Q.   Did  you  ever  use  it? 

A.  No. 

Q.   Was  there  any  other  sledge  there? 

A.  Yes;  there  was  a  small   one,  that  had  but 
one    facp;    and    weighed    about    two  or  three 
poundtj;  that  one  was  in  the  laboratoryi 
{   Mr.  BtMis    Tfll  ine,  was  nut  that  what  they 
call  a  geologist's  hatniiipr? 

Witness.  1  don't  know  what  they  call  it, 
(Loud  lauirhter  ) 

Mr.  SoHi£R.  What  lirac  did  you  dine  tha 
day? 

A.  At  1  o'clock 

Q.    What  lime  do  ydii  usually  dine? 

A  At  one  o'clock  1  always  dine  at  one 
o'clock. 

Q.  You  say,  that  on  this  particular  day  you 
Were  detained  out  longer  than  usual? 

A.  Yes;  1  had  tickets  to  settle  about  that  day. 
That  day  was  appointed  to  examine  the  tickets; 
1  had  to  examine  them  with  Dr.   Holmes. 

fQ    How  long  did  it  take? 

A  About  fifteen  minutes.  After  the  class 
came  up.  1  stood  at  Dr.  Holmes'  door  about  fif- 
teen minutes,  'i'he  class  came  up  and  went  on. 
They  made  a  considerable  rush. 

Q.  You  say  that  it  took  fifteen  minutes? 

A.  I  think  it  did,  because  I  always  stop  be- 
hind. 

Q.  Was  the  door  shut? 

A.  The  door  is  always  shut;  there  is  a  spring 
io  it. 

Q  Do  you  know  how  long  you  remtjined 
there,  and  to  what  time? 

A.    Po  about  ten  minufes  of  two  o'clock. 

GL.  Did  yon g>  to  sleep  when  you  Were  in  the 
room? 

A.  No,  I  sat  down  upon  the  settee. 

Q..  Yon  Slated  in  vour  direct  examination, 
that  it  was  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday  that 
you  think  you  heard  some  body  walking 
in  the  ialioiaiory.     Are  you  certain  of  this? 

A.  The  bound  came  from  it;  I  look  it  for  the 
laboratory^  I  thought  the  sound  was  from 
there. 


Q,.  What  were  you  listening  there  fori 
.    A.  What  was  t  listening  for!     1  caul  say;  I 
beiieve  I  was  wailing  for  water. 

Q,.  How  long  did  you  lisieii? 

A    1  can't  say. 

a    Which  way  did  you  go  hack? 

A.  I  went  back  in  the  kitchen.  "' 

Q  You  Slated,  in  your  direct,  that  whei^ 
Dr  Webst'r  went  down  lo  the  kilchen,  yiia 
saw  him.     Did  he  say  any i hi' g?  ' '" 

A,   No  sir,  he  did  not  say  a  word.  ''^ 

Q..  You  say  ynu  went  to  a  parly  that  night. 
What  nme  did  yod  g't  home? 

A.  i  went  about  t,ix  o'clock,  and  came  back 
early. 

Q,    What  time  did  you  return? 

A.  I  called  at  the  Albiaa  Hou«e  at  my  re- 
turrt. 

Q.  Before  you  went  to  the  party,  did  you  try 
the  doors? 

A.  Yes,  lo  try  if  ihey  were  secure.  I  al- 
ways do  so.  It  &on:tnmes  tak's  me  half  an 
hour  (o  do  them  up,  and  sonietimes  more 

Q.  After  you  got  bnck  from  the  party  yOQ 
locked  'he  stcoisd  roomdooi? 

A    N  ;  it  shut  iuelf. 

Q.  Dill  you  put  out  ihe  light?  ' 

^.     Yes. 

Q,,  Were  there  any  persons  there  at  the 
time  ? 

A    No,  I  saw  no  one,  and  heard  eo  oafe 

Q.  Did  you  try  Dr.  Webster's  door  T 

A.  JNo;  1  did  not. 

Q,   How  often  did  you  try  it  that  day  1 

A.  i  tried  it  after  Dr.   Holmes'   lecture. 

Q,  I  am  speaking  of  the  evening  now  of  the 
party. 

A.  I  tried  all  the  doors  excepting  his  lecture 
room  up  stairs. 

Q.  How  many  doors  led  towards  that  lecture 
room  ?  _.       j 

A.   There  are  two  doors;  one  of  them  I  never 
eaw  open. 
•     Q.  Is  there  not  a  slide  in  the  door  T 

A,    No,  sir;  there  is  not. 

Q,  The  panels  open,  don't  they  ? 

A.  They  have  buttons  on  the  inside. 

Q,  Do  they  ever  open  ? 

A,  I  have  seen  some  wash  nans  through  them, 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  Thursday  niuht  pre- 
vious to  Dr.  Parkman's  disappearance  T— what 
time  were  you  home  ? 

A.   I  was  home  at  1  o'clock. 

Q,   Were  you  there  that  night  ? 

A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  out  to  the  ball  T 

A.  1  went  there  and  remained  till  12^  o'clock 

Q.  On  the  last  occasion,  until  after  you  left 
home,  that  last  night,  and  on  the  iJSd  of  Nov., 
were  you  there  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  as  I  was. 

Q,  Had  you  not  made  use  of  the  Doctor'0 
room,  on  that  night,  to  pllSy  cards? 

A.  1  decline  answering  tha^  question;  (Roara 
of  laughter.) 

Q.  Had  you  not  been  there  gambling  T 

A,  1  decline  answering  tnat  question,  {Re« 
newed  laughter.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  the  Doctor  found  oat 
you   were  gambling?  ^ 

A.  I  don't  know.  He  never  ssid  anything  to 
me  about  it. 


35 


Q.  When  examining  oii  Friday  the  30th,  was 
Uiewa'er  running  all  the  linQts? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q..  How  were  the  pipes  kepi  iVoin  freezing? 

A.  The  waifT  was  lett  running. 

d  During  the  da>_, ,  was  there  ani,  object  in 
ieavii)^  ihf  waler  ?unning7 

A.  Wenseiiiall,  to  keep  ihe  pipes  from 
Ire^zins   and  for  ihai  piirpos^y. 

Q,  Upon  the  Friday  you  us'>d  to  draw  th« 
pipes? 

A.  Yes. 

Q..   How  long  did  you  see  to  the  pipes  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

a.  Tnis  was  previeus  to  the  arrest? 

A.  Yes. 

a.  Vou  stated  in  your  direct  examiiation 
that  you  had  changerf  your  lesiimony  in  s"uie 
respects.  I  wit.h  you  now  to  stale  in  whal  ptsr- 
ticuiai  ?  " 

A  I  changed  it  after  the  Coroner's  Inq-iesi, 
and  reciitied  ii  liefore  the  Grand  Jury 

Court     In  wl'.ai  respect  ? 

Witness  In  regard'  to  when  I  was  asked 
about  ihtt  turkey— as  to  whether  I  received  ii.  on 
Tuesday  or  Wednt-sday. 

Mr.  ssoHiBrt  Bowdid  yoa.&tate  it  befoie  the 
Coroner's  Jury  7 

WiTsjiss    1  said  it  was  on  Wediiesday, 

Q.  Did  you  say  hefore  the  Coronet's  lnqnes 
that  he  gave  you  iiiC  turke-y  before  or  alter  the 
search  ? 

jiA    1  said  it  was  on   I'V'ednpsday. 
J-.fQ,.   VVhal  I  now  ask  you  is  simply  this    arid 
answer  me,  i(  you  piease      Did  you    say  liefore 
the  Coroner'».  liiquest,  that  it  was  before  or  alier 
the  Search,  or  hel  re  four  o'cinck  ? 

A.  !  said  it  w.is  before  4  o'clock. 

Q.  JNow  answer  my  question,  which  I  shall 
put  again.  I3id  you  say  before  the  Coroner's 
inqueei,  ihnt  it  was  before  or  after  the  search, 
this  turkey  was  given  you  ? 

'CoUKT.  You  said  that  the  examination  was 
made  on  the  same  day;  was  that  on  Wednesday 
instead  of  ''I'uesday  ? 

Mr.  SoHiER.  Wo;  your  Honor.  He  now 
states  that  ii  was  made  on  Tuesday  instead  of 
Wecnesday. 

CouKT.  He  says  now,  if  we  understand  him 
right,  thrit  ne  can't  tell  esncUy  when. 

Mr.  SoHiER.  Mr.  LittlefieiG,  do  you  mean  to 
say  now,  that  you  stated  before  the  Coroner's 
inquest  tliat  you  did  not  know  whether  it  was 
before  ot  afterthe  search,  that  the  turkey  was 
given  you  ? 

A.  I  can't  say. 

Attorney  Generai..  1  think  it  will  appear 
that  it  was  alter. 

Court.  Wiiness,  you  don't  think,  you  say, 
that  this  turkey  was  given  on  Tuesday  7 

A.  I  don't  think  it  was.  1  say  it  was  on 
Tuesday  that  Ur.  Webster  gave  me  the  order  for 
the  turkey. 

Mr.  SoHiER.  Did  you  not  say  before  the  Cor- 
oner's Jury,  that  after  you  got  throuirh  the  ex- 
amination, Dr.  Webster  came  to  you  and  Ibl- 
lo#ed  you  dov/n  stairs,'  and  offered  you  the  tur- 
k*y7 

A.  I  presume  I  did,  because  1  wrote  it  down. 

Q.  Did  you  write  it  down  after  or  before  the 
Coroner's  inquest  ? 

A.  I  wrote  down  the  heads  of  it.  I  did  not 
write  down  half  what  I  testified  to  yesterday. 


Q,  You  said  before  lb.'  coron-^r's  inquest  1$ 
was  Wediiesday  instead  of  Tuesday. 

A.   That  was  a  niisiake. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  get  Wednefday  and 
Tuesday  so  confused  together  in  your  mind? 

A.  Can't  ssiy. 

Attorney  Gr-'t-ral.  He  wants  to  know 
how  you  discovered  your  rrii.^take. 

Mr.  SoHiEk  Di<i  you  matte  any  other  mis- 
take, wh  ch  ^ou  did  n<'i  alt.-r,  in  regard  to  this 
transaction  of  Wednesd.n? 

A  I  made  no  oihtr  niiMake— I  don't  think  I 
have. 

^  Wh'^n  did  yon  first  aTr.^nge  in  your  mind 
ttji'se  fnc's,  you  teslifieil  lii  here  ycsierday  t 

A.  I  dou't'kiiow;  it  wh:<  after  Dr.  Wtbster 
wa.s  arrested    -in  Ih  a  we;-!c. 

(i.  A!i  jilong  th  >i  wetrk  tliat  inipressed  them 
on  your  mini!? 

A     Ves. 

d  How  early  did  \'ou  begin  to  lake  amem®- 
raiiduiii  of  the  (acts  ? 

A.   I  hfgan  it  on  Sunday  nisht. 

Q,    What  hour  on  Suniiav  iiight? 

A  As  soon  a'  I  went  inio  iiiy  ronm— I  told 
mv  wile  about  it 

Q,  Ir  was  on  that  Sunday  night  you  began  to 
watch   D.-.  Webster? 

A.    [i  was. 

Q  Were  you  hunting  round  the  nelghbof- 
hood  ? 

A  Yes;  f  hunted  round,  and  went  into  an 
adjoining  luiildi;;g  and  io  an  old  ctilar  that  waa 
near. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  any  one  you  were  to  get  the 
reward? 

A.   IVo;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Dr.  Webster  that  you  werel 

A    [Vo;  1  did  not. 

Q..  You  say  your  suspicions  were  exciteff 
that  ni^ht  you  speak  of  about  Dr.  Webster? 

A    Yes. 

Q,.  When  you  saw  Dr  Websier,  the  day  yoti 
stale  in  your  direct,  passing  al.mg  the  street,  at 
which  side  of  the  street  was  \'l 

A  He  was  at  the  northwest  side  of  Fruit 
strpet 

Q,.  Was  he  near  the  sidewalk? 

A.  There  was  no  sidewalk. 

Q.  Were  you  standing  in  such  a  position  as 
thai  he  should  pass  vou? 

A.  No;  he  walked  on  the  flat  walk,  andttieu 
went  to  the  sidewalk. 

Q,    This  was  about  sundown  on  Sunday? 

A.    Yes. 

Q.    Y-u  took  particular  rotice  of  his  face? 

A.  Hff  looked  particularly  pale,  much  paler 
than  I  ever  saw  him  before. 

Q..  He  looked  on  the  ground? 

A.  Y-s. 

Q  You  now  then,  pretend  to  say,  that  then 
you  suspected  him  of  having  something  to  do 
with  Dr.  Parkmau's  murder? 

A.  Idid. 

Q.  You  then  suspected  him,  you  say,  of 
killing  Dr.  Parkmau? 

A    Idid. 

Q,  I  wish  you  would  state  in  words  what  Dr. 
Wetistet's  words  wfre,  when  he  told  you  he 
last  saw  Dr.  Parkman? 

A  He  said  "thai  was  the  very  time  that  I 
gave  him  ^483  63;  he  then  counted  ihe  money 
down  on  the  table,  and  went  oS  as  last  as  he 
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could  go,  up  two  steps  al  ^  ume  ;"  he  also  said 
"that  D^  pj.  kin-.v  told  him  he  was  going  to 
CambriiJge  to  dibuuarge  a  morigage;"  be  fhea 
said,  ''he  dirt  not  kuow  that  Dr.  Parlfoian  was 
misstrd;'"  he -then  left  and  went  off. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  Moiuiay  after  the  oc- 
currence, your  wife  told  you  that  Dr  Park- 
man's  brother  had  gone  up  to  the  college,  and 
he   and   Dr.    Webster    were  there  itigfiher? 

A  On  Monday  I  saw  them  t:g<iher;  they 
were  thea  talking 

Q.  Vou  said  that  you  then  had  suspicions  of 
Dr    Web  ter;  did  you  state  it  to  any  person? 

A.   I  don  I  know,   I  ivent  down  stairs. 

Q"Had  >ou  then  in  yuur  rnind  anj  suspicions 
about   V,  We:is;er? 

A  Iilon'f  know;  I --aw  Dr.  Parkman's  bro- 
ther then  with  him 

Q,  You  don't  u-  'fStaiid  my  quesiioii.  On 
Satunia    jvm  say  y   a  saw  Dr.  Webster? 

A    Y.-.. 

Q,  iVovi/  I  want  to  know,  that  it  on  the 
Monday  your  suapicions  were  exciied,  whether 
you  caliei)  lo  mi.id  what  occurrt  d  between  you 
and  V'(.    Vehster/iii  the  previous  Saiuniay  ? 

A  I  ,^  I't  linow  tnai  ( ihougitt  of  thtra  on 
tile  MO  nent,  but  I  was  thinking  of  them  all 
the  tiin^ 

Q,  Di  yon  ^ay  thai  you  had  sui-picions  oi  Ds. 
Webit-,r  0     iVIouday  morning? 

A.  Ye? 

Q,  Yo\x  A/ en  up,  you  tay,  iuio  the  laboratory 
and  SP  V  Dr.  Webster  and  Dr  ParUman  i.aik- 
ing  t  ^  •  ■■'■''  other? 

A.  I  ^TW  them,  and  F  went  back  down  to  the 
1  aboratnry. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  Dr.  Parkman  left, 
and  when  d'd  he  go  1 

A,  I  went  down  into  laboratory,  a'^d  m  the 
room  doc>r 

Q.  Now  .ifter  that,  how  long  did  Dr.  Parkman 
remain  there  '.' 

A.  I  don't  know  I  believe  until  after  12  o'- 
clock. 

Q.  Vciu  il.sn  siiw  Mr.  Kingsley  on  that  day. 
Dr.  WeOstPr's  brotner  was  at  the  College? 

A.   Ves. 

Q,.  Where  was  Dr.  Webster  at  the  time? 

A.  He  came  down  himself,  and  put  his  head 
out  of  thf  ivin.iow,  and  asked  us ''who  was 
there." 

QL-  Did  the  Doctor  stop  there? 

A.  1  can't  say. 

Q.  Vou  say  in  your  direct  that  you  went,  into 
the  back  laboratory  the  6rei? 

A.  1  believe  1  went  in  the  first,  and  they  all 
f  ollowed  me. 

Q.  Then  you  went  down  stairs? 

A.  Yes,  .and  left  them  there.  The  Doctor 
was  there  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  }r.u  see  Dr.  Webster  after  the  exaan- 
nation  on  this  Monday?  ,,. 

A.  I  can't  say  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  At  what  hour? 

A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  on  Monday  night  ? 

A.  1  went  down  to  Bryant's  Oariciag  Acade- 
my.    (Immoderate  roars  of  laughter.) 

Q.  Did  you  try  all  the  doors  Detore  yon  went 
to  the  Academy? 
.„^A.  l.did  try  them  all. 
^il.   What  .was  your  object  in  going  to  the  lab- 
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A.  My  only  object  in  going  there  was  to  do 
the  work. 

Q,  What  did  you  do  then;  Did  you  pass 
down  to  his  room  and  ask  him  if  he  wanted  a 
fire? 

A.  I  did,  and  he  said  "  he  did  not." 

Q,  How  loisg  after  was  it  that  you  made  the 
pxamiuaiiou? 

A.  I  think  about  eleven  o'clock. 

(i.  Who  led  these  gentlemen  into  the  Labo- 
ratory when  first  they  went  there  ? 

A    Dr    Websier  himself 

Q,.  You  recollect  stating  that  you  went  down 
stairs  alter  leaving  ihem  in  the  lecture  loom  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Q,    Wlio  else  passed  dowa  ? 

A  Dr  Webster  and  the  other  gentleinea. 
They  parsed  by  ihe  Jabinet,  and  Dr.  Webster 
said    '  ii  w^s  there  he  kept  bis  valuables." 

Q,.  You  st.ited  in  your  direct  examiuation 
that  Doctor  Webster  seemed  to  lead  them  away 
from  the  privy  ? 

A.  Vlr.  ■  :lark  and  the  others  all  went  past 
rh>  privy.  I  saw  Mr.  Kingsley  in  the  recess 
there 

Q..  Was  lilts  before  or  after  you  say  that  the 
Doctor  said,  ''  this  is  ray  private  privy  "  ? 

A    1  done  recollect 

Q,  You  say  some  one  remarked  "  here  are 
other  rooms  "  ? 

A  Mr.  Kingsley  said  "  here  is  another 
rooifi."      there  was  a  dark  corner  in  the  room. 

Q..  You  stated  that  you  were  standing  in  part 
0!  your  premises  and  saw  Doctor  Webster  at 
wui.k  1 

A.   Yes. 

CL    Y.iu  say  yiu  were  watching  Dr   Webster? 

A    Ye  . 

Q,  After  you  lett  did  you  go  back  to  wateh 
him  -dgai  !  ? 

A    Yes. 

Q,.  Yon  vc  lit  back,  then,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  an  eye  upon  him? 

A.  Ye.s;  I  I  hen  went  down  the  Laboratory 
stdirs  10  hear  ii  the  bell  would  pull. 

Q,    Hkj^  many  beds  are  there  in  the  house? 

A.  Phiee  belis  uxed  in  different  places;  they 
riuti  in  different  places. 

Q,.  T  .e  bell  was  rung  that  evening  at  four 
o'clock? 

A.  I  doii  I  recollect 

Q,.  Did  yon  not  swear  before  the  Goroner'si 
Ju.-y,  saai  you  did  notsee  the  D.jcior  from  the 
time  those  seutlemen  went  to  make  a  search, 
until  6  o'clock  that  evening? 

A.  It  is  very  likely  I  did,  because  I  made  a 
mistake  about  ttie  turkey.  (Great  laugh-, 
ter.) 

Co0aT.  This,  you  sav,  was  the  same  mis- 
take? 

Witness    Yes. 

Ma.  SoHiEB.  Now,  let  us  know  how  long 
after  was  it,  before  you  went  back  with  the  tur- 
key?    (Laughter) 

A.  It  was  about  6  o'clock. 

Q,    What  did  you  do,  afj,er  you  got  home? 

A.  1  stepped  into  the  kitchen  and  took  my 
tea.  ' 

Q,.  Vou  sav  your  wife  asked  you  before, 
"where  you  were  going?" 

4..   Yes;  r  said  I  was  going  to  the  lodge. 

Q..  Yt>u  did  not  try  the  doors  until  yon  ^¥ere 
going  to  the  lodge? 
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A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  try  them  after  you  came  from 
the  lodge? 

A.  I  can't  say;  I  got  home  near  11  o'clock; 
Dr.  Webster  told  me  that  night,  that  he  wanted 
no  fire  during  the  week. 

Q.  Did  you  wash  anything  for  him  that 
week? 

A.  I  said  that  I  used  to  wash  glasses  for 
him.  He  u«ed  always  to  leav^^  the  glasses  af- 
ter him  for  me  to  wash  1  dou'f  think  he  moved 
th<^  glasses  from  his  table. 

Q,.  Did  you  not  swear,  that  you  heard  foot- 
steps in  that  room,  on  Wednesday  a  little  afier 
1  o'clock? 

A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  ant  swear  at  thp  Coroner's  In- 
quest, that  you  went  there  ahout  9  o'clock,  and 
a  little  after  hear  foot-steps  or  noise? 

A.  I  don't  recfillect  ihat  I  did  say  sf>. 

Q,.  For  what  purpose  were  you  watching  the 
Doctor  when  you  were  I'stening  on  the  Tues- 
day? 

A.  He  told  me  he  should  want  tio  fires  that 
week  I  knew  Dr.  W.bster  always  wanted 
hot  fires  in  his  room.  He  came  there  early  on 
Wednesday  morning,  an-i  I  thought  it  very 
strange,  that  he  should  be  there  without  fires 
in  his  room  so  cold  a  morning 

Q,  Did  you  say  before  the  Coroner's  Ii:quest 
that  you  heard  any  one  in  the  L'lboratory,  be- 
fore you  went  in  there  on  Monday? 

A.  I  can't  say. 

Q  When  you  were  w^  tching  Dr  Webster 
on  Wednesday  before  you  went  out,  had  you 
any  reference  to  this  business  aboui  Dr.  f*ark- 
man? 

A.  I  had. 

Q    How  long  did  you  wait? 

A.  I  wailed  until  I  heard  his  foossteps  and  1 
thea  heard  him  drag  something  along  the 
floor. 

Q.  In  what  direction  did  you  hear  it  move — 
or  towards  where  did  you  hear  the   dragging? 

A.  1  heard  it  move  on  the  floor  towards  the 
eoal-bin;  1  afterwards  saw  him  move  towards 
the  furnace,  on  looking  through. 

Q.  Had  you  any  idea  of  his  burning  anything 
tiiere? 

A.  I  was  not  thinking  about  the  burning. 

Q.  This  increased  your  suspicions  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  after  this  * 

A.  1  went  into  the  room,  and  there  was  great 
heat  there.     1  thought  the  heat  was  great. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that  the  heat  was 
great  ? 

A.  1  put  my  hand  to  the  wall,  and  the  wall 
was  hot. 

Q    How  high  was  tbe  flue  ? 

A.  I  think  the  furnace  was  aboui,  three  feet 
high. 

Q.  That  was  the  place  where  the  heat  came 
out  of? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  not  uncover  the  furnace  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  you  said  that  on  the  top  of  that  fur- 
nace were  some  crucibles  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  mineral  stones. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  another  furnace — were  there 
mineral  stones  there  ? 

A.   Yea. 


Q.  How  were  they  ? 

A.  They  were  all  in  papers  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  look  into  the  ashes  ? 

A.  iNo. 

Q.  Di(i  you  look  into  the  coal  hole  ? 

A.  No. 

Q..  You  stated  in  your  direct  that  you  looked 
into  the  water,  with  the  expectation  of  finding 
Dr.  Parkman's  body  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  How  many  keys  had  you  belonging  to  that 
building? 

A   Sixteen,  I  believe. 

Q.  Did  you  try  to  get  into  the  privy  that  after- 
noon you  stated? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  got  closets  in  the  college? 

A.   Yes — but  no  locks  on  them. 

Q  Was  not  this  a  very  common  sort  of  lock 
upon  tbe  privy? 

A.  Yes — I  should  think  it  was  a  very  common 
sort  of  lock. 

Q.  Did  you  not  try  to  get  into  the  privy? 

A.  1  did  not. 

Q    Did  you  go  home  that  night? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go? 

A,  I  went  to  a  cotillon  party.  (Loud  laugh- 
ter.) 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  had  suspicions  about 
the  privy,  and  that  you  did  not  go  into  it,  but 
yet  went   to    a    cotillon    party?     (Laughter.) 

A    Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anj  blood  at  that  time? 

A.  I  noticed  some  blood  on  the  stairs,  and  1 
tasted  one  of  the  drops  with  my  finger.  1  saw 
spots  in  the  laboratory. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  first  communicate  the 
matter  on  Tuesday? 

A.  To  Dr.  Haniford — next  to   Mr.  Thompson. 

Q.  Did  you,  on  Thursday,  communicate  it  to 
any  one? 

A    No,  except  to  my  wif  . 

Q,  You  swore  to  one  knife,  did  you  ever 
swear  to  the  other? 

A     No. 

Q,    Did  the  Doctor  keep  tools  in  his  room? 

A    Yes. 

Q,  You  stated  the  Doctor  showed  you  a 
knife,  when  did  you  see  it  after? 

A    I  saw  it  in  the  tea  chest. 

Q,.   Had  it  blood  upon  it? 

A.  I  can't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  that  papei  (handed  to 
witness,  offering  'he  reward.) 

A .  I  did. 

Q..  What  did  you  do  when  you  first   saw  it? 

A  I  went  down  to  the  college  and  showed  it. 
I  sawsoiue  of  them  stuck  up  round  the  college 
in  all  directions. 

Counsel  here  read  tlie  notice  offering  the  re- 
ward for  ihp  recevery  of  Dr.  Parkman.] 

Mr.  iWERRicK.  (on  the  part  of  the  defence.) 
Witness  will  ^ou  permit  me  to  ask  you,  if  you 
were  not  at  the  toll-house,  on  the  Sunday  after 
Dr.  Parkman  was  missing? 

A.  I  was.  I  went  over  there  on  Sunday  even- 
ing. 

Q,.  You  asked  the  toll-man  if  he  was  the  man 
thiit  .said  he  saw  D'-.  Parkman  pass  over  on 
Friday? 

A.  1  did.  He  said  it  was  the  young  man  that 
said  so. 
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Q.  Do  yoTT  recollect  saying  to  any  one  fiere         A.  !  did  not, 
that  yoo  saw  Dr.    Parkniiin  go    into  the  College         Q.  Do  you  know  a  Mr.  Green  ? 
on  the  Krirl.iy.  and  go  nut  again  ? 
t    A-  I  did  not.     1  said  I  never  saw  him  go  in  or 
go  out. 

Q.  Did  vdij  ever  sav  toa.Tv  one  there  that  you 
saw  Dr.  Wfbstpr  pay  Dr.  Parkman  money  ? 

A.   I  never  (V\d. 
'-   Q.  DiH  you  not  sny  so  to  a  gentleman  named 
Green,  who  wa*there? 


A    1  do  not.     1  do  not  think  1  do. 

After  some  few  questions  on  the  direct  exam- 
ination, which  was  resumed,  and  some  Fiirther 
cross-examination,  of  no  particular  import,  wit- 
ness withdrew  from  the  etand.  .^ 

Si 


Porlfait  of  ^"'phraini  Litt!eE>iId, 


Drawn  by  Row-e,  from  a  Daguerrcotypt  by  Cfmse  —  Engraved  by  Marsh. 


27th  witness — Andrew  A.  Fostbs,  called. 
1  am  a  ))ro7i<iou  dealer  in  Howard  street  near 
the  Howard  Aihenseiiin.  I  delivered  a  turkey 
to  Mr.  Liiiletielil  on  an  order  from  Prolessor 
Wehsie  ,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  27ili  ot 
November,  1849  hetwecn  3i  o'c'oek  and  4  o'- 
clock, P.  l\l  liecnived  another  at.  the  same 
thne  from  Lutitlield,  signed  J.  Webster  for 
some  swes't   [intaroes. 

Cross-examined.  Mr.  LitilefifH  came  to  my 
store  some  ii.tie  since  and  wnnied  to  look  at 
my  books  to  see  the  order.  I  think  he  remark- 
ed that  he  had  made  a  mistake  ia  relalion  to 
the  time. 

23ih  witness  — Mrs  CAnouNK  Littlhfield 
called.  Am  wife  of  Ephraim  Liiilefield.  My- 
self and  husband  resided  in  ihe  hasemenl  story 
ot  the  medicrtl  colli-ge;  on  Sunday  I  gave  my 
husband  caution  against  conmiunicating  his 
Su«pi.ions  o(  Prof  Webster.  (The  defence 
objected  to  the  introduction  of  this  conversa- 
tion in  evidence;  the  bench  rided  it  com  pel  em  ) 
1  wns  stanrlinu  m  the  kitchen  at  the  time,  and 
he  (my  hnslnnd)  beckonen  me  to  him,  and  told 
me  his  snspicinns  of  Professor  Webster.  [Tne 
Court  ruled  out  the  conversation  of  Mr  Little- 
field,  but  admitted  that  of  Mrs  Littlctield  on  the 
occasion.] 

I  said  -.lont  for  m^rcy  sake  say  so  aeain,  or 
mention  it  to  any  body,  for  it  the  Prole>sora 
hear  of  it,  they  will  make  trouble  for  you  '  I 
noticed  that  Prof.  Webster's  rooms  were  shut 
on  the  Friii;iy  atternoon  of  Df.  P.'s  disappear- 
ance; the  Professor  had  a^ked  me  to  gel  him 
some  clean  water,  I  sent  some  up  soon  aUer 
by  my  little  girl.  She  returned  and  said  the 
door  by  the  laboratory  stairs  was  locked  ;  1  told 
her  that  she  must  be  mistaken,  for  the  door  was 
always  utilocked.  I  went  up  and  found  that  the 
door  was  looked.  [  went  several  times 
on  Saturday  and  Sund  .y  and  tried  the  doors  of 
the  Laiiorrtiorj ;  ou  M  widay  morning  1  fmind  the 
door  of  the  L  ihiM-alory  unlocked  once,  1  agiin 
found  (hem  locked;  think  it  was  the  same  morn- 
ing that  the  expressman  left  ihe  grape 
■vines,  a  box  and  a  big  in  our  appari- 
rnents;  said  thing?  were  never  left  there 
before  the  espfessman  u -ed  to  call 
frequently  and  lea"e  thinifs  at  the  college  m 
Prolessor  Webster's  rooms;  he  could  always 
until  this  time  get  into  the  rooms  occup.ed  by 
Professor  Webster ;  he  tried  the  doora 
in  my  presence;  they  were  locked  and  he  said 
"you  see  now  the  ditors  are  locked  and  1  can't 
get  in;"  I  wanted  to  got  the  grape  vines  and  tan 
out  of  the  way  because  the  children  were  pl^y• 
ing  with  and  scat'erintr  it  about  the  rooms;don't 
recollect  how  long  Dr,  Samuel  Parkman  staid 
at  the  college  on  the  day  he  called;  don't  re- 
member exactly  the  time  that  Prof.  W.  came  to 
college  on  Friday  mi>rnlng;  he  said  to  me, 
"Mrs.  Litilefield,  have  you  heard  anything 
about  Dr.  Parkman?"  I  replied  no;  he  then^re- 
peated  the  story  of  a  woman  seeing  a  large 
bundle  put  into  a  cab,  &c  ;  Mr.  LUrtefield  said 
"there  are  s  >  many  siories  told  that  I  don't 
know  what  to  believe;"  Prof.  W.  was  not  pres- 
ent when  Mr.  L  said  this  ;  it  was  mentioned 
by  my  husband  that  he  wasdigging  on  the  wall 
on  Thursda> ;  should  think  he  had  been  to  work 
about  an  hojr  when  he  came  up  again  ; 
on  Friday  my  husband  ent  to  work 
again  in  the  cellar ;   the  doors  were   locked 


and  I  was  oTdfred  by  my  husband  to  knock 
four  limes  on  the  floor  if  Prof.  Webster  came; 
I  thought  that  I  saw  Pmt  Wtbsieraiid  knock- 
ed (or  my  nustiand;  he  (Mr.  L  J  came  up;  I 
found  I  had  mistaken  the  person  of  Mr.  Kings- 
l^y  tor  Prof.  Webster;  my  husband  went  out, 
and  while  he  was  out,  PrciT.  W.  came  ia 
Professor  Webster  took  the  grape  vine,  bag  and 
bundle  and  set  them  in  his  lahoratory,  he  shortly 
afterwards  went  nut  and  I  saw  him  talking  wilb 
the.  police  officers:  my  husband  c  ine  in  some- 
lime  afterwards  and  went  down  to  work  again; 
in  about  an  hour  he  came  up  again. 

(cluestioji — How  did  Iv^,  Mr  6.,  appear  when 
he  came  npout  ot  the  cellar? 

H.e  looked  dreadfully,  [D  fence  objected  to 
this  testimony  but  the  briich  »u-iaintd  i'jj  I. 
never  saw  him  loi  k  so  belor*;  he  seemed  very, 
much  affected;  he  burst  out  crying  ;  1  said  tQ; 
him-  :t 

Attorney  General,  you  needn't  repeat  the  coiti, 
versiiiiii. 

WiTNE  8     Well!  ihenleannoi  say  anything. 
[Ai  this  reply  the  meiiiNers  «!    the  bar  laugh- 
ed -heariily,  and  the  witness  jutued  iu  itie   mef- 
rime-n'  ] 

My  husband  ordered  the  doors  to  be  all  lock- 
ed, and  weul  out,  Mr.  Trenindm  came  in  and 
1  got  a  key  and  unlnclsed  the  cellar  Ooor  to  let 
biiu  go  down  ;  he  went  down,  and  shnrily  af  er- 
w.irds  came  up  saying  ihai  there  was  in'  mis- 
lake  about  it  ;  my  husband  reiurned  with  Dr. 
Bigelow  and  .st-veral  others  ;  I  never  saw  any 
bed  clothes  left  at  the  Laboratory  by  the  ex- 
pressman. 

Cross  examined.  I  don't  recil'ect  exactly 
what  lime  1  got  the  Water  for  Pn.f  Websierj  it 
was  after  the  otftc^rs  had  been  ihere;  there  was, 
a  liagand  bundle  brought  bv  the  express  man j. 
I  didn't  see  Prof  W^h-t^r  lake  the  bag,  bunble 
and  box  into  his  laboratory;  bul  when  he  met 
up  stairs  they  were  in  the  entry,  and  when  he 
<  ame  dnwi  ihe>.  were  missing,  so  I  concluded 
that  he  pnt  iheniin  hi*  room, 

29ih  Witness  John  Maxwei.t,  ca'W.  I  live 
in  Fruit  street  place;  know  Ur  Parkman;  hfli 
lived  m  Walnut  street;  a  lew  days  before  the 
Dr  Paikman  disappeared,  I  carried  a  note  from 
Prof  Webster  to  Dr  Parkman,  and  delivered, ^ 
to  hira  in  his  own  hand.  _         y.3 

Cr  >ss  examination  of  ihif-  witness  declined. 
30  h  Witness,  Joh-s  Hahaway,  called  Am 
engaged  at  the  Mas-acioisetts  Hospital  to  com-, 
pound  and  deliver  medicines  Mr.  Liltlefield 
applied  t.  me  for  a  jar  of  blood  I  think  on 
Thursday,  a  week  belore  Thanksgiving;  didn't 
get  the  blood  for  Mr.  L  I  attended  all  the  leei 
turcs  on  Chemistry,  'A 

Cross-examined.  I  fix  the  day  on  whic« 
Mr.  Lttilefteld  applied  to  me,  by  the  fact  that 
there  was  but  one  more  lecture  on  Chemistry  in 
the  course 

Ttie  court  here  addresseil  the  jury,saying  that 
he  was  under  the  painful  necessity  of  stating  to 
them  that  the  trial  would  progress  into  another 
week,  and  that  they  would  be  rtbliged  to  remain 
in  the  custody  of  officers.  He  said  they  must 
withold  the  expression  of  their  opinioiis,  and 
abstain  f  ven  from  the  formation  of  opinions  on 
the  subject  because  they  had  only  tlius  iar, 
heard  a  pan  of  one  side  of  the  case. 

The  court  here  adjourned,  until  Monday,  A. 
M.,  at  9  o'clock. 
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SIXTH  DAY. 

Monday,   iVlarch  25— A.  M. 
The  jury  entered  at  five  minutes  before  nine 
o'clock,  and  were  followed  by  the  Court  at  five 
minutes  past  nine.  The  nances  of  the  jury  were 
ealled  and  the  proceedings  commenced. 

30th  witness.  Miss  Sarah  BusselLj  coZZerf 
by  government  and  sworn — Am  acquainted  and 
related  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Littlefield,  am  niece 
of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Littlefield;  I  visited  Mr,  and 
Mrs,  Littlefield  on  the  I9th  Novemljer  1849, 
and  staid  till  the  27th;  hrard  of  the  disappear- 
ance of  D  ictor  Parkman  on  Friday,  Satur- 
day, Monday  and  Tuesday.  On  Friday  a  gen- 
tleman came  to  the  door  between  4  and  6  o'clk. 
in  the  afternoon.  I  went  to  the  door  to  let  him 
in — it  was  Mr.  Petty.  I  didn't  let  him  m  at  the 
front  door;  the  key  wasn't  in,  and  I  didn't  know 
where  to  find  it.  So  1  looked  through  the  side 
light  of  the  door,  and  saw  a  gentleman,  who 
asked  for  Mr.  Littlefield.  1  replied  to  him  that 
Mr.  L.  had  laid  down,  but  that  if  he  would 
go  round  to  the  other  door,  I  would  go  and  call 
Mr.  Littlefield  he  went  round  and  1  went  down 
Btairs  to  call  Mr.  Littlefield  and  when  i  got  down 
there  I  saw  Mr.  Littlefield  coming  out  of  the  bed 
room  in  his  stocking-  feet,  and  passed  into  the 
kitchen,  and  Mr.  Littlefield,  went  to  the  door 

Cross-examined  1  know  that  it  was  between 
4  and  5  o'clock  P.  M.,  because  it  was  after  the 
lectures  were  over,  and  after.  Mr.  L.  had  laid 
down.  1  first  called  these  facts  to  mind  about  2 
weeks  since;  1  was  at  Medford,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  were  there,  and  we  were  talking  about 
it,  and  my  father  asked  who  went  to  the  door; 
then  1  thought  of  these  things. 

31st  Joseph  W.  Preston  Am  a  student 
of  medicine;  attended  the  last  course  of  Profes- 
sor Webster's  lectures;  1  saw  Prof.  Webster  on 
Friday,  Nov.  23,  1849,  after  the  lectures  were 
overf^it  was  about  6  o'clock;  saw  him  about  10 
or  12  feet  from  Mr.  Littlefield's  carriage  shed; 
he  was  going  towards  it;  am  not  able  to  say 
whether  he  entered  the  College  or  not;  am  per- 
fectly confident  mysell  that  this  was  on  Friday 
evening;  I  was  coming  from  the  dissecting- 
room. 

Cross-examined  The  shed  was  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  College,  into  which  the  Profes- 
sors used  to  drive  their  carriages  ;  the  shed  is 
called  the  Evist  shed  ;  .  was  t"  meet  two  ymng 
medical  students  on  Hanover  street  that  Friday 
night,  and  I  had  told  them  I  could' at  meet  t  hem 
on  any  ot  her  night ;  I  have  thought  fif  it  several 
times  ;  I  thought  it  was  a  remarkahL  fact  meet- 
ing Professor  Wehster  that  night  at  that  time  ; 
I  mentioned  it  a&  a  remarkable  fact  tr  iVlr. 
Richardson,  a  member  of  the  bar,  in  the  cars  ; 
1  don't  remember  whether  it  wa-s  bef^n-;  or  ffier 
the  disappearance  of  Dr  Parkina"  f  fix  the 
hour  from  the  far-t  that  I  usually  hav  ny  t  a  at 
half- past  six  o'clock,  and  was  to  have  ine;  the 
young  students  referred  to  at  7  o'clock  ;  I  ffime 
from  the  dissecting  room  ;  I  don't  remcmher 
seeing  any  one  in  the  dis'=:pctiiig  room  at  the 
time  I  left  it. 

Direct  examination  resumed  Thought  ihe 
meeting  Dr,  Weti.^ter  Fiiday  night  remark;  ble, 
because  I  never  s^sw  him  before  at  that  inne; 
this  was  the  second  course  of  lectures  I  had 
attended. 


32d — Wm.  Calhoun.  I  drive  a  team  for 
Mr.  Fuller ;  am  acquainted  with  Littlefield; 
live  at  the  corner  of  Fruit  and  Grove  streets; 
was  with  Mr,  Littlefield  talking  on  the  Sunday 
afier  the  disappearance  of  Dr,  Parkman,  and. 
saw  Prof.  Webster  in  North  Grove  street,  op- 
posite the  College  ;  he  camejdowu  Fruit  street; 
I  think  it  was  about  4  o'clock;  It  was  clear 
enough  to  see;  he  (Webster)  came  up  to  Mr. 
Littlefield  and  said  to  him;  did  you  se^  Dr. 
Parkman  last  week  ;  Mr,  Littlefield  said 
he  saw  him  on  Friday  going  towards  the  Col- 
lege. Prof.  Webster  asked  where  he  (Little- 
field) was,  when  he  saw  Dr  Parkman,  Little 
field  replied  that  he  was  standing  at  the  front 
d(ior  of  the  College,  but  didn't  see  D(.  P. 
when  he  went  to  the  College,  as  he  had  gone 
and  laid  down  on  a  settee  at  a  distance  from 
the  door.  Prof  Webster  asked  what  time  ou 
Friday  afternoon  Littlefield  had  s<;en  Dr.  Park- 
man  coming  towards  the  College.  Littlefield 
replied  about  half  past  1  o'clock  P.  M. 

Froi'essor  Webster  said  "that  is  the  very  time 
I  paid  him  1483,  to  discharge  a  mortgage,"  and 
that  "  the  Doctor  grabbed  the  money  and  runoiF 
as  fast  as  he  could,"  and  as  he  was  going  Prof. 
Webster  said  to  him  "now  go  to  Cambridge 
and  discharge  the  mortgage;"  didn't  see  any- 
thing remarkable  in  the  appearance  of  Dr. 
Webster  at  the  time. 

[Cross  examination  of  this  witness  was  de 
clined.J 

33d  witness—  Dr.  John  B.  S  Jackson,  called. 
I  am  P'ofessor  of  Physiological  Anatomy, 
at  Harvard  College,  in  the  city  of  Cambridge; 
Mr.  Littlefield  had  an  interview  with  me  on 
Friday  at  the  college  at  about  1  o'clock  [The 
introduction  of  this  conversation  w  s  objected 
to  by  the  defence,  but  was  allowed  to  proceed 
by  the  bench  to  test  the  relevancy  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  conveisation.]  That  he 
couldn't  go  into  the  street  without  beini^  told 
that  Dr.'Parkman  was  within  the  walls  of  the 
Medical  College,  and  that  he  meant  to  dig  to 
the  privy  vault  and  examine  it ;  I  told  him 
to  gf>  on,  and  if  he  discovered  a'.ything 
to  go  to  Dr  Bigelow  first,  and  then  come  to  me; 
enjoined  strict  secresy  upon  him  in  case  he 
made  no  discovery,  and  pledged  myself  to  the 
same;  when  1  came  home  that  evening,  1  found 
him  (Littlefield)  at  ray  place;  don't  know  wheth- 
er Webster  used  anatomical  subjects  in  his  de- 
partment or  not. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined  by 
defence. 

34th  witness  G.  W  Trenholm,  Policeman. 
My  beat  was  at  the  west  front  of  the  city  last 
November,  near  the  Medical  College;  never 
known  Li'tlefield  the  janitor  of  the  college; 
know  Professor  Webster.  Saw  Pro'essoi  Web- 
ster on  the  Sunday  afternoon  after  the  disap- 
pearance of  Dr  Paikman,  I  *'as  standin'^  talk- 
ing with  Littlefield  when  he  came  up,  he  (Web- 
ster) said  to  me  "  What  about  that  $20  bill?" 
I  told  him  I  didn't  know  anything  abeu;  it,_he 
then  told  the  story  of  the  Irishman  oliering 
thf  S20  bill  to  change  for  a  toll  of  one  cent ; 
[here  witness  said  he  was  misiaken,and  said  that 
he  was  talking  with  Mr.  James  H.  Blake,  (late 
city  Marshall,)  instead  of  Littlefield]  Webster 
came  up  and  spoke  to  Mr  Blake,  and  said  that 
the  first  he  had  heard  of  the  disappearance  of  Dr. 
Parkman,  the  evening  before,,  he  said    he  had 
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ead  an  account  of  it  in  a  paper — Prof.  Webster 
Baid  that  on  the  day  of  his  (Dr.  Farkman's)  disap- 
pearance,'he  bad  paid  him  $483  and  some  odd 
cents,  to  discharge  a  mortgage,  and  that  he  (  VV.) 
had  come  to  the  city  to  tell  his  (P's.)  friends; 
did  not  see  Frof.  VV. during  the  interval  between 
that  Sunday  and  the  Saturday  of  his  arrest;  Mr. 
Littlefield  told  me  on  Friday  afternoon  about  4 
o'clock,  that  he  had  told  the  officers  that  every 
placj  in  the  College  had  been  searched  except 
that,  and  he  meant  to  penetrate  the  walls,  and 
Bee  if  there  was  anything  there;  he  said  he  (L.) 
had  felt  the  walls  of  the  Laboratory  very  hot 
some  time  before  ;  I  felt  of  the  w.ills — 
but  did  not  teel  any  heat  there  then  ; — 
it  was  on  the  Friday  afternoon  when  the  re- 
mains were  discovered,  thi-'  conversation  took 
place  about  the  $10  or  $20  hill,  offered  by  the 
Irishmaa  in  payment  of  toll  Pof.  Webster 
said  that  the  City  Marshal  had  goi  ihe  bill 
from  the  tollman,  and  had  sent  for  hini  (Web- 
ster) to  identify  it.  He  (Webster)  said  he 
didn't  identify  it  as  one  paid  by  him  to  Dr. 
Parkman.  Prof  Webster  then  went  away; 
just  afterwaids  Littlefield  came  out  and  .said 
he  should  be  throu  gh  the  wall  in  an  hour  or  so; 
in  about  an  hour  afterwards  Littlefield  came 
up  and  said  he  had  found  Dr  Parkman  in 
the  vault,  and  that  he  was  going  for  Dr.  Bige- 
low.  He  went  off,  and  1  went  into  Mr.  Little- 
field's  house,  intending  to  go  down  the  cellar  to 
see  the  result  of  Mr  Littlefi  Id's  discovery.  Mrs, 
Littlefield  asked  me  if  1  was  not  afraid  to  go 
down;  told  her  no,  and  she  then  gave  me  a  lamp 
and  opened  the  cellar  door.  I  went  down,  and 
looking  into  the  vault,  through  the  hole  in  the 
wall,  saw  the  parts  of  the  body  described. 
Shortly  Marshal  Tukey,  Dr.  Bigelow,  and  the 
others  came  down. 

To  ihe  Court — The  remains  were  taken  out 
•f  the  vault  and  laid  on  a  board.  They  were 
left  there  till  the  party  came  down. 

Direct — 1  was  left  in  cliarge  of  the  College 
nntil  Professor  Webster  '.vas  brought  down  by 
the  party.  He  (Webster)  was  brought  down 
about  11  o'clock  at  night.  1  was  not  at  the 
door  when  he  (  Webster)  came.  Littlefield  came 
op  stairs  and  told  me  that  Prof  W,  had  come; 
the  party  went  to  the  Laboratory,  the  door  of^ 
which  was  forced  in  ;  we  went  to  the  privy  and 
asked  where  the  kev  of  it  was;  Littlefield  re- 
plied that  Prof  W.  had  it;  Prof.  W.  said  he 
had  not  got  it,  but  that  it  was  hanging  up  on  the 
shelves;  we  took  down  the  key  he  showed  us, 
and  went  to  the  under  Laboratory  and  tried  it, 
but  it  would  not  tit  the  lock  of  the  privy;  the 
door'&f  the  privy  was  then  broken  open;  Prof 
Webster  appeared  to  be  confused  while  in  the 
lower  Laboratory;  was  more  agitated  than  when 
in  the  upper  one;  he  called  for  water,  and  when 
it  was  br.jught  to  him  he  snapped  and  bit  at 
those  who  offered  it.  Officers  Adams,  (i  ce 
and  myself  remained  at  the  cell  all  night;  I  le- 
mained  there  until  Sunday  afternoon;  was  re 
lieved  fi-om  duty  only  a  few  minutes  at  a  time 
during  this  interval;  I  was  not  under  orders  to 
keep  a  strict  watch  upon  Mr.  Littlefield  or  any 
one  else  at  the  rime;  the  place  was  properly 
and  securely  guarded;  the  remains  were  put  in 
a  box,  nailed  up  and  placed  in  the  pnvy;  an 
inquiry  was  made  for  the  hatchet  belonging  to 
the  Laboratory.     Webster  replied,    "down  in 


the  sink."    I    think  Littlefie'd    succeeded   is 

finding  the  hatchet.  . 

Cross  examined. — Professor  Webster  accost- 
ed  me  on  Friday  afternoon,  saying, "What  about 
that  §20  bill?"  he  said  something  about  the  city 
marshall'at  Cambridge,  in  connection  with  this 
bill;  1  was  acquainted  slightly  with  the  Profess- 
or at  that  time;  1  saw  Littlefield  on  Saturday ,the 
day  after  the  disappearance  of  Dr.  Parkman;  he 
was  talking  with  Mr.  Ringsley;  he  (Littlefield) 
said  he  had  not  seen  Dr.  Parkman  for  three  or 
four  days. 

To  the  Court.  Mr  Littlefield  was  talking 
with  Mr.  Kingslfy,  on  Sa'urday  afternoon, 
the.  24th  November,  and  I  undei stood  him  (Lit- 
tlefield) to  say  that  he  had  not  seen  Dr  Park- 
man  for  three  or  four  da)s 

Attobney  General  State  all  you  know 
about  this  cohveisaiion. 

Witness.  Lirilefield  afterwards  conected 
this  statement  to  the  City  IVJarshal. 

[This  was  objected  to  by  the  defence,  and 
ruled  out  as  inconipetent  by  the  bench.] 

Some  enquiry  was  made  for  the  hatchet  oa 
Friday  night  at  the  Colbge  ;  I  think  Mr.  Ad- 
ams broke  open  the  priv^'  door  ;  the  lock  was 
afterwards  taken  off,  or  it  dropped  off;  the  pri- 
vy door  was  afterwards  nailed  up. 

35th  witness-  Nathajsiel  D  Sawin  called. 
I  run  the  i^ambridgeand  Boston  express  ;  know 
Professoi  Webster ;  have  been  in  the  habit  o< 
carrying  articles  to  and  fro  for  him  ;  carried 
some  articles  to  the  College  from  the  Professor's 
house  on  the  12th  of  November,  on  the  26th, 
and  also  on  the  23d  of  November,  on  the  26th 
I  brought  in  some  bundles  for  him,  some  grapie 
vines,  which  I  took  for  faggo's  at  the  time;  a 
box  and  bundle;  I  left  tlremin  Mr,  Liltlefied's 
cellar  by  order  of  Prof.  Webster. 

To  the  Court—He  (Webster)  said  "you 
leave  them  in  the  cellar  and  1  will  take  them 
into  the  Laboratory  "  > 

Direct  resumed — I  never  had  similar  orders 
given  me  before  by  the  Professor;  have  been  to 
the  college  on  business  for  Prof  W.;  something 
like  two  hundred  times  in  the  course'  of  three 
years;  I  used  to  leave  things  in  the  Laboratory; 
used  to  get  the  key  from  Littlefield's  kitchen; 
1  tried  the  door  of  the  Laboratory  thinking  I 
might  have  mistaken  my  orders;  found  the  door 
locked;  on  Wednesday  I  carried  two  boxes  from 
Cambridge  to  the  Laboratory;  one  of  the  boxes 
was  about  2^  feet  long  and  a  foot  deep,and  same 
width,  and  the  other  about  a  foot  and  a  half 
squ  >re. 

I'c  the  C^urt.  The  box  had  something  in  it; 
I  left  the  boxes  in  the  cellar,  and  noticed  the 
grape  vine  and  other  articles  that  1  had  brought 
before,  still  in  the  cellar. 

Direct  resum.ed. — After  the  arrest  of  Profess- 
or Webster,  1  went  to  the  College  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  if  the  remains  were  in  the 
College  still. 

Cross-examined — I  have  been  in  the  constant 
habit  of  carrying-  things  from  Cambridge  to  the 
Medical  College  for  Professor  Weh.ster;  always- 
been  in  the  habit  of  going  in  and  "Ul  of  the  la- 
boratory; saw  the  kiif  •  now  exhitiiied,  (bowie 
kiiifi?)  in  the  hands  of  Professor  Webster,  in 
his  garden  at  Cambridge,  on  the  !7th  of  Nov- 
ember, 1849,  he  was  cutting  some  grape  vines; 
he  remarked  to  me  that  he  had  a  peculiar  kind 
of  kuife..     As  I  stood  by  him  he  cut  his  finger, 
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Kid  thp  htoarl  ra'i   npon   the   kn  Te      Cross  ex- 
amination qffhit-^iritnets  declined. 

36lh    wnntrss  -  DfcRAeiTHa  Olapp,  constable,  * 
mllei-f — Am   one    nj    the  consliLiles   of  Bosloii;, 
ba»e  hejpn  coiisiatiK- 20  yf-ars. 

(Here  two  niorti^age  notes  and  an  account, 
current,  showin;;  the  business  retatims  of  Prof 
Webster  and  Dr.  Parkman,  on  the  23(i  Novem- 
ber, 1849.  were  i  xhibited  to  the  Court  and  to  the 
witness.)  1  shw  these  papers  for  the  first  time, 
Ofi  the  5ih  December.  1849,  at  the  house  of  Pro- 
fessor Webster,  Cambridge.  This  was  the  sec- 
On<l  se.nrrh  made  of  the  house.  1  was  directed 
to  jro  to  Cambridfic  by  the  city  Marshal  (Tukey) 
and  get  a  Cambridge  officer  and  search  the  house 
Ol  ilie  iff-f-nd-in';  a-cordm^  to  niy  ^ti^^clio[ls  I 
asked  Mrs  Wfbster  if  stie  had  a'ld  would  sive 
in«  a  handle  of  pipers  gi"^en  her  .y  Professor 
Webster,  she  repiied  thai  t-ne  liad  some  papers 
in  her  possession;  shortly  afiiTWards  officer 
Sanderson  came  df<wii  si.iirs  wiib  a  buidie  of 
pai>f»rs  aiiioiiu;  which  were  the  papers  now  ex- 
hibiied,  as  ih.^re  were  many  papers  in  the  b'ln- 
dle  not  meii'i'iied  in  ihe  said  wari-anr  atid  1  re 
turned  ilieiri  lo  S-iiirinr^-ion  and  toJd  hitn  to  put 
th^'n\  in  ne  trm  k  where  he  f lund  ihem 

I  took  the  pap'Ts  no*  pro(iuc<"d  lo  the  cottrt, 
and  srave  Vlrs  W^hsl'-r  a  receipt  ii>r  them.  I 
took  one  noie  from  Professor  Webster  to  Dr 
Park(iian,  for  8400  dated  .!nne  22J.  1812,  a  ver- 
baiiin  co(iy  <•'  whieh  we  give  below 

A  rece.->s  of  ten  niinule-s  was  granted  to  the 
jury. 

$400. 

Boston,  June  a^d,  1842. 
F'T  vdliie   ecplveil    I  pro  -.li^e  to  pay  (Je  ^rge  (a  k- 
maii,  I  r  o  .1  ',  lii    sum  of  Fi  ur  Hii  (fretl  i  nil  rs,  iii 
fifte-jn  uiMiit  s  trotu  lhi.s  iiale,  w  th  i'^ti-rc-it  i"  he  pa  d. 
J.  W.  WEUSTER. 
In  presence  of 

"This  is  lo  h"  given  up  on  payraent  of  Webster's  note 
ofJ.ooM  V  aad  '47" 

Endorsed  as  follows: — 

"1815,  .Inly  loih     ln<«ristis  received  to  date  by  re- 
«eii)t,     unci       seven     ilollara  of    p;incpal,      leav  ug 
due  *3U3.    Oct  10,  sevenn -five  dollars." 
In  pencil  mark — 

"$483  o5  bal   p  .id,  Nov  '49." 

The  writins  of  the  endorsenaent  upon  this 
note  was  acknowledaed  by  Government  to  be 
tliatof  Dr.  Parkman,  The  other  note,  taken  by 
constabi  ■  ('lapp,  from  Webster's  person,  was 
read  to  the  Court,  a  correct  copy  of  which  wa 
give  here  below: — 

Boston,  January  22, 1S47. 

V«l«e  reclTed,  I  pro  •■  i  e  to  pay  Gporge  Parkman 
•©jroi-der,  twiity-f  'jr  hutnlrt-d  tud  ihirty  two  dollars 
^ithi.fiur  years  from  d-iie,  with  interest,  yearly  and 
Wartrr  of  saidsum,  sraid  ■>ubi  beinz  to  t'C  paid  yea.ly. 

J.  W.  WBaJSTEB. 

Witness — Charles  Cunningham. 

In    pencil   mark  on   the   same   note,  as   fol- 

icws  ; — 

"SOioftheaboveisG.  P.'s.    x  332  =833. 

Also  reversed  on  the  same  note  the  following  i 

"Oil  payment  of  ei^ht  hundred  and  thirty-' wo  dollars 
<>f  this  Hiid  intere.-5t,  Dr  W.'s  other  rnortjage  and  uote 
tjo  Q.  P   of  .June  22;!,  1842,  is  o  b«  cancelled," 

And  in  pencil  again  — 

"  Copy  W.  hiS  $S3l  23^  corrected  " 

This  note  is  also  endorsed  as  follows  : 

•'1848,  April  iRth.  received  a  hundred  and  eighty- 
SBT-en  d"l  rs  50-100  by  Ch's  Cunningham.  I  gave  re- 
ceipt    G.  P." 

"Nov.  lUh.  A  hmiiired  eighty-ssTen  dollars 50-100 
fcy  C.  C    I  gdve  receipt." 


And  again  in  pencil  marks  i 
"7— Nov'r3rd,  $17  56  by  receipt." 

H  re  the  ace  .unt  current  containing  a  state- 
ment of  tfie  business  relations  of  ProC.  Webster 
and  Dr.  Parkman  was  read  to  the  court — a  true 
copy  of  which  we  give  below.  i 

Account  Current 

The  ihird  paper  read  was  a  memorandum 
'iaeed  4pri!  25  1849  and  signed  O  O.  directed 
to  Dr  Webster,  in  which  is  a  statement  of 
several  money  tra'saciions  beivseexi  Dr  Web- 
ster and  the 'lat<'  Di-  Pafcrnan,  showing  that 
the  aole  for  S2432  was  to  cover  ihv-  fallowiag 
sums.     It  read  as  ibilc  ws : 

Lmned  $1600 

Due  Ur.  P.  ngrcfing  with  Dr.  W.'s  accouut,  i5i348  83 

Du8  niePre,cott,  $^00,00 

j-ue  A.  and     .  u.,  *;i34,00 

And  tiir  Hraoun'  of  bilU  fiaid  which  eve  ed  'he 

$1600.  bill  allowed  by  several   iiid  viduals  on  i 

seltldiiieiit,  $49.62 

Consequently  the  5348,?3  is  included  in  balance 
of  your  notes,  and  Dr.  P.  took  his  security  in  the 
note  for  g243'2,  and  mortgages  for  that  sum,  be- 
cause he  did  not  consider  the  security  he  had 
sufficient  for  the  g348.83.  and  dei  lined  surren- 
dering the  note  until  the  debt  is  paid.  He  says: 
You  received  a  document  from  hirn  dated 
January  1847.  stating  the  amount  of  t'2132  cov- 
ers both  debts  to  him.  The  note  for  sSlS'i  is  ia 
his  favor,  and  is  held  by  him.  Yourdeiit  to  him 
appears  to  be  the  old  balance  of  5348  83. 

L>^aned  you  of  iheieOO  $5iiO 

Deduct  paid  him,  375—125 

$473,83 
Hesya  yo  I  paid  h'm  Nov.  3d,  1847, 
find  have  receit,t  for  17,56 

Wiih mt  int-rest,                       $456,27  ■;  - 

Aftpr  Infm  o'  1600  net,  1847,  youow-  „ 

'd  Ur.  l'.,asahove,  8'85,09 

W.  I'rescott  a  ivance  I £00— pa^d  him  _^  :     . 

187,.'50,  312,59, 

Mrs.  P  ad>anced2fl0— piid  her7-,  125,119- 

ivir  Nyeaitvii.  c»-d200— pi'l  h"ii  liO,  50,00 

C  C.  advanced  lOO-pa.dhiiu  75,  2o,09^ 

$637,50. 

I  have  seen  Dr  P.  this  evening,  as  reque»ied: 

hyyou,  and  tru-t  the  above  coulaias  all  the  ia- 

ft)rmaiion  you  wish  ■■, 

In  pencil  thus  :  j 

"  But  due  Dn- P.  is        -       -       -  -       $456  21, 

27  37 


$483  64       $483  6t 
Also  in  pencil : 

"  Til'?  interest  as  above  calculated." 
Dirf^ct  examination    o/"  Constabf.e   Clapp 
resumed. — I  took  a  wallet  from  Professor  Web- 
ster at  the  jail,  and  put  my  raaiks  on  the  meaio- 
randum. 

[They  will  be  found  annexed  :J 

"  Mr.  A.  Friday,  received       ...       $510  00 

234  19 


and  Dr.  Big.  275  90 

Fettea  Cash 

"Dr.  P  cam=  to  le-lnre  r  om,  forward  left  hand 
BPat.  -  tudents  stoppt  d— he  wai  ed  till  aoue.  and  came 
to  me  aiiH  asked  lor  money.  DeNire  '  hiiii  lo  wait  till 
Frid  ly  23d  as  all  thf  t  ckeis  were  not  paid  for,  but  no 
d  nbt  would  be.  Then  hr,  gooil  deal  e.\ciled,  went 
away.  S  id  1  o*ed  him  $483  64.  Friday  23. d.  called 
at  his  hou.-.e  ahnut  «  o'clock  V.  M  —told  hiin  I  had  the 
money,  ani  if  h«  would  call  s"on  after  one,  wdpay 
him.    He  called  at  i  past  one,  and  I  paid  hnn  $483  64. 

On  the  second  page  of  the  sheet  containing 
the  abov«,  was  also  written  the  following  : 

"  9th— Due  Dr.  P.,  who  called  at  lecture,  $483  64— 
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byliisact.  Desired  him  to  wait  until  Fridfly.  ?3rd— 
Aiiify-  r-riduj,  U — !  Hid  'lim  lo  clar  ir'dnynge  N  if, 
hfb  13  lb47,  hC  iidi  g  siiiHij  one  S^  37— 125  dut:'ii;in  oil 
loan,  VI li  I  h  the  lar-ie  note  coveri  g,  he  a^/ted  lo  sive 
up  loWdrds  5Hle  of  minerals.  (laliince  due,  iSo  til — 
pa-d;.Hiid  he  g  iv<^  me  up  'wn  nots  Had  iiol  the 
m«ilsag'i  but  oaid  ne  Wbuld  go  and  canrt-l  ii.  Had 
paid  him  375  bv  Smitii, 

123  due, 

.?:500  the  loan. 

Eec't  from  other  persjons— viortgagp,  22d  J  uue  1843, 

Noie,  4(X),  .luMHa.,  im-i. 

Nuie;  24j2,  tan.  2.,  J&17. 

After  this  a  small  scrap  of  paper  was  exhibit- 
ed to  the  ceuri  by  the  Government  and  pur  in 
evidence,  ii  had  on  il  several  words  such  as 
moias^s-ess  jijff,  solder,  paint,  Sic  .  it  was  dated 
Ffidav  ihe  23  I  November,   1849 

IHrect  examination  resumed— On  the  night 
when  we  went  lo  ihe  Coll<-'ge  'o  make  ihe 
search  we  went  wiih  Mr  Listkheld,  to  the 
doorofine  PndVssor's  L'^barafory  ait;  Lutle- 
field  knocked,  he  knocked  twice  before  Pro- 
fessor VV'k-fis!er  ■ainei  when  P/ofessor  W^b 
ster  cami^  to  the  door  [  re'-o^nised  hirn  at 
onccj  had  known  by  sif?ht  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. I  said  to  him,"  We  nave  not  the  sliflfhtest 
idea  of  searching  your  rooms,  but  we  tliought 
that  if  we  began  by  searchin;^  the  College  the 
Other  people  in  the  neighborhood  couldn't  say 
anythins^  against  having  their  own  touses  search- 
ed." Prolessor  Webster  let  us  in,  and  wo  pass- 
ed throuirh  the  upper  and  lower  laboratories;  I 
didn't  take  much  notice  of  the  tooms  at  the 
time  I  went  towards  the  privy,  and  some  one 
called  my  attention  from  it ;  do  not  re- 
member which  door  we  went  out  ol — wheth- 
er It  was  out  of  Littlefield's  door  or  the 
from  door;  we  went  to  the  di^seciine  vault;  the 
impressions  made  on  niy  mind  hy  ih«t  search 
were  not  very  vivid,  inasmuch  as  1  did  not 
SHspect  in  the  least  that  Dr  Parkman  was 
itiside  the  College  rooms.  We  marie  a  very 
thoronah  searrh  of  Litilefipld's  acartrnpfils. 
'  We  seai^ihed  the  garments  of  the  main  and 
female  portion  of  Mr.  L 's  family  on  Friday 
night,  when  Professor  Webster  was  arrested;  1 
was  Sent  to  the  College  by  the  City  Marshal;  I 
Went  down  the  cellar  and  saw  the  rema-Tis  in  the 
privy  vault;  came  up  and-went  through  the  La- 
boratory and  examined  It  thoroughly;  saw  a  pan 
in  the  lower  Laboratory  which  was  covered  over 
b^  several  pieces  of  freest^^ne;  I  lifted 
the  freestone  off  the  pan  lA^irh  ihe  as>istarice  of 
another  officer  and  found  some  hard  cos!  with 
pieces  o(  bone  attached  t«  it;  I  was  shortly 
alterwards  sent  by  the   Ciiy  Marshal   to  Cam- 

/bridge  to  arrest  Pro!  Webster;  I  went  to 
School  street,  got  a  <  oach,  took  in  officer  Stark- 
weaiht»r,  and  proceeded  to  the  Boston  side  of 
Cambridse  Bridge;  then  I  look  in  officer  Sp<irr; 
we  drove  over  lo  Cimhridge  to  the 
house  ot  Professor  Webster.  We  stopped  the 
coach  when  within  fi'o  or  six  r<sds  of  ids  house, 
and  went  up  and  knocked  at  the  door,  and  in- 
quired for  the  Professor;  he  came  forward  to 
see   what  we    wanted;    we    told    him  that  we 

•wanted  him  lo  go  with  us  and  assist  at  one 
more  searciof  the  Medical  College,  in  North 
Grove  street;  he  said  something  about  its  hav- 
ing been  sf  arched  two  or  three  times  hefore,' 
but  was  very  willing  to  accompany  us;  he  put 
off  his  slippers,  drew  on  his  ho.'j's,  and  came 
out;  just  as  westaried,  he  rriiaik  >d  thut  hf  had 
forgotten  his  keys  and  that  he  would  go  back  and 


get  them.  I  told  him  that  we  had  keys  enough 
to  unlock  all  the  rooms  in  the  college,  and  it 
would  not  be  necessaiy  for  liitn  to  go  back  after 
them — he  said  it  was  very  well  a, id  got  into  Ihia 
conch.  The  driver  turned  lowards  Boston  and 
as  we  rode  away,  Pro*'.  Webster  conversed  on 
indiflisrpnt  subjects,  he  talked  of  tlie  Greerd)U8h 
railroad  &c.  &c.  'i'he  conversation  tinailv  t\irn- 
ed  on  the  disappearance  of  Dr,  Parkniani-— 
Professor  Webster  then  said  that  a  IVJrs/Benfc 
ol  Cambridge  had  seen  Dr.  Parkman  til  a  very' 
late  hour  on  the  Fiiday  eveiiiug  when  he 
d!,sappeared,  and  he  said  as  slie  lived  near  the 
bridge  we  might  call  and  see  her;  I  declined  to 
go,  sayii  g  we  ecu  d  go  some  other  lime;  in 
coming  over  the  bridge,  Piof.  Webster  asked  if 
anyiliing  further  had  been  done  in  the  search 
for  Dr.  Po-kman;  I. said  that  the  iat  of  L*r. 
ParUmaij  had  been  found  in  the  waier.  at 
Charlei-town,  and  that  the  tiver  had  been  drag- 
ged above  and  below  the  bridge  ;  as  we  came 
along,  the  coachman  drovt  past  the  jrreet 
leading  to  the  ftiec^ical  Coliei;e,  ai^d  propf  ed- 
ed  up  towards  the  jail.  Profe^sor  Webster 
remarked  that  he  was  going  in  a  wrong  direc- 
tion. 1  replied  that  he  was  a  new  coachmaa 
and  somewhat  green,  but  that  he  would  doubt- 
less discover  and  rectify  his  mistake.  This  rea- 
son satisfied  him.  The  coachman  still  drove 
on.  and  shortly  after  arrived  at  the  jail.  I  got 
out  of  the  coach  and  went  into  the  jail,  in  order 
to  see  if  there  ware  any  spectators  there — found 
there  were  not,  and  then  went  back  and  said  to 
the  officers  and  the  prisoner,  '1  wish,  gentle- 
men, you  would  aliyht  here  for  a  few  moments." 
The  officers  got  out  of  the  coach,  and  the  pris- 
oner followed.  We  passed  into  the  outer  office 
and  I  then  said,  ''Gentlemen,  1  guess  we  bad 
better  walk  into  the  inr.er  office.  We  went  in, 
and  then  I'rof  Webster  looked  at  me  and  said, 
"what  is  he  me-  uii.g  of  all  this  "  I  >aid  to 
him,  "Professor  Websier,  y.m  will  pet  haps  re- 
men^ber  thai  in  c  .mii.g  over  Cambridge  bridge 
I  told  you  that  the  rivt-rabov  .  and  below  ii,  had 
been  dragged;  we  have  aisob>^f!  dragging  in 
the  College,  ant  we  have  do!i»  lotik  '  s  for  ihe 
body  of  Dr.  Parkman,  and  you  are  now  in  custo- 
dy, on  the  charge  of  being  his  murderer." 
He  uttered  two  or  three  sentences  which  1  did 
not  distinctly  understand,  but  which  I  supposed 
at  the  time  to  refer  to  the  n.'^ture  of  the  crime 
with  which  he  was  charged;  he  finally  spoke 
plainly  and  said  he  would  like  his  fan.ily  to  be 
told  of  his  arrest;  I  told  him  if  his  family 
were  told,  hs  he  rtqne«ted  ii  would  be  a 
sad  nighi  flsr  thcTrK  and  told  him  further, 
(as  he  was  iieoinn'u^g  to  talk)  ihat  he  had 
better  not  say  anything  to  me  or  anybody 
at  that  time  I  aftei  wards  left  the  prisoner 
in  ctistridy,  asi-d  made  out  a  mittimus 
directed  to  IVlr  Andrews  who  was  absent  at 
tha^  tr^oment,  the  jailer  directing  him  not  to 
commit  '.he  prisurier  to  the  cells  unii!  he  heard 
agaiu  from  me;  I  wetii  down  io  the  C'  llfge 
after  this,  and  ioot.ed  afiout  the  lahoiatory, 
and  shorttv  afferwarn  the  prisoner  was 
brought  down  there;  he  was  greatly  agitated 
and  looked  as  though  he  did  not  knotr 
what  was  going  on  about  him  ;  he 
appeared  to  me,  to  act  precisely  like  persoua 
whom  I  have  seen  in  delirium  ItemetiS 
some  one  handed  him  ■  water  but  he 
couldn't     drink,      and       sn.-ipped      at      the 
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glass  like  a  mad  dog;  I  broke  open  the  privy 
ioor  and  the  lock  fell  off';  ai  the  jail  I  searched 
the  pockets  of  the  prisoner  and  look  from  him 
a  wallet  contairJng  papers,  a  gold  watch, 
two  dollars  and  forty  cents  in  money,  an  omnibus 
ticket  case  and  6  keys,  one  of  the  keys  (the  one 
now  exhibited)  fits  the  lock  of  the  privy;  my 
search  at  the  house  of  the  Professor  in  Cam- 
bridge did  not  amount  to  much. 

Here  the  court  adjourned  until  3J  o'clock 
P.  M 

AFTBBNOON    SESSION, 

The  jury  came  in  at  twen*y-five  minutes 
past  3  o'clock.  The  court  entered  at  twenty 
minutes  before  4  o'clock,  and  the  prooceedings 
eommenced. 

Dcrasius  Clapp  reealled.  Cross-examined. 
When  W'-  went  down  stairs  to  the  Laboratoryj 
we  tried  the  doors  of  the  privy  anti  private 
room;  I  think  the  doors  were  tried; 
Professor  Webster  went  down  ahead 
of  US;  saw  some  mineral  on  the 
furnace.  When  we  had  arrived  at  Professor 
Webster's  house,  at  ('ambridge,  we  told  him 
we  wanted  to  make  anorher  search  of  thr  Col 
lege;  Professor  Webster  said  that  he  should  not 
be  the  loser  if  Dr.  Parkman  hadn't  discharged 
the  mortgage;  think  he  said  also  that  he  be- 
lieved Dr  Parkman  was  an  honest  man;  he 
said  something  about  the  railroad  and 
about  Doctor  Parkm^in  having  been  seen 
at  several  places  by  different  people  since  his 
disappeaiance.  The  conversation  between 
us  was  very  free,  and  it  was  my  eudeavur  to 
keep  it  so;  we  arrived  at  the  jail  at  ten  o'clock; 
know  the  hour,  becau  e  I  louked  at  my  watch. 

37th  witness— CAarZes  W  Little  called  Am 
a  resident  of  Cambridge,  and  a  student  at  Har- 
vard College;  knew  Dr  Parkman  by  sigiii,  I 
met  him  on  Thursday,  day  before  that  on  which 
he  disappeared,  near  the  Mount  Auburn  road; 
he  was  in  a  chaise,  and  inquired  of  me  where 
Professor  Webster  lived;  I  pointed  out  to  him 
his  residence,  and  he  rode  on;  1  met  him  about 
^  or  ^  of  a  mile  from  Prot.  Webster's  h'>!ise, 
I  fix  the  first  day,  from  the  fact  that  I  went  to 
JJew  York  the  next  day;  I  returned  the  next 
Sunday;  Dr  Parkman  was  riding  alone. 

The  cross-examination  of  this  witness  was 
declined. 

38th  witness.  Seth  Pettee,  called.  I  do 
business  in  this  city,  am  clerk  in  the  New  Eng- 
land Bank,  and  I  collect  the  funds  of  the  Med- 
ical faculty;  I  began  this  last  office  the  7th  of 
JNovember,  1849;  I  sold  55  tickets  to  roFessor 
Webster's  Chemical  I  jctures,  at  Sl5  per  ticket, 
amounting  to  §82.5;  1  disposed  of  all  the  tick- 
ets for  the  Faculty's  Lectures  ;  1  dispos- 
ed of  about  one  hundred  tickets  in  all,  for 
some  1  received  promissory  notes,  and  some 
were  given  free,  according  to  custom,  [looking 
at  an  account;]  1  disposed  of  93  tickets  to  Prof 
Webster's  lectures;  38  I  dispi'sed  of  for  promis- 
sory notes,  and  7  remain  on  hand.  I  collected 
two  of  the  promisssry  notes  on  half  tickets. 
Prof.  Webster  would  realize  §16  on  the  account 
thus  collected.  All  therefore  collected  on  the 
tickets  sold  by  me  amounted  to  §823  plus  §15. 
The  §16  I  paid  to  Dr.  Bigelow,  Treasursr  ofthe 
Faculty,  by  order  of  Prof.  W .;  I   have  a   lijst  of 


107  students  who  attended  the  whole    coarse  o 

the  Faculty's  lectures ;  there  was  one  other 
ticket  to  Professor  Webster's  lectures  which  I 
have  not  mentioned  ;  Mr.  Littlefield  sent  to  me 
to  come  TO  his  house  and  fill  out  a  ticket  for  a 
student  named  E  R  Ridgeway  ;  there  were 
two  other  tickets  which  I  have  not  named ; 
there  was  due  Professor  Webster  "Ut  of  these 
tickets  sold  for  the  Isc  Division,  $5 in  I  paid 
that  in  the  foil  >ving  manner :  I  paid  Dr.  Bige- 
low a  note  dated  April  1849,  in  his  fav(ir  against 
Proressor  Webster,  for  S225  89  and  interest 
S8, 21,  makuig  the  amount  ofthe  note  S234,10. 
The  balance  of  :he  funds,  amounting  to  8273,90, 
I  myself  paid  to  Professor  John  W.  Webster. 

The  next  d  vision  was  on  the  I4th  or  about 
the  14ih  I  credit-,. '  ban  with  thirteen  tickets 
sold  amounting  to  $1?6  I  drew  a  check  for  it 
on  I  he  Teller  of  the  New  England  Bank,  the 
checks  IS  dated  on  the  14tii  No\i ember;  Professor 
Webster  endorsed  tbe  check  and  1  ga\  e  him  the 
money  for  it  The  next  division  was  on  the 
16th  tor  two  tickets  amounting  t«>  $30,  tfiis  1 
p;iiil  Mr  IjittJefield  on  an  order  from  Proff  ssor 
Webster;  1  also  gave  the  rest  of  the  tickets 
on  hand  to  Li ttl  field,  on  the  order.  The  last 
division  1  pai  t  Professor  Webster  was  on  Fri- 
day the  23rl  November,  1849;  I  gave  him 
a  check  on  the  New  Englanci  Bank  for  $90 
and  charged  him  with  it.  I  have  now  some 
funds  on  hand  belonging  to  Prof.  Webster;  the 
first  time  1  saw  Dr.  Parkman  was  on  the  12th  of 
JNovember,  1849;  he  came  into  my  office  and 
inquired  if  1  collected  the  money  for  the  Medi- 
cal B'aculty.  He  asked  me  if  1  had  any  money 
belonging  to  Prof  Webster.  I  said  1  had  not, 
as  i  had  paid  Prof  Webster  but  a  few  days  be- 
fore. He  (Parkman)  made  some  remarks,  and 
left  the  bank;  in  a  few  moments  he  returned  and 
took  a  dividend  belonging  to  his  wife  and  signed 
his  name  -'Geo.  Parkman."  1  asked  him  if  Prof. 
Webster  owed  him  anything.  He  said,"!  should 
think  you  might  know  by  my  manner."  He 
came  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  asked  again 
if  I  had  collected  any  more  funds  for  Prrfessor 
Webster;  1  said  1  had  just  paid  him  §195;  he 
said,  "I  thought  I  had  given  you  a  hmt  to  retain 
the  money  for  me;"  i  replied  that  I  had  no  au- 
thority to  retain  the  funds,  but  was  ordered  to 
collect  and  pay  them  over;  he  said,  "you  would 
have  been  doing  justice  to  Professer  Webster 
and  myself,  if  you  had  paid  the  money  *n  me, 
because  now  1  shall  have  to  distress 
Prof.  Web-ter  a  d  his  family;  iiow  I  shall 
have  to  trustee  him;"  he  maiie  some  fursher  re- 
mtrks,  and  then  said  "Prof  W,^b>ter  is  a  dis- 
hoiiorahle  m'in.and  doyou  teli  him  sofiom  me;" 
I  never  saw  Dr.  Parbnian  afterwards;  I  went  to 
the  MeHicai  Coll^'g^  aSout  9  o'clock  in  the 
mornins  of  the  23d  IN  )Vt-mber;  T  inquired  for 
Mr  Lirtlefield;  there  was  hangina;  in  the  entry 
a  notice  in  the  advertisem'^iit  that  I  wished  to 
alter  from  Thursday  to  Saturday. 

To  the  Court  This  was  a  notice  given 
by  myself  to  the  students  that  1  would  be 
at  the  ('ollege  Saturday  to  dispose  of  the  tick- 
ets. 1  wen'  into  the  College,  and  down  stairs 
through  the  entry  into  the  Laboratory;  the 
door  was  not  locked;  I  passed  into  the  back  pri 
vate  room  and  found  Professor  Webster  there. 
I  excu-scd  myself  for  coming  in  at  that  hour  m  the 
morning;  he  said — "  Walk  in;"  I  then  stated  to 
him  the  reason  I  came;  1  told  him    that    Doctor 
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Parkman  had  been  to  tae  several  times  to  see  if 
I  had  funds  belonging  to  him,  (W.)  with  the 
intention  ot  trasteeing  me,  and  as  I  did  not  like 
to  have  ap.y  money  belonging  to  bim(  Webster) 
in  my  possession,  and  I  had  come  to  pay  it 
over  to  him  He  remarked,  Dr  Parkman  is  a 
singular  son  o(  man,  very  nervous,  and  vhai  he 
was  ac(  u^to^ned  to  have  fits  of  aberration  of 
mind,  so  much  so  litai  he  has  been  ohlig'd  to 
put  his  business  into  tbe  hands  of  Mr  Bluke,  a 
relative  of  his;  he  (Professor  Webster)  dded, 
"  You  will  have  no  fiirrhfr  trouble  with  him 
(Dr  Parkman  )  for  I  have  settled  with  him." 
I  gave  Professor  Webster  on  that  occasion  ^90; 
1  called  again  on  him  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  (Friday  the  23d)  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lit- 
tlefield;  1  went  to  the  front  door,  and  found  it 
locked;  a  girl  came  to  the  door  and  told 
me  to  go  round  the  other  way;  1  went 
down  stairs  to  rhe  other  dutir.  and  IVIt  Little- 
field  came  to  the  door  in  his  stocking  f-et;  we 
then  arrai'ijrd  about  ihe  iickets,  and  I  went 
away;  I  calted  at  the  '  "'ollege  ihe  nejcl  day, 
went  into  the  leciure  room,  anc*  thert  saw  Mr 
Littlefieid  [Here  the  defence  ohjedHd  lo 
the  introiuctiou  of  this  lesiimouy  on  the 
ground  that  iht^  government  iniroduct.d  this 
evid:  nc  merelv  to  corroborate  the  collateial 
testimoav  of  am  iher  vi-ituess.  The  gov^ern- 
ment  urged  the  question,  but  the  bench  over- 
ruled the  iutroduction  of  such  evidence  )  1 
went  to  the  College  with  the  intention  of  pay- 
ing him  the  money  I  then  had  in  in-  hatids  be- 
longing ro  htm;  don't  ihiuk  he  knew  I  intended 
to  pay  hiin  nny  (n^itev  that  morning,  or  whfith- 
er  he  op'C  it  to  sec  rnr;  I  don't  reci>llecl 
hearmg  Di  P  rkmai;  u-^tiig  auy  iintane  lan- 
guaije  dun 'g  ui  iulervi'-rvV  at  ihe  [Ve*  Eug- 
'and  Bank ;  lie  niade  use nf  som^'  rxprtssion  "hen 
I  u>ld  iiim  I  had  paid  Prof.  Aedstei  a  dwy  or 
two  before,  hai  s>untied  lik-  'T'iie  devil  you 
h-iv^,"  or>.o<aeihing  like  It;  dot\'t  really  know 
whelh'M  h'  used  profane  language  or  not;  told 
him  I  wctnlii  aoi  c'rry  a  .y  expressions  like 
those  he  aiiplied  to  Proi.  Webster,  to  him  for 
any  man 

Cross  exainined.  1  have  only  a  list  of  those 
students  who  buy  tickets  of  me — don't  know 
whether  there  were  more  at  the  lectures  or  not, 
or  by  whom  the  others  were  .uppiied.  The  ex 
pressions  used  by  Dr,  Parkm:  n  relative  to  Prof. 
Webster  were  very  harsh — don't  know  the  man 
well  enough  lo  say  whether  he  was  angry  or  not, 
he  was  a  good  deal  excited  at  the  time. 

Direct  I'xaniinLit  on  resuvied.  1  do  not  think 
1  communicated  any  expression  to  Professor 
Webster  from  Dr.  Parkman  similar  to  "you 
are  a  d d  scoundrel — wnelp,  or    the   like." 

39th  witness — John  B  Dana,  called — Am 
cashier  of  the  Charles  River  Bank — Professor 
Webster  kept  his  bank  account  there.  The  oank 
book  now  exhibited  is  one  belonging  to  him,  the 
deposits  made  by  Prof,  Webster  in  the  month  of 
Nov.  are  as  follows  : — 

Nov.  lOlh.  $275  9a-a  check  on  the  Freeman 
Bank. 

iM  ov.  24th.     A  check  for  S90,  on  the  same  bank. 

On  theasd  of  November,  tfie  balauce  due  to  Prof 
Webster,  m  the  bank,  was  $l39    g. 

On  the  1st  November,  until  the  10th,  he  hac 
on  hand,  in  the  bank,  a  balance  due  himof  g42<' 
tn  the  iOth  he  deposited  the  sum  of  ,g276,90;> 


the  18th  of  November  he  drew  on  a  check  in 
favor  of  a  Mr.  White  for  ,g93  75;  on  Decem- 
ber 3(1  he  drew  a  check  for  ^5  and  another  foir 
$19.  These  were  the  last  sums  paid.  There 
was  a  balance  due  him  on  the  day  before  his  ar- 
rest amounting  to  st68  78;  this  amount  was 
trusteed  on  Saturday,  the  dav  after  he  was  ar- 
rested; the  trustee  writ  was  issued  in  the  name 
of  one  Richardson,  coal  dealer;  I  sometimes 
pay  checks  on  one  day,  and  don't  charge  them 
until  the  next;  am  certain  that  I  paid  the  last 
check  on  Saturday,  and  Di>t  on  Monday,  as 
charged.  {Cross-examination  of  this  witness 
declined.) 

-tOth  witness  Dr  Daniel  Henchman,  coZ- 
led  and  sworn.  Am  a  druggist  doing  business 
in  Cambridge  street;  am  acjuaintea  with  Prof. 
Webster.  Professor  Websi^r  asked  me  if  I 
Cdutd  give  him  bi!!,s  for  a  check  to  the  amonnt 
of 'ilO;  1  did  SO;  iiave  him  cne  bil';  he  gave  me 
a  heck  on  the  Charles  River  Bank;  it  bears 
date  the  22d  Noveniber,  1849;  it  was  hatided 
m.  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  1849,  at  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning;  1  never  have  re- 
ceived any  payment  for  that  cheok  up  to  the 
present  d_y.  The  check  was  presented  at  the 
bauL  On  Saturday  and  they  said  there  wtre  no 
funds 

Cross  exmrdned  Don't  know  of  my  own 
kiii'WJedge  liia:  they  said  there  were  no  funds; 
di  n't  know  that  it  wa^  presented  on  Saturday; 
the  man  that  1  gave  the  check  to  for  collection, 
told  me  to 

Mr.  SoHiEE,  well;  get  down  then. 

41st  witness  J  H.  Bl-^^kk,  called  and 
sworn.  Am  ntph'-w  {m  Dr  Parkman;  op  the 
-itmday  after  i  e  disat^peararice  of  Dt.  Park- 
jnan  1  ,  as  .-landing  on  the)  ail  lands  with  some 
police  oifiL'  r,s  when  Profes,->or  Webster  came 
up:  he  hart  no  overcoat  on;  the  day  "was  rather 
an  uupleasani  on^-;  he  said  he  had  read  in  the 
Transcript  ihai  Dr  Parkman  was  missnig 
and  he  had  come  into  the  city  to  tell  his  (Dr, 
p. 's)  family  that  he  (Webster)  was  the  man 
M^ho  had  tailed  at  Dr  Parkruioi's  house  oii  Fri- 
day forenoon  to  make  an  appointment  to  meet 
him  at  half-past  ona  o'clock — that  the  Doctor 
har!  called  upon  him,  and  he  had  paid  hiiK 
943:,64dueon  a  tnortgage,  and  that  he  had 
iiusieu  in  Dr  Parkman  lo  discharge  the  mort- 
gage ;  he  ( Webstf  r)  said  "we  all  know  Dp 
Parkman  to  be  an  honest  man,  and  he  has,  (of 
will)  do  it";  he  made  some  further  remarks 
and  then  went  into  the  College  ;  I  did  not  see 
Professor  Webster  again  on  that  day  ; 
came  up  North  Grove  street —  tunied 
down  towards  the  jail  land,  and  had  stood  there 
about  three  minutes,  when  Webster  came  up; 
he  misht  have  cooie  up  North  Grove  stree 
wittiout  my  k  owing  it.  When  he  accosted  m 
he  shook  and  held  me  by  the  hand  during  the 
whole  lime  of  tiie  interview;  I  thought  it  was 
rather  singular  behavior;  I  was  not  much  ac- 
quainted; he  said  he  hati  trusted  the  mortgagi 
deed  with  him,  Dr  Parkman  ;  he  said  also 
"  I've  got  the  note." 

Cross  {-xamined — I  was  searching  for  Di 
Parkman  at  the  time ,  but  did  not  mention  it  to 
the  Professor  at  the  time  of  the  interview 
Prof.  Webster  said  he  went  to  church  in  the 
forenoon,  and  had  come  in  to  see  the  Park  ,"<,»-' 
family  in  the  afternoon  about  he  disappsaramce 


46 


•f  the  Doctor;  he  didn't  tell  me   how  he  came 
Jn  ffoiH  CaiHtiridge 

421  Wiii!»-ss.  Dr  Francis  Parkman, 
(Brother  oi  Dr.  Geo.  Parkman  )  called.  Have 
lini>wu  Prof.  Webster  siace  his  hoyhond;  his  fa- 
ther's family  aiteniled  my  church  al  ihf  North 
end;  I  also  was  acquainted  wish  him  while  at 
college,  and  havevv^ll€d  llie  Prof  ur.iilwii.hin 
2  months  of  the  disappearance  ot  my  brother;  1 
biptized  the  grand-cniid  of  Professor  Webster 
at  C;iiiit)ridge,  1  think  tlie  latter  part  of  Septem- 
ber. I!  4!}.  at  the  request  of  the  fumily.  At  aaout 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Sunday  alter 
the  day  of  my  brother's  disappearance,  Prol  W. 
called  at  my  house;  none  of  the  family  had  been 
to  church  thai  day;  Prof  VV.  came  in  and  with- 
out makin<!  customary  salu'ations,  said,"  I  have 
come  to  tell  you  that  1  saw  your  brother 
on  Krid  ly  last,  aioul  half  p  isl  one  o'clock,  and 
paid  hill  some  money;  I  didn't  come  over  be- 
fore because  1  didn't  see  the  notice  in  the  pa- 
pers till  Saturday  night,and  I  th.ughlyou  would 
\)e  to  church  in  the  mornng";  some  one  in  trie 
room  saiil,  '-tiien  you  are  the  gentleman  who 
came  to  see  (ieorge,  and  made  an  appointment 
with  him  oil  Friday  mornin:|." 

Professor  Webster  repi.ed,  "Yes,  I  am  the 
one."  1  Slid,  "we  are  very  glad  that  we  now 
know  who  the  person  was  who  called  that  day 
to  make  the  appointment  with  'George,'  (Dr. 
Geo.  Parkman)  we  (eared  he  might  have  been 
betrayed  by  some  one  who  had  allured  him  to 
East  Camtiridge  and  there  destroyed  him;"  Prof. 
Webster  said—"  1  saw  l.iin  at  half  past  one  in 
the  Coiiegfi.and  paid  him  S483  (and  some  cents) 
— he(DrGeorge  I'arkman)  seized  the  money 
and  took  out'  a  bundle  of  papers,  from 
which  he  selected  one  and  dashed  a 
ppn  across  it  in  a  wild  and  singular  manner.  1 
(Prof.  VVcbstjr,^  accompanied  him  to  the 
gate,  and  left  him  going  out — he  (Geo.  Park- 
man,)  said  he  would  go  to  Cambridge  and  dis- 
charge the  mortgage." 

We  questioned  Prof  Webster  upon  the  behav- 
ior of  my  brother,  and  the  Professor  made  some 
gesticulations,  in  order  to  convey  to  us  an  idea 
of  the  manner  in  which  my  brother  had  behav- 
ed at  the  interview.  After  some  further  con- 
versation Professor  Webster  left  the  house. 
J  thought  he  (Professor  Webster)  manifested 
a  most  singular  behavior;  his  iutervHiw  with 
the  family  appeared  to  be  merely  a  business 
one,  and  he  manifested  nos-ympa;hy  with  our 
distress;  he  displayed  much  nerviius  excite- 
ment, in  his  demeariorj  but  not  more  than  is,  I 
believe,  usual  to  him;  never  knevir  my  brother 
to  use  a  profane  word. 

C''oss  examiaed — Two  men  called  at  my 
house  oQ  Saturday,  (or  Sunday  morninar.)  and 
said  that  th^y  had  seen  my  brother  on  Friday 
afternoon,  at  a  quarter  past  one  o'clock 
their  tiaiiif^s  were  Fesseuden  and  Ireland; 
they  both  slated  they  had  seen  him  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

The  court  here  adjourned  until  9  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning. 

SEVENTH   DAY. 

Tuesday  March  26,  A.  M. 
The  Jury   entered  at    five    minutes  before  9 
o'clock,  and  the  Court  followed    at   ten  minutes 
past  9  o'clock.     The   names  of  the  jury  having 
been  called,  the  proceedings  commeoced. 


43d  Witness.  Ralph  Smith  eaJIed  Am  m 
the  liquor  businessy  my  place  of  business  .is  ilti 
Exchange  street;  am  acquainted  with  Professor 
Webster;  had  s'lme  business  with  him  on  the 
15lh  Oct  >ber,  1849;  1  do  not  know  that  the  let- 
ter now  exhibited  is  the  one  1  received  from 
him  on  the  loth  October,  1849;  it  isn't  in  rked 
as  i  usually  mark  letters;  he  was  owing  me  at 
that  lime,  and  1  wrote  to  him  for  payment;  the 
letter  received  by  me  was  hiS  reply. 

The  letter  was  read,  and  was  as  follows:— 

Cambridob,  '»ci.  I.'i,  1849. 
T.  K.  ^MiTii,  Esq. —  D-ar  Sir:  '   will  cull  ami  pay 
your    ill,  0!i  rec-eiviii    my  fees  irum  the  iiiedi.;di  stu- 
deuis,  ualil  when  1  ask  y.jiir  ii^dulg  ncc 

ae,pcclfaily  yours,        .1.  VV.  Webster. 

44th  witness,  Sam'l  B.  Fuller,  Policeman, 
called  Am  one  of  the  Policemen;  have  been 
one  for  some  time;  know  the  prisoner  by  sight, 
but  have  no  acquaintance  with  him;  had  an  in^ 
terview  with  him  in  Cambridge  on  the  Sun- 
day after  the  disappearance  of  Doctor  Park- 
man  ;  I  went  over  to  Cambridge 
t>  i,ne  registry  or  dee-is  to  see  it  Dr  Pa'kman 
had  been  over  ihere  to  cancel  the  niongnge. 
The  clerk  of  the  regis' ry  office  looked  over  itie 
books,  but  not  findi  is?  the  mortgage  readily,  hs 
said  it  jvould  be  better  to  go  af:d  see  Professor 
Webster,  and  get  the  ori.Jinal  papers.  We 
therefore  went  to  Prof.  Web'-ter's  hou-^e  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  ihese  papers;  the  Professor 
was  at  home  and  we  iuform<=d  hisn  of  the  object 
of  our  visit;  he  took  a  book  and  turned  over  ihe 
leaves  of  it  for  some  minutes,  and  then  got  up 
and  left  the  room;  thought  he  was  somewhat 
agitated.  He  shortly  rsiurned  and  looked  in  a 
trunk  under  the  lable,  but  did  not  find  wnat  le 
was  lookia?  for;  he  held  some  conversation 
wi(h  the  cierk  who  was  with  me,  and  told  him 
finally  lh'!t  ihe  mortgage  was  oa  personal  prop- 
erty and  not  on  re--^.!  esiate;  I  ihe'i  said,  "  we 
will  s'>  to  the  citv  ijlerk's  oitic-  and  see  if  Dr. 
Paikman  has  been  there;"  didn't  see  Pr^.f.  Web- 
ster again  that  nignt;  I  was  at  the  uollege  on 
the  Tuesd.iy  after  the  disappearance  of  Dr. 
Parkijiaii  in  company  with  ^Vlr.  Kingsley  and 
some  Diher-;  we  went  down  stairs  to  the  labo 
ratory  and  knocked  at  the  door,  but  no -one 
came  ;  we  all  then  went  up  to  the  lecture 
room  and  having  knocked  at  that  door,  it  was 
opened  to  us  by  the  Professor  himself;  at  thi\t 
interview  I  asked  him,  "Who  was  with  him  at 
the  time  he  paid  Dr  Parkman  the  money?"  Prof. 
Webster  replied,  "No  one.  There  was  no  one 
present  but  Dr  Parkman  and  myself"  I  asked 
Professor  Webster  if  he  would  point  out  to  me 
where  Doctor  Parkman  stood  when  he  (Webt 
ster)  paid  him  (Parkman)  the  money.  Profes- 
sor Webster  said,  "He  stood  on  that  side  of  the 
table  or  counter  and  1  on  this."  We  then  went 
down  into  the  laboratory,  and  Prof,  W.  said, 
"  Gentlemea,  this  is  my  private  Laboratory  ;" 
Mr  Kingsley,  or  some  one  else,  looked  at  the 
privy  and  said,  "what  is  this?"  just  then  Pro- 
fesv;or  Webster  said,  "  here,  gentlemen,  is  a 
room  ihat  you  haven't  looked  at  yet  "^meaning 
his  private  hack  room  ;  I  observed  his  demea- 
nor at  that  time,  and  it  excited  my  aHeniion; 
Professor  Webster  spoke  rather  loud  and  eara- 
es'ly;  after  looking  "over  the  Laboratories,  Mr. 
LittUfittld  and  myself  took  a  lamp  and 
went  down  stairs,  into  the  cellar  under 
the  building,  and^s  far  as  the  walls  ^ould  let 
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ns  j^  ;  I  asked  Littlefield  whether  this  was  th6    must  have  said  to  the  Cojoner'g  jary  what  I'v* 
outside  wall  which  stopped   our  progress;  he     said  here  to-<)ay;  made   a  m  morandum    of  tha, 


said  it  was  not  the  outride  wall,  hut  \hc  ceniral 
wall  separaiing  the  privy  vault  from  the  build- 
ing ;  we  aderwards  came  up  and  went  away  ; 
I  have  examint'd  ihe  walls  of  the  cellar  umier 
Professor  WebsterLs  Laboratory,  and  am  satis- 
fied that  nothiiia:  solid  could  float  ilirouah  iheiu 


coriversation  had  wiih  Pri)f'(  ssor  Webster,  and. 
also  n  memorandum  iiftht-  testimony  given  by^ 
me  before  tbe  Coroner's  jury,  thosp  mpiuoranda 
are  ovpr  at  my  office  I  h:ive  nm  ^aiH  that  Fio- 
fpRsor  \Vel)sier  trembled  at  tho  interview  (iq 
Sunday;     i    pnid    that     he    appparpfl     aL'italed 


with  the  lide  ;  I  was  at  the  Col'ese  again  on  When  the  officerssearched  the  lahiiratunps,  we 
the  Saturdav  (30ih  November,)  after  the  arrest  went  into  the  cellar  before  goin^  to  the  laborato- 
cf  Prof.  Websier,  and  in  company  with  six  or  ries;  ihppri«yat  ihf  ana''- <>(  it>e  w-iM  i-- ov^r  a 
eight  others;  I  had  been  searciiiug  in  the  La-  trepith  inta  which  thp  ikIh  fl  .\w<.  The  around 
horatory  from  half  past  8  o'clock,  A.  ifi.  until  near  the  privy  slnpui^  i.manU  the  V"'i''v  wall; 
4  o'clock,  P.  M.  1  had  remarked  ■he  tea  chest  can't  state  the  angl^  oT  the  ~lo|ip  I  found  the 
in  the  corner  of  the  Laboratory,  which  appear-  towels  under  the  privy.  The  labels  for  the 
ed  to  be  filled  with  minerals,  aud  as  wh  were  mineral?  looked  as  t',<mgh  ibev  ere  ii»^wly 
searching  everything,  I  thoug;ht  1  would  look  wrii'en;  they  looked  as  ihiugh  they  had  beea 
intott'ai;  so  I  liegan  taking  out   the   minerals;    written  5  or  6  mom hs. 

i  found  them  all  wrappf  d  in  papers   like   those        iVfr.  Suhier.     The  ink  wasn't  fresh  was  it? 
found  in  other  par's  of  the  Laboratory,  but  they        Witness,     No. 

appeared  to   Hie   to   have   been  newly  b^titlkd;        Mr    S-hieij.     Stop  rl.-.wn  'V[r    Fuller. 
I  went  on  takmg  out  the  minerals,  and  present-        D  rrct  examinrdlov  of  S.  B    Fuller  resumed. 
ly  discoviired  ahunting  knife  laviiia  among  ihe    M*.  Eaton   ^a-  shfta  8    ih^   luue  of  the  dis- 
speciiriens  of  minerals;  look  i!  out  and  opened  it;    coTery  of  the  thorax  in  the  ^hest  ^ 

looked  at  the  blade,  shut  and  put  it  in  my  p<  cket; 
went  on  a  little  further  zna.  presently  touod  the 
cliest  or  thorax  of  a  human  being,  and  a  thigh 
inside  of  it;  1  remarked  that  I  guessed  I  had 
9.  knife  in  my  pocket  that  wouicl  fit  the  hole 
exactly;  didn't  brush  off  the  tan  from  the  tho- 
rax myself,  and  lorbid  the  others  doing  it;  I 
had  orders  to  watch  Littlefield  closely,  and  not 
let  him  go  out  of  my  sight;  the  seat  of  the 
privy  is  nine  and  three  quarters  inches  both 
ways;  it  (the  seai)  wa^-  taken  off  after 
the  remains  were  found  in  the  vault;  w»  tried 
(Mr  Littlefield  and  myself)  to  put  the  thorax 
through  the  privy  seat,  but  we  couldn't  get  it 
through;  having  tried  experiments  to  see  whe- 
ther noises  in  Professor  Webster's  laboratories 
or  lecture  rooms  could  be  heard  in  other  parts 
of  the  buildmg,  found  that  they  could  not  1 
saw  a  pldte  on  a  bench  in  the   lower  laboratory 

Cioss-ernmined — Littlefield  and  myself  tried  "" 

to  put  the   tho  ax   through    the   privy   seat;  we  1— Tea  chest  i     which  the  thijra,\.  ai.aif-a  ttugh  wera 

couldn't  put  it  through  the  hole  without  forcing  it  found  embi<dded  in  um. 

I  found  »ome  tan  in  a  barrrel  in  the  laboratory;  a— Bowie  knife  found  ia  the  tea  chest,  with  blood  upon 

fttund  the  knife  in  the  tea-chest  and  put  it  into  the  blade. 

my  pocket   immediately  ;   think   it    was   shut  3— Turki.-h  yatagan,  eleguntly  chased  silver  band'en 

■when  I  found  it;  the  ihornx,   when  I  turned  it  found  in  the  LibDratory. 

out  of  the  chest,  was  back   up   towards   m*;  I  4_i5lrdgf-h  .mmer  alluded  to  in  the  te^nimony  of  Lit- 

Stood  looking  at  it   several   minutes,    and  the  tlefi'-ld  and  others. 

others  gUhered  round  me;  some  one  took  it  up  5_iiatc(iet,  found  in  one  of  the  drawers  in  the  Profes. 

and  we  found  the  thigh  inside;  I  saw  the  hole  gor's cabinet 

inthethonixwhen  it  was   turned  over;  ofhcer  6-Threela,gefish  hooks  tied  together,  found  attached 

Buiman  said        I'm  going  to  scrape  the  tan  off  ^^       ^^,,,^,^^  ^  ^^^  ^^„,^ 
to^see  how   it  looks;"  I  forbid  him,  the  thorax 

was  left  alone  till  coroner's  jury  satin  inquest;  45th  witness.     S.'^muei-  Pabkman    Blakb, 

We  kept  the  thoraxunder  strict  guard  until  the  called  and  «c  ,  :i.     Am  a  relatiou   (nephew)  of 

coroner's  jury  had  seen  ii;  I  brushed  a  little  tan  the  l-ite   Dr,  J  a,kman.     I   iirf>k  a  very  active 

offitwithmy  hand;  I  was  at   the  medua.  col-  parti     ihe  sea.;!     for  Dr     Parkman;   devoting 

lege  on  du<y  from  the    Saturday  after  the  arrest  my  time  exclusively  to  that  subject.    The  Moa- 

of  Prof.  Websterumil  the  5th  of  January,  1850,  day  after  the   disappearance   ofDr    Parkman, 

a  space  of  five  week-;  T  have   remaiked   that  I  I  went  to  the  college  and  as  I  was  goina  up  the 

thoughtProfessor  Webster  was  i-xciied  at  the  steps      met    a     siudtiiis,    of    whom    I    asked 

time  of   the   ititerview  in   Cambridge,  on   the  whether  Prof-  Webster  lectured  that   day;    the 

Sunday  after  the  disappearance  ol  Dr.  Patkman;  student  renlied  that  he  did  not  know,  but  wrmid 

have  also  remaiked  that  it  (his  behavior)  might  call  the  janitor,    Littlefield.      Mr     Liithfield 

be  natural  to  him; don't  recollect  that  I  said  he-  came  and   I  asked    him  if  Prof.   Webster  was 

fore  the  coroner's  jury  that  Prof.  Webster  said  in  feis  laboratory;  he   said   he   did'ni  know  but 

at  the  College  that  Dr.    Park  man    was   there  at  would  Sfe;  we  went  to  the  laboratory  door  and 

half-past  one  o'c.lok  on    Friday,  the  23d    JMov  ;  knocked  but  did  not  gain  admittance;   Mr.  L. 

think  1  said  between  half  past  1  and  2  o'clockj  said  he  would  go  round  the  other  way,  and  iff 
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would  give  him  my  name  he  w-ould  communi- 
eate  it  to  Professor  Webster;  I  gave  him  my 
name  and  afler  waiting  for  some  time  (I  thought 
a  verv  long  time,)  I  was  1>1  into  ihe  leciura 
room;  Prof  W.  came  out  of  his  laboratory  in  a 
working  dress;  [  asked  him  to  relate  to  me  the 
particulars  of  his  intervifw  with  Or.  Parkman 
on  Friday  tbe  23d  Nov  ;  Prof  "vVebster  siat<ed 
that  OQ  the  Tuesday  pre^ii-ius  (to  Friday  the 
23d  INiv  )  Dr.  Paikinaa  had  co-ne  into  his  lec- 
ture room  while  he  was  delivering  his  lecture, 
and  sat  down  on  the  le*"i  hand  side  of  the  room 
in  a  froui,  seat,  and  waited  jjaTieutly  f  ^r  the  lec- 
ture to  finish — that  aher  the  lecture  was  over 
Dt  Park  nai!  had  come  up  »o  him  and  said, 
"  You  have  .f500  iu  y  ur  potket  and  I  want 
it;"  Professor  Wehiter  ma  (e  an  expression 
of  (ace  to  show  h'>w  Doctor  Parkrrian 
had  looked,  aud  I  (witness)  thought  that  Proles- 
or  Webster  manifested  a  srood  deal  uf  anger 
himself  at  the  moment;  Professor  Webster  con- 
tinued: 'I  told  him  (Dr  Parkman,)  that  I  hadn't 
g«t  all  my  money  for  the  tickets,  but  as  soon  as 
I  had  I  would  pay  him;  and  Dr  Parkman  went 
off  quite  angry;  on  Friday  morning,  betwen  9 
and  10  o'clock  (continued  Webster^)  I  went  to 
his  house  in  Walimt  street,  and  told  him  that  if 
he  ^yould  come  down  to  the  College,  at  h  df 
past  one  o'clock,  i  would  pay  hiin;  at  ore 
o'clock  (coriiinued  Prof  Webster)  he  came 
to  my  Laboratory  and  said,  'Are  you  ready  for 
me  now?'  Pro(  W.  then  showed  me  the  position 
occupied  by  the  two  at  the  time — he  said  that 
Dr  P.  stood  at  the  end  o(  the  table  next  the  door 
and  he  stood  at  the  opposite  end;  that  he  then 
paid  him  483  or  S'^Si,  and  some  cents — cannot 
say  exactly  which;  that  Dr  P.  took  a  bundle  of 
papers  from  his  pocket,  from  which  he  took  one 
and  dashed  a  pen-across  it  in  a  very  wild  man- 
ner, and  snatched  the  money  up  without  count- 
ing it,  and  was  going  off,  when  he  said  to  him — 
'There  is  •'"!'  mortgage  to  bo  attended  to;'  he 
said  he  had  forgotten  the  mortgage  deed,  but 
would  attend  to  it  at  once;  he  (Dr.  P  )  then  ran 
eut  of  the  room,  with  the  bills  exposed  to  sight 
in  his  hand;  have  been  acquainted  with  Dr.  P. 
several  years;  1  thought  at  the  interview  on 
9(k)nday,  that  his  manner  was  very^singular,  and 
that  he  did  not  exhibit  hie  wonted  cordiality; 
he  appeared  to  throw  himself  on  the  ilefensive, 
and  to  avoid  answenniJ  questions  bv  a  k;ng  oth- 
ers; he  didn't  appear  tf  sympath'  e  with  our 
farhilv  in  the  least,  or  to  aimifest  u.  y  regret;  he 
Sjaid  he  had  paid  Dr.  P.  n  ^100  bill  on  the  ■  w 
England  Bank,  and  various  other  denomina- 
tions. 

,  Cross-examined.  Littlelield  came  up  to  the 
lecture  room  after  me  ;  1  did  not  see  him  come 
up  ;  heard  of  the  disappearance  of  Dr.  Parkman 
o^  Siiturday,  asid  was  very  a;>prehensive  of  his 
fate  at  the  time  ;  when  I  entered  the  lecture 
room  Prof  Webster  was  putting  a  jar  oh  the 
table  ;  he  said  he  was  to  lecture  the  '>■  xt  day  ; 
I  passed  into  the  Laborat'  iry,  and  looked  round 
out  of  curiosity  to  see  what  .sort  of  a  place  it 
was  ;  the  settee  on  which  we  sal  was  in  the  lec- 
ture room,  and  not  in  the  Laboratory  ;  we  did 
not  set  dosvu  in  the  Laboratory  ;  Prof.  Webster 
talked  on  various  subj'  cts  ;  he  said  he  ha»)  paid 
Dr.  Parkman  a  $100  hill  of  the  New  Englaiic 
Bank,  and  some  other  small  bills  of  which  hi' 
iid  not  remaik  the  denomination  or  the  bank. 
[Here  a  recess  was  granted  to  the  lury  ] 


The  jury  being  returned  the  proceedings  re 
commenced. 

46th  witness — Charles  B  Starkweather 
(Police  officer)  called.  Have  been  police  officer 
4  years;  took  part  m  the  preliminary  search 
for  Dr.  Parkman  from  the  day  of  his  disappear- 
aiiCf  until  the  time  his  remains  were  found;  on 
Monday  (before  the  remains  were  found)  Mr. 
Kt-igsley  t.ud  my^ell  went  to  Dr  Bigelow's  and 
told  him  w^"  had  come  to  search  the  college;  he 
SHid  he  had  no  objection,  aud  we  went  in;  we 
first  found  Mr.  Liitlefield,  and  then  went  to 
Professor  *\"ebsler's  laboratory  and  kui'cked  at 
the  door;  we  wailed  some  tune;  siiouid  think 
a  minute  before  the  Professor  came;  we  told 
him  what  we  had  come  for;  we  entered  the  room 
a/id  wentdown  stairs  t"  the  laboratory;  Prof.  W. 
came  down  stairs  and  as  he  stood  on  the  lower 
stairs  he  said,  •' these  are  all  my  apartments;" 
we  looked  round  a  short  time  and  then  went 
away.  I  was  one  of  the  officers  who  went  te 
Cambridge  to  arrest  Prof.  Webster;  we  conver- 
sed in  the  coach  on  the  way  into  the  city,  upon 
indifferent  subjects,  the  railroad,  &c.;  we  spoke 
also  of  Mrs.  Bent  of  Cambridge  Port,  having 
said  she  seen  Doctor  Parkman  late  on  the 
afternoon  of  Friday,  the  23d,  going  to  Cambridge 
Port  As  we  came  over  the  bridge  and  passed 
2d  street,  tne  Professor  remarked  that  that  was 
the  street  thsy  ought  to  have  turned  into  to  go 
to  the  Medical  College;  something  was  said 
about  the  driver  being  a  little  green,  and  that 
he  would  find  his  way,  and  we  proceeded  up 
Leverett  street  to  the  jail;  there  we  stopped  aud 
alighted  from  the  coach;  we  went  into  the  jail 
office,  and  then  Professor  Webster  said  to  iMr. 
Ch.pp,  "  Vir  Clapp,  what  does  all  ihis  mean?' 
Mr  Clapp  replied,  "Professor  Webster,  we 
have  done  looking  for  Doctor  Parkman.' 
Messrs.  Clapp  and  Spurr  then  let^t  the  prisoner 
with  me  Willi  ofdei-s  n-ii  i.o  !i<,rnn\i  rkiiii  to  the 
ceils  uiilii  ihey  rf^tarueu.  Professor  Webster 
asked  for  .some  water,  1  gave  him  soine  but  he 
could  not  drink;  he  a.sked  me  where  they  had 
fouud  Dr  Paikraan  I  told  him  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  m«  to  answer  any  qaestioiis  like  those 
hea<ked.  He  than  asked  if  the  whole  of  the 
body  was  found:  and  added  '  Oh  1  my  pooi 
children — what  will  ihey  do?  what  will  they 
•hiiik  .-r  m-^,  how  did  you  get  the  luf  rmaiiou?" 
[  askf  d  him  if  any  one  had  access  to  his  private 
rooms,  he  said  no  one  but  the  porter  who  makes 
fires,  and  imme4iately  auded — '  The  viMain,  he 
has  ruined  me;'  after  this  the  Professor  walked 
the  floor  and  wrung  his  hands — he  shortly  put 
his  hand  into  his  vest  pocket  an<l  raised  it  to  his 
mouth — a  few  oioment*  afterwards  he  had  a  vio- 
lent spasm,  like  a  man  in  a  fit;  1  asked  i  a  if 
he  had  been  taking  anything;  he  replied",  h.it  he 
had  not;  told  him  I  should  like  to  commit  him, 
and  put  my  han-l  on  hie  shoulder,  to  l«ad  him 
away,  but  he  could  not  walk  and  I  was  obliged 
to  call  for  assistance;  I  was  going  to  call  for  a 
Doctor,  but  Mr.  C'app  told  me  not  to  send  ft 
one  then,  but  wait  and  see  if  he  [the  prisoner 
grew  any  worse,  and  in  case  he  did,  to  sendf  ' 
one;  we  took  h>m  up  and  laid  him  on  ?■  bed, 
his  Side,  aud  he  rolled  over  on  his  face. 

1  was  at  the   College  the  time   iiat   J'rofessc 

Webster  was  carried  down  there  on  the  nightoi 

hi«  arrest;  there  were  anunsber  of  perjeasprea 

Et  at  the  time;  Professor  Webster  wia  Ter; 
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m«ch  agitated  at  the  time;  he  appeared  to  be 
more  agitated  in  the  lower  than  the  upper  Labo- 
ratory; some  one  asked  for  the  key*  of  the 
privy.  Professo'  Webster  looked  up  and  said, 
''It  hangs  on  the  shelves;"  we  took  down  the 
key,  but  it  did  not  fit  the  privy  door  lock.  Mr. 
Little<ield  went  up  to  the  furnace  and  showed 
that  to  us.  1  assi^ted  at  a  further  search  in  the 
iaboratory  after  the  Professor  was  recommitted. 
The  grap'plers  or  fish  hooks  now  exhibited  were 
found  in  Professor  Webster's  private  room,  to- 
gether in  one  bundle,  wrapped  in  a  newspaper; 
they  have  been  in  my  possession  ever  since  they 
were  found,  and  have  not  been  touched;  1  was  at 
the  laboratory  on  Saturday  and  being  in  the  lower 
room  heard  my  name  called  iromthe  upper  one; 
•went  up  and  saw  Mr.  Fuller  taking  a  thigh  and 
another  part  of  a  human  body  from  a  tea  chest-; 
there  was  a  piece  of  string  tied  round  the  bone 
of  the  thigh;  I  cut  off  a  piece  of  it;  1  iound  the 
skeleton  keys  in  Professor  Webster's  private 
room  (back)  under  a  little  shelf;  they  were  tied 
together  in  a  bunch  excepting  one  which  was 
found  in  Webster's  wardrobe.  [The  witness 
was  proceeding  to  tell  what  doors  the  keys  fit- 
led  when  the  defence  objected  to  any  testimony 
on  that  point  without  knowing  in  what  manner 
the  goverument  intended  to  use  the  testimony 
thus  adduced. 

The  attorney  general  stated  thai  he  shonld 
endeavor  to  show  by  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
ness that  the  keys  fitted  other  doois  in  the  col- 
lege than  those  belonging  to  Prof.  Webster's 
apartments,  and  that  Prof.  Webster  had  said 
that  the  keys  had  been  found  by  him  in  the 
street.  The  bench  ruled  that  the  evidence  was 
admissible  on  the  ground  taken  by  the  attorney 
general. 

Examination  reeumed.  This  key  {which  I 
now  exhibit)  fits  the  door  of  the  dissecting 
room  and  the  laboratory  doors  ;  the  o'her 
one  (which  I  now  exhibit)  fits  the  lecture 
room  door  and  the  door  o{  the  store  room  also. 
The  (third)  key  which  I  exhibit  fits  the  front 
door  and  the  door  underneath  the  front  door 
steps ;  this  key  was  found  in  Professor  Web- 
ster's private  room.  [Some  attempt  was  h^re 
made  to  introduce  in  evidence  the  finding  of  a 
considerable  quantity  of  wine  and  liquor  in  a 
cupboard  in  the  Laboratory — but  it  was  over- 
ruled.] When  Professor  VVebster  was  carjied 
to  the  Police  Court,  and  while  he  was  in  the 
judge's  private  room,  I  said  to  him,  "I  have 
iound  some  keys  in  your  Laboratory.  "  What, 
[said  he]  the  ones  that  are  filed?  I  found  them 
in  Fruit  street,  and  threw  them  into  the  Labo- 
ratory cupboards." 

Cross  examined. — 1  testified  before  the  coro- 
ners jury;  wrote  down  some  part  of  the  conver- 
sation with  Professor  Webster;  have  looked  at 
it  since;  was  at  ttie  Medical  College  o.^  the 
morning  of  Friday,  the  23d  Nov.,  and  asked  Lit- 
tlefield  if  there  was  any  private  place  or  room 
in  the  College  that  had  not  been  searched;  he 
replied,  "everything  but  Professor  Webster's 
private  rooms,  but  those  are  locked,  and  VVeb- 
ster has  got  his  key  with  him."  1  then  said  that 
1  would  come  the  next  mornmg  and  look  at 
those  rooms;  three  of  the  keys  would  fit  doors 
in  the  building  not  belonging  to  Professor  Web- 
ster's apartments;  remember  hearing  Webster 
say  at  Cambridge  that  he  would  go  back  aud  get 
his  keys,  and  also  constable   Clapp  saying  that 
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he  (Clapp)  had  got  keys  enough  to  fit  every  door 
n  the  building, 

47ih  witness— Ch A3.  B.  Rick,  (Policeman) 
called.  I  am  connected  with  the  police  of  this 
city;  was  at  the  college  employed  in  the  ex- 
amination of  it  before  the  arrest  of  Prof.  Web- 
ste-;  Prof.  Webster  went  over  his  rooms  with 
us;  was  at  the  college  at  the  time  whea 
Prof.  Webster  was  brought  down  on  the  night 
of  his  arrest;  I  heard  something  said  about  the 
furnace,  but  did  not  go  near  it  myself;  saw  Mr. 
Andrews,  thejailor,  there,  with  the  others. 

Cross-examined — I  saw  the  tea  chest  turned 
over  by  officer  Fuller;  and  saw  the  thorax  and 
thigh  tur  led  out  of  the  box;  went  into  the  low- 
er laboratory  on  the  day  of  the  first  search  at 
the  College,  and  heard  the  allusion  made  to  the 
privy  in  the  latroratory.  Professor  Webster 
stood  in  an  opposite  part  of  the  room. 
He  said  something  about  there  being  anoth- 
er   room,  which     we     bad    not    seen    before. 

48lh  witness- Samuel  Lanb,  Jr.,  called. 
I  am  in  the  hard-ware  business  in  Dock  square; 
have  been  in  Dock  sqnare  one  year  and  a  half ; 
have  known  Prof.  Webster  since  1833  ;  some 
few  days  after  the  disappearance  of  Dr.  Park- 
man,  Prof.  Webster  came  to  the  store  and  asked 
for  some  fish-hooks  ;  the  time  is  not  accurately 
impressed  on  my  mind,  because  T  bad  been  ia 
the  habit  of  doing  business  with  Professor  Web- 
ster before. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

49th  witness.  Stephen  B  Kimball,  calhd 
and  srcorn.  I  know  Professor  VVebster  by  sight; 
1  keep  with  N  C  Warren;  on  Thanksgiving 
week  he  came  into  our  store  and  enquired  for 
some  large  fi.sh  hooks;  Mr  Lane  was  in  the  store 
at  the  time;  we  did  not  have  any  fish  hooka  of 
the  kind  he  wanted. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

50th  witness.  James  W.  Edgerly,  called 
and.  sworn.  My  place  of  business,  (hardware) 
is  JNo.  3  Union  st.;  I  was  called  upon  to  sell 
some  fish  hooks  on  Tuesday  the  27th 
day  of  November,  towards  night;  the  pwrson 
who  called,  bought  six  fish-hooks  and  went  out; 
should  think  the  hooks  [now  "exhibited]  were 
the  ones  I  sold  the  person  who  called  ;  they  are 
of  unusual  size  and  value  ;  we  have  had  them 
in  the  store  a  lon^  time  ;  I  have  seen  the  •  per- 
son who  bought  the  hooks,  since,  at  the  jail  and 
in  this  court ;  didn't  know  him  at  the  time. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

51st  witness.  Wm.  W.  Mead,  called  and 
foBom.  Am  In 'he  hardware  busine.'s  at  No  5 
Union  street.  On  Friday  the  30th  November 
a  man  caTe  into  the  store  and  said  he  wanted 
some  fish-hooks  of  the  largest  size;  he  said  he 
wanted  to  make  a  grapple  of  them;  I  showed 
him  some  and  showed  him  how  to  make  a  grap- 
ple; those  exhibited  are  not  the  ones  he  bougnt 
of  me;  can't  say  that  the  prisoner  i»  ihe  man 
who  purchased  the  hooks  of  me;  1  was  taken  to- 
the  jail  to  see  Prof  Webster  in  order  to  discov-er 
if  1  could  recognise  him;  1  did  not  recognise  him 
at  the  time,  he  had  on  a  smoking  cap  and  was 
dressed  differently  from  the  individual  who 
bought  the  hook^^ofme.  I  told  the  officers  if 
they  could  get  him  to  put  on  his  clothes  1  might 
probably  recognize  him.  Prof  Webster  put  on 
his  hat  and  coat,  and  I  thought  1  did  recognize 
him  as  the  person  who  bought  the  hooks. 

Cross-examined — It  was  about  one  o'elocfc 
when  {  saw  Professor  Webster  at  the  jaiL 
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7othe  Court — t  sold  the  man  three  hooks. 

52(1  witness — \Vm  N.  Tyler  called — Am  a 
twine  maniriacturer;  have  been  in  the  business 
45  years.  There  is  something  peculiar  in  the 
twine  now  exhibited,  it  is  called  two  threaded 
marline;  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  twins? 
ethibited  and  that  found  round  the  fish  hooks 
and  the  thigh  found  rn  the  medical  college,  is 
the  same  kind  of  twinoj  it  is  of  an  unusual  make 
at  the  present  time;  it  is  made  of  Russian  hemp5 
that  exhibited  was  carelessly  made,  as  is  indica- 
ted by  the  irregularity  of  the  strand. 

Cross  examined.  Have  no  doubt  that  the 
twine  first  showed  and  that  found  on  the  fish 
hooks.  &c,  is  of  the  same  fabric;  it  may  have 
been  cot  off  the  same  piece;  it  is  sold  by  the 
pound)  there  is  about  5  cents  per  pound  differ- 
ence in  the  price  of  this  and  the  common  kind 
of  twine;  the  difference  between  this  tv?ine  and 
that  found  on  the  remains,  is  that  the  latter  has 
been  soaked  in  water  and  has  become  discolor- 
ed and  "  longer  jawed,"  as  it  is  technically 
called. 

53d  witness:  Nathaniel  Waterman — 
called,  ami  sworn.  Am  a  manufacturer  of  tin 
plate  ware,  83  and  85  Cornhill;  am  acquainted 
with  Pruf  Webster;  he  was  in  my  shop  about  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  day  he 
was  arrested;  1  saw  him  talking  with  my  fore- 
man and  stepped  up  to  and  accosted  him,  and 
said,  "  Excuse  me.  Doctor,  but  seeing  you  here 
1  mustasli  whatDr  Parkman  did  when  you  gave 
him  the  money  ?"  Prof  W.  said,  "he  snatched 
up  the  money  and  ran  out  of  the  college  in  a 
strange  manner;"  1  said  ''some  one  must  have 
seen  him  with  the  money  in  his  hand,  and  en- 
ticed him  into  one  of  h's  own  buildings  aod  kil- 
led him;  and  if  he  is  ever  found,  he  will  be 
found  in  his  own  cellar;  there  is  a  story  about 
his  going  over  to  Cambridge,  but  1  do  not 
believe  it"  ;  Professor  W.  replied,  "but 
he  did  go  to  Cambridge,  1  am  sure  of  it;" 
some  one  said,  "only  think,  the  mesmerizer 
says  that  he  went  away  in  a  cab,  and  iMr.  Fitz 
Henry  Homer  has  found  the  number  of  the  cab, 
and  there  are  spots  of  blood  on  it." 

Here  the  court  adjournea  until  SJ  o'clock. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  jury  cantie  in  at  25  minutes  past  three 
•o'clock  and  the  court  entered  at  20  minutes  be- 
fore four  o'clock.  The  iiroccedinga  commcnc 
cd. 

Nathaniel  Waterman,  recalled.  1  told 
the  Professor  how  the  tin  box  should  he  made; 
told  him  it  should  be  made  wiih  the  edae 
■comiiig  up  straight,  (here  the  tin  box  was  ex- 
hibited.) 

To  the  court.  I  meant  that  the  edge  should 
not  be  turned  in. 

He  said  he  was  going  to  put  small  things  in  it, 
such  as  books-,  etc;  he  said  he  should  like  to 
have  a -strong  handle  put  on  the  cover;  he  spoke 
about  soldering  the  top  up  himself,  and  said, 
"  you  know  I  can  do  such  things  myself;"  I  left 
him  talking  with  my  foreman;  he  only  wanted 
one  handle  put  on  the  box  cover;  he  did  not  say 
at  what  time  he  wanted  the  box  to  be  done; — 
[Her'e  an  account  between  Professoi  Webster 
and  Mr  Waterman  .was  exhibited;  and  said 
iby  witness  to  be  a  correct  statemeut  of  the  ar- 


ticles  made  him  for  Prof  Webster  for  2  years^ 
H,'.  (Prof.  Webster)  never  ordered  any  such 
thing  before;  the  bcx  was  completed  on  Satur- 
day morning  (die  day  after  the  arrest  of  Prof. 
Welrster;)  it  was  never  called  for;  the  label  on 
the  box  is,  "  To  be  called  for,"  and  "charg-e;" 
my  st<  re  is  near  the  Cambridge  hourly  depot. 

Cross-examined.  He  had  ii  made  in  this 
manner  of  his  own  accord;  he  said  he  warned 
to  put  small  things  in  it. 

54th  witness — Charles  P.  Lothrop,  called- 
I  am  foreman  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Waterman  ; 
Professor  Webster  called  at  the  shop  on  Friday, 
the  23d  of  November,  about  ten  o'clock  in  tlie 
moinii.g;  he  said  he  wanted  a  box  18  inches 
square  and  13  inches  deep,  made  for  him  out  of 
thick  tin;  I  told  him  we  genewlly  made  such 
boxes  of  light  tin,  unless  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
clude the  ait  ;  he  said  he  wanttd  it  made  tight, 
with  a  handle  on  top  ;  he  wanted  to  know  if  I 
could  not  make  it  without  paving  a  groove  in  it; 
Mr.  Waterman  came  up  and  made  some  apolo- 
u  for  interrupting  him,  and  asked  him  how  Dr. 
arkman  acted  when  he  took  the  money;  Pro- 
fessor Webster  said,  "He  took  the  money  in  his 
hand  and  darted  off."  Mr,  Waterman  said  that 
he.didn't  believe  that  Dr.  Parkman  went  over  to 
Cambridge,  but  had  been  murdered  in  one  of 
his  tenements  near  North  Grove  street.  Prof. 
Webster  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  ha  went 
over  to  Cambridge,  because  he  was  seen  going 
over  the  bridge.  'I'here  was  a  little  more  conver- 
sation about  a  mesmeriser  having  seen  Dr.  Park- 
man  in  a  cab, and  after  the  cab  being  found  by  Mr 
Homer  and  of  bis  discovering  spots  of  blood  on 
it;  I  told  Prof  W.  if  he  would  send  in  the  bos 
when  he  had  filled  it,  we  would  solder  it  up  for 
him;  he  eaid  he  had  the  requisite  tools  at  home 
and  as  it  was  going  out  of  town  he  would  not 
send  It  back  again. 

Cross  examination    of  this  witness  declined. 

53lh  witness.  Samuel  Brown  called.  Am 
one  of  the  toll-gatherers  on  ('ambridge  bridge; 
knew  Dr.  Parkman,  and  am  acquainted  with 
Professor  Webster;  on  Friday  afternoon,  the  23d 
of  November,  I  saw  Professor  Webster  from 
the  windows  of  a  grocery  store  at  the  corner  of 
North  (trove  street;  it  was  about  4  o'clock;  1 
walked  out  of  the  toll  house,  towards  Cambridge 
bridge;  asked  him  if  he  could  recognise  the  ^20 
bill  ;  early  on  the  tnorr.ing  of  Fri- 
day, the  thirtieth  of  November, 
an'lrishman  gave  me  a  g20  bill  on  the  Free- 
man's Bank  to  take  a  toll  of  one  centout  of;  I 
told  him  I  should  have  to  give  him  small  change 
for  it,  which  1  did;  1  took  the  bill  over  to  Mr. 
Hadley,  the  toll  gatherer  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge,  and  he  advised  me  to  keep  it,  and  I  ask- 
ed  Professor  Webster  it  he  thought  he  could 
recognize  the  bill,  as  1  thought  it  might  have 
some  connection  with  the  disappearance  of  Dr. 
Parkman;  Webster  said  he  could  not  recognize 
It,  because  he  had  paid  Dr  Parkman  several  dif- 
ferent denominations,  and  couldn't  tell  what 
they  were;  1  saw  Dr  Parkman  the'  last  time  on 
the  Wednesday  previous  to  his  disappearance; 
he  passed  on  the  bridge  two  or  three  times,  and 
had  stopped  two  or  *,hree  timgs  at  the  toil  house 
to  inquire  if  I  had  seen  Professor  Webster  pass. 

Cross-examined. — 1  mentioned  that  1  had  re- 
ceived the  bill  as  soon  as  I  got  to  the  other  side 
ofthe  bridge. 

66th  witness— Betsey  N.  Colman  caUed — 
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Have  known  Prof.  Webster  several  yes.1 '5'  saw 
him  on  Friday  the  day  of  his  arrest,  at  my  house 
about  4  o'clock  P  M.  ']'he  servant  let  hin:  tq  ind 
I  came  down  stairs  and  recognized  the  P»o;cs- 
or  at  once; he  asked  me  at  what  time  I  hai  3-i  =  n 
Dr  Fari<man  last;  I  replied  on  Thursday  a  V/^'Dk 
before  Thanksgiving,  he  asked,  was  itnrt  on 
Friday  that  you  saw  him,  "no  it  was  not  on  Fri 
day,  but  Thursday  "  He  asked,  "how  was  he 
dressed?  I  replied,  "in  dark  clothes."  Profes- 
sor Webster  said  "there  has  been  a  coat  found 
with  spots  of  blood  on  it  whicii  is  said  to  be  his, 
and  a  hat  also  known  to  be  his,  (this  hat  was 
found  in  a  dock  in  Charlestown,  and  recognized 
by  a  clerk  of  R.  G.  Shaw  brother-in  law  to  Dr  P. ) 
■when  I  told  him  that  I  had  seen  him  (Dr  Park- 
man)  on  Thursday,  he  said  "  Oh  J  clear,  then 
I'm  afraid  he  has  been  murdered  ;"  he  (Prof. 
Webster)  asked  me  again  at  the  door  when  ha 
■was  going  out,  wasn't  ic  Friday;  he  then  left 
the  house,  and  I  don't  know  which  way  he 
■went. 

Cross-examination  of  this  ■witness  declined. 
57ih  witness.  Sam'l  D  Parker, (Co.  attor'y,) 
Cn  the  evening  of  Friday  the  30lh  of  Novem- 
ber, the  door  of  my  office  opened  and  Marshal 
Tuiey,  R.  G.  Shaw,  the  Drs.  Bigelow  and  one 
or  tw^o  others,  entered  and  stated  tome  that  the 
remains  of  a  human  being  had  been  found 
by  a  Mr  Liulefield  in  the  vault  of  a 
privy  connected  "wiih  the  laboratory  of  Pro- 
fessor Webster  at  the  Medical  College  in 
North  Grove  street,  and  it  was  believed  by  them 
that  Professor  Webster  was  the  murderer;  they 
wanted  a  warrant,  therefore,  to  arrest  him  on 
the  accuj^ation;  I  told  them  that  if  any  one  of 
them  believed  it,  they  should  go  before  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  make  a  declaration  to  that 
effect,  and  the  Justice  would  issue  a  warrant; 
Marshal  Tukey  said  he  would  make  a  declaration 
to  that  effeci;  a  <^'arrant  was  accordingly  issued 
by  Justice  Merrill,  of  the  Police  Court,  and  the 
ProfFessor  was  arrested.  It  waa'iit  the  jail  when 
he  was  brought  in  by  officer  ^urr,  Clapp  and 
Starkweather — he  was  very  much  agitated,  and 
asked  for  water,  but  when  it  was  given  hira,  he 
could  not  drink,  he  appeared  to  be  in  very  great 
distres^^,  and  Dr,  JVlaitin  Gay  was  called  in  io 
render  medical  assistance.  Professor  Webster 
exclaimed  repeatedly — Oh  !  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren !  He  asked  to  see  Mr.  Prescott  (his  broth- 
er inlaw,)  Mr.  Rice,  (policeman)  said  he  (Mr. 
Prescott)  was  out  of  town.  Professor  VVeb- 
ster  then  wanted  to  see  some  one  of  the  family, 
he  (Pro  esjor  Webster)  appeared  hardly  able 
to  stand;  i-ome  of  the  police  asked  Professor 
Webster  il  he  could  Eot  explain  appearances  at 
the  college ;  1  told  the  pelice  that  Professor 
Webs'er  was  not  to  be  interrogated.  We  all 
went  shortly  after  to  the  Medical  College;  the 
Professor  was  carried  into  the  college  and  to 
his  Laboratory  between  two  officers,  and  wniJe 
there  was  greatly  excited;  some  one  atked  lor 
the  key  of  the  privy  and  he  pointed  out  a  key 
hanging  on  the  end  of  the  shelves;  the  re- 
mains were  brought  up  oat  of  the  celler  and  Dr 
Gay  said  in  answer  to  a  question  of  mine  that 
they  were  parts  of  one  body;  Prof.  Webster  did 
not  go  near  the  rcraainsj  I  requested  Dr.  Martin 
Gay  to  att-mpt  to  soothe  the  Professor;  don't 
know  what  he  said  to  him;  at  the  arraignment 
oi  Profes  or  Webster  at  the  Police  Co^rt  the 
prisoner  waived  an  examination. 


Cross  examined.  I  sect  to  the  Revere  House, 
the  next  day  for  the  friends  of  Professor  Web- 
ster. 

5  ih  witness.  John  M.  Cummings,  called 
and  sworn.  Am  Turnkey  and  keeper  at  the 
jail,  Leverett  street.  On  the  night  of  Friday 
the  30th  of  Noveiiiber,  1849,  Professor  Webster 
was  brought  to  the  jail  by  officers  Spurr,  Clapp 
and  Starkweather,  he  wais  very  much  agitated; 
he  shortly  after  set  down  on  a  settee  and  when 
I  took  him  by  t>.e  shoulder  he  did  uoi  appear  to 
notice  me  ;  we  lifted  him  into  a  bunk  and 
1  left  him;  Mr.  Parker,  the  County  Attorneyj 
soon  after  came  down  and  said  he  ■\<'anted  to 
see  Professor  Webstei;  1  went  down  and  shook 
him  by  the  shoulder,  and  he  cried  out,  "  Oh  !  1 
expected  this."  Dr  Martin  Gay  came  down  and 
.  spoke  to  him,  and  he  sprung  out  of  the  berth 
and  threw  his  arms  round  the  neck  of  Mr.  Jones 
as  though  he  was  frightened;  Dr  Gay  asked  him 
if  he  could  not  get  up  and  come  np  stairs;  he 
said  he  couldn  t,  and  we  took  him  and  carried 
him  up;  we  afterwards  put  him  into  a  carriage, 
and  carried  him  to  the  Medical  College; 
we  had  to  assist  him  into  the  carriage;  he  was 
much  agitated  still,  and  was  covered  with  a 
cold  sweat;  he  complained  of  being  cold;  the 
night  was  somewhat  cold;  when  we  arrived  at 
the  jail  we  assisted  him  out  of  the  carriage  and 
were  obliged  to  car/y  him  up  the  stairs;  in  the 
laboratory  while  we  were  searching  about 
we  found  a  coat,  and  he  exclaimed.  "  That's 
the  coat  1  lecture  in;"'  and  as  the  officer  entered 
the  lecture  room  he  said,  "I  don't  know  what 
they  want  in  there— they  won't  find  anylhirg 
there;"  we  had  to  help  him  into  the  coach  again 
on  the  return  to  the  jail,  and  as  we  were  ricling 
along,  I  noticed  thai  his  pantaloons  were  quite 
wet,  and  when  1  came  to  take  off  his  outer  coat 
at  jail  1  found  his  under  coat  wet  through.  We 
had  to  carry  him  to  a  cell;  he  appeared  in  great 
distress  all  night  1  went  down  to  him  twice — 
once  at  half-past  one  o'clock,  and  once  al  half- 
past  two  o'clock;  next  morning  he  was  in  the 
same  condition.  (Cross-examination  of  this 
witness  declined.) 

5^h  witness — Gustavus  A.  Andrews, Jailor, 
called — Am  the  Jailor  of  this  County.  Ra- 
member  the  evfening  when  Professor  Webster 
was  arrested  ;  was  not  at  the  jail  w\ien  he  was 
brought  in ;  I  went  to  the  Medical  College 
through  the  shed  ;  a  number  of  gentlemen  came 
down  stairs  into  the  lower  Laboratory,  where  I 
was,  and  a  gentleman,  I  thiok  Samuel  D.  Par- 
ker, called  my  attention  to  the  furnace;  1  looked 
into  it,  and  saw  a  piece  of  what  I  thought  to  be 
a  human  skull  and  some  fragmi^etts,  of  bone  ;  I 
turned  from  there  and  saw  PrcTfessor  Webster 
within  three  feet  of  the  privy  dc-Jr  ;  he  sat  down 
on  a  settej;  and  braced  himself  up  as  it  were; 
sometime  afterwards  I  aiked  Mr.  3.  D.Parker 
if  he  waiited  anything  more  cf  Professor  Web- 
ster ;  he  (Mr.  Parker)  said  "I  have  nothing  to 
say."  Soon  after  this  reply,  I  ordered 
two  men  to  take  him  to  the  coach  again  through 
the  shed  and  carry  him  to  jail;  he  had  to  be  as- 
sisted into  the  carriage;  when  there  (in  the 
carriage)  the  first  thing  he  s-nd  was,  "why  don't 
they  ask  Littlefield?  he  can  explain  this;"  Vi'hen 
he  got  back  to  jail,  he  was  still  much  agitated, 
and  said, "Oh!  my  poor  family,  what  will  they 
say  because  I  don't  come  home?"  1  said,  "1  am 
sorry  for,  and  pity  you;"  he  said/'you  are  sorry 
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for  and  pity  me?  what  for?"  I  said.  "*o  see  you 
so  much  agitated;"  he  replied,  "Oh!  that's  it." 
On  the  next  morning  he  was  somewhat 
calmer,  he  sat  up  and  as  we  mentioned  the 
part  of  the  body  having  been  found  at  the  col- 
iege  he  said  ''it  is  no  more  Dr.  Patkman's  body 
than  it  is  mine,  1  don't  know  how  in  the  world 
it  came  there," — he  afterwards  said,  "1  never 
liked  the  looks  of  Littlefield  the  janitor,  1  op- 
posed his  coming  there  all  1  could."  (Here  a 
letter  from  Professor  Webster  to  his  daughter, 
Mary  Ann,  which  was  retained  by  the  jailor  on 
account  of  the  directions  it  contained  to  Mrs. 
Webster,  was  read  in  court. 

Cross  examined — I  retained  the  letterbecause 
of  the  clause  in  the  letter  directiug  Mrs.  Web- 
ster to  keep  the  little  bundle  of  papers  just  as 
sho  received  it,  and  not  open  it. 

69th  witness— Eli  C.  Kinsley  called — Am 
postmaster  of  East  Cambridge;  have  seen  the 
letter,  now  exhibited,  before;  (here  a  letter  wasi 
exhibited. )  It  was  put  into  my  office,  and  bore 
the  post  mark  Nov-  30lh,  and  was  directed  to 
Mr.  Tukey.  Boston.  1  brought  it  to  Boston  and 
gave  it  to  Marshal  Tukey.  It  must  have  been 
dropped  into  the  post  office  between  ten  and 
twenty  minutes  past  10  o'clock,  A  M.  (Cross- 
examination  of  this  witness  declined  ) 

Marshal  Tukey,  re  called.  These  three 
letters  (now  exhibited)  were  reeeived  by  me 
before  Professor  Webster's  arrest;  (the  letters 
were  here  given  to  Marshal  Tukey  to  read,  and 
MnjClifTord  rose  and  said  that  the  government 
now  intended  to  put  in  as  evidence,  the  letters 
addressed  to  Marshal  Tukey,  together  with  those 
parts  of  the  handwriting  of  the  documents  al- 
ready put  in,  which  was  acknowledged  to  be  the 
handwriting  of  Frot.  Webster,  in  order  to  prove 
that  those  letters  were  written  by  Prof.  Webster. 

The  following  is  a  c^py  of  the  letter 
from  Profes.sor  Webstjr  to  a  member  of  his 
fdmily,  after  his  arrest.  It  was  retained  by  Mr. 
-laUor  Andrews  on  account  of  directions  to  the 
Pijfissor's  wifa  to  take  care  of  certain  papers. 

Boston,  Monday  eTening. 

Mf  neare  t  Maryanne, 
Lwrote  to  Mtuna  jesterday     Mr  C.  was  here  this 
morning  and  toJd  rne  ae  s  nt  it.    I  had  a  good  sleep  list 
jiigtil  and  rireamt  of  you  all.    1  got  my  cloaths  off  icr 
the  rir  t  lime. 

1  asYOke  in  Ihi^  mnrnin?  Quite  hunsry.  It  was  a  long 
tijiB  be  ere  my  fi  9L  b.eakfa-t  from  Parker'^  came — 
aivi  1  relished  ii  I  cnn  assure  you,  At  one  o'ckck  I 
was  iiolified  ihat  I  must  a^peir  at  the  Court  room. 
All  was  arrangeil  with  great  regard  to  my  comfort  and 
av  id  nee  of  iml'licit-.;  and  itiis  first  ceremo..y  went 
C'fCbp.tier  ihan  I  anticipated.  On  my  return  I  had  a  bit 
of'urkey  from  Parkers. 

Ttiry  send  much  more  th.an  1  can  «at,  and  1  have  di- 
i-ected  the  s.ewurd  tu  dijUi  ute  the  surplus  to  any 
PDor  o  es  liers. 

It  vou  will  senl  mt  a  smOl  cannister  of  tea,  I  can 
make  lay  own  A  lialc  pep  ler  1  may  want  some  diy; 
iou  cm  come  up  to  .  ourl  wi  h  some  bundle.  I  •will 
send  the  dirty  clnthes,  but  they  are  taken  t"-day,  and 
h.av.'  not  been  returnel.  I  send  a  kind  note  I  received 
lo-day  from  ivir  Curiis  ,       ,        ^,  ,_. 

J'ro  esdors  Pierce  an'l  Ffou3»neld  called  to-day  HaJf 
adoz  n  ijochelle  povsders  1  shonid  like 

Xe'U  Mamma  not  to  open  the  little  bund  c  I  gave 
her  Uie  otl  er  day,  but  to  ke-p  it  just  as  she 
r^-ceived  ii.  1 !!(")-  vp  wi'l  tc  on  be  chtered  by  ihe  re- 
Cfiipl  of  iett--is  iiOri\  F  'yal.  '-"-  ilh  manv  kisses  to  you 
tut  gnod  c4sht.  From  your  affectionate  father. 

Wy  I  ngue  Irnub  es  li.e  jet  very  much,  and  I  must 
liave  bittiii  it  in  my  ili-ti-ess  the  uihernight.  Itis  pain- 
ful Lip.d  swollen,  affecting  my  speech  soriiewhat 

Jlfiii  Mamriia  bsiler  send  for  Aaniy?  1  thmk  so,  or 
au'Jt  '^meha. 

tJoTiple  colored  neck  handkerchi  'fs.'one  Madrass. 

The  court  adjourned  at  this  moment,  until  9 
o'clock  tomorrow  A.  M. 


EIGHTH  DAY. 

Wedjsk3day,  March  27th. 

The  jury  entered  at  9  o'clock  precisely;  but 
the  Court  being  engaged  in  consultation  upon 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  to 
support  the  allegation  against  the  prisoner  of 
being  the  writer  o[  the  letters  sent  through  the 
Post  office  to  Marshall  Tukey  ;  did  not  enter 
until  5  minutes  before  10  o'clocki  The  names 
of  the  jury  were  called  and  the  proceedings 
commenced. 

61st  witness — Nathaniel  B  Gould  called. 
Am  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  defend- 
ant, but  know  him  by  sight,  have  never  seen 
him  write,  but  have  seen  writing  supposed  to  be 
his;  have  seen  his  signature  on  diplomas,  as  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry;  have  always  paid  much  at- 
tention to  penmanship,  from  my  youth;  have 
taught  it  and  written  a  book  on  the  subject. 
[Here  the  letters  sent  to  Marshal  Tukey  were 
produced  and  exhibited  to  the  witness  as  an  ad- 
ept. 

Mr.  SoHiEH  objected  to  the  line  of  direct 
examination  by  the  prosectation,  in  endeavor- 
ing to  show  through  Mr.  Gould,  that  the  hand- 
writing in  some  of  the  letters  submitted,  to 
him,  was  that  of  the  prisoner  ia  disguise.       - 

Court.  The  court  are  of  opinion  that  this 
testimony  is  admissible. 

Mr.  SoHiER.  This,  Your  Honors,  is  a  kind 
of  testimony  not  admissible,  we  submit,  at  alL 
The  position  assumed  by  counsel  at  the  opposite 
side,i8  that  a  genuine  hand-writing  may  be  given 
in  evidence,  to  compare  with  other  hand  writ- 
ing, in  order  to  prove  the  same.  It  is  aoraitted 
to  be  similar  hand-writing;  but  that  proves  it  to 
be  the  hand-writing  of  nobody.  What  they  now 
want  to  prove  is,  that  this  writing  was  the  hand 
writing  of  Dr  Webster,  by  comparing  it  with 
other  hand-writing.  That  would  be  the  extent 
of  it,  and  no  more.  Counsel  here  cited  authori- 
ty in  support  of  his  position.contending  that  this 
kind  of  evidence  was  inadmissible. 

Attorney  Gesbral.  We  think,  your 
Honors,  that  counsel  misapprehend  us.  We  do 
offer  to  prove  that  this  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
Dr.  Webster ;  and  written  in  the  saine  manaer 
ia  which  he  was  accustomed  to  write.  Now 
in  order  to  prove  this,  we  offer  certain  docu- 
ments here,  which  we  say  are  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Docter  Webster;  and  we  show  it 
by  the  similarity  of  his  handwriting  to 
be  the  same.  When  we  undertake  to 
show  that  a  man  has  attempted  to  dis-, 
guise  his  own  handwriting,  this  dpscripi ion  of 
testimony,  it  cannot  be  contended,  is  admissible. 
if  a  man  is  setting  down  an  attempt  to  assimi- 
late the  handwriting  of  another,  he  has  two  pro- 
cesses by  which  to  assimilate  in  his  own  mind. 
Now,  upon  which  of  these  two  propositions  will 
the  testimony  of  an  expert  bear  7 

An  expert  ssys,  "1  am  acquainted  with 
the  handwriting  'of  the  defendant;  he  has  at 
tPinpted  to  disguise  it  ;  1  am  satisfied  that  this 
must  be  written  by  him;  and.I  understand  that 
in  undertaking  to  int-o  luce  the  testimony  of  an 
expert,  he  may  take  the  stand  and  prove  whe- 
ther certain  handwriting  was  disguised  or  not. 
1-5  it  not  competant  then  for  such  a  witness  to 
explain  the  peculiarities  of  certain  characters. 
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Counsel  here  cited  authority  in  s\;pport  of  his 
position. 

Mr.  Merbick.  The  only  question  competant 
for  them  to  prove  is :  whether  this  is  the 
natural  hand  writing  of  the  defendant 
or  not,  and  that  is  all.  It  is  not  contended  or 
suggested  by  the  government,  that  these  papers 
can  be  put  forth  as  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Web- 
ster. The  proposition  is,  that  an  expert  may 
take  these  papers,  and  from  them  show  whether 
they  are  in  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Webster,  by 
tracing  the  form  of  a  particular  letter  or  charac- 
ter, to  see  if  they  would  correspond  with  his 
general  handwriting  This  was  the  entire  ex- 
tent of  the  rule  intended  by  the  court,  to  apply 
to  this  kind  of  testimony. 

Attorney  Gbneral.  I  find  my  friends  at 
the  other  side  misapprehend  me,  from  the  ap- 
plication of  their  remarks.  We  expect  to 
show,  in  rtlalion  to  this  document,  (a  letter 
which  counsel  produced)  thai  it  was  not  writ- 
ten wilh  a  pen.  It  could  not  have  been  written 
by  such  an  instrument,  but  only  by  this, 
(showing  abrush,'which  was  found  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Webs*r.)' 

The  Court,  after  a  brief  consultation,  ruled 
in  the  testimony  of  witness,  Mr  Gould,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  trace  the  similarity  of  the  hand-writ- 
ing in  several  letters  to  that  of  Dr  Webster 

Examination  of  Mr.  Gould  resumed.  From 
my  knowledge  of  the  handwriiing  of  Professor 
Welsier,  1  should  think  the  letter  signed  Ciois, 
dated  Nov.  21st,  and  post  marked  Nov.  30ih, 
(which  is  now  exhibited)  was  his.  [The  witness 
stated  that  he  didn't  know  as  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  state  the  entire  ground  which  he 
should  lake  in  explaining  why  he  thought  the 
handwriting  of  the  "Civis  letter"  was  that  of 
Pfof.  Webster.  The  defence  contended  that 
the  evidence  to  be  given  by  the  defence  was 
incompetent,  but  the  court  ruled  that  the  testi- 
mony was  competent,  and  witness  proceeded.] 
"I  have  not  yet  satisfied  myself,  in  a  long  se- 
ries of  years  of  teaching,  that  a  person  can 
make  two  letters  of  the  same  kind  ex- 
actly alike  ;  and  I  have  been 
accustomed  to  seeing  different  hands  written  in- 
dividually by  many  persons,  yet  there  is  al 
ways  a  similarity  in  certain  letters,  which  ena- 
bles me  to  recognise  at  once  who  wrote 
them  ;  la  this  letter  (the  civis  letter) 
I  find  that  the  letters,  a  (small)  and 
r  (small)  are  made  entirely  different  from  those 
made  by  Prof.  Webster  in  his  ordinary  hand- 
writing the  character  »^  was  also  used  instead 
of  the  word  and;  the  rest  of  the  letter  does  not 
differ  essentially  from  his  common  hand. 
jThis  was  objected  to  by  the  defence  on  the 
ground  that  the  witness  had  seen  only  the 
signature  of  Prof.  W.;  he  could  not  tell  what 
the  common  writing  of  the  defendant  was. — 
[Here  the  government  counsel  exhibited  to  the 
witness  several  papers  containing  the  hand- 
writing know:-,  and  acknowledged  to  be  that  of 
Prof.  Webster.] 

Examination  resumed.  I  observe  a  similar- 
ity (to  Prof  W.'s  handwriting)  in  the  capital 
letter  I,  which  ct.n  hardly  be  mistaken.  The 
large  letters,  P  D,  are  also  made  like  those — 
the  letters  and  documents  of  Prof.  Webster. 
The  figures  1,  3,  4,  9;  the  letter  f,  (small)  and 
the  words  November,  from,  Boston,  and  sever- 
al others  are  exactly  alike — the  Civis  letter. 


I  have  perfect  confidence  in  the  judgment 
formed  in  my  own  mind  that  this  '* Civis  lette«" 
was  written  by  Prolessor  Webster. 

The  letter  dated  26th  November  and  sigi  cd 
"  Captain  of  the  Dan,"  or  the  "Chap  in  the 
Dark,"  was  now  exhibited  to  witness  who  pro- 
ceeded in  this  letter  although  the  letters  are 
entirely  different  from  those  usually  made  by 
Prof.  Webster,  yet  i  believe  they  were  written 
by  him;  m  the  direction  Francis  Tukey,  the 
the  letter  F  bears  a  great  resemblance  in  its 
parts  to  these  made  by  Professor  Webster. 

[Here  the  court  remarked  that  it  was  about 
as  well  to  pass  over  these  minute  particulars.] 

[Here  the  retd  pen  and  plate  of  ink  fuund  on 
the  bench  in  the  laboratory  were  exhibited  lo 
the  jury  and  to  the  witness  and  his  opinion  was 
asked  as  to  the  erasure  ef  the  name  of  Marshall 
Tukey  inside  the  envelope  of  the  "  Chap  in  .he 
Dark"  letter;  this  question  and  the  opmion  of 
witness  was  obiected  to  by  the  defence,  and 
and  ruled  out  by  the  court.] 

In  the  letter  supposed  lo  have  been,  written 
entirely  by  the  reed  pen  and  dated  Novr  3_0:h, 
was  now  exhibited  to  wilnees,  who  recognised 
peculiarities  in  almost  every  letter  which  in- 
duced him  to  form  the  opinion  that 
the  letter  was  written  by  Professor 
Websteri 

VfUncss  proceeded.  I  know  that  this  letter 
could  not  have  been  made  by  a  pen  or  brush  ; 
neither  of  them  could  have  made  suvh  marks. 
There  has  been  shown  me  an  instrument  whieh 
1  think  was  used  to  make  these  letters  with. 
(Objected  to  by  defence,  and  ruled  by  the  bench 
to  be  entirely  incompetent  and  inadmiss-ible.) 

[The  mortgage  notes  were  exhibited  to  tfee 
witness,  and  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
handwriting  of  the  word  "paid  "  on  them  was 
that  of  Professor  Webs  er's.J 

Examination  continued.  The  letters 
and  words  found  in  pencil  mark  on  the  notes 
and  the  memorandum  are  in  the  hand-writing 
of  the  prisoner.  The  erasure  of  the  signature 
on  the  notes,  and  the  marks  made  across  thera, 
could  not  have  been  made  by  a  pen. 

[Here  a  recess  was  granted  to  the  Jury.] 

Cross  examination  of  Mr.  Gould.  I  have 
seen  the  papers  now  exhibited  before;  have  seen 
other  anonymous  letters  sent  to  Marshal  Tufeey, 
by  the  post-office;  the  chirography  of  the  Ciois 
letter  is  not  disguised  from  my  view;  the  letters 
are  a  little  rounder  than  is  customary  in  Profes- 
sor Webster's  hand-writing;  can't  tell  whether 
it  isdisguised;  my  skill  in  detecting  disguised 
instruments  extends  over  the  whole  instrument; 
I  can't  say  that  it  (ihe  writing  of  the  Civis  let- 
ter) is  intended  to  be  a  disguised  hand;  there 
are  three  letters  in  this  Civis  letter,  which  are 
dissimilar  from  Prof.  Wt  bster's  ordinary  hand- 
writing, the  rest  are  in  the  ordinary  handwrit- 
ing; I  mean  to  say  that  in  all  except  a  few  ca- 
ses, the  handwriting  looks  just  like  Professor 
W^ebster's  handwriting;  I  can't  say  that  the  let- 
ter? whiuh  are  dissimilar  to  Prof.  Webster's 
chirography  in  the  Civis  letter  are  not  exactly 
alike  all  through;  some  persons  make  letters  very 
much  alike;  in  the  letter  rf,  the  Prof,  generally 
turns  the  upper  line  over,  but  in  ihis^lftter  it  is 
different  from  his  ordinary  writing.  The  same 
difference  is  observable  between  the  ordinary 
handwriting  of  Pro-'essor  Webster  and  that, 
the  Civis  letter,  m  the  letters  a,  r,    and, 
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character  <^.  Don't  pretend  to  tell  whether  a 
handwriting  is  disguised  or  not,  unless  I  hive 
the  real,  handwriting  of  the  persoii  (who  dis- 
guises his  hand)  to  compare  it  with.  I  have 
compared  the  hand  writ. ng  of  these  letters  with 
that  of  sevetal  per&oiiB;  I  expressed  the  opinion 
when  I  first  saw  the  Civis  letter,  that  it  was 
in  the  handwriiitig  of  Professor  Webster; 
afterwards  said  it  differed  somewhat  from  it, 
and  after  that,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
was  the  handwriting  of  Prof.  \V.  In  the  letter 
signed  "Dart,"  or  "Dark,"  there  are  several 
letters  which  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to 
ProlessOT  Web.ster's  handwriting;  the  letter  is 
evidently  written  in  a  disguised  hand  ;  it  was 
not  written  with  a  pen;  there  is  a  similarity 
between  whole  words  in  the  letler. 

'Jo  the  Court.  1  have  the  opinion  that  the 
"Dan"  lette-,  written  with  the  so-called  reed 
pen,  ( whi' h  is  aciually  a  piece  of  pine  stick 
wi'h  cotton  cloth  tied  round  the  end,  to  form  a 
brush)  was  written  by  one  and  the  same  hand, 
because  it  resembles  ia  its  general  characier- 
istic  the  1-  tiers  which  were  written  with  a  pen. 

62d  witness — Geo.  G.  Smith  called.  Am  an 
engraver;  have  known  Prof.  Webster  several 
years;  have  seen  his  handwriting  often,  in  the 
course  of  business;  have  seen  his  signature  on 
diplomas  and  on  notes;  as  an  engraver  1  have 
been  obliged  to  take  particular  notice  of 
the  hand-writing  of  individuals,  in  order 
to  make  accurate  ^facsimiles  (here  the  let- 
ters signed  "Civis,"  and  the  other  letters  put 
in,  and  to  be  put  in  as  evidence,  were  exhibited 
to  the  witness  ] 

Examination  resumed.  Am  sorrv  to  say  that 
I  feel  confident  that  the  hand-writing  of  the 
"Civis"  letter  is  that  of  Piofessor  Webster;  of 
ihe  "Dart''  or  "Dark"  letter  I  am  not  so  conh- 
ilent;  think  the  erasure  of  the  direction  on  the 
inside  of  the  envelope  directed  to  Marshal  Tu- 
key,  might  have  been  made  partly  by  draw- 
ing a  finger  across  the  writing. 
I  think  1  can  detect  the  marks  of  a  fibrous  sub- 
stance in  the  letter*  of  the  "  Dark"  or  '"Dart" 
letter.  (The  court  ruled  this  tesiimoiiy  as  in- 
competent )  Hfive  examined  a  ge.)d  many 
specimens  of  Prof    Webster's  handwriting. 

Cross  examined.  Don'i  think  the  wricng  of 
the  "  Daik"  or  "  Dan''  letter,  or  the  raaiks 
across  the  mortg-jge  notei  was  written  with  an 
ordinary  pen;  it  is  pissible  it  might  be  done 
with  an  old  quill  pen  ;  you  can  see 
the  fibrous  marts,  by  looking  through  a 
magnifving  glass.  [Here  a  glass  was  produced 
by  witness  ]  "^I'he  fibrous  mark  might  have 
been  made  by  co  ton  wool  being  in  the  ink,  and 
adhering  to  the  pen  at  the  time;  in  the  "Civis" 
letter,  the  letters — "a" — "d"  and  the  character 
"&"  are  very  similar  to  those  generally  made 
by  Professor  Webster  in  his  ordinary  band-writ- 
ing; and  there  is  one  character  of  the  "&,"s  that 
appears  to  have  been  commenced  the  usual  way 
and  afterwards  altered;  there  is  an  air  of  identi- 
ty about  the  whole  letter,  which  impresses  the 
conviction  on  my  mind,  that  this  letter 
was  written  by  Professor  Webster  himself; 
think  that  the  letter  is  written  in  a  partly  dis- 
guispd  hand;  some  of  the  letters  appear  genu- 
ine; the  letter  d  appears  the  mo- 1  natural  of  all 
the  letters;  there  i>i  aa  appearance  of  identiiy, 
and  an  appearance  of  disguise  blended  in  the 
eiris  letter;  I  cannot  describe   the   whc.lo  of  the 


points  of  resemblance  observed  by  me  in  these 
letters,  and  the  wilting  kr.own  to  be  thit  of 
Pro{.  W.,  without  silting  down  and  looking  at 
my  notes. 

The  letters  were  then  read  by  Mr.  Bemis, 
junior  counsel  for  the  goverument.  We  give 
them  verbatim:—^ 

Directed  to  Mr  Tukey,  City  Marshal. 

[Verbatim  Copy.] 

Boston,  Nov.  31,  '43. 

Mr.  T  'KEY — Dear  S'r:  I  have  been  considerably  in- 
terested in  ttie  rf  cent  ..ffiiit  of  Dr.  Parkin  n,  and  I 
think  I  can  recommend  means,  tire  adopii.  ii  o  which, 
mayresuli,  in  hnngiag  to  lightsome  of  ihe  inv=ieries 
connpcied  with  the  disaiJijearai.ce  oi  ihe  lore-men- 
tioned gentleman.  In  the  Jirsi  place  in  rt^atd  to  tha 
searching  tiouses  <fe  I  would  recommend  lua  particu- 
lar atteulioiibe  paid  to  the  appe '.ranee  of  cellar  floors. 
Do  they  or<senl  the  appearance  of  havnig  -een  freshly 
covered  by  ilie.  piling  of  woodi"  Have  the  houses  and 
lieoes-H'tej  been  c  retnlly  examined 

Proahbly  his  body  wa^  cut  up  iuto  small  p'eces  and 
placed  'n  h  stout  uag  and  thrown  info  the  river  from 
Oragie'd  Bidge,  and  I  would  rfcomineiu  ii\>-  firing  of 
cannon  Ironi  some  of  tlie^e  bridges  and  various  parts  cf 
the  haibo'  «nci  river,  n  order  to  cjuse  the  ody  o  rise 
to  the  sarfHCe  of  'he  water.  This  I  think  would  be  the 
last  resource;  and  it  should  be  done  etf^-.tually,  and  I 
lecommend  ihjt  ihe  .  elUrs  of  the  houoes  in  East 
Cambridge  be  examined. 

Youra  respectfully 

CIVIS 

Post-marked  Boston,  Nov.  25.  Directed  to 
Franciis  Tukey,  City  Marshal.  The  envelope 
also  contained  the  name  of  Francis  Tukiy,  in- 
side. 

[Verbatim  Copy.] 

Db*k  Sir  :— You  will  fisd  Dr.  Parkman  murdered 
on  Brooklyn  Heights.  Youra  truly, 

Captain  of  the  Dart. 

The  fi^llowing  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  letter 
deposited  in  the  Cambiidge  post  office,  and 
brought  by  Mr.  Kingsley,  Postmaster,  to  M.ij*- 
shal  Tukey  : — 

|[  Verbatim  Copy  J 

Dr.  Parkman  was  took 
on  boa  d  the  ship  herculan'im 
and  this  is  al,  I  dare  to  say 
or  I  -hall  be  kiild — 
Est  CaniUridge — one  of 

a — men 
Giv  me  his  Watch 
but  I  was  f^'ard  to 
kep  i  ,  and  throwed 
it  m  the  waf^r  right  side 
th'  road  to  the 
}'  'ng  tiriijge  to 
B^stJa 

63d  wititess.  Da.  Fisher  1\1.  B-swokth 
called  Am  a  re'-idfint  of  G-rart<in,  VVorcester 
county;  knew  Dr.  George  Parkman,  and  am  ac- 
quainted with  Professor  Wet)ster;  I  attended 
lecture.3  at  the  medical  college  in  1849;  was  in 
Boston  on  Friday,  the  231  Novenit)er,  1849 
went  to  the  medical  college  to  meet  a  student 
went  I  here  at  half-past  one  or  two  o'clock 
I  went  into  the  College  from  the  east  side,  and 
found  that  the  lectures  were  going  on  at  the 
time,  and  not  desiring  to  disturb  ihem,  turned 
round  to  come  out,  and  saw  Dr  Farkman  coming 
up  the  stairs  to.wards  the  Laboratories;  1  recog- 
nized him  and  fjassed  out  of  the  College,  up  to 
Court  street;  at  3  o'clock,  P  iVI  1  returned  to 
the  College  to  see  the  student  named  Cotfran 
I  met  Mr  Littlefield  at  the  door,  and  asked  if  he 
knew  a  student  by  the  name  of  Coffran;  he  said 
he  wr.3  in  the  dissecting  room;  I  lold  him  to 
go  and  call  him;  he,  Liillelield,  replied  ihai  he 
was  busy  himstlf,  ar.d   that  as  I  knew  where 
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the  dissecting  room  was,  could  go  up  mystlf; 
went  up  and  saw  C;did  some  liusiness  with  him. 
Afterwards  left  the  College,  went  to  South  Bos- 
ton, aiid  stopped  at  the  lioi^se  of  my  brother-in- 
law,  Rev.  Mr.  Bos  worth  ;  1  v/ent  lo  the  College 
to  pay  Coffran  some  money  I  had  borrowed  of 
him  a  short  lime  before  ;  saw  an  account  «i  the 
disappearance  of  Dr.  Parkman,  the  nest  day, 
(Sa'.urdaj)  in  a  paper  I  purchased  at  the  Rail- 
road Depot,  where  I  was^ith  the  intention  of 
going  home  that  dayj  1  was  first  -warnerl  that 
my  attendance  was  required  here  as  a  wimess 
in  this  case,  yesterday  forenoja  at  11  c 'clock, 
while  at  Grafton. 

Cross-Examination  of    this  witness   declined. 

At  this  point  the  Attorney  General  arose  and 
said  that  the  prosecution  had  now  put  in  ail  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  which  the  Government 
had  been  able  to  procure,  and  he  proposed,  as 
prosecuting  officer,  to  rest  the  case  there,but  as 
it  was  possible  that  more  evidence  might  be 
procured  for  the  (Government,  he  would  claim 
the  indulgence  of  the  Court  to  be  allowed  to 
introduce  further  testimony  if  any  should  turn 
up. 

The  Court  here  adjourned  until  3^  o'clock. 

AFTBaNOON    SESSION. 

The  jury  came  in  at  23  minutes  past  3  o'clock 
and  the  Cuurt  followed. 

The  proceedings  were  commenced  by  E.  D. 
Sohier,  Esq.,  junior  counsel,  who  opened  the 
case  for  the  defence. 

Opening  argsiment  for  the  Defence 

Ma.  Sohier,  junior  counsel  for  ih-s  Defence, 
r-ose  and  said, 

May  it  please  your  Honors  and  Gentlemen  of 
ike  Jury — I  am  aware,  gentlemen,  that  it  is 
usual,  because  considered  imperative  in  a  case 
like  this,  for  counsel  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
jury  to  tire  situation  of  his  client,  to  comment, 
in  strong  language,  on  the  interests  he  holds  at 
stake,  but  I  shall  not  do  so,  and  I  cannot  do  so; 
and  it  I  permit  myself  to  wander  here,  in  re- 
gard to  the  accused  in  the  dock,  I  must  wander 
for  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
during  which  lime  Professor  Webster  was  a 
respected  lecturer  in  that  College,  for  an  cfTenc? 
in  which  he  now  stands  charged,  in  that  dock; 
and  in  which  college,  many  who  are  now  here 
present  received  their  education.  In  that  col- 
lege, to  which  for  so  long  a  period,  we  find  him 
struggling  for  his  wife  and  his  family,  shunning 
ihal  iniamv  which  attaches  to  that  very  dock, 
where  you  now  see  him — you  must  think  of  this, 
gentlemen,  and  wander  from  this,  and  in  follow- 
ing the  fjotsteps  of  the  el  iquent  counsel  who 
preceded  me  at  the  opposite  side,  we  are  to 
consider  that  we  are  all  led  to  the  discharge  of 
our  duties — our  relative  duties.  The  case  you 
have  to  try,  gen  lemen,  has  reference  to  rults  of 
law  an  I  evidence,  embracing  long  d^^tails  of  cir- 
cumstantial testimony.  We  are  all  here,  gen- 
tlemen, in  the  discharge  of  our  various  duties, 
as  officers  and  ministers  of  this  court,  to  discuss 
that  question,  wh-i.ch  has  for  months  agitated  ev- 
ery one  in  the  commun'ty,  and,  indeed,  every 
one  all  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
Gentlemen,  is  the  life  ofProfessor  Webster  for- 
feited  by    the  laws  of  his  country,  upon   the 


ground  that  he  is  proved  here  beyond  all  reas- 
onable doubt,  to  have  committed  an  offence,  ihe 
most  altrocious  known  to  our  laws — a  duty 
which  devolves  on  you — on  the  court — onus  all 
— is,  to  enquire,  whether  Prolessor  Webster, 
while  in  the  bosom  of  his  happy  family,  where 
was  the  centre  of  his  homestead  holiest  devotion 
— the  object  of  his  holiest  annointed — on  his 
own  hearthstone  with  happy  faces  around  him, 
and  by  his  own  fire-side — that  whether  I  say, 
Mr.  Foreman,  his  aShes  would  blot  out  that  fire! 
To  decide  this  devolves  upon  you,  and  on  your 
oaths.  1  would^  ask,  ought  his  little  family  be  of- 
fered upas  an  atoning  sacrifice  here?  No,  unless 
you  yield  up  that  attrii.ule  which  all  of  us  rev- 
erence. We  sre  all  here,  and  we  cannot  err— - 
if  we  err  we  mu:^t  answer  for  it — to  a  scrutiniz- 
ing profession,  to  a  great  public.  Standing, 
thereforp,  in  that  [  osition  in  which  we  are 
placed,  in  eiamining  a  great  question,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  stand  ill  no  antagonistic:  position 
towards  each  other.  It  is  your  duty  and  youi 
right,  gen  ieraan,  to  see  that  this  defend- 
ant is  allowed  everything  that  earn  be 
urged  in  his  defence  ;  and  that 
right  in  his  regard,  iv  is  your  duty  to  discharge 
—in  the  words  of  your  oaths.  You  will  cdu- 
sider  that  you  have  not  only  this  defendant  in 
charge  but  I  may  add  his  family  ;  and  kt  r  . 
address  vou,  thtrifore,  and  asK  you  in  the  name 
of  this  defendant,  who  has  cveryihing  at  slake, 
that  in  examining  your  minds  you  will  deal 
with  his  case  with  a  strong,  firm  and  bicra 
determinaiion  to  eradicate  every  shape  ot  bias  or 
prejudice.  You  will  remember,  gentlemen,  that 
before  you  look  oath  (f  ofJiee,  ihaiyou  were 
insensildeto  bias;  but  can  you  say  so  now,  alttr 
the  long  week  we  have  passed  over  in  anxious 
and  scruiiaizing  investigation.  What  safety 
would  ihf  re  be  to  any  one  unless  the  mind  was 
left  insensibe  t.>  prejudice?  Prejudice  in  the 
mind  of  man,  always  blinding  his  discerning 
qualities,  di  carding  his  power,and  bliudiiig  his 
judgment.  There  is  no  case  in  which  a  man  is  not 
sensible  of  prejudice;  no  man  can  say  he  was 
ever  free  froni  prejudice,  and  if  prejudice  exists 
in  a  single  mind  there  is  no  safety.  Prejudice 
is  blind;  it  is  contageous;  it  is  communicated 
by  the  eye;  and  in  speaking  here  between  man 
and  mun,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  there  is 
any  man  in  your  panel  untainted  by  prejudice. 
Are  we  supposed  to  have  fo:goten  the 
great  excitement  that  prevailed  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  whsn  it  was  rumored  that 
George  Paikman  was  murdered  7  Crowds 
were  congregated  in  the  streets,  at  the  corners, 
and  at  the  doors  of  the  churches,  all  express- 
ing their  indignation  against  Professor  Webster, 
when  it  was  rumored  that  his  remans  were 
found  in  his  College,  and  even  aniongsl  someof 
the  students  in  that  College  the  eycitemeni  pie- 
vailed.  Then  are  we  to  say  that  there  was  no 
prejudice  against  Professor  Websier?  There- 
fore it  is  that  I  would  ask  you  to 
examine  his  t^ide  of  the  case,  and  to  examine  all 
the  details  and  iha  circumslances  o!  his  defence. 
First,  I  hen.  I  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  de- 
finition as  relates  to  the  lavv,  and  second  to  the 
application  in  which  ihal  definition  staiids  con- 
nected with  the  lawj  and  nest,  1  shall  call  your 
attention  to  the  nature  of  the  case  against  him 
aspnsentedby  the  Government,  and  i he  rules 
of  law  applicrible  to  it  in  introducing  it;  there 
foie,  it  is,  ih^t  I  shall  call  your  atteniion  to  the 
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facts  that  we  mean  to  prove;  which  facts,  taken 
iQ  connexion  with  the  Government's  evidence, 
you  are  to  pass  upon.  First,  as  to  the  rule  of 
law;  the  offeace  charged  here  generally,  is  mur- 
der— the  murder  of  George  Parkraan,  deceased. 
I  wish  to  explain  the  lules  of  law,  defining  the 
character  of  murder;  murder  is  a  definition  of 
homicide,  the  word  homicide  extending  to  the 
killing  of  a  human  being  Homicide  means  that 
which  ia  crimirial  and  therefore  punishal  le. 
Now,  as  this  indictment  charges  Professor 
Vyebster,  with  both  murder  and  manslaughter, 
it  is  his  righ!,  as  it  is  the  right  of  every  man  so 
charged,  to  get  at  the  rules  of  law  that  apply  to 
this  ofTence.  In  making  this  enquiry,  we  have 
first  to  see,  what  is  murder?  and  next,  what  is 
manslaughter?  Murder  is  the  k.iling  of  any 
person  with  malice  aforethought ;  a«d  cniess 
yoo  have  an  accurate  idta  of  v.'hat  malice  is, 
it  will  be  right  for  me  to  tell  you  that 
tbere  is  malice  of  two  kinds.  First 
express  ma'ice,  and  second  malice  implied, 
which  means  a  wicked,  dangerous  disposition. 
Express  malice,  aa  defined  in  the  books,  is 
"where  a  man  kills  another,  when  he  is  lying  in 
wait  for  him."  But  we  come  next  to  what  is 
called  "implied  malice."  The  law  has  adopted 
certain  acts,  which  it  expresses  to  bo  the  evi- 
der  ce  of  legal  malice,  and  we  are  to  know  what 
that  malice  is,  by  seeing  what  these  acts  are. 
What  are  the  acts  by  which  the  law  would  im- 
ply this  malice  ?  "Malice  is  implied  by  law, 
means  an  hidden  act,and,  therefore,  where  a  man 
under  this,  kills  another,  the  law  will  imply 
malice,  as  in  a  case  where  a  man  kills  another 
under  considerable  provocation,  it  is  looked 
upon  as  a  deliberate,  cruel  act."  This  is  the 
true  definition  of  malice  in  law,  hut  maiislangh- 
ter  is  not  considered  a  "crnel  act;"  it  is  done 
nthe  heat  of  blood,  and  not  without  provoca- 
tion, and  therefore  it  differs  from  murder. 
The  law  says  "that  whenever  murder  is  com- 
mitted in  the  heat  of  blood,  it  shall  be  man- 
slaughter ;"  and,  therefore,  what  I  distinctly 
point  out  to  you  is,  that  this  is  the  very  narrow 
line,  at  which  life  is  at  the  one  side,  and  the 
other  death — life  that  is  radient  with  hope,  and 
therefore,  never  to  be  lost  sight  of.  One  act, 
that  of  murder,  is  "deliberate  and  cruel;" 
the  otier  is  under  "just  and  reason- 
able provocation.  Counsel  here,  again  read 
from  East's  Reports,  and  other  law  authorities, 
the  definition  of  murder  contradistinguished 
from  manslaughter,  and  went  on  to  cite  some 
law  c.ises  in  support  of  his  position.  The  case 
of  WfiiUcy  and  Lewlns,  Rep.  p  33,  and  oth- 
ers, and  went  on  to  aa) — Professor  Webster 
stands  charged  here,  gentlemen,  with  murder 
first,  and  next  with  manslaughter. — 
Then  if  he  committed  roanslaughier  he 
must  have  received  a  provocation,  and  when 
again  he  is  charged  with  the  murder  of  Dr.Park- 
man,  it  m«st  be  shown  that  he  killed  without 
provocation.  Hence,  gentlemen,  you  see  the 
necessity  of  the  Government  proving  the  "mal- 
ice" here.  If  there  was  malice,  thej  are  able 
to  prove  it,  and  in  order  to  consider  the  next 
part  of  the  case,  they  are  bound  to  show 
that  he  was  killed  in  a  cruel  manner. 
Then  again  when  they  speak  of  the 
manslaughter  of  George  Parkman  they  admit  it 
must  be  in  the  heat  of  blood  and  was  caused 
.  by  provocation.    Then  finding  the  rule  of  law 


applicable  to  the  Crime  charged,  and  tha;t  shall 
bear  upon  it,  the  question  arises,  what  are  the 
particulars?  It  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence, 
I  would  also  add,  how  many  crimes  a  man  has 
committed,  when  undercharge  for  a  paitictilsr 
offence,  he  can  only  be  held  before  a  jury  upon 
that  particular  offence  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment. This  is  a  rule  of  law,  and  if  it  were 
once  broken  in  upon,  the  safety  of  oar  citizens 
would  have  eo  security,  and  no  man's  life 
would  be  safe,  The  offenos  upon  which 
he  itands  charged  should  be  distinctly 
set  forth  m  his  indictment;  and  therefore 
it  is,  that  we  are  provided  for  here  in  the  "Bill 
of  Rights"'  that  all  charges  shall  set  forth 
"fully,  plainly,  subitantially  and  particularly," 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  crime  upoQ 
which  the  accused  stands  arratgned.  it  is 
essential  then  that  we  should  examine  this 
indictment,  and  see  if  the  charge  here 
E3  "felly,  fairly  and  substantially  set 
forth."  This  indictment  sets  forth  four 
counts — First,  the  allegation  that  the  prisoner. 
Professor  Webster,  killed  Ur.  Parkman  by  stab- 
bing him  with  a  knife — Second,  that  he  killed 
him  by  striking  him  with  a  hammer — Third, 
that  he  killed  him  with  his  fists  and  his  feet, 
and  by  striking  him  against  the  Aoit;  and  fourth, 
that  he  killed  him  in  same  way  and  manner, 
and  by  some  means,  instruments  and  weapons 
to  the  Grand  Jury  unknown.  Now  I  must 
ask  your  attention  to  the  rules  of  law 
applicable  to  this  indictment,  and  first  as  to  the 
three  first  counts.  In  any  indictment,  it  is  an 
imperative  rule  that  the  means  of  death  should 
be  accurately  described;  that  is,  when  they 
state  the  means  of  death,  that  they  must  prove 
it.  We  must  understand  that  there  are  means 
of  death,  distinct  from  each  other.  One  class 
is,  for  instance,  "striking  with  a  weapon." 
Another  class  is  "striking  against  an 
object."  And  there  are  variotss  othera, 
such  as  poisoning,  strangling,  starving,  and 
such  like  modes  of  procuring  death.  Now, 
whatever  of  those  means  the  Government  adopt, 
they  are  bound  to  prove  by  evidence.  It  is  not 
necessajy  that  a  particular  weapon  should  be 
produced  in  order  to  prove  the  character  of  the 
offence.  The  Government  have  charged  the 
defendant  here  with  having  produced  death  by 
striking  with  a  knife.  They  are  therefore 
bound  to  prove  the  means  by  which 
death  was  so  produced.  If  they  charg- 
ed Professor  Webster  with  having  pro- 
duced death  by  Striking  with  a  knife,  and  that 
it  should  turn  out  that  it  was  by  striking  with 
a  hammer,  the  indictment  is  not  sustained. 

[Couns.  1  here  cited  further  authority  in  sup- 
port of  his  position,  and  referred  to  Halu's  P\e<i3 
of  the  Crown  p.  184  first  American  edition  ; 
dilso  Hawkins,  2nd  book,  section  84 ,  CAiWy's 
Criminal  Lata,  page  734  ;  Russell  on  Crimes, 
first  American  edition,  p.  677  ;  Moodyy  Crown 
Cases;  3d  Hill,  and  other  authorities,  from 
which  he  read  copious  extracts  in  support  of  his 
position  ;  afier  which  he  went  on  to  sayj : — 

Nowl  Bul?mit,  that  in  as  far  as  the  last  count 
is  in  question,  it  is  important.  In  regard  to  the 
first  count,  which  states  that  death  was  produced 
by  striking  with  blows.  I  would  ask,  has  the 
Government  "beyond  a  reasonable  doubt"  that 
Professor  Webster  killed  Dr.  Parkman,  by  strik- 
ing him  with  a  weapon,  and  if  so,  they  fail  upon 
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their  own  proof,  and  if  the  jury  are  left  any 
room  for  doubt,  they  are  hound  to  acquit  the 
prisoner,  because  it  is  right  to  have  proof  upon 
the  allegations  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt. 
If  they  fail  to  have  proof  upon  that,  then  there  is 
an  end  to  this  case  and  you  are  bound  to  ac- 
quit. The  government  may  charge  in  different 
ways,  but  if  they  fail  in  one,  ihey  fail  in  all,  un- 
less they  can  in'roduce  proof  beyond  reasonable 
doubt  that  this  offence  was  committed  by  Prot. 
Webster.  They  must  prove  that  Professor  Web- 
ster killed  Dr.  Parkman  beyond  "  reasonable 
doubt,"  this  you  must  be  fully  satisfied  upon.  1 
am  perfectly  aware  that  in  this  "  reason 
able  doubt"  the  law  accords  something 
of  privilege  to  the  defendant.  You  will  bear  in 
mind  that  there  are  different  systenris  of  laws. 
Now  look  to  this  UQiversal  system— you  take  a 
raan  from  his  faniily,  you  lock  him  up  in  a  jail, 
and  while  his  mind  is  agitated,  and  in  this 
way  he  is  told  to  prepare  lor  his  defence.  He 
is  aext  brought  before  the  Coroner's  Juiry, 
where  he  is  not  present;  next  before  th-? 
Grand  Jury,  where  he  is  not  present — and  then 
placed  on  trial  with  his  mouth  shut  and  kept 
close.  The  witnesses  in  many  instances  are 
malicious — in  many  cases  seek  for  rewards—  in 
many  instances  swear  falsely,  to  endeavor  to 
stave  off  crimes  from  themselves.  Now  in  this 
case  what  chance  would  an  innocent  man  ha^e, 
unless  we  had  those  "checks  and  balances"  in 
our  criminal  jurisprudence  which  the  law 
judiciously  provides.  Persons  are  often  [mis- 
taken as  to  your  identity,  but  ihe  law  wisely 
says,  "better  that  one  hundred  guilty  men 
should  escape,  than  that  one  innocent  man 
should  suffer."  [Counsel  here  dwelt  fur- 
ther on  what  the  law  calls  "reasonable  riouSt," 
and  commented  ou  the  character  of  the  testi- 
mony which  he  requires  to  susjai'i  his  position, 
citing  1st  Starkic,  p.  447,  WiWs,  p  187, 
and  other  law  authorities.]  Afi.er  which, 
he  went  on  to  say  that  rules  were  estab- 
lished for  the  sobriety  of  the  citizens,  and  in  re- 
lation to  the  murder  of  Dr.  Parkman,  how  could 
they  undertake  to  prove  that  the  murder  took 
place  in  the  Medical  College?  It  is  alleged 
that  he  never  came  out  of  it,  and  that  Professor 
Webster  destroyed  him  by  violence.  Why  ? 
Because  they  allege  no  one  ever  saw 
him  come  out  of  the  College.  Now 
I  will  show  that  if  we  break  one  link  of  their 
chain  we  break  all.  They  show  the  proof  of 
identity  by  referring  to  certain  marks,  in  rela- 
tion to  teeth,  which  were  found  in  the  college; 
but  every  circumstance  must  be  proved  beyond 
a  reasonable  doubt.  Counsel  here  contended, 
that  if  any  donbts  existed,  they  should  be  enter- 
tained in  favor  of  the  innocence  of  Dr.  Webster, 
and  concluded  by  passing  a  high  encomium 
upon  the  character  of  Dr.  Webster,  whose 
habits  and  general  conduct  were  deemed  worthy 
of"  the  position  he  occupied  in  eocieiy.  Afier 
adverting  to  the  interview  had  .between  his 
client  (Dr.  Webster)  in  the  college,  after  which 
he  said  they  separated,  and  the  prisoner  went 
home,  and  stating  that  they  would  introduce 
testimony  to  prove  that  Dr.  Parkman  was  seen 
after  he  left  the  college  on^'the  23d  November, 
1849,  he  concluded. 

EVIDENCE   FOB   THF   DEFEKCE, 

The  defence  now  proceeded  to  call  lestimocy 
in  its  own  behalf. 


1st  witness— Joseph  T.  Buckingham  called 
Have  known  Prof.  Webster  lor  3o  years;  have 
lived  near  him  in  Cambridge  for  seventeen 
years;  never  knew  iiiui  lo  ue  guuiy  of  any  act 
of  violence  or  cruelty. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

2d  witness  — Hon  J.  G  PAt-Fntv  called  I 
weut  to  live  in  Cambridge  in  1821,  and  lived 
near  Prof.  VVebsier  eigtit  years;  have  known 
him  since  that  time;  he  was  a  man  of  some 
temper  bua  of  a  good  heart. 

Cross-examinaiioii  of  this  witness  declined. 

3d  witness— John  H.  Blake,  called.  I  have 
known  Professor  Webster  for  twtnty-five  years; 
was  in  his  Laboratory  during  the  lirst  year  of 
my  acquaintance  with  him;  he  was  esteemed 
as  a  man  of  good  feeling  and  principle  ;  never 
heard  any  act  of  violence  or  cruelty  imputed  to 
him. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

4th  witness.  Prof.  Jakes  Walker,  cf 
Cambridge,  called.  Have  known  Prof.  Web- 
ster since  I  resided  in  Camliridge;  never  heard 
any  act  of  violence  or  cruelly  imputed  lo  him. 

Crtiss-examination  of  this  witness  declified. 

5th  witness.  Francis  Bcwen  called.  Hdve 
known  Prof  Webster  20  years;  he  has  the  rep- 
utation of  being  a  timid,  but  hasty  and  irritable 
maa;  never  heard  any  act  of  cruelty  or  violence 
imputed  to  him. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

6th  witness — Joseph  Loverino  called.  Hdve 
known  the  accused  20  years;  always  been  es- 
teemed as  a  man  of  principle;  never  knew  any 
act  of  violence  or  cruel;y  imputed  to  him. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witiess  declined. 

7th  witness —Geo.  P.  Sanger  called.  I  re-. 
side  in  Charlestown;  have  known  Prt.f  Webster 
12  years;  he  is  universally  esteemed  as  a  good 
man;  never  knew  any  act  of  cruelty  or  violence 
imputed  to  him. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

8ih  witness — Rev.  Dr.  Converse  Francis, 
called  Have  known  Prof.  Webster  eight  years; 
never  heard  anything  against  the  Professor; 
never  hfard  apy  act  of  violence  or  cruelty  im- 
puted to  him.  Cross  examination  of  the  witness 
declined. 

9th  witness — Abel  Willard,  cnWcd.    Have, 
known  Prof.  Webster  several  years;  am  45  years 
old;  the  reputaiion  of  Professor  Wehsier  has  al- 
ways been  good.    Cross  examination  of  the  wit 
ness  declined. 

lOth  witness.     John  Chamberlain,  called. 

I  reside  in ;    have  known   Prof.    Webster 

20  years;  he  has  always  had  a  high  reputation 
as  h  peaceable,  humane,  and  good  man.  Nevtr 
heard  any  acts  of  violence  or  cruelty  imputed  to 
him. 

Cross  Examination  o*"  this   witness  declined. 

llthwiinrss.  JoBL  Giles,  Esq..,  called  and 
sicom.  Am  a  lawyer  by  profession;  have 
known  Professor  Webster  since  1835;  he  has 
always  borne  the  reautation  of  being  a  good  and 
humane  man;  never  heard  any  aets  ol  cruelty 
impu'ed  to  him. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

12th  witness — Wm.  Hastings  called,  I  re- 
side in  Medford;  have  been  a  merchant;  known 
Professor  Webster  since  1825;  lived  in  Cam- 
bridge at  that  time;  sold  him  som>e  land  in  Cam- 
bridge in  1834;  never  heard  of  any  act  of  cruel- 
ty or  violence  imputed  to  him. 
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Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

13th  witness — John  R.  Fulton,  caUed.  Re- 
side in  Cambridge;  am  a  painter  by  occupation; 
have  known  Professor  Webster  for  14  years;  he 
has  alvvays  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  quiet, 
peaceable,  and  humane  man;  never  heard  any 
act  of  violence  or  cruelty  imputed  to  him. 

Cross -exainined  Never  saw  him  commit  any 
act  of  cruelty  or  inhuminity  ;  riever  heard  that 
he  was  a  petulant  and  irritable  man  ;  I  remem- 
ber the  decoration  of  the  Hall  in  Cambridge, 
and  of  Prof.  Webster  being  ordered  lo  desist, 
did  not  see  him  manifist  any  irritation  on  that 
occasioi  ;  never  heard  that  he  did  so. 

14th  witness.  James  B.  Greene  called.  I 
reside  in  Camhridgf;  am  acquainted  with  Prof. 
Webster;  have  known  him  for  15  or  20  yeans; 
he  has  the  repitation  ol  being  a  raan  of  princi- 
ple and  goodoe-s,  as  far  as  I  know  him. 

Cioss-exarainaiion  of  this  witness  declined. 

IS'.h    witness       Hallett,    called  and 

suorn.  I  resided  in  Cambridge  25  years— has 
knov/n  Professor  Webster  several  years — never 
knew  any  act  of  violence  or  cruelty  lo  him  im 
puted  to  him. 

C'ross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

16ih  witness.  Daniel  Trea  well,  called. 
Reside  in  Cambridge;  have  known  Proi.  Web- 
ster many  yaars — his  reputation  has  always 
been  that  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  man — some- 
what irritable  but  still  humane  and  harmless. 

The  '  onrt  here  adjourned  until  9  o'clock,  A. 
M.  to  raorrjw. 

NINTH  DAY. 

Thursday,  March  28. 

The  jury  cime  in  at  five  minutes  before  9 
o'clock,  and  the  Court  followed  at  five  minutes 
J  ast  9  o'clock.     The  proceedings  commenced. 

17th  witness.  Nath'l  Bowditch  sicorn. 
Reside  in  Bostun;  have  known  Professor  Web- 
ster for  7  years;  never  heard  anything  against 
his  iieiijgofa  humane  and  quiet  disposition;  he 
has  the  reijutation  of  being  an  irritable  man, 
but  nevertheless  a  kind  one. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

l8th  witness.  J.  B.  Hayes,  swoo-n.  Have 
known  Professor  Webster  several  years;  he  has 
the  repuaiioQ  of  being  a  kind  and  humane  man, 
he  is  nervous  but  not  a  passionate  raan. 

Cross  examination  of  this  w  tne-s  declined. 

19th  witness.  James  Cavanaigh,  sworn. 
1  reside  in  Worcester,  have  kn ov/n  the  prisoner 
In  eight  years,  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  a 
a  kint  aid  humatie  man,  so  newhat  hasty  but 
not  violent. 

Cros:>  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

SOih  witness.  Abrah.^m  Edwards,  (Uty 
Marshalftof  Cambridge,  sworn.  .1  reside  in  f.^am- 
bridge,  and  have  known  the  prisoner  several 
years;  he  h        t''  tation    of  being  a   kind 

and  humane  lua. 

Cross  Examinal'         1  this   witness   declined. 

2lst  witness.  Pblbg  Chandleh,  Esq.., 
sxDorn.  Have  known  Prof.  Webster  about  12 
years;  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  good  and 
humane  man;  he  is  deficient  in  energy  of  char- 
acter, and  somewhat  irritable. 

Cross-Examin^ition  of  this   witness  declined. 

22d  witness — D.'.  Morrill  Wvman,  svjorn. 
H  ive  known  Prof.  Webster  for  12  years;  he  has 
the  reputation  of  being  a  kind  and  humane  man. 

Cross-e.Kaiuination  of  this  witness  declined. 


23d  witness — Jared  Sparks,  (President  of 
Harvard  College)  sworn.  Have  known  Prof. 
Webster  about  12  years;  he  had  the  reputation 
of  being  a  kind  and  humane  man  before  his  ar- 
rest. 

Cross  examined.  Since  his  airest  have  heard, 
various  rumors  which  1  did  not  credit — of  his 
bsing  a  passionate  man. 

24ih  witness — Chables  O.  Eaton  sworn. 
I  reside  in  Boston;  have  known  Prof.  Webster 
for  three  years;  am  a  sig'n  and  ornamental 
painter;  have  done  a  good  deal  of  work  lor 
Prof.  VVebster  during  his  lectures;  Prof.  Web- 
ster always  told  me  when  i  wanted  to  get  into 
his  Laboratory  to  come  round  to  his  private 
room  door;  have  oiten  been  there  and  found  all 
the  doo:s  locked  while  Professor  Webstes  was 
in,  know  that  he  was  in  because  the  doors  were 
boiled  o.-i  the  inside,  and  besides,  Mr. 
Littlefield,  the  janitor,  told  ni;e  he  was  in; 
I  was  at  the  College  to  see  Professor  VVebster 
on  the  12th  of  November  1849;  was  told  by  the 
janitor  that  I  could'nt  see  Prof.  Webster,  be- 
cause he  was  busily  engaged;  showed  him  a  let- 
ter from  Prof.  W.,  and  was  let  in;  found  all  the 
doors  of  the  laboratory  locked. 

Cross-examined.  Was  at  the  college  in  the 
summer  of  1849;  used  to  paint  diagrams  for  Prof. 
VVebster;  don't  know  what  time  the  lectures 
end  m  the  summer;  used  to  prepare  diagrams 
during  the  summer  for  the  fall  course  of  lec- 
tures; was  an  apprentice  to  T.  C.  Savary;  have 
been  in  business  for  myself  since  October  1848; 
went  oftner  to  work  for  Prof.  VVebster  while  I 
was  an  apprentice  than  while  1  was  in  business; 
for  myself;  have  been  in  the  college  sometimes 
as  often  as  three  or  four  times  a  week;  don't 
remember  of  seeing  a  notice  in  the  janitor's  boi 
concernmg  the  commencement  of  the  lectures; 
don't  know  precisely  at  what  time  during  the 
summer  or  spring  the  lectures  terminated;  think 
that  I  went  to  the  college  in  the  summer  sea- 
son because  Isnw  the  windows  down;  I  went  to 
the  college  in  summer  to  get  my  money;  col- 
lected one  bill  in  June  and  one  in  July;  bad  or- 
ders for  work  during  the  course  of  lectures  be- 
ginning in  JNovember  last,  which  orders  has  not 
been  filled. 

Direct  resumed.  Don't  know,  except  by  the 
painting  of  tne  diagrams,  at  what  time  the  lec- 
tures commenced  or  ended. 

2olh  witness.  Robert  C.  Apthorp  sworn. 
Reside  in  Bo^toti;  have  been  intimately  acquaiti- 
ted  with  Prof  Welisie-  for  6  y -ars;  his  reputa- 
tion is  good  as  a  kiiid  and  humane  man. 

Cross-exaniiuation  of  this  witness  declined. 

26lh  witness.  Samuel  S.  Gkeene  sworn. 
Have  resided  in  Cambrid2;e  40  years;  on  Satur- 
day, the  24th  November,  1849,  1  told  the  City 
Marshal  that  the  toll-man  hsd  seen  Dri 
Parkman  pass  the  oflice  laie  on  Friday 
afternoon.  I  was  at  the  toll  house 
on  Sunday  evening,  when  Littlefield,  the  janitor 
came  over  there;  1  und:'rstood  him  to  say  that 
Prof  W.  had  paid  Dr.  Pa.kman  g-lTO  on  the 
afternoon  of  his  disappearance;  understood  Lit- 
tlefield to  say  that  he  saw  Dr  Parkman  go  out 
of  the  College  on  the  Friday  abernoun;  1  was 
silting  back  in  my  chair  at  the  lime. 

Cross-Examined.  1  think  Mr  Edward  Whit- 
ing was  present  during  tba  conveisation  of  Lit- 
tlefield; there  was  also  a  man  who  lorik^d  like 
a     p&liceman  ;     I    understood    Littlefield    to 
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SiV  that  he  siw  the  money  paid  to  Dr 
Parkman;  and  that  it  was  5430;  I  inade  a  mis- 
take in  saying  S470  ;  don't  know  whr-iheril  was 
Litiitfield  or  no),  who  was  at  the  toll  house  on 
Sunday  ;  the  man  who  carried  on  ihe  couversa- 
!ion  said  he  was  connected  with  the  insliiutioii; 
dou'i  rem'  mher  where  he  saw  the  money  paid  ; 
I  Mlppo:^ed  ihat  he  must  have  seen  the  money 
paid  in  the  College ;  didn't  understand  Liitle- 
fi  !  1  to  say  thai.  Professor  Webster  had  to!d  him 
teat  he  [W.J  had  paid  him  [Patkman]  S4S0. 

27lh  witness — Judge  S,  P.  P  Fay,  sicom. 
I  reiide  in  Cambridge  ,  have  known  the  priso- 
ner for  15  years  ;  hR  has  always  sustained  ihe 
repntaiion  of  being  a  kind  and  humane  man; 
never  heard  anything  against  him  before  his 
arrest ;  he  is  a  vsry  nervous  man  ;  I  rerriemlier 
the  day  of  Dr.  Parkmaii's  disappearance  ;  I  saw 
Professor  ^Aebster  on  thf  evening  of  Friday  the 
23d  of  November  1 849,  at  about  9  o'clock,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Treadwellin  Cambridge,  where  1 
had  called  in  ;  I  noticed  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
behavior  of  Prof.  Webster  on  tliat  occasion;  the 
coaversaiion  turned  upon  scientific  subjects  ; 
think  that  Dr.  iWorrill  Wyman  was  there  ;  saw 
Professor  W  hxr -t  two  or  three  times  during 
the  next  week  ;  was  there,  1  thii.k,  on  Sunday 
evening  to  inquire  for  news  of  Dr.  Parkman;  as 
the  Professor  wa5  much  in  the  city  1  supposed 
he  wou'd  have  al!  tlie  i  fws  on  the  sut  ji  ct  cf 
the  disap|iearance  of  Dr.  Parkman.  1  spent 
three  or  four  hours  al  Professor  Webster's  house 
on  the  Monday  evenin?  next  succeeding  the 
disappearance  of  ^r  Fai^rian  snd  ?Kas  isivited 
to  si  down  and  j  Jay  whist  with  Professor  Web- 
s'er  and  his  wi(e  and  daugtiter  which  1 
did.  1      was      at      Professor       Wetstpr's 

house  on  two  evpnings  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day, or  Monday  and  Tuesday,  don't  recollect 
exactly  which 

Cross-expmination  of  this  witnes';  declined. 

28th  wi  nessi — Joseph  Kiddee,  swotu.  Am 
a  drugffisi  in  Court  street;  am  acquainted  with 
Prof  Webster;  remember  d  st  ncily  the  day  of 
the  disapiea  ance  of  Dr.  Parkman;  Prof.  Web- 
ster called  at  my  shop  a  little  before  5  o'clock 
on  that  afternnon;  it  was  before  lamp  light. 

Cross  examined  He  came  to  purchase  a 
box  or  (6  b:.tihs)  of  cologne;  he  staid  b.t  a  few 
moments;  be  took  the  box  away  with  him;  I 
have  referred  to  the  bill  of  sale  of  the  cologne, 
and  find  it  dated  23d  November,  1849. 

29th  witness — Mabv  Ann  Webster  (daujh- 
ter  of  the  accused)  sworn  Am  daughter  of 
the  prisoner;  have  endeavored  to  call  to  mind 
the  conduct  of  my  father  during  the  week  be- 
fore his  arrest;  on  Friday,  the  23d  of  November 
my  father  came  hora^  about  five  minutes  before 
six  o'clock,  P  IVl  ;  he  drank  tea  at  home,  and 
remained  at  home  until  8  o'clock,  and  then 
went  to  a  neighbor's  house  with  us,  where 
we  remained  until  past  12  o'clock;  I  mean  by 
us  my  sister  and  mother ;  my  father  and  mother 
did  not  go  into  the  neighbors  house  but  went  of! 
together;  my  sisters  and  myself  returned  to  the 
house  at  halfpast  12  o'clock  at  night;  my  father 
came  to  the  door  and  let  us  in;  he  went  up  to 
bed  at  1  o'clock.  I  saw  my  father  on  Saurday 
the  day  after  the  disppearance  of  Dr.  Parkman; 
he  took  dinner  at  homa  that  day  ;  I  was  not  at 
home  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  but  came 
hora»3  to  tea  and  saw  my  father  there  ; 
he       was      at      home      all      that      evening  ; 


we  passed  it  in  reading  together;  he  read  to  me. 
The  first  time  I  saw  my  lather  on  the  succeed- 
itrg  da\,  (Sunday)  was  at  church  in  the  College 
Chapel;  he  attended  rhurch  the  whole  of  the 
forenoon;  we  had  dinner  that  day  earlier  than 
usual,  in  order  that  my  f^ither  might  go  to  Bos- 
ton; he  said  he  was  goiiig  into  the  city  to  in- 
form the  Purkmari  family  that  he  had  paid  Dr 
Parkman  s  me  money  on  the  day  of  the  Doc- 
tor's disappearance.  Don't  recollect  whether 
I  saw  him  again  on  that  d.iy.  My  father  came 
homejusi  ai  dinner  time  on  Monday  af- 
ternoon— he  was  not  at  !iome  in  the 
whole  afternoon.  I  was  not  at  home  likewise 
during  the  whole  of  the  afternoon;  my  lather 
cam:;  home  just  at  tea  liii^e  on  that  evening;  and 
remained  at  home;  I  went  to  bed  thai  evening 
at  10  o'clock,  an  i  when  I  went  lo  bed  my  father 
was  still  at  home;  or.  Tuesday  my  fai'H^r  was  at 
home  at  dinner,  and  also  at  tea,  and  remained 
at  himi^  during  the  evening;  we  had  a  whist  par- 
ty,(and  there  was  a  fire  in  the  direction  of  Por- 
ter's Hotel);  *e  played  whist  among  ourselves 
that  evening;  did  not  have  company;  my  father 
usually  breakfasts  at  home;  father  was  at  home 
on  Wednfsda),;  he  came  into  ihe  dining  room 
at  atiout  ll  o'clock  A.  M.,  where  I  was  reading 
a  book,  and  spoke  to  me  of  the  book  1  was  read- 
ing; he  went  out  into  the  garden  and  pruned 
the  grape  vines  andri.mained  uuiil  dinner  time; 
he  went  away  after  dinner  and  returned  at  20 
minaies  past  six  to  lea;  that  night  we  went  to 
Mrs.  Cuiinngham  s  to  a  party  and  d,d  not  re- 
turn until  hdlf-past  10  o'clock  P.  M  ;  I  left  my 
father  silling  up  when  I  retired  to  bed;j 
he  was  in  his  d  es.-ing  room  reading  a  paper; 
he  was  at  home  Thanksgiving  ddy(Tliursday)  all 
day  as  far  as  I  know;  he  spent  the  morning  in 
the  garden;  he  was  also  at  home  on  Friday  the 
30th  November;  he  was  at  home  at  dinner,  and 
all  the  evening  until  about  lO  o'clock.  I  have  a 
sister  married  at  Fayal;  we  keep  up  a  constant 
intercourse  and  I  keep  a  journal  of  events  to  in- 
form  my  sister  of^  in  corresj  ondence  My  fa- 
ther often  sends  things  to  Fayal,  such  as  plants, 
&c,;  they  are  sent  in  air  tight  boxes;  he  has 
flowers  often  sent  to  him  from  Fayal;  don't 
remember  whether  my  mother  was  preparing 
anything  to  send  to  Fayal  at  that  time. 

Cross  esamioation  of  this  witness  declined. 

30th  witness.  Harriet  P.  Webstur,  daugh- 
oft'ie  accused,  sworn.  1  saw  my  father  on 
Friday  evening  the  23d  of  November,  1849,  be- 
tween half  past  5  and  6  o'clock.  I  went  with 
my  sisters  to  a  party  at  Mr.  Treadwell's  and 
didn't  reiur-u  until  half-past  12  o\lock;  he  came 
to  the  door  and  let  us  in.  1  saw  him  at  home 
half  an  hour  afterwards,  he  went  up  to  bed  be- 
fore 1  did.  Saw  him  athome  on  Saturday  at  1 
o'clock,  he  spent  the  atlernoon  at  home;  he 
went  out  for  half  an  hour  and  leturned  with 
a  hook;  he  remained  at  home  a'l  that 
evening;  he  read  to  us  from  a  book  the  first  part 
of  the  evenicjg;  a  Miss  Hodges  was  at  the  house 
that  evening;  don't  remember  seeing  him  at 
breakfa-t  on  Sunday,  he  whs  at  church  with  us 
in  the  forenoon;  he  wtnt  to  Boston  in  the  af- 
ternoon; think  I  retired  at  10  o'clock  on 
that  ev-niiig;  1  left  my  father  still  up. 
saw  my  father  again  on  INIonday  at  tea  time; 
there  was  some  company  at  the  house  on  that 
evening;  1  retired  very  early  in  the  evening  and 
my  father  was  still  sitting  up5  on  Tuesday  1  saw 
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him  at  tea  time,  and  he  spent  the  evening  at 
home  reading;  saw  him  at  breakfast  Wednesday, 
and  at  tea;  in  the  evening  he  went  with  my  sis- 
ters to  Mrs  Cunningham's  party  in  Boston;  1 
had  retired  before  they  came  home  and  did  not 
Bee  my  father  till  next  day,  Thursday,  Thanks-' 
giving  day;  he  remained  at  home  all  the  day  ; 
on  Friday,  the  SOth  November,  my  father  was 
at  home  at  breakfast,  tea  and  during  the  great- 
er part  of  the  evening  ;  on  the  day  after  his  ar- 
rest a  number  of  artii  les  were  sent  out  from  the 
Laboratory  to  Cambridge  ;  there  was  a  cap, 
pair  of  overalls,  pair  of  pantaloons  and  coat. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

[Here  a  recess  was  granted  to  the  jury.] 

3Ist  witness---ANN  Finnigan,  called.  Live 
in  the  family  of  Professor  Webster;  went  there 
on  the  16th  of  Nevember  1849;  he  breakfasted 
at  that  time  at  from  half  past  7  to  8  o'clock;  he 
dmed  at  two  o'clock;  on  Wednesday  the  28' h  of 
November  he  breakfasted  earlier  than  usual, 
and  came  home  at  12  o'l'lock;  I  thought  it  was 
two  o'clock  on  seeing  him  come  in  and  so  looked 
at  the  clock  and  found  it  to  be  only  12;  after  he 
came  in  he  took  a  key  and  went  into  the  garden; 
he  breakfasted  at  home  every  morning  from  the 
time  1  went  there  until  the  morning  after  he 
was  arrested. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  dpclined. 

32d  witness.  Catherine  P.  Webster, 
daughter  of  the  accused,  sworn.  On  Frilav  af- 
ternoon, the  23d  of  November,  1849,  I  saw  my 
father  at  home  between  5k  aid  6  o'clock;  he 
spent  the  evening  at  home;  he  had  retired  be- 
fore I  went  to  bed  that  night;  on  the  next  Wed- 
nesday I  did  not  see  him  ai  breakfast,  but  saw 
him  a  short  time  afterward.';  he  was  at  horns  at 
the  usual  dinner  hour;  that  evening  the 
family  came  to  Boston,  and  went  to 
Mrs.      Guaningham's     party.  We      came 

down  to  the  toll  house  to  wait  for  the  omnibus; 
while  at  the  toll  house  my  sister  saw  the  notice 
offering  the  reward  for  the  discovery  of  Dr. 
Farkman;  she  pointed  it  out  to  us,  and  my  fa- 
ther read  it  aloud;  on  Sunday,  the  25lh,  my  fa- 
ther was  at  home  in  the  mornijig  and  went  to 
church;  he  expressed  his  intention  of  going  to 
Boston  to  see  the  Parkman  family;  I  heard  his 
voice  in  the  house  soon  after  dark,  and  saw  him 
in  his  study  between  9  and  lO  o'clock. 

Cross-examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

33d  witness.  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  ealled 
by  defence.  Hiving  been  acquainted  with  the 
prisoner  for  thirty  years;  he  has  always  sustain- 
ed the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of  kindly  feel- 
ings; when  he  had  his  Laboratory  ia  Mason  st. 
1  never  could  get  into  it  without  knocking. 

Question.  Did  yovi  examine  the  cut  between 
the  ribs? 

Objected  to  by  the  governmint  on  the  ground 
that  the  defence  was  reiterative  of  the  cross-ex- 
atninatiun  of  the  witness. 

Defence  contended  that  the  examination  of 
this  witness  in  order  to  test  thi  testimony  of  Dr 
Strong  on  this  point  was  competent;  and 
"V  it  was  ruled  to  be  so  by  the  court. 
I  examined  the  cut  in  the  ribs  and  thmk  it  was 
anything  but  a  clean  cut;  cant  tell  whether  it 
was  made  before  or  after  death;  cant  tell  whe- 
ther the  bones  were  broken  before  or  after  death. 
Tsaw  Dr.  Strong  at  the  Medical  Collage  after 
my  examination  of  the   soft  part  of  the  remainrS 


found  had  been  mada;  they  had  evidently  been 
soaked  in  wat-er. 

Cross-examined.  Have  not  the  experience  in 
osteology  that  Dr.  Jeffries  Wyman  has;  the 
parts  around  the  cut,  hole,  or  stab  in  the  thorax 
would  not  retain  the  tensity  in  death  that  this 
had  in  life. 

34th  witness— Dr.  George  H.  Gay  sworn 
by  ihz  Defence.  Saw  Dr  Strong  at  the  Medical 
College  on  Monday;  the  hole  in  the  chest  was 
ragged  :a  clea  )cu  lean  be  made  before  o  rafter 
death  Itwas  a  (question  among  as  whether  the 
hole  had  not  been  made  with  a  stick;  the  parts 
found  in  the  privy  appeared  somewhat  raascerat- 
ed. 

Cross  examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

35th  witness  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes,  caled  by 
defence.  There  are  two  opinions  as  to  ihe  na- 
ture and  quantity  of  blood  in  the  human  body; 
the  average  quantity  of  blood  found  in  a  human 
body  is  said  to  be  27  or  28  pounds— in  an  adult 
male  the  quanfity  is  about  34  pounds  or  near  17 
quarts;  have  tried  experiments  concerning  the 
f^aciure  of  bones  while  partially  calcined;  they 
will  break  outwards  and  inwards,  and  in  ail 
manner  of  ways;  shouldn't  take  the  opinion  of 
any  man  on  a  scientific  subject,  if  it  was  compe- 
tent to  make  the  experiment. 

C-ross -Examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

36th  witness.  E  S.  Hob sfohd,  sioorn..  Am 
an  instructor  in  the  University  at  Cambridge;  I 
instruct  in  chemistry;  it  is  a  common  thing  for 
chemists  to  have  nitrate  of  copper  in  their  La- 
boratories; I  have  it  always  in  mine.  Organic 
analysis  is  the  process  adopted  to  discover  the 
constituent  parts  of  organic  bodies.  The  best 
thing  to^dissolve  flesh  and  bone  is  potash,  and 
next,  nitric  acid;  I  have  tried  nitric  acid  on  the 
largest  bone  of  an  ox;  in  4  hours  all  but  a  fev/ 
scales  were  dissolved;  in  5  hours  and  20  min- 
utes the  bone  was  entirely  dissolved,  and  the 
liquid  was  perfectly  clear;  potash  will  dis- 
solve flesh  and  bone  more  rapidly  ;  I  took  the 
laboratories  of  Professor  Wtbster  after 
his  arrest;  have  never  examined  the  gasses 
arising  from  an  anatomical  vault  a  chemist  may 
have  occasion  to  examine  their  matter.  I 
sent  out  to  Prof.  Webster's  house  in  Cam- 
bridge, from  the  Laboratory  a  few  days  afer 
the  arrest  of  the  Professor,  some  articles  of 
clothing — pantaloons,  overalls,  coat  and  cap; 
have  seen  them  since  ;  I  don't  think  there  was 
any  difference  in  the  appearance  then  from  what 
they  were  at  first ;  there  was  no  blood  on  thena. 

Cress  examined.  The  clothes  had  been  used 
by  the  policemen  for  pillows. 
There  were  4  or  5  bottles  ot  nitric  acid  in  the 
laboratory  store  room,  containing  about  one 
gallon;  should  think  it  would  require  more  than 
the  weight  of  a  body  in  nitric  acid  to  dissolve 
it;  no  noxious  gas  will  arise  from  the  dissolving 
of  bone  and  flesh  in  nitric  acid  unless  the 
temperature  of  the  acid  is  raised  to  that 
of  boiling  water;  I  have  not  paid  any  attention 
to  the  spotsof  nitrate  of  copper  on  the  labora- 
tory floor  aud  staircase,  because  it  is  liable  to 
be  spilled  about  the  floor  at  any  time;  I  have 
lately  tried  an  experiment  in  dissolving  flesh 
and  bone;  had  3  or  4  pounds  of  bone  and  flesh, 
and  used  somewhat  more  than  4  lbs  of  nitric 
acid. 

Direct  resumed.    It  would  depend  upon  the 
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thickness  of  a  metal  vessel  whether  it  might  be 
eaten  up  by  the  acid  before  the  flesh  and  bone 
would  dissolve. 

37th  witness — Dr  Wm  T  G  Morton  siDorn. 
Am  a  dentist  in  this  cityj  have  practised  about 
8  years;  manufacture  the  mineral  that  1  use. 
[Here  the  mineral  teeth  found  in  the  furnace  of 
the  Laboratory,  were  exhibited  to  witness.] 

I  see  no  peculiarity  about  this  block  of  teeth 
to  distinguish  them  from  any  other  block  ;  the 
inner  teeih  have  the  appearance  of  having  been 
ground  ;  it  is  a  very  cmmon  thing  to  grind 
mineral  teeth  injhis  manner ;  they  are  ground 
iX  wheels  from  the  size  of  a  fourpenee  to 
that  of  a  dollar;  I  have  used  plitjnum  springs 
in  teeth  myself,  and  have  known  others  use 
them;  the  spring  is  inserted  in  holes  usually 
made  beiwef  n  the  1st  ciispid  and  1st  molar  teeth. 
(Here  Dr.  Keep's  mould  of  Dr.  Parkman's  jaw 
■was  exhibited  to  the  witness  )  1  don't  see  any- 
thing peculiar  about  iha  form  of  this  jaw 
which  would  enable  me  to  pick  it  out  of  a  half 
dozen  others  laying  together.  (Here  the  wit- 
ness exhibited  a  blocK  of  refuse  teeth)  this 
b!ocK  of  teeth  fits  the  mould  almost  exactly, 
only  wai.ts  one  qaarter  of  an  inch  more  to 
maKB  it  fit  perfectly. 

[Here  the  witness  produced  and  exhibited  to 
the  Court  several  moulds  of  human  under  jaws, 
and  also  several  jaws  of  human  beings,  and 
showed  that  many  of  them  had  the  same  appear- 
ance which  was  said  to  be  a  peculiarity  of  Dr 
Parkman's  jaw.] 

The  block  ot  teeth  found  ia  the  Laboratory 
furnace  was  now  exhibited  to  witness.)  There 
is  something  on  this  block  of  teeth  which  is  not 
usual  on  mineral  teeth;  it  looks  as  my  teeth  do 
when  the  muffler  breaks,  and  lets  them  fall  in- 
to the  fire.  There  has  evidently  been  great 
heat  applied  to  these  teeth,  and  they  may  have 
been  warped  so  as  to  fit  the  mould  )which  1  ex- 
hibit.) 

Cross- Examined.  I  knew  Dr.  Parkman 
while  he  v/as  living;  cannot  say  whether  his 
lower  jaw  had  any  remarkable  peculiarity;  have 
seen  other  jaws  which  so  much  resemble  Dr.  P's 
that  1  could  nol  tell  which  was  his  among  these 
others;  never  saw  a  set  of  teeth  made  for  one 
person  that  would  fit  the  jaw  ol  another  person. 
I  can  tell  the  names  of  persons  in  this  commu- 
nity whose  jaws  resemble  Dr  P.'s.  but  do  not 
like  to  divulge  the  names  of  my  patients. — 
Think  if  I  had  manipulated  and  operated  upon 
the  jaw  bone  of  a  person  while  living  that  1 
could  not  recognise  the  jaw  of  that  person  if  it 
was  shown  me  a  great  length  of  time  after- 
wards. 

38lh  witness — Prof.  Dsnikl  Treadweli., 
swora.  I  remember  the  eveumg  oi  Friday  the 
sad  of  November,  1849iProf.  Webster  and  his 
wile  called  at  my  house  at  Bhout  half  past  8 
o'clock,  and  remained  until  half  past  10  o'clock; 
there  were  several  persons  present  at  my  house 
at  the  time.  The  evening  was  passed  in  con- 
versation upon  general  topics.  Professor  W. 
look  active  part  in  it.  There  was  nothing  in 
his  appearance  which  indicated  anything  re- 
markable. After  his  arrest  1  carried  my  mind 
back  to  the  evening  cf  the  23d,  and  I  could  re- 
member nothing  peculiar  in  his  appearance  at 
the  time. 

Cross-examined.  I  saw  him  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning agam,  and    bad    some    conyersatioa   with 


him  ;  he  manlfes'.ed  nothing  peculiar  in  his  be- 
havior. 

[At  this  point  of  the  testimony  the  Court  ad- 
journed to  half-past  three  o'clock  P.  M.J 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Jury  ente-ed  at  half-past  three  o'clock, 
and  the  Court  followed  at  twenty  minutes  be- 
fore four  o'clock.    Proceedings  commenced  : 

39th  witness— Da.  E.  SroNE,  sroorji.  I  ex- 
amined the  hole  in  the  thorax  ;  it  was  noi  a 
clean  cut ;  we  finished  our  examination  on  Sun- 
day ;  ii  is  as  easy  to  make  a  clean  cut  in  a  dead 
human  body  as  it  is  (or  a  butcher  to  make  a 
clean  cut  in  veal  or  beef. 

Cross  Examination  of  this  witness  declined. 

40th  witness.  Philena  G.  Hatch,  sworn'. 
Live  in  Vine  st.;  have  known  Dr  Parkman  14 
years;  on  Friday  the  23d  Nov.  1849,  saw  Dr. 
Parkman  in  Cambridge  St.,  between  Blossom 
and  North  Pleasant  sireets,he  was  going  towards 
Court  St.;  it  was  12  or  13  minutes  before  2  o'- 
clock when  I  got  into  the  house;  I  fix  the  date 
of  the  day  from  the  fact  that  the  day  before,  (the 
22d)  my  husband  started  (or  Vermont,  and  the 
same  night  my  sister  came  from  Maine;  1  look- 
ed at  the  clock  when  I  came  in  to  see  how  long 
1  had  been  gone;  had  been  up  the  Tremont  road 
above  Dover  st. 

Cross  examined.  Didn't  notice  whether  Dr. 
Parkman  turned  round  or  not  after  he  passed 
me.  I  mentioned  having  met  Dr.  Parkman  to 
my  sister,  after  I  got  home,  and  made  allusion 
to  his  chin,  it  order  to  make  her  laugh.  I  was 
on  the  Blossom  street  side. 

41st  wiSnt'ss.  Joseph  Hatch,  sworn.  I 
reside^  at  No  15  Vine  street.  1  left  this  city 
on  Thursday  the  22d  day  of  November  and  went 
to  Vermont,  and  returned  the  3d  of  December 
the  witness  last  on  the  stand  is  my  wife. 

42d  witness— Wm.  B.  Thompson,  called. 
T  reside  in  Cabridge.  On  Sui.day  night  jhe 
25th  of  November,  1849,  1  was  called  to  go  up 
to  Prof.  Websters  house.  I  am  clerk  of  the 
Registry  of  Deeds.  I  went  np  there  at  about 
6  o'clock.  I  went  into  the  Profeasor's  study. 
He  was  there  and  I  asked  him  if  he  could  tell 
me  at  what  time  the  mortgage  was  given.  He 
looked  into  a  trunk  of  papers  that  wss  under  the 
table  and  shortly  remarked  that  it  was  strange 
that  he  could  not  find  the  paper  he  sought.  He 
remarked  shortly  afterwards  thet  he  Could 
give  me  the  information  in  another  way,  and 
afterwards  he  then  looked  into  a  book 
that  appeared  to  be  a  Journal  of  his  daily  trans- 
actions; he  then  gave  me  the  date  of  a  mort- 
gage, and  immediately  corrected  hiresself  and 
sa>d,  "bu  iJsuppose  that  that  is  not  the  one  you 
want;"  he  said  that  this  mortgage  was  one  on 
personal  property  and  not  on  real  estate;  1  then 
said  1  would  call  on  the  City  Clerk,  and  see  if 
Dr  Parkman  had  been  there  to  discharge  the 
mortgage;  Professor  Webster  said  something 
about  Dr  Parkman  having  been  s  en  going  over 
the  bridge  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  and  he 
(Webster)  had  been  to  Mr  Page's  office  to  see 
if  the  mortgage  had  been  cancelled;  I  remarked 
as  1  was  leaving  the  house,  I  would  see  Mr  Page 
and  find  out  if  there  had  been  any  mistake  in 
cancelling  the  mortgage.  I  noticed  nothing  pe- 
culiar  in  his  behavior. 
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To  the  Court.  I  took  down  the  information 
in  notes  as  the  Professor  gave  them  lo  me;  he 
gave  me  the  minutes  from  the  large  mortgage 
first;  have  been  acquainted  with  Dr.  George 
Parkman  for  5  years  past.  I  have  been  aecus 
tomen  to  see  him  very  often;  I  saw  hivion 
Friday,  the  23d  of  November  last  in  Cause- 
way street,  in  itiis  city,  at  ten  minutes 
or  quarter  past  2  o  dock  P.  M.,  gciiig  up  to- 
wards Lever ett  street;  there  was  a  iriiliiuer's 
shop  0x1  one  side  ot  the  btrtet  a:jdan  apothecary 
shop  on  the  other  .'•ide  i>t  ttie  [iace  where  I  m^t 
him.  [Here  a  map  of  the  ciiy  was  produced  by 
the  attorney  general  and  exhibited  to  wiiness, 
who  pointed  out  the  Ijcatioa  of  the  s' reels] 
I  was  comiTig  duwa  frotn  L^iverc  tt  street  and 
goif  g  to  Purllind  street  towards  Charlestown 
bride;  I  was  oo  rhe  left  hand  side  oi'the  street, 
and  he  was  headmen  up  towards  Leverett  street. 
I  fix  the  dale  of  this  day  from  the  fact  that  I 
paid  for  the  coit  I  mw  wear  on  that  day,  and 
I  had  also  tXAm  ned  the  title  of  ar.  estate  at  the 
Rl^gib(ry  on  that  day,  and  was  going  at  that 
time  to  Itave  it  at  iiis  place  of  busine.ss  in  In- 
dia street;  I  went  to  leave  it  there,  he  was  not 
in  that  afternoon,  and  I  c^me  over  again  on 
Thanksgiving  day,  a  we^k  afterwards.  I  fix 
the  hour  from  t!v;  fact  thai  when  I  started  from 
Cambridge  it  wanltd  4  or  5  minutts  of  2  o'cl.  ck 
by  my  watch— the  clock  on  the  cuur-hiu-e 
said  2  o'clock.  The  first  place  1  had  to  call  at 
was  at  the  corner  of  Eim  and  Hanover  streets, 
and  when  I  got  there  1  looked  at  my  watch, and 
it  was  25  minutes  past  2  o'clock.  1  walked  into 
B'Jston — ara  called  a  quick  walker.  1  went  down 
Pcriland,  to  Eim  and  Hanover  streets,  after  I 
had  seen  Dr.  Parkman.  He  was  dressed  at  the 
time  in  a  dark  frock  coat  aud  dark  pantaloons  ; 
he  had  his  hands  folded  behind  him,  and  was 
walking;  he  appeared  excited.  My  attention 
was  first  called  to  the  tact  on  Sunday  next  suc- 
ceeding his  disappearanc  ;  I  mentioned  it  to 
Mr    Blake,  City  Marshal. 

Cross-examined.  Am  not  near  sighted;  some- 
times wear  slightly  colored  glasses  because  my 
e}eeare  soniewhat  weak;  copy  deeds  at  the 
Registry,  copying  may  weaken  my  eyes,  but 
does  not  impair  my  eyesight;  do  not  know  the 
name  of  the  first  sireet  which  leads  to  the  right 
coming  down  Causeway  from  Leverett  st;  by 
the  map  1  conclude  that  it  is  Merrimack  bt. 
which  turns  off  to  the  right.  I  remember  a 
broad  space  near  the  junction  of  MerrimacK 
and  Causeway  street  and  a  planeing  mill  on  one 
side  of  ihe  space.  I  went  p  iwn  Mi  rrimacK  in- 
to Portland,  ai,d  thence  to  Elm  sl;eet.  1  have 
used  a  inagnifying  glass  abom  a  weeK  in  order 
to  read  very  fine  writing.  I  never  lo!d  Mr. 
Andrews  that  1  could  write  io  fine  in  the  mes- 
meric &tate  that  I  could  not  read  it  in  my  natu- 
ral state.  I  never  usd  the  tfTin  mesmeric 
Btate.  Never  wrote  any  writing  s-o  fine 
in  any  state  that  I  could  not  read 
in  my  natural  state;  nor  did  I  ever  say  so;  Idid 
say  that  Ihad  written  writing  so  fine  in  a  bio- 
logical state,  that  other  people  could  not  read 
it;  don't  know  whether  I  can  see  (arther  in  a  bi- 
ological state  than  in  my  natural  state;  men- 
tioned meeting  Dr  Parkman  to  Mr  Blake,  on  the 
next  Sunday,  and  he  (Mr  BlaUu)  seemed  to  think 
favornbly  of  it;  had  some  further  conversation 
with  Professor  Webster  on  Sunday  at  Iiis  house; 
then   asked   him  how    Dr   Parkman     appeared 


when  he  paid  him  the  money;  Webster  replied 
thai  he  was  excited  and  angry;  Piolessor  Web- 
sier  also  Slid  that  Dr.  Paikman  had  eddied  on 
his  agent  Mr.  Pettee  to  get  the  money  collected 
by  him  (Pettee,)  for  the  sale  of  ti  kets;  that  h% 
had  told  Pettee  that  he  (Professor  VVebste') 
was  a  damned  vjhelp.  Professor  Webster  also 
told  me  that  Dr  Parkman  had  used  insultinjes- 
pres^i.-ns  to  him  every  time  he  met  him.  The 
statemtnt  made  by  me  to  Mr  Andrews  in  wri- 
ting was  made  in  a  hurry,  and  I  told  Mr.  An- 
drews at  the  time  that  I  could  u.jt  swear  to  it; 
43d  witness.  Samuel  A.  WENTWosTH,s?z>orre. 
1  live  in  Vine  street — am  a  provision  dealer  in 
Lynde  street.  1  have  known  Dr  George  Park- 
man  two  years— saw  him  last  on  tne  afternoon 
of  Friday  the  23d  November,  1849,  in  Court  st. 
at  from  half-past  two  to  half-past  three  o'clock. 
I  fix  the  tinrie  from  the  fact  that  I  sat  my  dinner 
at  one  o'clock,  and  my  boy  had  gone  »  way  that 
dav  and  was  half  an  hour  later,  1  had  been  to 
dinner,  and  was  ^oing  down  to  Haymiritet 
Sq  lare,  met  him  near  the  head  of  Sudbury 
street,  and  opps-site  Mrs.  Kidder's  medicine 
shop,  he  stopped  as  I  passed  along,  and  turned 
round  facing  the  street;  he  had  his  hand  behind 
him  under  his  coat  tail,  and  stood  looking  up  lo 
the  houses  on 'the  opposite  side  ;  he  was  going 
towards  Howdoin  square  when  I  first  saw  hira. 
I  fix  the  date  of  seeing  Dr.  P.  fiom  the  fact  that 
when  1  went  home  on  Saturday  night  at  half 
past  ten  o'clock,  my  wife  told  me  that  two  men 
had  been''to  the  house  to  look  for  Dr.  P. 

Cross  examined.  1  mentioned  the  fact  to  a 
lady  who  was  at  the  house,  and  also  to  a  gentle- 
man named  f^oster;  a  gentleman  was  with  me 
by  the  name  of  1  H  Russell  at  the  time;  he  does 
not  recollect  the  day,  though  he  remembers  the 
fact  of  seeing  Dr  Parkman  while  with  me;  went 
down  to  Haymarket  Square,  and  from  thence  to 
the  market  to  buy  my  marketing  for  Saturday; 
am  sure  this  was  on  Friday,  because  I  never  buy 
my  marketing  for  Saturday  on  any  other  day 
than  Friday. 

41lh  witness.  Samuel  Cleland,  sioomi 
Live  in  Chelsea;  do  business  at  No.  26  South 
Market  street;  have  known  Dr.  George  Park- 
man  since  133B;  saw  him  last  on  Friday,  the 
23d  ot  November,  between  3^  and  3^  o'clock, 
P.  M.  between  Milk  and  Franklin  street;  1  fix 
the  day  and  hour  from  the  fact  that  I  w  s  going' 
to  call  on  the  Rev.  George  VViides,whora  i  al- 
ways call  upon  at  3  P.  M.  when  I  do  call  upon 
him;  he  boards  at  No.  l8  Franklin  street,  in 
order  to  g^et  him  to  ofSciaie  at  our 
chuich  on  the  next  Sotsca/.  I  had  sent 
notes  on  Friday  morning  to  several 
individuals  in  order  to  obtain  an  individual  to 
preach  at  our  churth  ;  my  boy  was  unable  to 
find  several  of  the  persons  to  wh(>m  I  had  ad- 
dressed notrs,  and  he  returned  them,  and  I  threw 
them  into  my  desk  ;  those  notes  I  now  have 
witn  me  here  ;  I  went  out,  when  my  boy  re- 
turned, to  find  Mr.  Wildes,  and  on  the  way  call- 
ed on  several  other  persons,  and  in  going  up 
Washing; on  street  I  saw  Dr.  G-  orsje  Parkman  at 
a  little  distance  ahead,  walking  as  I  thought  with 
a  laSoriiig  man,  and  the  reft.ction  sirtick  me 
at  the  time  that  Jr.  P.  should  be  walkitig  at  that 
hour  of  ihe  day  wiih  a  laboring  man;  came  up 
with  him  and  discovered  thai  he  had  passed  the 
laboring  man   instead   of  being   walking  with 
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him.     He  passed  me,  almost  touching   me,    on 
the  »-me  side  of  the  wav. 

Cross-examined.  Have  mentioned  this  to  my 
partner,  and  to  Mr.  Knapp,  Clerk  of  the  Police 
Court;  he  (Mr.  K.)  told  me  that  he  had  beea 
seeu  at  a  later  hour  than  that,  on  Friday,  and  I 
ihougtjt  no  more  about  it.  I  saw  the 
notices  ofihe  family  of  Dr;  P.,  but  as  I  had 
been  tuLl  that  D'-.  P.  tiad  tieen  seen  after  the 
time  I  saw  him  I  di  a  not  think  the  informaiiou 
1  possessed  on  the  sui>ji'ct  to  be  of  any  impor 
tance.  or  I  should  have  communicated  it  i-efore 
to  the  family  ol  Dr.  P. 

[Mr.  Clelaad  was  re-ca!led  just  as  he  was 
leaving  the  stand  and  produced ^he  letters  by 
the  date  of  which  he  fixed  the  time  of  meeting 
Dr.  Parkman  ] 

45th  witness — Lncius  R.  Page,  called.  Am 
ci!y  clerk  of  Camliridge;  on  Sunday  after  the 
disappearance  of  Dr.  P.  Prof.  tV.  came  to  my 
bouse  to  see  if  Dr.  Parkman  had  discharged  the 
mortgage  ou  his  (W.'s-)  personal  pruperty;  Prof 
VV.  went  away;  [  was  away  at  the  time  but  af- 
ter I  came  back  I  locked  at  the  mortgage  and 
tound  ttiat  it  had  not  heen  dischargedi 

Cross  examination  efihis  witness  declined. 

46ih  witness -Aeby  D.  Rhodes,  sworn.  I 
live  in  Minot  street ;  have  boen  acquainied  with 
Dr.  Gi^orge  Parkman  25  yeais ;  attend  Dr. 
Francis  Parkman's  church  ;  I  saw  Dr.  Gtorge 
Parkman  ihe  last  time  ou  Friday  the  23d  of  No- 
vember last,  at  a  quarter  b  Jure  Jive  o'clock,  on 
the  corjier  of  (irreen  street  and  Lyman  Pl.ice  ;  I 
passed  by  very  near  hiui,  aud  we  bowed  tn  each 
other  as  we  passed  ;  my  daughter  was  witti  me 
when  I  Ksei  hiii!  ;  Dr.  F.  bad  a  man  with  him  at 
the  time  ;  I  fix  the  day  frcm  the  fact  that  iny 
daught>-r  went  home  with  me  that  day,  which 
she  seldom  did  ;  I  bought  some  goods  af  Mr. 
Hovey  on  that  day,  and  I  find  by  referring  to 
Mr.  Hovey's  books  that  the  goods  are  charg- 
ed to  me  in  part  on  that  day,  Friday,  Nov.  23  ; 
I  was  so  sure  of  this  that  1  have  mentioned  it 
to  Dr.  Francis  Parkman;  rriy  attention  was  cal- 
led to  the  fact  by  seeing  ia  a  paper  on 
Sunday  an  account  of  ihe  disappearance 
of  Doctor  Parkman,  my  daughter  went 
out  of  town  OH  the  irext  Saturday;  didn't  return 
till  the  ffillowinu  Tii*'sday;  when  she  returned, 
she  mentioned  the  fact  to  me  of  meeting  Dr 
Parkman  in  Green  street;  I  have  the  memoran- 
dora  of  the  purchase  of  itie  goods  on  Friday  the 
23d  November  at  home,  and  will  bring  it  into 
court. 

Cross  examined.  Tlie  fact  oLmeeting  Dr  P, 
on  Friday  afternoon  was  called  to  my  mind  by 
my  daughter;  have  felt  a  great  interest  in  the 
matter  of  the  dissppearance  of  Dr  P.;  never  ex- 
pressed any  doubts  on  the  subject  of  meeting 
Dr  P.  on  Friday  the  23d  to  any  oae.  The 
man  whom  I  saw  with  Dr.  P.  on  that  af- 
ternoon was  somewhat  taller  than  Prof  W., 
and  somewhat  stouter  than  Dr.  Parkman.  Have 
called  twice  to  see  Dr.  Francis  Frankman,  on 
the  subject  of  Dr-  George  Parkman's  disappear- 
ance. 

47(h  witness.  Miss  Mary  Rhodes,  sworn. 
1  have  known  Dr.  George  Parkman  by  sight  ten 
years;  saw  him  last  on  the  23d  of  No^tmber, 
1849,  at  about  quarter  before  5  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon in  Green  street  near  Lyman  Place; 
there  was  a  man  wuh  Dr.  ParkiT>,^;] 
at    the    time;    he    (Dr.  Parkman)  bowed    to 


my  mother  as  he  passed;  I  h  d  been  shopping 
that  afternoon  and  had  purchased  some  goods 
at  Mr.  Hovey's  store  in  Winter  street;  the  side 
walk  was  very  narrow  where  we  met;  1  went  to 
Lexington  next  day. 

Cross  examined.  I  heard  oF  the  disappear- 
ance of  Dr.  Parkman  on  Satuiday  while  ai  Lex- 
ington, a  gei.tleman  read  the  noMce  fiom  a  pa- 
per, I  supposed  that  the  no  icr  in  the  pa|.er 
staled  that  Dr.  ParKnjan  disappeared  on  Satur- 
day; on  my  return  to  Bosion  I  mention*>d  ibe 
fact  of  meeting  Doctor  ParKnian  in  Green 
street  on  Fiicay  to   mv  mother  and  fuother. 

Am  certain  that  I  met  Dr  P.  on  Frid>iy  at;er- 
noon,  aad  no  other  afternoon,  of  that  week.  The 
man  who  was  with  Dr.  P.  at  ihat  time  was  a 
stout  man,  but  not  so  lall  as  Dr.  P. 

48th  witnesss — Sahah  Geeenough,  sworn. 
I  was  not  persi  nally  acquainted  with  Dr.  Geo. 
Parkman,  but  /cnt-w  him  by  sight ;  saw  him  last 
on  Friday  afternoon  between  Belknap  and  South 
F^^ussell  streets,  in  Cambridge,  at  about  lo  min- 
utts  before  3  o'cioift.  I  fix  the  time  of  seeing 
Dr.  P.  from  the  fact  taai  I  had  an  engagement 
at  three  o'clock  on  that  afternoon.  I  was  to 
go  to  my  son's  in  Temple  street,  at  that 
time,  and  fearing  I  should  be  late,  I  took  out 
my  watch  and  saw  that  it  was  10  minutes  to  3; 
I  saw  Dr  P.  just  at  that  moment.    • 

Cross  crUT ined.  Dr  Parkman  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  way,  and  going  down  towards 
the  bridge;  1  didn't  turn  round  to  see  which  way 
he  went;   cast  a  glance  at  him  in  passing. 

49th  witness.  Samuel  B.  Greene  sworn 
Am  clerk  for  Harvey  &  Co  ,  Winter  street.  I 
sold,  on  Friday,  the  23d  of  Novtrniber,  1849,  II 
yards  of  mousiin  de  laine,  at  20  cents  per  yard, 
amounting  to  S2.20.  I  made  a  memorandum  of 
the  sale  at  the  time.  Cant  tell  what  time  of 
the  day  the  sale  was  made. 

Cro-sexamination  of  this  witness  declined. 

Here  Mr.  Sohier  rose  and  remarked  that  the 
the  defence  had  now  closed  the  testimony 
which  they  intended  to  introduce  in  the  case, but 
asked  the  indulgence  of  looking  over  the  notes 
of  the  evidence  already  taken ,  preparatory  to 
maAiBg  the  closing  argument— whereupon  his 
Honor  ordered  the  court  to  be  adjourned  until 
9  o'clock  to-morrow  A,  M. 

Feiday,  March  29. 
TENTH  DAY. 

The  Jury  came  in  at  3  minutes  before  nine 
o'clock,  and  the  Court  followed  at  nine  o'clock 
precisely.  The  names  of  the  jurors  were  called, 
and  the  proceedings  commenced. 

Mr.  Clifford,  the  State  Attorney  Genera!, 
rose  and  advised  the  defence  that  he  should 
conterid  that  the  mortgage  of  $2,432,  due  in 
parts  to  several  individuals,  was  not  yet  paid, 
and  that  $5l2,60  was  still  owing,  but  not  due 
until  185L 

REBUTTING  EVIDKNCB  FOR    G0VERNMENT.5 

1st  witness — Joseph  Sanderson,  called. — 
Am  one  of  the  police  ofiicers  of  the  city  of 
Cambridge;  think  1  have  known  him  about  four 
years;  during  the  week  after  the  disappearance 
of  Dr.  P.  1  saw  Dr.   Webster  at  night  several 
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timesj  (objected  to  by  defence  but  ruled  com- 
petent) between  Sunday  and  Thanksgiving 
night;  saw  him  get  out  of  the  the  theatre  coach 
(where  the  omnibusses  stop;)  should  think  it 
was  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at 
night.  I  was  standing  near  the  coach  at 
he  time  he  got  out  and  1  turned  round  and  fol- 
ow&d  him  a  little  distance  perhaps  15  rods  ; 
Am  a  walchnian,  I  met  another  watchman  nam- 
ed John  Bryanr.  just  afteraards  and  some  con 
versation  ctisued  upon  the  subject  of  mee  ing 
Professor  Wei  ster.  Am  certain  that  he  was  on 
one  of  the  nights  between  S.inday  and  Thanks- 
giving tiight ;  can't  tell  whether  this  was  be- 
tween Monday  and  Wednesday. 

Cross  examined.  I  mentioned  this  to  Mr. 
B-yaiit  on  Sa'urday,  cjn't  say  that  this  was  not 
on  VVednesdrty;  do:it  i  en;emtier  bow  many  ladies 
got  out  of  the  coach  that  night.  The  weather 
was  hazy  at  the  time,  and  there  was  a  moon — 
the  night  mast  have  been  either  Monday,  Tues- 
day or  Wednesday  evening  Prof.  W.  walked 
faster  than  I  did;  followed  him  some  distance, 
and  to  near  his  own  house;  he  was  out  of  my 
sight  the  whole  ofthe  time  after  he  pa&sed  the 
Graduates'  Hall;  turned  round  immediately  af- 
ter Prof.  W.  passed  me,  and  followed  him;  met 
Mr  Bryant  a  few  minutes  afterwards;  it  is  a 
common  thing  for  the  omnibusses  to  run  fr  m 
Boston  on  all  the  nights  of  the  week  except 
Sunday. 

2d  witness— Dr.  Daniel  Harwood,  called 
by  government,  and  sworn.  I  am  a  dentist  of 
this  city,  and  have  lived  and  practised  here  since 
1839,  excepting  from  April  1841  till  January 
1847.  I  belong  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society.  I  was  the  first  to  manufacture  mineral 
teeth.  A  dentist  is  as  likely  to  recognise  "large 
cases "  as  they  are  technically  called,  as  a 
sculptor  would  be  to  recognise  his  own  work, or 
a  merchant  bis  own  handwriting.  1  can't  tell 
whether  I  could  tell  teeth  of  Dr.  Keep's  man- 
ufacture or  not.  When  I  see  persons  with  arti- 
ficial teeth,  furnished  by  several  dentists. 
Dr.  Keep  among  the  rest,  1  am  in  the  habit  of 
saying  such  teeth  were  made  by  Dr.  Keep,  and 
such  teeth  were  made  by  another  dentist,  &c. 
[Here  the  mineral  teeth  found  in  the  furnace  of 
the  Medical  College  Laboratory  were  exhibited 
to  witness.]  These  teeth  are  covered  by  some 
foreign  substance,  and  they  are  so  much  alter- 
ed that  1  can't  tell  whether  Dr.  Keep  m.de 
them  or  not;  i  think  that  the  composition  of 
these  teeth  is  Dr  Keep's,  and  I  also  think  that 
the  style  is  Dr.  Keep's. 

To  the  court.  1  have  seen  teeth  of  Dr. 
Keep's  manufacture  in  the  mouths  of  persons 

tHere  the  moulds  made  by  Dr.  Keep  for  Dr. 
'arkman  was  exhibited  to  witness.]  There 
are  several  points  by  which  a  person  might  re- 
cognize the  teeth  m..de  by  him  upon  this 
mould.  1st,  the  great  absoption  of  the  bone  of 
the  jaw,  which  is  evident  from  the  form  of  the 
mould. 

[Objected  to  by  defence  as  introducing  new 
matter  of  evidence  in  the  case,  and  ruled  out 
by  the  court. 

Exammatwn  resumed.  1  think,  under  like 
circumstances,  that  1  should  be  able  to  recog- 
nize the  teeth. 

[Here  the  witness  stated  to  the  court  that  an 
accident  had  just  happened  to  the  teeth  while 
in  his  hands,  t»  wit :  that  the  blocks   of  teeth 


had  become   seperated.     Witness   SAid  he  was 
sorry  that  liie  accident  had  happened.] 

Attorney  G  netiac.  I  wish  this  had  hap- 
pened while  Dr.  Keep  was  in  Court. 

Cross-exumined.  Think  that  there  is  an  ex- 
traordinary familiarity  in  the  lorm  of  the  block 
that  would  enable  me  to  recognize  the  work  if 
I  had  done  it  myself;  the  peculiarity  is  a  pro- 
jection in  the  block  which  shows  a  great  ab- 
sorption of  the  bone  of  the  jaw.  Think  other 
dentists  make  blocks  o  Iteeth  in  the  same  manner 
as  Dr.  Keep — never  remember  to  have  seen  so 
great  an  absoption  of  bone  before — think  Dr. 
Keep  from  bis  intimate  knowledge  ol  the  case 
must  be  able  to  recognise  these  teeth. 

3d  witness.  Dr  Joshua  Tucker,  calledby 
court  a7id  sieorn.  Am  a  dentist  in  this  city; 
have  been  in  business  for  21  years  ;  1  have  been 
at  work  all  the  time,  have  given  my  attention  to 
natural  and  mineral  teeth.  (Here  the  mineral 
teeih  supposed  to  he  tho^e  of  Dr  Parkman  were 
exhibited  to  witness,)  all  but  one  of  the  blocks 
and  so  disfigured  that  I  don't  like  to  give  aa 
opinion.  The  or>e  block  is  the  lower  left  side 
one,  and  th.it  is  so  peculiar  that  I  ihink  the  per- 
son who  made  them  would  be  as  able  to  recog- 
nise them  as  a  painter  would  be  to  recognise  a 
face  he  had  painted.  I  don't  know  Dr.  Keep's 
peculiar  method  of  making  teeth. 

Cross-eoeamined.  The  heat  may  have  warped 
this  block  of  teeth  into  shape  or  out  of  it. 

4th  witness — Dr.  Willakd  W.  Codman, 
called  by  government,  and  sworn.  I  am  a  gradu- 
ate ofthe  Massachusetts  Medical  College.  My 
attention  has  been  given  to  dentistry  for  sixteen 
ye:irs.  (Here  the  mineral  teeth  were  exhibited 
to  witness.)  Think  there  are  peculiarities  in 
the  blocks  of  teeth  shown,  which  would  enable 
the  maker  to  recognise  them. 

Cross-examined  There  is  a  stroBg  probability 
that  a  persoQ  who  made  these  teeth  might  re- 
cognise them.  They  may  have  been  warped  in- 
to this  shape,  or  out  ol  their  natural  shape  by 
the  heat  whieh  has  been  applied  to  them. 

6th  witness.  Benjamin  H.  Todd  sworn. — 
Am  a  resident  of  this  city.  Am  employed  in 
the  custom-house.  Was  at  Catmbridge  (Cra- 
gie's)  Bridge  on  the  Sunday  next  succeeding  the 
disappearance  of  Dr.  Parkmaa.  I  went  over 
with  Mr.  Littlefield,  having  heard  that  Marshal 
Tukey  was  going  to  have  a  lot  of  men  searching 
for  Dr.  P.  in  East  Cambridge  that  day.  The 
toll-man  and  an  old  gentlemin  were  present. — 
There  may  have  be.en  another  person  pres- 
ent. Doa't  romember  exactly.  We 
con»ersed  about  the  disappearance  of  Dr.  P. 
the  tollman  said  that  the  young  man  who  had 
taken  toll  at  the  bridge  while  he  (the  tollman) 
was  at  tea,  had  seen  Dr.  Parkman  and  an  Irish- 
man pass  over  the  bridge  late  on  Friday  after- 
noon, and  the  Irishman  had  paid  the  toll;  Lit- 
tlefield on  that  occasion  said  (I  think)  that  Prof, 
W.  had  told  him  that  he  ( W.)  had  paid  Dr.  P. 
some  money  on  that  Friday. 

Cross  examined.  Don't  remembrer  exactly 
at  what  time  this  conversation  was  re  called  to 
my  mind;  have  had  some  conversation  with  Lit- 
tlefield on  the  subject  of  this  conversation  at 
the  toll-house. 

6th  witness— Isaac  H.RussELt,  sworn.  Know 
S.  A.  Wcniworlh,  provision  dealer  in  F^ynde 
street;  den't  remember  being  in  his  company  on 
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Friday,  the'23J  Novetnbei,  1849;  remember  that 
Went'.vorth  pointed  out  L)r  Tarkman  to  me  one 
day,  but  don't  recollect  what  day  it  was;  it 
might  have  been  one  day  before  the  disappear- 
ance of  Dr  Parkman,  or  it  might  have  been  six 
months  before;  think  if  I  had  seen  him  at  any 
time  just  before  his  disappearance,  1  should  re- 
member it;  don  t  know  when  1  first  saw  the  no- 
tices in  the  newspapers  of  Dr  Parkman's  disap- 
pearance; don't  know  where  1  was  with  Went- 
worth  when  Isaw  the  Doctor. 

Cross-examined-  Sometimes  walk  with  Dr. 
Wentworih — don't  r.  ccoUect  anything  a!out  '.he 
affair  of  meeting  Ur  P.  oa  Friday  the  23tl  Nov., 
at  ail. 

Direct  resumed  Am  in  the  habit  of  reading 
the  pap.:r3  daily. 

The    S   ATE  Attob^jky  here   rose  and   said 
that  the   G.ivernment    had  summoned   5   or  6 
witness-js  to  prove  that  an  unknovn  person  had 
been  seen    in   the  city  on      the      afternoon  of 
Doctor     Parkman's     disappearance,    who  bore 
go     oreat     a     resemblance     to    Dc.   Parkman. 
that  he    h  id  been  approached   by  several  per- 
sons,  and    discovered  who  on     addressing     to 
be  another  person.  He  (the  counsel  for  the  gov- 
ernment quoted  a  well  kiown  case  in  ;he  Mas 
sachuset  s   r  ports   in  which   a   like  instance  is 
stated  which  occured  in  the  county  of  Middlesex 
This  rehu'ijng  evidence  was  oljected  to  by  de- 
fence a-  entirely  incompetenf,  and  i'.s  introduc 
tion  was  agiin  urged  by  the  governmefit;  hut  the 
court   ruleil  it   out   as  con'.rary  to    the  rules  of 
evidence  recogaised  by  the  law,    and  therefore 
inadmi-silile. 

7th  witness— -Geohge  \V.  Fiffiele,  celled. — 
Am  toll  gatherer  on  Cambridge  bridge;  recollect 
the  lime  when  the  clock  w.is  put  up  on  the 
Court  House;  can't  tell  the  exact  time;  it  is 
said  to  be  a  bad  time  piece. 

(Jross  examined — I  have  frequently  noticed 
the  diMeccn,:e  between  this   and    other  clocks: 


difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  the  examina- 
tioa  of  so  much  testimony,  or  the  necessity  that 
this  testimony  shall  be  rightly  understood. — 
The  case,  gentlemes,  which  is  presented  to  you 
is  of  more  transcendant  interest  than  any  which 
has  ever  before  beeu  presented  to  the  commu- 
n  Uy. 

A  few  months  since,  a  well  known  and  re- 
spected citizen  suddenly  disappeared.  He  was 
one  conrjected  with  a  family  well  known  in  this 
city— a  gentleman  aci;ustomod,  day  by  day,  and 
moniti  by  month,  jear  after  year,  to  ming^le  free- 
ly in  the  community.  His  friends  naturally 
took  a  deep  interest  in  his  discovery,  and  en- 
listed the  entire  official  force  of  the  city  lor  that 
purpose.  Much  more  than  this,  they  enlisted 
the  entire  sympathies  of  die  people  in  their  be- 
half. 

When  alh enquiries  and  all  investigcition,  all 
eflforta  seemed  to  be  utterly  bafled  and  there 
was  no  hope  left — and  all  apppared  to  be  wrap- 
ped in  universal  darkness — the  sirdden  and  as- 
tounding notice  was  given  out  that  the  mangled 
rea'ains  of  his  dead  body  were  said  to  bet'  cuid. 
The  pes-pe.rstoe  of  t  he  awful  crime  which 
brought  that  body  to  the  condition  in  which 
it  was,  was  said  also  to  have  been  discovered. 

That  individual  was  one  who  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  would  have  been  no  more  sus- 
pected of  such  an  atrocious  crime  than  you  or  ua 
who  are  engaged  in  ihi-  criminal  trial.  That 
discovery — so  astounding,  so  overwhelming — 
wiis  instantaneously  followed  by  the  disclosure 
to  the  community,  in  every  form  in  which  dis- 
closure could  be  uia  !e,  that  various  circum^itall• 
ces  conduced  to  establish  the  fact  tliat  the  re- 
mains ivhich  were  found  were  those  of  the  body 
ol  Dr.  George  Parkman,  and  that  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar  was  connected  directly  with  the  trans- 
action. 

Incident  alter  incident  was   communicated  to 


sometiiiies  it  wj.s  a  quarter  and  sometime  a  half    the  public,  and    everything    which    could  bear 


an  hour  too  fast 

8th  witness.  S.\MyEL  B.  Fuller,  sworn 
Am  toll  gatherer  on  the  East  Cambridge  side 
of  the  bridge;  have  observed  the  clock  on  the 
court  hoiise  in  East  Cambridge;  it  is  often 
wrong  and  1  have  known  it  to  stop. 

Cro*>'  examned.  Have  known  it  to  be  five 
or  ten  minutes  out  of  the  way;  and  have  known 
it  to  stfip;  noticed  the  irregnlarity  in  the  spring, 
more  than  before. 

A*^  this  point  the  government  rented  their 
rebutting  t>  siimony, 


THC 

ScBiiir  Counsel  for  the  Defence. 


[Phonographic  Report  fxvressly  for  the 
Boston  HeroM'] 


against  this  unhappy  man  was  spread  abroad,  as 
it  were,  on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  Every  sheet 
gave  new  token  to  the  community  at  once  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  Parkman,  and,  it  was  supposed,  of 
guilt  of  this  prisoner. 

In  the  meantime  gentlemen,  the  ptisoaer  at 
the  bar,  was  in  the  cell  of  your  prison,  in 
silence,  while  every  incident  tending  to  affect 
him  was  the  subject  of  daily  communication 
and  discussion  through  this  city.  He  was  alone, 
without  friends,  and  without  help  to  repel 
these  accursing  circumsfances.  Gentlemen,  he 
waited  not  only  in  silence  but  in  hope  that  he 
would  be  redeemed.  Ha  seat  forth  no  appeal 
to  the  community. 

He  suffered  those  communications  of  which 
I  have  spoken  to  be  spread  abioad  throughout 
the  community  until  the  voice  of  the  echo  came 
from  the  most  distant  parts  of  our  country  and 
from  foreign  lands,  without  ever  once  asking 
the  public  even  to  suspend  the  formation  of 
their  opinions.  Hevvailcd  in  silence,  in  hope 
and  in  confidence,  because  he  had  lived  long 
in  our  midst,  and  knew  that  the  time  was  com- 
ing when  passion  would  die,  prejudice  give  waj', 
calm  reason  intervene ,and  society  again  receive 


Gentlemen,  of  tkc  Jury. 

1  need  not  state  that  it  is  with  feelings  of  him. 

deep  e;ii6arrassment  that  1  arise  to  address  you.  In  that  hope  and  that  expectation  he  has   not 

1  cannot  De  more  sensible  than  you   are  oi  the  been  disappointed.     He  never  asked,  gentlemer 
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of  the  jury,  any  delay  of  this  investigation.  As 
soon  as  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  government, 
consistent  wiih  the  arrangements  ol  this  Cuurt, 
to  enter  upon  this  trial,  he  went  into  it — not 
prepared  by  a  series  of  experiments  and  inves- 
tigaiidns  which  Ue  could  make  in  his  silent  and 
sombre  cell,  but  prepared  in  that  cousciuusness 
which  enabled  him  to  come  belore  a  jury  of  liis 
country  and  say,  whatever  miglit  be  the  appears 
ances  against  him,  he  could  confidently  trust  at 
once  his  cause,  his  lite,  with  an  impartial  jury, 
onder  the  instruction  ol  a  learned  aud  impartial 
bench. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  impossible  that  you  could 
not  have  heard  the  circumstances  of  this 
case  before  you  took  your  seats  to  try  it. 
It  is  impossible,  gentlemen,  that  you 
have  not,  iu  one  form  or  another,  heard  much 
of  that  which  has  been  detailed  to  you  in  the 
evidence  which  fehe  government  have  produced 
on  the  present  occasion.  You  have  declared 
that  these  circumstances  have  not  produced  a 
bias  upon  your  mmds  against  the  prisoner;  and 
he  has  some  right  to  presume  how  much  effect 
this  same  evidence,  now  presented  in  a  judicial 
form,  is  cal.  ulated  to  produce  on  your  minds. — 
What,  gentlemen,  is  the  charge  which  govern- 
ment made?  what  issue  is  to  be  tritd,  and  by 
what  proofs  is  that  issue  to  be  made  ?  The 
governraent|^charge  that  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  1S49,  George  Parkman  was 
murdered  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  in  various 
foriTis,  such  as  the  officers  of  the  government 
upon  the  investigation  which  took  place  belore 
the  Grand  Jury,  have  presented  in  the  indict- 
ment upon  which  tho  prisoner  is   now  tried. 

It  has  been  stated  to  you  that  it  is  competent 
for  the  Government,  or  the  officers,  in  prepar- 
ing the  indictment,  to  present  the  charge  in  va- 
rious forms  and  different  ways,  because  upon  the 
trial — the  final  trial — some  difference  oF  evi- 
dence may  be  rendered,  and  different  statements 
made  of  the  particular  grounds  of  charge,  which 
might  render  the  instrument  null  and  void. 

1  do  not  now  speak  of  the  particular 
manner  in  which  the  different  counts  in 
this  indictment  have  been  drawn  up.  Enough 
that  the  defendent  is  upon  trial  for  bis  life, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Dr.  George  Park- 
man. 

To  establish  this  charge  against  the  defen- 
dant, there  are  cenain  facts  which  it  is  indis- 
pensdsb'e  for  the  governmeat  to  prove. 
Thsy  must  prove  the  death  of  Ducior 
George  Parkman.  They  must  prove  that 
his  death  was  occasfcned  by  the  agency  of 
another  person.  They  must  prove  that  the 
p.fisoner  at  the  bar  was  th;it  agent,  and  that  in 
causing  the  death  of  Dr.  George  Parkman  he 
bad  acted  with  malice  aforethought. 

If  any  one  of  these  facis  is  not  proved,  the 
Govtrnment  cannot  ask  the  ii.'e  of  Pr. .lessor 
Webster;  and  unless  the  death  is  proved,  they 
caa  have  no  (  fftfct.  Unless  they  show  that  he 
came  to  his  death  by  the  defendant — that  it  was 
with  malice  aloreihoughc — they  can  have  no 
verdict  for  murdfer,  bat  may  have  it  for  a  lesser 
irime — raansbughter. 

These  facts,  then,  gentlemen,  which  the  gov- 
ernment must  jirove,  they  have  undertaken  to 
establish  by  much  evidence.  Time  h:is  been  ex- 
^hausted  to  an  unusual  extent,,  in   gatheiing  to- 


gether the  facts  which  are  called  (he  proofs  in 
this  case  against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar;  and 
thuugh,  gentlemen,  we  have  spent  ilay  alter  day, 
not  one  single  fact  is  proved  which  comes  di- 
rectly to  any  one  ol  the  great  poinis^-vvhiGh  the 
government  are  bound  to  esiabli.-h. 
^By  no  direct  evidence  is  it  shown  thai  George 
Parkman  is  no  longer  in  the  l^nd  ol  the  living — 
by  no  direct  evidence  that  he  was  slain  ihrotigh 
the  agency  of  anotlier.  By  no  direct  evidence 
hiiv  they  shown  that  the  prisoner  at  ihe  bar  had 
any  agency  whatsoever  in  procuring  that  death. 
But  every  one  of  these  facts  is  sought  to  be  pro- 
ven by  collateral  circumstances — by  asking  you 
to  ascertain  certain  facts  which  are  knovini,  and 
from  those  facts  you  are  to  draw,  by  inlerences, 
those  other  facts  which  are  yet  unknown. 

Let  us  see,  then,  precisely  what  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Governwent  is.  Let  us  see  precise- 
ly what  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  concedes 
and  then  we  shall  find  the  preci:  e  issue  to  be 
tried,  and  the  question  which  you,  upon  your 
high  responsibility,  are  called  to  try. 

The  precise  proposition  which  the  govern- 
ment  undertook  to  establish  by  the  indirect 
testimony  which  they  have  introduced,  is^  that 
on  the  2;id  of  JNov.  1849,  I>.  Gr-oiee  Pnrlimnn 
between  the  hours  of  one  and  two  o'clock,  en- 
tered into  the  Med  cal  College,  and  had  an  in- 
terview there  wilh  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and 
that  he  never  left  that  building.  That  be  and 
the  prisoner?ne\er separated,  but  that  shortly  al- 
ter, Ur.  Parkman  w.is  found  dead  in  the  Col- 
lege. 

This  is  the  proposition  which  the  governmeat 
undertakes  to  prove.  Maik,  gentlemen,  that 
the  government  do  not  undertake  to  establish — 
nor  is  there  any  evidence  in  the  case  from  which 
it  CDuld  by  possibility  be  inferred,  tl»at  these 
parties  ever  met  again.  If  they  separated 
there,  tftere  is  no  proof  that  they  have  seen  tach 
other  since, — none,  gentlemen.  If  George 
Parkman  was  the  victim  ol  violence,  there  is 
nothing  to  connect  his  death  with  the  hand  of 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

This  is  the  proposition  of  the  government, 
What  is  that  of  the  defendant  ■?  He  has  always 
stated  that  at  half-past  oiVJ  o'clock  on  the  23d 
of  November,  1849,  there  was  an  interview  at 
that  College,  for  a  specific  puipose,  between 
him  and  Dr.  Parkman.  That  that  purpose  was 
then  accomplished,  and  that  Dr.  Parkman  then, 
in  lileand  activity,  left  that  building  or  room  in 
whicli  the  interview  betw-een  the  parties  took 
place.  This  is  the  proposition  of  the  prisoaer 
at  the  bar. 

That  Dr.  Parkman  left  this  building,  after  "an 
interview  of  a  few  momenta,  at  hair  past  one 
o'clock,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  conceOes.  Be- 
yond this  he  denies  everything.  A  id  ifthegov- 
ernmen  will  have  it  that  Dr.  ParkiJian  was 
in  the  building  at  a  later  hour  tdan  that,  they 
must  prove  it. 

Now,  gentlemen,  upon  these  two  proposi- 
lions  which  make  an  issue  between  the  govern- 
ment and  the  prisoner,  whether  Dr.  Parkman 
did  in  fact  leave  that  building  ot  not,  we  are  to 
examine  the  evidence.  To  show  that  he 
did  not  leave  the  building— that  he 
was  slain  there—  hat  the  inteTTiew 
terminated  n   ke  death  ef  Dr.  Parkman,  all  the 
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eTide.ica  comes  in  different  forms.  1  do  not  in- 
tend to  say  to  yuu,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  by 
aay  mea  s,  that  the  chain  of  circumstautia!  ev- 
idence Whicfi  the  government  have  brought, 
has  not  a  tendency  to  prove  the  fact  charged 
upon  the  [iris  tner,  without  explanation,  without 
farther  exarainatisn,  and  without  the  clos&st 
analysis,  it  would  naturally  have  that  tendency. 

We  have  undertaken  to  satisfy  you,  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  Dr  Parkraan  did  leave  this  building, 
and  was  seen  in  various  parts  of  this  city  at  a 
later  hour  on  that  sau.e  day.  Suppose  thfit  the 
evidence  in  the  case  shall  convince  you  that  Dr 
Parkman  separated  himself  from  Dr  Webster, 
and  went  his  way,  where  is  the  evidence  to  show 
that  they  ever  rjiet  again? 

Admit  that  the  parts  of  a  l)ody  found  in  that 
building  were  the  remains  of  Dr.  Paikman,  and 
that  he  came  to  his  death  by  violence;  yet,  if 
these  parties  separated  once,  and  there  is  no 
proof  that  they  came  together  again,  we  must 
say  that  it  is  one  great  mystery,  that  had  baffled 
ail  investigation. 

So,  gentlemen,  is  the  every  day  experience  of 
life.  It  has  been  said.that  "realitie<5  are  stranger 
than  fiction."  The  imaginatiou  cannot  keep  pace 
with  the  extraordinary  events  of  file,  and  there 
are  mysteries  in  the  order  of  Providence  and 
course  of  human  life,  which  human  reason  can- 
not fathom — -which  lie  deeper  and  lovver  than 
•he  human  mind  can  sound. 

Then,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  these  parties 
separated,  although  it  may  he  true  that  the  re- 
mains of  Dr  George  Paikmau  were  found  lay- 
ing under  the  Me<lical  College — if  these  parties 
separated,  there  is  no  proof  that  touches  or  can 
touch  the  life  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar — none 
that  can  connect  liim  with  the  sad  evenis  which 
transpired  on  or  immediately  after  the  23d  of 
November. 

And  how,  gentlemen,  does  the  case  stand  1 — 
Did  they  separate  or  did  they  notl 

We  liave  called  several  witnesses,  all  respec- 
table inhabitants  of  this  community,  to  testify 
before  you  concerning  his  character.  Seeing 
die  condition  in  which  Or.  Webster  has  been 
placed  in  reference  to  the  discovery  of  these  re- 
mains— alone  in  his  cell — with  no  powerful  and 
opulent  family  to  aid  and  assist  him — with  a 
wife,  and  three  daughters,  whom  you  have  seen 
upon  this  stand,  occupying  his  mansion  in  a 
neighboring  city — these  witnesses  have  sprung 
up,  as  it  were,  by  their  casual  recollection;  and 
we  have  been  enabled  to  discover  these  proofs, 
and  bring  them  to  your  ears.  Gentlemen,  the 
number  of  witnesses  is  not  large,  but  rontrast  it 
in  this  estimate  with  the  government  wit- 
nesses, with  all  their  search,  and 
compare  the  number  of  witnesses  who 
saw  Dr  Farkman  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the 
23d  of  Nevember,  with  the  numbers  who  have 
been  brought  here  by  the  Government  to  show 
that  he  was  seen  m  the  morning,  when  he  was 
engaged  in  his  ordinary  pursuits,  and  even  in 
that  they  will  not  stand. 

We  call,  gentlemen,  before  you,  the  testimo- 
ny of  Messrs  Thompson,  Wensworth,  Cleland, 
Mrs  and  Miss  Rhodes,  Mrs  Hatch  and  several 
others.  1  shall  not  at  this  moment  dwell  upon 
this  testimony.  Mrs  Hatch  testifies  that  on 
Friday,  the  23d  November,  at  a  quarter  before 


two  o'clock,  she  saw  Dr  Parkman  in  Cambridge 
street.  It  was  also  testified  to  that  the  Doctor 
was  seen  after  two  o'clock.  Of  this  testimony 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter,  in  a 
connection  of  the  highest  importance,  most  preg- 
nant of  suggestions,  and  will  be  found,  as  1  think 
eventually,  to  be  of  the  greatest  moment. 

-Mr.  Thompson  says  he  came  in  from  Cam- 
bridge that  afternoon  after  three  o'clock — more 
than  an  hour  after  Dr.  Parkman  left  the  College- 
He  saw  him  in  Causeway  street,  and  knew  him, 
as  he  says,  perfectly  well — he  was  upon  one  side 
of  the  street,  and  the  Doctor  upon  the  other.  I 
did  not  know  on  the  cross-examin;ition  that  up> 
on  one  occasion  the  witness  had  given  a  differ- 
ent account,  which  would  be  calculated  to  create 
a  distrust  of  the  testimony  given  here.  When 
the  Attorney  General  cross-examined  this  wit- 
ness, from  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  I 
inferred  that  something  had  been  stated  which 
he  did  not  conform  to  upon  the  stand.  It  said 
that  he  related  t-lie  circumstance  of  meeting  Dr. 
Parkman  in  Causeway  street  to  Mr.  Andrews, 
and  asked  him  to  write  it  down  for  him,  alleg- 
ing as  an  excuse  that  his  hands  were  cold,  and 
he  could  not  conveniently  use  the  pen.  He  (Mr 
Thompson)  then  communicated  the  interview 
which  he  had  or.  Friday,  Nov,  23,  with  Doctor 
Webster,  and  put  it  into  Andrews'  hands  in 
writing. 

There  is  nothing  in  that  paper  which  could 
aflect  the  credibility  of  this  witness.  He  is 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds, 
ill  Cambridge,  and  met  him  at  twenty  minutes 
past  two  on  the  day  he  disappeared. 

The  learned  counsel  then  alluded  to  the  ideas 
on  Byology  of  this  witness,  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  government  had  attempted  to  discharge  his 
evidence  on  account  of  his  belief  in  that  theory. 
Judge  Merrick  continued — I  do  not  think 
this  witness  is  to  be  discredited.  Every  one 
can  say  that  honest  and  sincere  men  sometimes 
adopt  strange  systems  of  philosophy.  He  is  a 
witness  wlio  is  well  kiiown  in  this  coaiiaunity, 
and  a  man  whose  personal  appearance  upon  the 
stand  entitles  hiwi  to  favorable  consideration. 
Mr.  W«ntwortli  testifies  that  between  two  and 
3  o'clock  on  theday  of  the  disaspearance,  he 
saw  Dr.  Parkman  coming  towards  him.  He 
had  his  hand  under  his  coat,  and  the  witness, 
spoke  of  it  to  Mr.  Russell  who  was  with  him  as 
the  time.  This  witness  states  that  he  retnena.. 
bers  that  it  was  Friday,  from  the  circumstanca 
that  he  went  down  to  Ha\mirkel  Square  to 
purchase  his  provisions,  &c,  for  the  succeding 
day.  Ch  returning  to  his  home,  he  was  in= 
formed  by  hi.-i  wife,  that  during  his  absence 
two  men  had  been  to  his  house  to  enquire 
for  Dr.  Parkman,  and  he  immediately  said  to, 
his  wife  'I  think  Dr  Parkman  cannot  be  a  great 
ways  off,  for  I  saw  him  yesterJay  afternoon.' 

Now,  gentlemen,  here  is  evidence  which  is 
not  to  be  impeached.  The  only  true  circum-. 
stances  which  have  been  found  here  to  effect  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Wenlworth.  is  simply  this  : 
That  Mr  Russell  has  been  called  to  testify  that 
he  has  no  recollection  of  that  event  at  all.  He- 
rememhers,  however,  that  at  spme  time  he  was 
walking  with  Mr  Wentworth,  and  they  naet  Da 


Parkman,  but  he  lias  no    recollection   whatever 
of  the  particular  lime. 

We  cannot  well  explAia  the  workings  of  our 
own  mind.  We.  ace  enif;i^-e<)  from  morning  un- 
til niglit  in  a  vastnumher  of  Iransaclions.  VVe 
see  a  great  number  of  ludividuals,  mid  casual 
observation  is  made.  We  speak  to  these  per- 
sons, and  there  being  nothing  in  ptirticelar  at 
the  moment  to  make  upon  our  minds  an  iini)re8- 
sion,  no  trace  is  left  there. 

And  I  will  put  it  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  ju- 
rj :  You  have  been  separated  from  yov.r  fellow 
citizens  many  tedious  days;  go  back  with  your 
recollection  to  the  day  you  came  here,  and  an- 
swer to  your  own  consciousness,  whether  you 
can  recount  to  yourselves  or  any  body  e'se, 
whom  you  saw  the  day  you  came.  The  impor- 
tant objects  are  impressed  upon  your  minds, 
but  the  unimportant  are  gone  with  the  air  which 
you  breathe.  So  it  is  with  Mr  Russell. 
^The  learned  counsel  then  proceeded  to  a  re- 
view of  the  other  testimony  that  had  been  given, 
tending  to  prove  ih;it  Dr  JParkman  was  seen  in 
different  parts  cf  the  city  at  an  liour  subsecjuent 
to  that  in  which  he  is  alleged  to  have  entered 
the  Medical  College,  and  never  cume  out. 

Mrs.  Rhovides  was  acquainted  with  Dr.  Park- 
man's  family,  and  had  been  tor  a  number  of 
y:ars.  She  had  been  nut  shopping  with  her 
daughter,  and  met  Dr.  Parkman  in  Washington 
street,  and  bowed  to  him,  recfiving  from  him  a 
similar  salutation.  Her  daughter  testified  to 
the  same  fact 

Mr.  MerrJch  reaterated  the  different  points  in 
these  witnesses'  testimony,  and  in  forcible  lan- 
guage portrayed  their  imporiance  to  the  jury. 

This,  then,  (continued  the  learned  couiis  el 
is  the  testimony  upon  which  we  rely  to  convince 
you  that  Dr.  Parkmaii,came  out  of  the  college 
and  was  seen  in  different  parts  of  the  city  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  23d. 

He  did  uot  return  to  his  family;  that  is 
strange.  Something  occurred  that  day  which 
we  cannon  underslandj  a-xrl  can.io'.f  each  in  any 
mannest  What  tnat  was,  who  can  telll  When 
.rtis  friends  at  first  made  a  comparatively  siiglit 
and  fruitless  search,  they  gave  notice  to  the 
■world,  and  put  their  minds  upon  causes  wS.ich 
^oduced  such  strange  effects.  And  it  is  neither 
"tinjust  Bor  unreasonable  to  suggest  what,  upon 
the  greatest  deliberation,  was  suggested  by  his 
friends  then.  We  support  no  new  theory;  but 
we  take  up  the  theory  of  his  friends  and  those 
who  knew  him  best.  They  thought  that  he 
might  have  strayed  away  under  the  influence  of 
some  sudden  abberration  of  mind.  They  would 
not  have  put  forth  a  suggestion  of  that  kind  un- 
der a  reward  of  ^3000  lor  his  discovery,  and 
jou  know  it. 

We  know  that  respectable  and  unimpeacha- 
ble men  aud  women,  who  are  capable  of  deter- 
mining this  problem,  did  see  this  man  on  that 
altei  noon.  Who  can  say  that  that  is  not  true  1 
The  suggestion  is,  they  may  be  mistaken — but 
are  you  carlain  thiit  they  are  mistaken  1 

When  the  mangled  remains  of  this  human  be- 
ing were  spread  out  on  the  floors  o(  the  Medical 
College,  and  exposed  to  medical  gentlemen  and 
friends,  they  were  asked  to  sxamine  and  see  if 
they  could  find  anything  dissimilar.     But  when 


they  briug  that  testimony  here  to  you  as  a  fact 
fro, 11  which  ycu  are  tu  d.iav^  an  inference.  Yet 
they  ask  you  to  rely  u|)on  circumstantial  evi. 
deuce  to  believe  that  respect  ible  men  and  wo- 
men were  not  mistaken  in  the  nakei  leg,  but  in 
the  open  face  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  living 
man. 

What,  then,  are  we  here  furl  What  is  the 
solemn  duty  which  you  are  Vi  perform  1  To 
weigh  all  the  evidence,  nut  a  part.  To  take  up 
a/nhe  evidence,  and  see  whether  the  evidence 
which  they  produce  tends  to  eslahlish  that  hy- 
pothesis. 

Gentleman,  1  shall  proceed  to  an  examina- 
ation  of  the  testimony  which  ilie  government 
have  brought  in,  and  I  mean  to  treat  this  testi- 
mony with  all  fairness  that  my  mind  is  capable 
o(.  I  do  not  (eel  as  if  I  was  l^ere  to  enter  ir.-to 
a  controversy  with  you,  neither  do  I  fee!  as  if 
I  was  in  controversy  witli  my  friends  ihe  coun- 
sel here. 

We  come  hsre  to  vindicate  justice.  1  speak 
to  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  hcpe  that  I  may  aid 
you  in  the  great  duty  which  we  h  ive  belo>'e  us. 
We  sometimes  speak  ariiestly  ar  d  in  deep  con- 
viction. We  have  c  pposition  to  contend  with. 
VVe  know  that  you  are  our  friends — the  friends 
of  t!ie  prisoi  er  at  the  bar,  as  you  are  the  friends 
of  your  own  brother. 

Let  us  look,  geiilemeii,  at  the  facis  in  the  or- 
der in  which  the  governmeni  have  proved  them, 
and  see  how  far  their  evidence,  direct  or  cir- 
cumstantial, reaches.  The  government  must 
prove  t'le  girilt  of  the  defendant — the  I'Uithen  of 
proof  must  be  conclusive,  an;l  if  ihey  do  notes- 
tab'ish  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  the  several 
(acts,  they  cannot  elaira  or  a.-k  (or  a  verdict. 
The  law  presumes  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bai 
is  not  guilty,  unless  it  is  forced  upcn  the  mind 
by  a  just  consideration  of  the  evidence  beford  us. 

1  now  come  to  ihe  proofs  which  the  Govern- 
mfnts  have  brought  forward.  They  are  to  es- 
tab  Ish— . 

First — The  death  of  Br.  Parkman. 

Second— Thai  his  death  was  occasionedby 
the  agency  of  a  third  per.-on. 

First — Have  they  proved  to  ynur  satisfaction 
that  Dr.  George  Parkman  is  dead  ?  They  have 
much  evidence,  ceriaivily,  tending  to  establish 
this  5  and  I  shall  but  state  that  evideuce  to  you 
with  the  single  rem  iris  that  it  is  for  you  to  pause 
upon  it,  before  you  can  proceed  on  with  the  in- 
vestigation cf  other  and  more  important  matters. 

Dr.  Parkman  entered  the  Medical  C>llege  on 
Friday,  the  23d  of  Noxember  ;  since  that  day 
he  has  not  been  aeeu.  To  show  that  he  is  dead 
subsequent  to  that  day,  certain  remains  o(  a  bo- 
dy were  found,  and  some  evidence  has  been 
introduced  tending  to  show  that  that  budy  was 
the  body  of  Dr.  Parkman.  In  the  first  place, 
there  were  parts  of  a  human  body  found  in  the 
vault  beneath  the  privy — parts  in  a  tea  chest, 
and  parts  amomg  the  cinders  of  a  furnace.  Re- 
spectable and  most  intelligent  gentlemen  have 
been  called  here  to  testify  to  each  and  all  ihe 
parts  then  fonnd. 

Dr.  Wyman,  who  has  exhibited  much  science 
in  his  profession,  has  stated  to  you  that  frag- 
ments of  bones  which  he  found  in  the  furnace, 
correspond  with  the  parts  belonging  to  the  body 
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wliich  were  not  found  in  tlie  tea  chest  or  in  the 
vault.  He  slifnl  th.-it  these  coiistitiue  the  lelt 
le^,  hands  and  feet,  and  that  there  were  none  of 
these  fragments  uhiih  could  have  existed  in  sny 
bnt  parts  of  a  hiimiin  liody. 

Now  en  this  testimony  you  are  to  consider, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  result  al  which  you 
will  arrive,  if  all  these  fragements  did  not  con- 
stitute a  pan  of  one  human  being.  The  enquiry 
then  is.  was  that  body  the  remains  ofDr.  George 
Parkman  or  not?  And  upon  this  you  have  very 
strong  prools.  The  testimony  ofmedical  gentle- 
men it  is  to  tlie  eff  it  thut  the  structure  of  Dr 
Parkman  was  very  peculiar,  and  that  these  re- 
mains corresponded  in  every  way  with  (he  body 
of  Dr.  Parkmin.  Ttie  lorm,  size,  color  ol  the 
hair  on  the  back,  is  certainly  strong  evidence 
that  this  is  probably  the  hody  of  Dr.  George 
Paikman,  and  this  is  subitaniiattd  by  the  t;sti- 
moBy  of  Dr.  Keep,  a  medical  genile- 
man,  who  made  some  mlueral  teeih  for 
Doctor         Parknia  i,  and  who  has 

proven  some  of  the  teeth  found  in  the  service  to 
be  his  own.  He  lias  not  a  particle  of  doubt  but 
that  they  were  t.ie  teeth  o"  Dr.   Parkinau. 

These  circumi'fances  are  certainly  very  st.iong, 
tending  to  esial  litih  ihe  idsntity  of  this  body. 
We  have  called  your  allention  to  the  ttstiiiiony 
of  Dr  Morton,  who  has  given  to  you  all  the  in- 
formation on  the  subject  that  he  could.  We 
called  him  for  ilie  pm  pose  of  letting  you  under- 
Htand  the  namre  and  tlie  character  of  these  teeih. 

It  has  enabled  the  government  to  bring  in  the 
mostskilful  'leiuis.s  as  there  are  in  this  oity.  I 
have  only  to  say  in  relerence  to  this  question  of 
the  identity  of  the  body  :  If  iliegovernmen*  can- 
not say  that  this  is  Ur.  Parkman's  body,  tliis  is 
an  end  al  the  case. 

Second — The  cause  of  death  :  Have  the  gov- 
enment  satisfied  bi-yond  a  reasonabto  dnubt,  that 
Doctor  Parkii  an  died  by  violence  1  I  shall 
not  now  call  your  attention  to  any  part  of  the 
goverumen  test<-stimony  iniplicatidg  Prof,  Web- 
ster as  the  criminal.  I  suppose  the  government 
will  rely  on  two  circcumstances  which  are  quite 
iiisuflicient  to  justify  the  jury  into  a  determina- 
tion that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  vi- 
olence. I  refer  to  the  fracture  of  the  skull,  and 
those  portions  of  the  bones  which  have  some  ten- 
dency to  show  tliat  death  was  cau.^ed  by  fracture 
of  the  skull  before  it  had  been  subjected  to  the 
action  of  heat.  There  was  nothing  which  would 
enable  them  tii  delerinine  wlictlipr  the  fracture 
was  before  or  after  death,  but  even  in  the  later 
caae — that  it  was   a  fracture  before  calcination. 

We  come  next  to  the  perforation  in  the  side. 
It  appears  from  the  testimony,  that  it  was  dis- 
coved,  immediately  after  it  was  exposed  to  view, 
shall  not  dispute  about  its  being  there  before  or 
after  death.  Now  was  it  cut?  Doctor  Strong 
thinks  that  it  was  made  before  death.  Doctors 
Winslow  Lewis,  Gay  and  Holmes  made  an  ex- 
amination and  found  that  it  was  not  so.  An  ex- 
amination made  at  a  moment  wfien  all  inquiry 
was  of  the  utmost  importance,  wtien  every 
circumstance  was  looked  at  as  a  matter  mo- 
msntou-i,  in  relation  lo  this  great  calamity,  and 
Ihey  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
cut  there,  t-ut  it  was  a  ragged  opening;  that  a 
cleaa  cut  could  be  made  after  death  as  well  as 
before^    You  have  the  testimony  of  three  p'ly 


sicians  that  the  wound  w^as  not  caused  by  a 
stab  or  a  sharp  instrument  Then  gentlemen 
vou  arede^tiiute  0(  proof  Either  that  Dn  G. 
P.,  if  this  was  his  body,  cairie  to  his  death 
death  by  a  blow  on  the  skull,  or  a  stab  in  the 
side ;  and  then  what  nexil  How  did  he  come  to 
his  death  1  How  was  he  killedl  Youfindupon 
the  person  wounds  sufficient  to  destroy  human 
life.  Take  a  man's  head  off,  and  it  kills  him; 
take  his  breast  bone  out,  and  separate  all  the 
internal  |)arts  of  the  body,  and  it  kills  iiim;  put 
his  head  in  the  fire  awd  burn  it  to  cinders,  and  it 
kill.s  him — but  was  Dr  Parkman  destroyed  in 
any  one  of  these  ways'?  Do  you  think  he  was 
burned  to  deathl  Do  you  suppose  he  was  killed 
by  having  his  legs  cut  off  with  the  ki^ilel  His 
arms  were  severed  from  the  shoulde.is  by  some 
dissector;  did  that  kill  him'?  Let  noljody  be- 
lieve that  any  one  of  these  modes  of  mutilation 
was  the  cause  of  death. 

But  when  was  ill  After  all  the  in»estigat)OH 
which  has  been  made,  this  matter  i.-<  as  dark  as 
it  was  before  light  went  into  the  cavern  under- 
neatli  the  Medical  follege 

How  he  died  we  do  not  know.  Then  are  the 
goveiiiment  to  s:iy  that  he  came  to  his  death  by 
violence,  when  they  cannot  prove  itl  when  all 
the  mutilation  found  irpun  the  body  is  discovered 
not  to  have  been  the  cause  ol  his  death  1 

A  man  is  seen  with  a  bloody  sword  in  his 
hand  running  from  a  housf,  and  persons  when 
going  into  the  house  discover  a  man  with  a  wound 
in  his  side  that  correspond  with  the  size  of  the 
sword.     Here  is  conclusive  evrlence. 

But  in  the  present  case,  the  disappearance 
was  on  the  23d  and  the  discovery  of  the  body 
on  the  SOlh — seven  days  afterwarifs — and  there 
weie  no  wounds  or  mutilati(.n  found  upon  it, 
but  what  might  have  been  inflicted  after  death. 
Death  besets  tlw  liumnn  faml  y  in  ten  thousand 
ways.  SometiBies  it  approaches  soul  and  body. 
Can  you  say  leriain  seven  days  after  the 
death  of  Dr.  Georgia  Pirkman  that  he  did  not 
die  a  natural  death?  I^  th  re  anyihing  remains 
to  show  that  Dr  Paikman  did  not  die  a  natural 
d-.aih'?  Can  you  leap  through  this  thick  fog 
and  by  ci  cumslances  almost  increditable,  con- 
clude that  deal  h  came  from  violence?  When 
a  body  has  he;  n  found  ani  can  be  identified 
the  first  ca=e  sh-  u'd  be  to  see  th  it  the.  proyf  is 
clear,  that  body  ce-ised  to  live  in  consequeace 
of  violence  applit'd  to  it? 

If  this  could  not  be  shown  by  direct  or  indirect 
evidence,  strong  suspicions  are  excited,  and  the 
greatest  of  jealousies  may  fill  the  mindsof  men  , 
and  still  thc-ie  is  a  want  of  that  judicial  proof, 
of  which  conscientious  men  are  found  to  be 
wanting. 

I  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  Professor 
Webster  can  iiccount  for  the  appearance  pf  the 
body  there;  but  we  do  pretenil  to  say  that  the 
government  must  piove  this  fact  before  they  can 
ask  for  a  convic  ion  ;  jud  when  we  say  to  you 
that  these  marks  might,  everyone  of  them,  have 
been  inflkteii  long  alter  death,  we  will  under- 
take t©  demonstrate  it. 

We  do  not  attempt  to  show  how  those  remains 
came  th^re.  A  inidnight  robber  might  have 
seized  the  body  and  concealed  it  lor  a  time,  for 
the  sake  of  plunder  which  could  be  had  from  'n-. 
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But  suppose  that  these  were  passed,  and  it 
were  admitted  that  it  was  the  body  of  Dr.  G. 
Parkman,  and  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  the 
agency  of  anoihefj  1  submit  it,  gentlemen,  to 
your  calm  enquiries,  if  tlie  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  government  upon  this  subject  goes  oely  to 
create  a  strong  probability,  but  does  not  come 
up  to  a  clear  pomt,  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt, 
that  this  body  was  placed  there  by  Professor 
Websttr. 

But  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  pass  with  me 
and  come  to  the  conclusion  tha<  this  was  the 
body  of  Dr,  Parkman  ,  and  that  his  death  was 
caused  by  the  violent  agency  of  Dr.  Web- 
ster. What  was  the  crime  which  was  committed 
in  taking  the  life  ?  I  shall  attempt  to  show 
how,  if  the  crime  was  committed  by  Dr  Web- 
Bter,  it  was  the  crime  of  manslaughter. 

Dr.  Webster  denies  that  he  did  the  murder; 
but  gentlemen,  his  counsel  cannot  know  what 
effect  the  evidence  which  the  governmpnt  have 
produced  may  have  on  your  minds,  and  there- 
lore,  if  you  should  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
he  is  guilty,  then,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  we 
must  ask  yoa  to  say— what  was  it? 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  law  was  stated  in 
a  clear  and  mo^t  distinct  manner,  by  my  cc  I- 
league.  Homicide  is  divided  into  two  kinds; 
We  come  to  the  conclusiou  that  if  a  homicide  is 
committed,  that  it  was  under  circumstances  of 
such  extenuation  that  it  reduced  the  homicide 
from  murder  to  manslaughter.  It  is  understood 
that  if  a  homicide  is  committed,  it  will  be  con- 
sidered murder  while  it  is  found  to  be  mau- 
aiatigiter. 

The  question,  then  is,  if  homicide  occurs  in 
this  case — if  Dr.  Webster  took  the  life  of  Dr. 
Parkman — did  it  occur  under  such  extenuating 
circumstances  as  would  reduce  the  crime  from 
murder  lo  manslaughter  ? 

Now,  gentlemen,  you  will  receive  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court,  what  it  is  necessary  for  the 
government  to  prove,  in  order  to  make  out  a 
case  of  manslaughter,  without  which,  the  charge 
of  murder  cajild  not  l)e  entertained.  I  do  not 
precisely  understaud,  may  it  please  the  court, 
what  is  meant  by  manslaughter,  viewed  in  the 
light  of  the  counsel  for  the  government.  I  do 
net  understand  that  it  devolves  upon  the  defence 
to  show  that  in  a  case  of  vo'untary  homicide, 
that  there  was  not  premeditation. 

Gentlemen,  on  the  question  whether  ;he  hom- 
icide was  murder  or  manslaughter:  if  you  ask 
the  question,  if  Dr  Parkman  came  to  his  death 
by  the  hands  of  Dr  Webster,  and  that  he  killed 
him  by  design,  then  the  law  implies  malice  or 
malice  aforethougnl,  accompanied  with  the  kil- 
ling by  design.  The  use  of  a  deadly  weapon  in- 
dicates a  design  and  purpose  to  accomplish  such 
an  act. 

But,  gentlemen,  in  determining-  these  ques- 
tions, the  jury  are  to  look  at  all  the  evidence, 
and  see  under  what  circumstinces  the  homi- 
cide must  have  been  perpetrated;  and  if  it  ap- 
pjar  to  the  jury  by  a  fair  and  proper  inference 
that  the  homicide  was  not  committed  but  under 
the  exteauating-  circumstances  of  provocation 
or  sudden  combat  between  parties,  then  the 
crime  was  maoslaughter. 

I  suppose,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that  the  gov- 
eroment  meant  to  show  tliat  there  is  evidence  in 


this  case  of  express  malice.  I  understand  per- 
fectly well  how  this  is  alleged  to  have  taken 
place;  and,  therefore .  be  fore  I  go  to  the  partic- 
ular circumstances  of  the  case,  I  must  come  to 
this  fact,  that  the  government  say  tliat  there  is 
malice  piemeditated.  That  is,  that  Dr  Webster 
does  design  to  kill  Dr  Parkman  before  he  went 
into  the  college  that  morning. 

This  is  the  particular  statement  of  the  gov- 
ernment, that  Dr.  Webster  planned  this  mur- 
di  r,  and  conceived  the  means  of  seducing  Dr, 
Webster  to  the  college  by  false  representations. 
Dr.  Webster  states  th;it  on  Friday,  the  13d  »f 
Nov.  Dr.  Parkman  met  him,  and  invited  him, 
to  the  college,  there  to  accomplish  a  particnlar 
piece  ofbusiness,  viz  :  that  Dr.  Parkman  should 
bring  to  his  place,  certain  notes,  and  he  should 
there  receive  certain  money,  and  Dr.  Webster 
states  the  appointment  took  place,  and  the 
transactions  above  mentioned  did  actually  occu;r 
that  Dr.  Parkman  did  come  there  with  his  pa- 
pers; that  the  business  was  transacted  between 
thfm,  and  they  separated 

The  government  sav  that  this  transaction  did 
not  take  place;  that  Webster  did  not  pay  this 
money;  and  then  they  ask  you  to  conclude  that 
this  evidence  is  tliat  he  seduced  him.  It  he- 
comes,  then,  quite  necessary  to  look  at  the  evi- 
dence which  the  government  have  adduced  up- 
on this  matter. 

They  have  called  Mr  Peftie,  who  sold  tickets 
for  Dr  Webster's  course  of  lectures,  and  have 
shown  you  that  money  was  paid  by  Pettie  to 
Webster;  and  then  tney  have  showed  the  depos- 
its in  the  bank,  following  the  payment  of  Mr 
Pettie.  They  attempt  to  show  that  the  funds 
which  Dr  Webster  derived  fiom  the  students, 
were  disposed  of  in  such  a  manner  that  he  had 
none  of  them  to  pay  Dr  Parkman's  bills.  The 
evidence  seems  to  me  to  be  so  satisfyirig,  that  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  say  more  than  a  few  words 
upon  it. 

Then,  gentlemen,  the  govcniment  have  called 
after  evidence  (Rlr  Hutchinson)  who  testifies 
that  on  the  morning  of  this  same  day,  23d  of 
Nov.,  Dr.  Wcbsier  drew  a  check  for  glO.  He 
s'ated  that  he  had  fnnds  in  the  hank  at  the  time 
the  check  was  drawn,  and  that  he  might  draw 
again.  Well,  gentlemen,  there  is  no  doubt  of 
the  fact  that  Dr.  Webster  wanted  this  money  for 
his  daily  use,  and  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
depositing  money  for  that  purpose,  and 
as  he  wished  it  he  drew  it  out. 

The  funds  were  drawn  out,  from  time  fo 
ime,  in  small  checks. 

Th  n  rhey  call  'd  a  witness  to  show  that  he 
had  sen*^  a  small  bill  to  him,  and  that  he  wrote 
back  that  he  would  pay  it  as  soon  as  he  receiv- 
ed it  f oDi  the  sale  of  his  ti.kefs.  But  ye.u  isee 
that  he  wanted  the  money  for  the  support  of  his 
family,  that  is  to  say, the  money  he  was  earning 
from  time  to  time,  and  which  may  be  cr^lled 
support  money.  We  can  see  that  Prof  Web- 
ster wanted  money;  and  ihat  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  drawing  weekly  from  the  bank  for  the 
purpose  of  using  it  in  his  own  family. 

We  have  shown  you  that  Dr.  Webster  had 
not  crime  enough  in  his  heart  to  perprefrate 
such  a  horrid  deed  as  is  charged  against  him. 
You  know  tha4  Dr.  Webster  was  a  debtor,  and 
that  Dr.  Parkman  was  a   cteditor.     You  know 
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thfit  Dr.  Parkman  had  made  itp  his  mind  reso- 
lutely alinnt  his  his  debtor,  aiid  he  knew  that 
ifDr  Parkman  threw  out  any  illusions  to  the 
subject,  that  it  would  have  louche. i  hira  to  the 
the  quick. 

The  property  of  Dr.  Webster  was  mort- 
gagad  to  Parkoian  ;  and  you  know  that  this 
mortgage  was  sold  to  Robert  G.  Shaw,  hy 
Web.-^ter,  and  he  thought  he  could  vindicate 
hirtisdlf  at  a  (niuie  day,  as  he  did  afterwards 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Shaw,  but  which,  unforta- 
nately,  does  not  now  survive.  Webster  knew 
w'^aj  he  was  to  meet  with  when  Parkman 
came. 

When  a  man,  enjoying  the  station  of  Dr 
Webster,  and  living  in  the  expensive  style  he 
did,  is  called  upon  to  pay  a  considerable  ibum  of 
money,  beyond  his  income,  he  must  strengthen 
himself  as  much  as  he  can.  Now,  ifyou  will  ex, 
amine  his  books,  you  will  find  that  one  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars  were  paid  by  Mr  Pettie  lo 
Dr  Webster  about  the  middle  of  November,  and 
that  !}J150  of  it  were  deposited  in  the  Charles 
River  Bank — all  the  money  which  was  derived 
from  the  sale  of  his  tickets  for  the  medical 
course.  The  balance  of  $'40  were  saved  out 
and  put  with  ihe  claim  of  Dr  Parkman  lor  the 
day  of  payment.  All  he  had  to  do  was  to  put 
himsell  in  a  sitnation  so  as  to  be  able  to  meet 
the  claim. 

Remember,  gentlemen,  two  circunr.atances. — 
Dr  Websier  says  he  paid  $483  to  Dr  Parkman — 
of  which  some  $100  was  on  the  New  England 
Bank. 

Tlie  lparn=d  coansel  then  referred  to  the  mat- 
ter of  the  ^20  bill  which  had  been  offered  the 
toleman  on  ihe  Cambridge  briHge  to  take  out  a 
tole  of  one  cent,  and  dwelt  with  sjme  force  up- 
on the  nrfb  ability  th  it  this  bill  wa-one  of  those 
which  Webster  h'.d  paid  Dr.  Parkman.  It  had 
been  staed  that  the  Professor  had  uot  recogf 
nized  the  bill,  but  this  was  nr  t  evidence  that  it 
was  not  on-j  of  those  which  he  had  paid  Dr. 
Parkitan 

He  had  said  that  the  money  came  from  the 
stuJents.  But  the  idea  was  that  it  was  not  the 
entire  sum  received  in  that  way,  but  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it  He  could  not  tell,  because 
he  could  n-'t  recognize  Ihe  sources  ftom  which 
he  obtained  it. 

Now,  continued  the  counsel  ifyou  will  look 
at  the  smill  n  ite  of  ;^483,64  and  see  how  it  is 
made  up  by  savings,  you  will  see  that  he  paid 
Dr.  Parkman  more  than  was  due. 

After  a  gener»l  review  nt  the  evidence  of  a  financial 
natu-e  adduced  in  the  case,  the  learned  gentleman  con- 
tinued— 

Now,  I  think  that  th'rftis  strong  corroboratirg  tes- 
timony that  there  were  business  transactions  on  Fri- 
day, Nev  23,  between  these  parties  Parkman  the 
creditor,  and  Webster  the  debtor.  The  f'rmeriosist- 
ed  on  havina  it  paid  at  >i)l  events  and  Webster  knew 
this  and  had  to  be  prepar'd  for  it.  It  U  al;  o  proved 
that  he  di  I  reeeive  Mioney  f  om  the  New  Engl  nd 
bank.  That  business  transiictions  did  takep'are  in 
that  college;  thai  Dr  Parkman  did  take  papers  down 
to  that  col'rge. 

Now,  aenilcmen,  '  hold  thsit  in  this  state  of  facts. 
that  alt' oirgh  this  ma'jer  is  not  ful.y  explained,  yet  I 
thii'k  the  explanation  is  sufficient  lo  deny  thein!e)eiice 
that  Dr  Websfpr  seduced  Dr.  Parkman  to  the  College 
and  murdered  him. 

I  imt  it  10  you,  (lentl-'men,  if  it  is  reasonable  that  a 
man  of  Professor  WebstT's  s  anding  in  lifs,  shouidsit 
down  and  ilelibprately  cha'k  out  the  way  to  kill  a  man. 
1;  this  ifjference  be  incorr  ct,  the  charge  of  malice 
aforethought  "-oulil  no;  be  made  out 

The  Courts  re  adjourned  until  U  o'clock. 


AFTERNOON  SEfSlON. 

Coniinuatian  of  Mr   Memck's  Argument  Jbr 
the  Defence. 

Gentlemen — I  now  call  your  attention  to  ihe  circum- 
stance which  plainly  snow  the  characier  oithr  trans- 
action, namely,  tne  death  of  Dr  Parkman.  You  will 
perceive,  G-nilemen,  ihat  that  pri  cipallv  relies  upon 
circu.ustances — and  there  is  not  now  livih' a  human 
voice  hat  can  relate  it — i>"d  to  this  conclusion,  sen- 
tl-men,  we  must  come.  Then  you  are  the  jin'gesof 
the  fact ;  ard  in  this  instance,  as  in  even  in.-tance  of 
the  kind,  you  are  the  judges  ot  the  circumstance-,  and 
the  evidence  of  circumsiancee.  from  inferences  whicJl 
areded  ciiile  frf>ai  those  circumstantial  tT^cts  which 
h-ivr  reference  to  all  kinds  of  ■Duruer, 

What  the  relations  of  these  parties  have  been,  ynu 
have  already  he  rd  statements  ma  t;  you  know  that 
lor  a  long  period  of  time  Prflessi  r  V\  i  bster  b«s  been 
indrbt  you  know  what  the  conseQuenres  of  these 
acts  ot  Unding  the  money  had  been— you  know  he 
pursued  him  by  acts  i  f  denimciation  and  injustice,  and 
thdi  Dr.  Pdikmaii  went  to  pursue  him.  As  curl*  na 
the  first  converssiion  which  he  had  w  th  his  trother- 
ln-;aw,  Mr  Shaw,  Parkmanwas  m  ch  exciien  Hgai  st 
hiin,  and  Irom  that  hour,  never  ceastd  until  it  become 
more  find  more  asgrava  ed. 

We  have  the  testimony  of  MrPetlee,  a  man  coming 
fro.ii  I'l  Parkman,  who  stated  that  h«  was  i.isap- 
pointed  a'd  chagrined,  as  he  stated  lo  shaw.  Shaw 
had  endeavored  lo  calm  bis  mind,  boih  ot  these  gen- 
tlemen <  ccupving  the  stations  in  reference  to  pecuni- 
ary means.  Tnis  fact  was  well  unde  stood  by  t  e 
community  Itw^s  not  the  ami  unt  dJe  from  Web- 
ster 10  P.irkma">,  for  the  amount  would  never  injure 
P,  rkman,  hut  there  were  other  circuuiitances. 

Parkman  was  chagrined  and  isappointed  at  this 
want  1  f  succes  in  his  application  f^r  money  to  Dr. 
^  ebster:  yet  he  never  cnlled  in  lorce  lo  eniorce  from 
Websier  ih^  payment  of  th"  de^t,  not  bv  seeking  the 
aid  of  Ihe  law,  but  exciied  with  his  debtor,  to  obtnin 
thus  mu  h,  accordinly  we  find  hio  purtun  c  nstbn  and 
his  purposes  unchanged. 

He  seat  by  Pettee  a  meFsage,  which  if  taVpn  I o  Pro- 
fessor Webster,  could  not  have  bu  excited  him 

As  ear'v  as  Sunday  evening  alter  the  sad  scene  of  the 
231  theie  was  something  exciting.  He  iinsi  have 
gratified  hij  feeling"  soon, by  using  harsh  langu  ge;  and 
in  common  parlance,  harsh  epithets  wtre  ustd,:llijw- 
ing  that  a  bad  state  of  feeling  existed  between  iht  par- 
ties. Agiiii — as  early  as  Monday  evonina.  then,  we 
find  that  Dr  Parkman  on  a  [ate  hour  ot  the  day,  wat 
in  the  laboratory  where  Webster  was  toiling  or  his 
daily  bread,  reading  chem'cai  bi.oks  and  making  irep- 
aration  lor  next  day's  business.  We  find  Dr  Pa  kman 
on  that  nigni  sajing  in  a  Slate  of  exciiement  find  ad- 
dressing Dj-  Wer.fter,  "  To-morrow  soaitthing  u.ust 
be  done."  Prof.  Webster  wrote  a  note  lo  Lr  Park- 
man,  and  I  wis'h  you  here,  Gentlemen,  to  take  particu- 
lar notice  of  this  fact. 

Webster  say«  that  Dr  Parkman  carre  to  his  place 
with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which  lie  found  in  his  pock- 
et booK.  on  the  evening  of  his  ar.  est,  and  aciUoUy  rt  ad. 
During  that  week,  we  fi  id  Dr.  i  arkmaii  watching 
the  h  ghway  to  prevent  Prof  Webster  from  apt)' cach- 
ing the  college.  We  also  find  him  again  at  Cambridge 
bridge,  where  he  asked  the  toil  man  alter  ihe  passen- 
gers, wh  i  h:id  passed  by.  He  procured  a  conveyance 
and  rode  out  to  Cambridge  and  in,iuired  neai  hin place 
of  business.  Thot  was  Thursday  And  then  we  find 
tha  after  this,  the  next  day,  they  met  and  Quarrelltd. 
Thisstateofleeling,  generated  by  iheir  whole  cou^e 
of  dealing,  was  const  nt  and  pressing.  They  met  by 
appointment  and  is  it  strange,  genilemen,  that  men 
meetii  g  nnder  such  circumstai  ces,  should  get  into  a 
wra.igle?  Is  it  strange,  1  would  a^k,  when  one  man 
coming  und  pursuiig  his  debtor,  with  the  deg.^ee  al  un- 
relentinj  cruelty,  that  atjthe  pe  iod  when  ttiey  met, 
angry  words  sh-mld  arise,  and  next  personal  collision, 
the  cons  Qiiei  ces  of  which  were  to  be  death  tu  one  of 
them.  1  am  arguing  no  pr  babilities;  iheie  is  in  mor- 
als, as  well  as  in  passion,  a  ne!;e8sary  connection  be- 
tween bLlh.  Passion  has  its  way,  »s  well  as  morals; 
the  mind  operates  accordiig  toils  laws  as  rtguiar  as 
theplaueis  move  in  their  spheres.  It  is  as  natural 
ihat  men  feeliitg  under  such  circumstances,  and  meet- 
ing, that  blows  should  follow,  and  t-'rminate  in  dea{h, 
aa  that  causeshould  produce  ttstflTect.  The  parties 
met  in  tms  state  of  excitement;  this  is  all  we  kuoysr; 
tlie  ereoitor  pressing  with  a  firm  and  hard  hand,  the 
debtor  resisting.  Justice  may  seem  sometimes  too 
exeeutins  in  its  requisitions  and  its  clai'iis  to  be  u  ged 
too  far.  ihe  party  returns  to  him  who  seems  ;o  be 
the  aggressor;  word  for  word,  bl^^w  for  blow. 

What  would  seem  mo^it  liliely  to  occur  after  such  an 
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altereat'on?  This  a'tercati'n  briueing  thft  parties  to 
combat,  ihe  combat  to  the  death  of  one  of  them.  Or 
j  that  Professor  Webster  could  have  made  the  cold, 
fearful  calculation  tor  a  scene  'ike  this,  tliat  he  pre- 
pared the  weapons,  that  h'  seduced,  that  he  led  him  on 
Kthsioi's  ind  th^^n  deliberately  slew  him. 

Now,  Gc-  tiemen  or  thr  Jury,  the  anr.als  of  crime 
,  »)Jno  BTM^h  RTorv  n«  thix-  thnt  a  man  lilts  ProfruBor 
tVebsier,  of  such  a  characte,  and  with  such  a  position, 
at  once,  by  a  sing  e  stroke,  with  all  the  infliience  of 
his  fducaiion  and  social  li'e,  perpetrate  the  worst 
crime  a  man  ca  i  commit  lijainst  his  fellow.  An  '  yet, 
geiitlemen,  wiih  these  amnzing  probatilitles,  you  ae 
aslted  to  beKeve  that  this  crime  wasdelibsratcly  com- 
mute'. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  no  nltermtivc;  you  are  to  iiul^e, 
you  are  not  to  go  beyond  this  perod  of  (ime  What 
had  trrtn«i|)ired  between  ihese  parlies  brfore  this  time, 
snd  ^vha' had  octurrf  d  nit<rwards,  could  not  chausie 
of  the  ac*,  whicfiwis  ihm  a  comp  lets  ?.'-t  A.iid  J 
leave  it  10  youas  ra'ional  men,  who  are  called  upon 
h«re  to  da  icie  Ihe  f-crs  that  are  presented,  nhetiier 
you  will  noi  gather  from  (he  circumstances  surround- 
ing the  parti  s  here,  tieyond  all  reaso  labls  doub',  that 
death  ca  ^e  ft  it  m  premeditation  but  from  ihe  sud 
denne  s  f  tmg'r,  when  there  w's  a  fea'ful  heat  and 
blood  bi^Tween  these  pfirnes,  when  they  wer  cxaKi.fr- 
at'd.  We  are  not  at  liberty  to  go  beyond  th  s  peri  id 
of  time  10  «scert  in  the  character  of  the  act,  t/ 'n 
yous'i  beyond  aind  gather  evidence  from  it  only  to 
coDsi  ler.  We  should  havn,  perhaps,  we  would  ex- 
pect, chat  the  oartifs  as  Etatei,  first  came  to  co  <ibat 
and  fern  cninb'i  went  in*o  drath.  We  sb udd  hope 
tJiHt  ftfter  having  s  ain  lii^  victim  we  should  find  him 
ejccla-ming.  "  Sol  have,  mercy  upon  me,  1  have  -an 
my  f  llow  man  "  1  wan  rash  nnd  gave  him  hard 
woi'ds.  I  retor  ed  upon  him;  I  j;re.-6ed  upon  him  in  the 
heat  of  )a->sion  until  I  smote  him  to  the  ear  h  ind  left 
him  a  blreding  corpse.  But,  gentlemen,  do  yon  be- 
lieve Wc  w  •■id all  do  'O.?  ' "ofisider,  gentiern»n.  Prof. 
Web-^t  r  was  a  'mn  of  stinding  in  society,  and  he  hid 
a  fuiiily  .nnd  Wife  "fepeidina  upon  him  for  su  port 

Let  us  assume  that  in  a  moment  of  temctatia;!,  while 
yet  th-5  bk)  d  was  hoi  and  passion  high,  he  commit  ed 
such  a  rash  act.  ffefore  his  blood  cools,  surround*  d 
as  he  was  by  the  walls  of  that  College  from  which 
everyhumaueye  was  shut  out,temptatian  catie  over 
him,  and  he  slew  his  victim.  From  that  moment, 
Genilerarn.he  expected  time  loenable  him  to  preve  it 
ihe  disclosu-e  and  all  its  conseciuences — that  after  the 
first Itnl^o  step,  after  saying  his  fellow  niani  he  at- 
l«mut  dtoconi-.-al  the  fact,  and  having  succei-d  d  in 
gelifig  bimsclf  clear  fr^  ra  the  rirobabilitv  of  public 
disclosure,  ne  the.i  adopis  mtiasuresto  prevent  surh 
disclosure.  He  attempts  to  conceal  it — after  the  one 
fell nl  step,  comes  the  temptation  to  conceal  and  des- 
trov.  The  tem  'aton  stid  cnmes  upon  h;ni  to  ward 
off  siisaicion,  and  to  shut  out  all  prot  f. 

If  ih  n,  Gentleinrn,  h«  gave  out  th  se  filse  reports; 
if  h«  wrote  ihose  anonymo  us  letters  to  avert  suspi- 
cion, it  would  have  been  only  the  natural  conscQueii.  e 
of  t'rit  lalt^e  step,  by  whrhhe  first  shut  himself  up 
from  public  disci  sure,  by  concealing  and  covering  up 
the  cri  e.  But  still  if  the  concealment  of  the  body 
was  commenced,  in  his  room,  it  must  be  seen  in  oih- 
er  cirouinstaiiceo,  that  it  is  for  him  to  give  an  explana- 
tion "f  his  conduct  sabi^equently,  in  coinecrion  with 
the  act  'I  h»n,Gentleme  1,  e-ramine  ihe  ttstirao  y  in 
its  vaiious  parts, and  the  probabilitifs  do  not  estsb  ish 
diat  the  crime  was  premeilltated  murder — therefore  it 
13  of  alesser  character — ihut  of  manslaughter. 

I  pass  now  to  the  consideration  of  another  point, 
ami  yet  before  I  enter  Ui,on  it,  i  have  to  ask  your  at- 
tention to  that  defence  suggeeted  by  the  counsel  asso- 
ciated with  me  Fir«t,  as  to  the  ind  ctment,  its  aver- 
ments from  the  date  of  the  ofTmce.  The  fiwt  and  sec- 
ond counts  in  the  indictment,  are  subtrmtially  the 
same 'or  .1 1  he  purposes  conneeted  w.ih  th-^  i'ld  ct- 
ment. The  charge  acainst  the  defendant  is,  that  with 
a  certain  kuif  he  made  an  i'Ssauit  upon  Geirge  l^srk- 
man,  and  stabbed  hioi  in  the  'eft  tide.  The  second 
count  Is,  that  with  a  errain  hammer,  which  h<!  had 
inhishan  s,  he  hit  him  upon  the  head  Now  these 
t  wo  counts  distincfl\  charge  two  ep  cific  acts.  If  the 
crime  vs  committed  ■  ith  a  knife-  all  the  evidence 
reaidred  t'>  satisfy  the  prosecution,  should  apply  to  the 
kiiifie  And  aljio  ths  hammer,  the  proof  should  sup- 
port this  and  no  oiher. 

ahe  third  count  I  barges,  that  he  made  the  assault 
upon  George  Parkman,  and  thrust  him,  with  his  hands 
upon  the  face,  Tne  fourth  charges  thai  the  defendant 
insome  W1V  ormau'ier,  and  by  soie  means  ca  sed 
the  deaih  of  Georg'!  Park  .  an.  Now,  we  claim,  that 
nn-'er  tiCs  accusation,  the  government  are  bou'  d  on  a 
^arge  of  murder,  to  set  out  t'leir  charge.  We  claim 
that  'he  law  distinctlv  prfsciibes  formalities— (hat  the 
law  distinctly  prescribes  the  ratnner.    We  olaim  that 


the  govf  mment,  in  compliance  with  the  rea'drements 
oflaw,  df>  not  set  out  distinc'ly  and  pif-ci-aly  the 
modes  I  f  death,  ivy  assncia'r  hnscal  ed  t  f  attention 
of  the  I  -ourt  to  s'lch  legal  auth  rities,  whicii  we  have 
deemed  it  necessTy  introdu.e,  in  suppori  ofi^ur  agu- 
men*.  It  is  no  i  r  me  t<i  repeat  th-  a  gurnei  t  only 
in  general  terms. 

nnd  'ere  let  me  a^d,  that  we  a'-eno*  bmni  10  an- 
swer with  re  pect  to  me  4lh  eoimt  and  1  iru-<l  ti-ai  in 
itiis  po  iiio-i  we  wi  1  be  ausiomed  fy  the  (Jou- 1-  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  introduce  evidence.  '  ec;iu  e  it 
do:s  not  cev.r  aiv  thiiig.  liy  p'>iaonn.g  rr 'y  ilr^wii^, 
iJig,  or  'n  some  way  or  manner,  a  pHrty,  it  sn accused, 
cnu  (1  prepare  for  h  s  offence  ;  if  ly  fire  by  ixn-on  or 
the  knife,  if  f.-y  eit'ier  of  these  means,  he  i-  accused  of 
t  liini  li!-,  he  has  arigtit  o  kii"W  b- cans- b'^i  re  the 
dct-nriant  ii  br  u,ht  to  iri'd,  the  law  glv^.-  him  this 
priv  lege  These  different  ttattfnei.ts  in  the  indiet- 
meni  aie  call-d  count  ,  anii  the  law  t-  5c  ili  t  ib.py  are 
no,  «o  be  limi  ed.  They  rnav  he  e.x  e  d  d  'O  any 
Is'g  h,  bui  when  rvrou'ht  to  trial,  the  ao  i-mme'itis 
to  be  "el  I  npo'i  ihein  e.tart  y  ;  and  if  ihere  be  any  of 
the  counts  in  the  in  'iotment  which  do^i-  noi  set  fcrta 
the  111  inner  cf  ihe  'eath  "nd  i.i  such  form  a«  M  rft'O?- 
nizedbylaw  that  is, -.n  "-e  di>t(nct  ii  r.s  wi  ich  the 
law  ureijcri  es.  and  that  the  g  vemm-n  do->sn  i  aver 
I  osil'ively,  i;!.  tnat 'O  m,  in  t'le  indictmei.t-  'i  ei  wo 
contend  th  t  the  ndictmcni  fails  and  th  t  i«  am  a  its 
t'l  n  mor'  thtn  these  w  rds,  "ih^it  John  iV.  Webater 
mtrdered  Ge  jige  Farkman  " 

One  wo>-d  more,  in  applying  the  evidence  of  the 
Government;  you  must  must  apply  that  evdf-nee  to 
the  first  or  se'^ond  connt,  wh'ch  charges  iiiu/der,  he- 
ciius-.  that  is  the  mode  of  death  relie  '  upon  bv  the 
Government.  The  Government  charge  with  striking 
upon  the  floor,  wiih  hands  nnd  feet,  in  the  thira 
count.  Tney  will  not  rely  upon  this  third  lonnt  alone- 
I  stitiiiiii  that  wa  cani^ot  apply  i  to  any  of  he  first 
first  counts,  «nd  say  that  beyond  al'  '•  leasonable 
diiji^it,"  death  was  caused  by  the  hammer  or  the 
knife. 

It  is  '  ot  'housht  Quite  so  certain  by  .In-  gentlemen  on 
the  inquest,  that  the  knife  had  b  ej  the  in-trument  by 
wnicli  the  deed  was  iierpetr.ited-  Tie  only  evidence 
te  dm?  to  how,  in  my  opinion,  hat  deiih  w  s  oca- 
sioned  either  by  a  knife  or  hammer,  is  the  evidence  of 
Dr.  Wyman,  in  referen  e  te  the  fiactnr-s  nnr-'n  the 
skul',  or  ra  hrrupon  th.-  left  side  «  f  t'le  sl>nll.  Remem- 
ber thit  the  government  are  saying,  that  G?  orge  I'aek- 
inaii  was  murdered  by  premedi*  -tion.  Uy  you  think 
th''t  Professor  W  bster  left  this  fital  dfath  to  the 
chance  blow  of  a  hammer  ir  a  knife  !■  or  th  11  h«  pre- 
pa  ed  Ihe  wav  in  which  it  should  be  done  ii-i  advance  ? 
Will  you  sav  thnt  he  did  not  strangle  him  ?  v\  hen  you 
believe  that  beating  wiih  his  »  amis  or  feet  h'  caused 
death,  wre  you  pi-e;iared  to  ^fsy  that  ih:s  is  'hat  which 
amount-  to  anything  n  ore  than  that  tic  wns  alive  and 
is  now  dead.  That  dea  h  was  in  a  particular  form. 
Wil  yon  say,  I  woid  I  ask  again,  that  liquid  p'ison 
might  not  hsve  been  poured  down  his  throat,  or  that 
ha  ■ami^  to  his  death  by  some  othfr  means  inan  that 
n  imed  in  the  iniiittment .'  We  sre  in  the  Ir'  ad  field 
of  conjec'ure.  The  government  only  ask  >  tiu  to  decide 
by  coniecture-  It  may  tie  that  there  whs  a  knife  it 
may  be  that  there  wi\s  a  hBmmer— but  fit  be  d-cided 
that  it  is  so,  or  if  it  is  proved  ihat  d<-ath  was  •  ccasion- 
ed  ill  the  manner  set  ft  rth  in  the  indictment,  t*^  e  ca-e 
is  legally  brought  before  it  legitimate  tiibnal.  1  kriow 
iha'-  the  Atton-  v  G.neral  in  f  is  ca-e  will  c  7itend  for 
an  oppos  te  position,  but  if  such  be  sus  allied  I  -.  illre- 
gard  such  deci^ii  n  as  cas'ing  a  leproach  upon  the  law 
land — upon  our  criii  inalsjstem  of  jiirisprut;enc«'. 

It  m  y  b?  said  ihat  thi^  is  a  qui"-,  lion  thai  lught  to  be 
St  down  according  to  the  fixed  printii  Its  o'  la  ■  ;  btJt, 
gentlemen,  we  lire  not  in  our  pnbl;c  courts,  to  legis- 
late upon  what  ou3ht  to  b«  law,  but  we -re  ffitnpiy  te 
inquire  what  the  law  is.  Under  such  cir'uin^i.ances,  I 
would  ask,  is  the  law  really  binding;'  and  a'e  our 
C  urts  and  Jurors,  knowing  what  the  law  is,  to  legis- 
late upon  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  apply  it  to  a 
pnrticular  cai^e.'  If  tldi  is  not  the  law,  1  say  there  is 
gre  td'Ubt  how  to  disp  r.si;  wiih  the  churaes  in  this 
pariicu'ar  case  which  we  ar»  now  try  ng  Whiit  says 
tiielawf  'here  is  a  beautiful  maxim,  '  Better  that 
one  huudred  gulity  men  .hould  escape  put  ishment 
than  ih-ti  I'lie  innocent  man  sliould  sutler,"  therefore 
it  throws  about  courts  trutt  protection  oflaw  which 
fornii-  the  basis  ol  human  right.  It  m^kes  rul<s  upon 
whi'h  to  frame  in  ittiiifiiis,  and  it  hampers  i's  own 
fllicers  wit\i  fo. ms  upon  which  it  foiuis's  ine  protec- 
tion of  law. 

Isoytoyou  fentlemati,  that  to  cquit  even  aknown 
frlon  o»  an  offence  al  ke  odious  and  uirociinis,  i.s  a  no 
ble  triunnph  el  tie  law,  w  ethftr  he  is  a.  quitted  of  ati 
ofifence  of  a  minor  character  "r  of  a  cr'me  that  wou  d 
doom  him  tn  the  scaltnld.  Then,  gentle  ,,fn.  if  you 
cannot  find  %evond  leasjiiable doubts,  J-ow  this  death 
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cstne.'ibi.it,  for  your  country's  laws  aiid  your  coun- 
Uy'a  ho'ior,  1  ask  your    enli-.t  lor  m    client. 

Ishiil  proceed  now  to  the  consider  lioii  of  the  evi- 
dence upon  •viiii^it  the  Govtrniuent  claim  to  have 
brought  home  ihe  ciaiiie 

A  I)  hei-.-  lei  Kie  ask  y  u,  lo  see  'he  position  which 
we  "c-ui)yiiii  t  •  ihe  lirriK  when  Gen/ge  Parkman  en- 
tered th  Cnlleg".  bfiiwenn  trie  hours  of  one  and  two, 
on  lhe23d  of  ^ovemb'r.  J  he  d^lendaiit  admits  tliat 
he  was  ihere  b-iwee.  one  an-*  two  If  the  government 
■will  not  lake  ihe ad.iiissiou  oi  Wefstcras  lo  the  time 
he  left,  and  ■  h  •.  se  to  taiie  -t  d  ff-rrnl  hour.novv  I  wsh 
to  OHM  ou  atierition  I'artic-djrly  to  the  evidence  in- 
volved in  the  case. 

Tu.  Gover  Ml  ■  t  claiTi  t^^at  Parkman  came  to  the 
door  of  Webster.  Webster  denies  it.  Tht;  Govern- 
ment clam  ihit  t)r  r-nrkman  cam' to  Ins  d^aih  by 
Prol  Welis'er.  Piof  Wtbsier  deni-s  it.  TheGojern- 
mem  cl  iiins  'hat  the  '■emi;,ns  of  ihe  holy  of  Ur  Park- 
man  were  found  in  the  co  ege.  This  is  iieithtr  ad- 
miit'-d  nor  i;enied  i.y  Prof  vVeh.-ier,  who  says  he 
know-(  H'l  h  n-  about  it  He  stcinls  ihen  intliispi- 
sitio ',  whru  Webster  on  ihe  morning  of  the  1st  of 
Dfcemher,  afier  suRh  aniijht  as  "an  has  scarcely  ev- 
er oas-ed,  recovf-rrd  nis  power  of  spe^ch  and  uttered 
in  impie  tint  pxp'essive  1  niuage,  "I  donl  think  thf se 
lemiiiis  a  e  therenininsof  Ur  i  arkman,  iiutho'w  they 
cfi'.e  ihtr- I  dii  net  know."  his  piopo.sition  ihen, 
gentleirieii,  is,  that  l>y  some  means  or  iMh«'  those  re- 
mains were  placed  in  that  building  wiihout  his  ag-ncy 
or  instrume^iiality.  Henevtr  nas  p  7)fessed  tn  know 
^nvllling  boat  ih-m,  nor  is  he  able  lo  explain  ths 
circ  in  la  c>-s  connected  witii  the  fiiiding  ofthosf  re- 
m.  ins  There  nre  one  or  two  niat  ers  conne  tct  With 
this  subject,  which  we  had  I;etter  dispose  of  i  ow  aa 
early  k>  we  can. 

Tue  grcit  rwHf,  ihe  circimstances  on  which  the 
govern. nent  inaiiilv  rely,  is  first  the  etttrance  of  lir. 
trsi  kiiani.ito  the  cufdical  cliege,  and  nt.xt  the  re- 
maii  s  tnsi  wee  fou..a  there,  and  ihis  wnuld  'go  to 
show,  hat  Webster  must  hie  cjnttol  over  the  liv- 
ins  as  weila-i  .he  d'-ad,  under  the  circum-siances  un- 
der whic  1  h-  is  ciai-ged  toh-ivp  conimitird  Ihe  crme. 
Nex  ,  three  leters  have  been  brouilil  torih 'o  show 
that  Pn.f.  VVthsicr's  not;  then  to  divert  ailention  frim 
the  placH,  if  a  ,  occas.mi  f^r 'livening  fUieniion  from 
the  nii-d  c  il  ollfg  ,  h 'd  arisen  at  ^H;  it  would  bedif- 
fic  It  I  ■  k;i"W  th-  object  01  Prof  Webster  exceoi  thu4 
todi"eri  it  from  himself  ihat  is  utterly  denied;! 
mea.  tistat  i  as  strongly  as  I  can:  1  am  sorry  th^t 
thes'?  lei  itr»  came  so  recently  upon  us,  and  that  we 
shi)';l  I  ha  e  -n  little  opporimiity  to  make  e.iamination 
of  them -and  that  li-y  were  put  iu  at  the  last  pirt  of 
the  ie»limo  y  for  the  g'lvernment.  We  c  ere  going  to 
close  up  entirely,  tninki  .g  our  -.ttention  would  noi  lie 
drawn  to  any  lew  U'>ints  in  the  irstimony  that  the 
evidence  already  put  in  was  suflicieiit  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

ihe  evi'le' ce  of  'he"=e  Ict-ers  is  then  int'odnced 
Ihrnugh  the  testimony  of  cxfierts.  1  do  not  ciaim  to 
have  verygreat  R  ow  edje  of  hand  wrt  in?,  tiUt  I 
tiiink  i  caoi  t  escape  lU  notic,  tha'.  effective  ci- 
(le-ice  ha.-  been  iiven  whicfi  cnH  shi  w  by  exp'-rience, 
that  i.hi«i-i  ii  i  th*  wa  o  te-t  wiih  Hccuracy  the  tes- 
timo'y  a<  res -^rds  hand-writing.  :*mi  h  tne  tiigraver, 
suist  int.  GjhK)  in  rftlation  i  .  sum?  of  the  Irtttrs,  atit) 
SHy.i  ihai  tn*se  letters  Hrs  g«;n-ine.  1  have  n-t  had 
mijch  o  p  ruini  y  lo  m.nke  personal  exauiinati.  ns  if 
'hem  yOKS  o  tra.-e  ihe  recembance  in  the  hand  "Tit- 
ia-,  of  ceriain  letters.  I  ijrofeso  not  skill  I  have  not 
prac'iced  iu  this  'usi  esa  o(  an  expert,  bat  I  do  wish 
diStinrtly  losas.  ihai  (rom  tr.v  knowledge  and  exp»vi 
cine  in  it.ls  ■  eculinr  hn-  fart  and  must  wiM  sr  c 
with  me,  ih  't  ti.is  G  ukl  is  die  merest  vii-ioniry  hat 
was  ever  called  up-.ii  to  tfsiify  before  any  Jury  upon 
mch  a  p  lint  1  am  noi  -^  li'ts  lo  ask  you  ^o  rely  upon 
his  estimony  ujon  this  loiht. 

1  merely  ask  you  that  wh  n  you  reti  c  to  your  room, 
that  you  will  In  e  ihe>e  p  :pers  and  compare  them, and 
ju  'ge  fi'r  yonrse  v?s.  Yo'i  i.re  not  to  b--  g"ver^!ied  by 
Iheopiiiio  1  01  Ml- Gould  noon  a  natierof  this  kind; 
but  iou  arc  to  consider  whether  (he  evi 'ence,  as  it 
come-  up  be  ore  you,  proves  the  character  of  the 
hand  Willing  of  the  defeiidant  be^ond  all  reasonable 
doubt.  Ainoi  g  other  ihi'  gs,  the  witness  siid  that  the 
flgnrts— 1— 3 — 4— 9,  as  th  y  appenreil  i'l  some  of  the 
let  tei s,  resejij bled  v-ry  much  the  sttle  of  writing  of 
the  dele'dant.  "The  last  sh  i  1  be  flst,  and  he  first 
sh  dl  be  l.isi."  I  wish  that  vou  would  iooK  at  the  ne. 
are  nine  in  ihose  letters,  and  then  at  ilic  nines  in  every 
one  of  III- sechei  k- which  1  now  bhow  you.  If  testi- 
mony of  ;his  characier  was  lo  bi^  re  led  upon,  no  man 
iu  the  commnidiy  would  be  safe.  1  expxess  it  under 
nay  ownc.  nv  ction. 

I  now  call  your  .•it'en'ion  to  other  points.  There  are 
two  othe.^  circumstances  i  trfiriuced  in  e-idtnce,  viz  : 
certain  articles  fouud  in  possession  ot   the   delendant. 


And  first  I  ome  to  ihe  tin  b^x.  Now  I  shouM  ask  i 
how  is  that  coiiiiect  -d  wi  h  'hr  de  endant  in  th»  case.' 
But  they  say  it  wa-  'or  the  i  u-po.s-  of  putting  tl  e  re- 
mains in  Dr  Webs  er  denies  'hn  chaig*",  and  ays 
th'^t  tMs  box  was  i  yiiil'-'t  or  certain  nnrposes,  and 
that  it  wasgi  iin;  out  'o  ''ami-idge  for  .he  purpose  tif 
put'ng  -omesmiili  ar'icksji  t. 

Attorney  '^ene.^   l — N  ,  I'o. 

lilr  MEiuiicK  Ye^  ^ow  Prof  Wibter  goes  and 
or-^ers  th<- box.  wh  ch  was  lo  b- s^nt  t'  anothtr  plai-e. 
The  Government 'a'  ,  '  ^  es!  Yes!  .ind  it  is  goii  g  for 
the  piinos  •  of  concaling  some  ot  tne  remains  "  Thnt 
is  a1I  very  well.  Oentl  men,  but  <  m  st  be  pr.  v>-'' be- 
yond a  "  rea'^o;  ah  e  don-  I  "  And  yet  th^  life  of  W eb- 
Eter  depend  pro  nbly  u  omh  t  circnmstance  alone. 
"^^  ebse- sav>  that  e  g-.ts  the  box  i- ■  ut  tiirse  small 
thingsi'i.  The  Government  say.  "  No — 't  is  for  the 
I  urp^se  of  potting  the  fr  g'neo's  of  the  b  dy  in."  Well 
al  1  ha  erow  lo  avi  .  iH  them  ir-  ve  it  if  ih-y  can  ; 
for  thesi- things  nm-t  be  rove.' be.  <vii)  a  reas' n.  ble 
doubt.  Every  hi'  gb  c  n  es  adistin  tissue,  andeaih 
feet  must  b    £st>  bli'^h'-il  b''  proof. 

I  have  only  o  s-y,  with  res  ect  t  lh<"  fish  ho  Ks 
wh'ch  were  found  ii  Ihfi  osse>sion  of  Prof.  w.  b  ler, 
Ihii  his  ideas  o'  mntlers  hcl  lining  to  uis  own  business 
aieknown  •  nl.  lo  I  i  i.i-elf  .  b'lt  >'e  dis'i  letiy  says 
Ih-it  'hey  had  ni  tMi-g  t-  do  wit'i  these  ieraains — fnd 
if  the  Oovernine  t  deny  it,  we  put  them  to  the  proof 
of  the  fact. 

Thegovernmrrt  "ay  hoi  ktp  fo  ih  t  I'ur  ose — 
tha' if  but  conje.ct' r."  '.'id  Pr.  f  Webse-  iier  fay 
that  ihey  '^  uld.  T  ei  ' 'lie  \ou,  ?•  . -ilem^n.  «n' 
stiiem^i  t  f"om  them.  'P  o'e  1!  thiig-  a  d  ho'd 
fart  ih  't  which  ii  g  .oil  ''  Th-y  must  .h'lw  -he  a  tnal 
appli  ;"ti'"in  of  itie  I'le'n  t  to  I'pn'  i»>"-e  ar'i'l's  or 
the  ^st'mony  in  f'i-i  res  ie<-.i  f d's  to  ih-  ground  Af 
ter  the  e  r«main- we  e  o  nd  in  the  labrniory  we  mnet 
most  have  Che  proof  if  he  pa  licnlrpiace  in  which 
ihev  aie  f  nm  \ 

The  bag  'f  an  wnafnindon  Tuesday  morning— it 
was'  ft  LUt-ide  and  excited  no  attention  and  was  left 
outward 

CoiiiT.  "You  d  '  not  i^tate  what  bag  of  tan  ;t 
tvas  '■ 

Mr  MBttPicK.  ''hereis  no  pro  ft>'at  there  w^sany 
b,ig  ol  tail  there' u*  one.  i- till  there  i-^  no  evideiice. 
Itwa'  lefi  iher  fir  b-  purpose  ns  being  an  article 
which  chennst^ had  !■  use.  '  d  ■  not  know  nut  at  i  ne 
time  we  shoiilil  he  ill  danjer  if  a  hui  ch  if  kevs  were 
found  that'^rof  Webster  n  oiher  coiinec  ti  ns,  rniaht 
be  id'C  d  in  iVop  -r  'y  But  in  the  meant  me  1  c-in- 
not  s-3  that  they  ha"e  <"  y  thing  t'l  do  with  Professor 
WebMer  ,  ,        ,        ,.     . 

T'  Dr.  Webstf '  ws'^  to  b-  Iri^d  a^  a  burglar,  'he  in  ■ 
treduetio  1  ofihrse  keis  wonlil  be  prop- r  ev  '  ence 
here.  The  key^  would  touch  the  burg  larn  bnt  a  dead- 
ly wea  on  can  only  ouch  'he  mu  dertr;  and  these 
keys  were  found  ii.  the  private  room  of  Dr.  W.  as 
well  as  .h'  fish-h'  ol^.s 

Nex' we  CO  -  to  the  sh  h'^'Ok"  U"on  th' P  eo'y  m- 
on  wiiich  th'  Go-  enunni  es'nbli  h  d  ih<-ir  raae    That 

II  these  t  in-ishfid  a  ronn^-ib'ti  with  P'  feasor  V'^fh- 
sterin  the  mur  er  of  Dr  Part-man  We  assure  thit 
Proffssor  Web  ter  i  :id  »  light  to  plac  'he  sp  ings 
arou.  d  tho-p  hooks  as  he  pms-d;  and  wh^itdoesit 
amo  ntto?  Notb  ng.  We  are  next  t-.'d  pomethme  in 
relation  to  the  twenti- '^ol' T  bill  Pro'es^"r  Wi-bster 
cnm^  and  iniinirei  about  it,  and  we  fi  d  him  st  .ting 
that  hekn-wrotliing  a'n  nt  it. 

We  ne-t  com°  r  '  th»  t  S'im"ny  'f  INIrs  '  olman. 
?he  testifies  that  W-hs  T  .ftlled  ubon  her  ai  d  Msked 
her  if  shehad 'een  PHrkm  H.  pv-.y  on-  nt  hesf  times 
inquiring  abo't  Dr  P'.rkm'in,  while  passing  to  i-nd  in  in 
the  t'oll  ge.  !'r  Webs'  r  si -vpiy  asked  hfr  for  per- 
sonal informa<i"n.  ^nd -.f  rr  ttiai  left   ,^,,. 

I  no""  refer  t"  'h»  les'imony  of  L  t  Iffield  in  relation 
tothe,  hlood,  and  will  rally  n  particul  ir  att-ntipn  to 
'hel  ct.  In  ih- first  pl-ce,  PJofe  aor  Webster  natu- 
rally had  occa-ion  to  use  blood,  in  hia  capacity  of  lee- 
He  ssked  '.itf-field  to  so  lo  the  Tloiidtal  and  get  him 
the  bloi  d  in  ojder  t.  •  nible  '  im  to  de  ivjr  his  rhemi- 
cal  leciure  r-r\*  'ni  th  f  very  m  ri  in.;  in  his  la  rxtj- 
ry  he  was  f.xhibiiing  a  me  ch.  mical  e^  erinie  ts, — 
'i'hi  co'dd  no.  b(  fien  e  '  s  'fringe  n  c-nrrence — 
We  now  come  to  the  d  ss»e  in?  room.  It  his  been 
sadia  rrlaticm  o  heliiht  there,  t  at  it  was  neccs  ■ 
Siirvtou-e  a  la- tern  i.:  ord-rto  lo  kd'wnimo  the 
p  ivy  but  thai  1  s  fon  >.«  he  lifht  was  put  d  wn  it 
would  be  ext-i  o.  i  bed  The  ni'^ment  after  ihs  inQ.ji- 
ry  a  ou'  th-  lighi  lo  'hi  ■  co  clu^i m  you  n.usi  come — 
that  i  he  contem  1  ten  he.  use  ifil  fit  all,  it  v/as  to 
romijle'ehis  arrai'grnifnt.-. 

I  am  sorv  to  epga-e  your  nfientin  here  -o  If^ng  — 
Iw  11  now  proreed  to  therorsideration  Of  Ihe  evidence 
bearing  diree  ly  u  on  Prof  Wtbsier,  and  mainly  upon 
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that  point  whirh  holds  that  T7r  Pnkman  never  l.ft 
ihe  building— Hnd  froiii  the  admis.- inn  of  Webster  that 
Paikrnan  was  there  fr^'ni  11  to2  o'  1  ck;  aad  now  the 
©oveniment  we  inaiiitHin  are  in-'ccufstie,  as  regards 
the  time.  I.nd  we  a;so  maintain  that  these  "remles 
mu^t  have  been  invnded  by  so  ■  e  unknown  form. 

Fir-it,  wiih  res  ect  to  the  evidenneof  the  fact  tend- 
tendi'ig  to  establish  an  a  i.bi.  If  Purkman,  at  the  hour 
stated,  was  seen  in  <  ai!f!ewav  i5trfet  by  Thompson, 
and  by  the  most  areuraie  an  dy-^is,  it  is  proved  that  he 
was  seen  there.  The  Government  have  proved  an  al- 
ibi fully  nnd  clearly  and  uneqniv.  call"  or  they  estab- 
lish it  I  mean  t-  at  the  facts  in  ihe  case  will  fully 
warrant  the  coicli  sion,  and  show  bi  the  ftrongest 
possible  evidenc-  that  Prof  Webster  sho'dd  be  excul- 
pated from  the  f  harge,  nnd  that  f^'e  ch-rge  s  ould  be 
laid  some  where  else.  N  t  that  I  want  to  fiv  i  on 
any  one  else,  but  that  the>-e  is  a  hy  othesi<  in  the 
case,  which  warants  me  in  drawing  ihe  conclujion 
ihst  Prof  Web.-ter  sh 'U vi  be  excu'pafed.  Mv  first 
proposition  i:=  that  the  Government  should  establish 
their  case  so  as  to  exclude  all  reasinnble  d"uht,  and 
whatever  might  havr  been  tne  strong  t-uspici  n.-i,  the 
probabilitie-,  or  the  b'as  of  mind,  a  fact  cannot  be 
pf0V<'d  beyonii  a  reason  ible  doiibr 

First,  rerollect  that  it  was  U  o'clock  on  the  F.idav 
wiien  it  WHS  s  id  th  t  Dr.  Parkm^n  went  i>i  o  ihn  col- 
lege The  government  « iti  ess,  Mrs  Morse  ai  d  h»r 
son  Geor  e,  say  that  wlien  going  down  towards  the 
college,  about  10  minutes  bef  re  2  o'dncB,  they  saw 
Ur.  Parkmun  on  Ihe  s  eys  at  11  2  o'clock,  Prof  Web- 
ster siiys  he  was  there,  and  Llltlefleld  i  lis  you  he  was 
there  about  the  sam'~  time. 

Now  ihen,  w«  ars  left  lo  the  s'atf'mnl  ofD*.  'W. 
upon  the  one  hand  and  to  that  oi  witness  i.pon  the 
oiher;  wh  chsomedisairity  as  to  the  t<me  is  small, 
butyet  these  are  too  impi-rtant  facts  From  the  te.^,- 
limoiiy  of  Pairick  McGiwan,  it  is  likely  thitt  'ark 
man  was  i  here  at  that  time,  aid  it  U  also  I'kely  from 
the  test  raony  of  ihe  other  witness,  thai  he  was  there 
at  the  time  specified  by  them.  For  it  is  not  to  e  for- 
gotten, tha^  the  frienfls  of  Dr  Parknan,  have  invari- 
ably relied  upon  his  gener»,)  punctuality  Of  man;:rr,  in 
his  dealings  generally,  and  it  is  realW  likely,  th- 1  be- 
caus  ■  we  hive  it,  -hi;  he  v/as  pressing  Prof.  Wfbster 
earnestly,  and  ihnt  he  wrts  punctual  i  his  alt-^ndcnce 
iinon  t^is  occ-'fioM;~iso,  tierefor'",  the  t-istimony  of 
Mr  McG.  waninall  p.-mrtijity  must  be  tr- e.  '.  now 
come  tof'e  testimony  of  Dr  B  sworth  aid  1  i  t!  - 
fifld.  [A  tleield  tol  .  yoT  that  he  was  sta'iding  at  ihe 
door,  an  I  looking  t  Dr  Roswcrth  when  iJr  ParUmau 
p.  s-e;!  bv  hmi  <\i  d  w>^nt  i  ■. 

We  have  this  fact  then  esii;bl'sh<>d,  ih  it  DrParkman 
came  there  ai  d  went  into  the  Co  Irsje  y/hen  Dr  hos 
worlh  was  the  e,  iliai  he  cros-ed  th-  St.-  ps,  that  ih'- 
doordid  not  stand  .j  r  iVow  the  testimony,  if  ta  ken 
in  connection  wiili  ih'^  well  knowa  esta^  lished  hab  ts 
and  mam'jrs  of  Dr  ParKmnn,  we  put  it,  is  it  not  a 
most  pro^iatil'?  ihiiw  thu he  whs  there  at  ihe  time  a^i- 
pomtei,  in  order  to  finish  his  business?  That  inier- 
■"-•ew  was  very  shcrt,  and  when  we  hive  it  in  evidence 
thithe  was  een  at  a  later  hour  in  Cause  tvay  sireei,  is 
itnotprob  ble  tuat  he  in  ghi  then  hive  left  theTo:- 
Ug»,  and  turnd  back  i.ftsr  to.ne  liine  und  eniertd  it 
asaui. 

Now,  GmtUmen,  this  may  strike  you  as  strsnife, 
but  is  it  m  t  within  the  range  of  ■  robabllilies;  and  if 
you  take  facts  and  circ  imstances  int-i  consideration,  I 
do  not  see  how  you  can  avoid  arriving  at  such  aco;^- 
clusion.  the  aanoiniinent  with  Profes  or  Webstrr 
was  lor  14  o'clock.  He  there  meets,  according  tij  his 
own  statements,  Dr  Parkman. 

Dr.  Parkman  leaves  t  e  college,  and  so  does  Prof. 
Wehster,  a^.d  I  think  when  we  are  in  a  casj  like  sur- 
roundad  on  all  tides,  »vith  nro^iati  itits  weighing 
asainst  the  riaoner,  tax  we  .are  no^  wrong  in  •  omi  3 
to  the  conclusion  thaDr.  Pf-rkman  had  finished  his 
businessat  h  coilegiand  ftnd  come  there  again  Dr. 
Parkmaa  steiip'd  inio  Hoi  and's  siore.  He  made  no 
appoimmtni  with  ttas  man,  he  finishes  his  oisneis 
almost  immedia  cly  hnd  le  ,ve.s  inn  verv  ►hortiime 
just  m  lime  lo  go  on  to  Cambridge  streetr,  and  ther^  he 
laseen  by  Mrs.  Haich.  Who  can  explain  it.'  But 
here  are  fie  facts.  Ttiev  speak  fo-  themselves.  If, 
then,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  these  are  strong  proba'-ili- 
ttes,  they  must  weigh  on  one  sids  as  well  as  the  other. 
It  struck  my  mind  that  the  door  was  se/?n  opea  when 
Parkman  was  going  throuuh,  at  the  same  time  thut 
Dr.  Webster  was  there.  Well,  now,  let  us  leave  the 
college,  and  trace  firther  that  night  up  o  the  hour  of 
10 1-2  o'clock,  toa.-ceriain  whether  Prof.  Webster  w.is 
at  home  with  his  family.  We  find  that  a  student  saw 
mm  m  the  college  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  a 
young  lady  said  she  saw  him,  and  spent  the  evening  of 
that  night  witn  him  at  home.  That  night  Lialefie'd 
care  uily  closed  ihe  doors.  The  next  moriing  w  eb- 
s.et  was  at  home,  and  a*'terwards  came  to  the  dissect- 


ing ronra;  ~nd  the  dissecting  room  was  feiind  open  on 
the  foU'wing  morning. 

Soneboly  had  been  there.  The  fo  lowing  morning 
It  Webster  is  found  at  home  i.-i  Cimhridge.  He  is 
found  at  home  also  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  »nd  du 
ring  this  perioil  of  time  his  roiiri.'s  are  acce^sable,  and 
and  no  mea,  s  are  taken  lo  holt  th  doors  We  come 
to  ihe  following  Tuesday.  Kingsl'V  w.-s  there  on  that 
day.  He  saw  the  tea-chest,  partly  cev-red  w.th  min- 
erals. iNow,  between  ihal  time  nnd  Saturday,  there 
w.as  no  evidence  ihat  there  was  any  change  as  'o  the 
tea  che-t.    But  ihen  it  wa-s  only  iiartially  coveed. 

Nuw  this,  alljihe  time  was  arcessitne.  In  ihis  tea 
elieal;  wh  .t  has  been  found.'  That  knife  of  wh  ch  we 
have  heard  so  much,  and  yet  SiS  c!-an  ai-.d  poii-hed  as 
when  ii  was  taken  out  of  the  shop  of  the  "ierchant. 
/•nd  that  knif-.  w-s  pi  iced  there  i  nd  bywh  inii"  By 
Profe.-,sor  We  ster,  who  mide  nodi-gids-  of  it.  He 
thowtd  it  to  Ltitkfield  in  the  coU-gc.  The  yHiaghan 
loo,  that  silver  hiifed  and  oqmsiteU  finish  d  weapon 
was  ex'Os^d  there.  Why  had  Dr.  Webster  these 
Weapons  there,  if  a  murrter  had  been  comm  tted.  Bo 
as  to  'ring  ihem  into  direct  connection  with  hinnelf. 
Why  has  he  then  gone  e< posed.' 

we  have  ne  tloasit  why  ha,*  he  put  this  twine  we 
have  heard  so  much  about  around  th3  thorax  and 
thigh.'  Might  It  not  be  for  ih^  purpose  of  reinovii'g 
them.'  Bull  cannot  answer  he  Qneatinn.  Arew,  to 
suppose  that  some  mysei  ions  being  had  usci  the  twine 
and  changed  it.'  It  might  ha»e  been  lo  bricg  that  po- 
s.tioa  of  the  body  so  as  to  connect  the  irngments  that 
were  found  togetner.  I  d  i  njt  know  but  ihai  Protest- 
er Webster  might  nave  left  the  College  verv  ^arlv  Fri- 
da  '  m  rning,  and  then  I  may  su  pose  that  some  per- 
son placed  those  remains  iherc. 

i  no>^"  c  me  lo  I'-e  (lu-siion  of  the  tea  cheqt.  Where 
we  1  ear  something  of  the  remains  o''a  humsin  bo  y  — 
It  has  bsen  .^aid  i!iat  Parkmiiwis  mu  tiered  in  the 
!,abrat-ry,  yet  we  find  no  blood— we  know  thai  Dr. 
P'lrk'oan  m  i»i  hav*  had  iarnients,  ami  yet  no  trac« 
■f  5  gnrme  tl  is.  found  thsra  ->-.«  Iil.or.d  i«  f.  lOut  ihor»— 
SO  th'it  tfie  whole  CO)  jectu  r  is  altogetuer  e.x  rnvag'int 
ana  visionary.  We  ar^  not  to  "u  ipos?  ih  it  he  has 
bee  1  lakennn  ihers  naked  but  these  probibilil  es  iheso 
facts,  a'l  eive  ho  case  to  ihe  gooernmeot.  tn^\ondall 
reasonable  d  ubt.  Istiall  f'ramomeit  a  k  >ourrfm- 
or's  attention  to  aurae  testimony  in  rcfareuce  to  s  me 
o.  the  wiiri.?sses  l  retrei  teirig  ob  iged  m  make  any 
allusion  as  ty  ihe  witnesses  calculd.i.»tl  to  -^m  ngn  iheir 
chaiact!!r'.  Kut  I  will  i.ike  npon  msself  the  re- 
spou.-iioility  in  aluiiag  to  one  af  tho  govtrnment 
witness  that  I  do  not  liean  to  impart  to  him.  Far  be 
it  ftem  me  to  impute  crime  ti  any  m«n  bu  it  is  my 
duty  and  it  is  your  duty  to  feayl  s.-lv  d'.^ch.irge  there- 
spoiLSibiltiii^s  that  attend  to  our  p03  tion.  Li:t  efield 
has  been  to  son.e  sligiit  extent  co-rs.'or  ted  by 
aunie  witnesses,  aad  his  teetimnnyh  s  been  conobora- 
ted  by  that  of  his  wife.  Now  when  such  testimony  is 
toatt  ct  life  and  liberty,  the  testimony  if  witnesses 
bei;ome3  of  he  highest  importa-  ce;  and  he  e  the 
dues  ion  crises,  for  u-.  to  intiuire  into,  is  i/,f!efield  en- 
titl-d  as  a  wimess  n  tiis  case,  lo  ihatimplicitielianee 
when  it  goes  to  afiix  the  awful  or  me  -f  .'murder 
u.)i>ju  one  wit'i  whom  he  had  always  ma  ntaineii  che 
ni'st  f  i'^ndly  reLtioiif. 

If  such  evidence  is  adrn'ssible.  then  human  life  can- 
not b'  safe.  1  ito  not  wish  to  impeac.l  any  one,  but  if 
testimony  liks  this  be  admiiied,  ainl  wit  esses  of  such 
a  character  be  allowed  to  testify  ii  lases  upon  which 
depend  i.kie  fr<aile  thread  ol  hun  an  life,  we  are  bound 
to  scrutinize  the  character  and  conduct  of  witiiesss», 
and  henc«  I  cons  der  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to 80  1  e  iiortions  of  Littlefield's  evidence. 

You  will  perceive  that  at  the  first  time  suspicion 
broke  in  upon  themind  of  Littlefleld,  as  to  Dr  Web- 
ster's having  committed  the  murder,  he  comiaunica- 
ted  them  to  his  wife,  who  to'dhirnnot  to  cnmniuBi- 
cate  them  to  any  person.  Up  to  this  time,  a'l  his  sus- 
picions were  concealed— and  yet  enters aing  iheiii,  we 
find  liim  g  ing  "n  that  same  night  at  Grant's,  where 
he  danced  some  16  or  18  time--,  and  reiiirnid  home 
1  lie,  afte-  which  tie  went  around  to  the  rooms  aiidex- 
amined  them  ail. 

1  >n  Satiird.iy  he  watched.  On  Sunday  he  b-orred  the 
doors.  He  passes  thmuih  the  Laboratory  and  nothing 
seemed  to  atiraet  him.  Or.  weiister  he  knew  w*s 
engaged  lh?re  and  yet  he  ma  le  no  secret.  Ai.erwarda 
Mr.  Clirke  i-omes — then  again  the  sime  d  y  Mr. 
Kingslv  comes  to  make  a  search,  and  yet  he  tells  them 
10  make  no  tearch  at  all  at  th  it  time 

The  counsel  here  commented  It  much  lengih  uoon 
the  entire  testi.nony  of  Littlefield,  sh.  wing  the  friend- 
ly relations  that  existed  between  him  and  Prof  W  ab- 
ater, while  I  ittlefield  entertains  he  t  iriblc  suspicions 
ns  to  his  guilt,  receiving  at  the  onse, from  hm  the  pre- 
sent of  a  turkey  for  Thaiksgiving,  End  never  openly 
communicating  his  susdicions  until  the  time  that  no- 
tices were  posted  up  ofleri  g  a  rewari  for  thediscove- 


75 


ry  of  the  remains  of  Or  Parkman,  arn'  t.^en  coiiici- 
denily  makina;  the  effort  to  undermine  (he  walls  of 
the  privy,  in  whicii  a  portion  of  the  reiHains  were 
ound 

He  next  parti'-nlarly  called  the  atteniion  of  (he  Jury 
to  the  fjict  of  the  certa  my  with  which  hr.  made  his 
Wiyinborins  through  th<-.  wall,  ti  the  exact  ooeiicn 
where  the  rf^maiiis  were  fund,  which  he  looked  upon 
as  calculated  !■■  tiirfw  «  defij  su«iijicion  iip"n  ih'-  wit- 
nrss  Littlefieid,  and  whicli  he  wasot  opinion  required 
e-planation.  ,  ,      ,  „ 

iie  ne.\.i  went  tafoiish  tht  testimony  of  he  different 
witnesses  mtroducd  lor  th-^  defence,  aiii  concluded 
Ih  It  where  doubt  exi»te  I,  hat  his  client  was  fully  en- 
titled 10  the  benefit  <  f  thatdoubi. 

in  the  course  ot  h  s  ei(  quent  remarks,  he  concluded 
bv  passing  a  t>i<;h  'u'cgium  upon  ihe  private,  profes- 
sional and  public  ch  iracter  of  Prof.  Webster,  in  ihe 
community  whe  e  he  h  s  bf<  e;i  known  fo-  ihc  last  60 


year3.  PI  clng  that  char  cter  and  reputation  as  an 
8eii<over  him,  to  protect  and  s  ipport  him;  in  a  coni- 
muniiy  where  his  frieiids  and  acquain  ances  were  a]! 
cl  ia!;ed  nbont  hini,  he  re'ies  upon  a  jury  of  his  coun- 
trymen to  su  tain  him,  n  lids  ilie  Iryins  hour  of  fds 
life. 

Mainly  re'yi^s  upon  his  rh^-a-.ivr,  wh'ch  In  c«sfs 
like  the  present  wf^ose  ■  ircunislantitil  -viile  c«  hrows 
doubt  over  ha  c  .se,  and  i--  wh  vlv  rdieil  iipfn  thouid 
have  he  pri^per  •■•  e  g  ii  aentlr  en  I'is  (hara-t  .i,  he 
bri.ss  lefae  you,  it  is  ^r  ynu  I  dn  y.iur  dti  y,  and 
give  him  all  the  lengih  (f  the  1  tw  ,  and  cvidenca  which 
ha'  "^'i  en  ofered  h  rs 

Mav  y?u  nevfr  regr?tyoiirlJS'  d'ys  work  In  this  la- 
b>iou-i  Slid  protracted  cavss  IJnd  grant  him  a  good 
deliver  ince  ^nd  mav  h<^  grant  ih'^  a  ■«  to  you  and 
thttynu  h'll  feve- rffleot.  ''non  yo-r  flna"  delf'Hiiaa- 
ilon  here  with  any  other  feelings  ;h  iji  tho  jc  of  satis- 
faction. 


Frolcsfi>-r  l¥elis*'cr's  Cell  Lm  leferctl-strec-t  Jail, 
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ELEVEMTH  DAY. 

Saturday,  March  30. 
The  Jury  entered  at  five  niiiiuies  before  nine 
o'clock,  and  the  Court,  folio vved  at  five  minutes 
past  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  CLiPFORD,  Attorney  Genera],  then  com- 
meixed  his  closing  argument  for  the  prose- 
cution. 

VERBITII    REPORT 

CF    THS 
OF 

ATrORNEY    GEN.    CLIFFORD, 


IP  :onographic  Report  Especially  for  tJie  Boston 
Herald  ] 

Oenfemen  of  the  Jury: — 

In  a  CISC  lik-J  the  pn'S'iit,  1  expect  and 
doubtless,  you  expeiU  that  everything  that  hu- 
rain  power  can  biing  will  be  brought  to  hear 
upon  it,  in  onler  to  exonerate  the  defendant 
from  the  cha'-gc  for  whch  he  is  held  lo  answer. 
All  thiTt  human  eloqifince  and  ingenuity  could 
possibly  flo,  was  advinced  in  his  fdvor.  and  in 
that  respe  t  I  hrxve  not  b'en  disippointed 

The  transcendant  ability  which  characterised 
th3  closiiig  cmnsel  in  his  beha!f  yesterday, 
shows  you  that  whatever  cunckision  the  evi- 
dence in  this  rase  may  compel  you  to  come  to, 
there  has  nothing  been  left  unsaid  or  undone 
which  consistently  with  the  truth,  could  have 
been  said  or  done  upm  this  trial. 

Bat,  gentlemen,  1  have  another  expectation 
and  another  hope  I  expr^ss.^d  it  to  you  when 
1  comme  iced  thi<!  case  a  fortnight  ago.  1  did 
hope  th  It  '  e  could  m.iko  snm''  explanation  of 
the  terrible  circumstances,  which  had  wove 
around  him  a  wb.  that  there  seened  to  be  ir- 
resistable,  and  which  was  drawing  him  to  hi.5 
doon.  1  expr.ssed  that  hope,  with  the  sinceri 
ty  of  a  cnmpa-siona'.e  heart,  and  genilenen  I 
grieve  to  s<iy  to  you  thit,  aftrr  all  that  has  been 
done,  all  that  has  b^.'-H  said,  that  hope  had  been 
utterly  di<apooint?d. 

Why,  gentlemen,  I  call  your  minds  back  to 
the  statement  in  which  this  case  was  presented 
to  you;  a  statement  which  the  government  ex- 
pected to  prove.  May  1  sn'miit  this  case  to 
yon,  as  I  ,-ubinit  it  to  The  world,  with  a  degree 
of  raoderatien  that  indicated  ho-w  sincere  :liat 
hope  was  in  my  bosom,  I  chU  your  attention  to 
the  outline  of  truth  which  has  been  brought  in 
here,  and  I  ask  you  to  say  whether  th  it  outline 
his  not  been  entirely  filled  up.  Whether  there 
was  a  single  statement -which  was  not  proved; 
and  the  inferences  wnicli  I  then  forebore  to 
draw  from  those  ficis.aie  all  preseing  upon  your 
minds  with  a  force  which  cannot  be  resisted. 

Then  I  ask  you  to  ons'der  ho  .v  all  that  evi- 
dence has  been  made  We  have  waited  long 
days,  weeks,  and  months,  for  an  explanation  0° 
these  facts.    This  prisoner,  it  is  true,  has    been 


an  inmate  of  the  cell,  but  he  was  not,  as  his 
couHSfcl  said,  a  forlorn,  forsaken,  and  frietidless 
man,  unaided  in  ^repariag  himsilf  fur  the  teiti- 
mony  of  tiie  Government,  and  a  viciim  of  prej- 
udice. I  put  it  to  you  wtie  her  that  statemsat 
has  a  foundation.  1  put  it  to  you  il  a  very  op- 
posite state  of  things  fias  not  exi-ted,  in  a  de- 
gree unprecedented  m  our  country.  VVhether  a 
man  against  whom  so  mUi^h  "  Prima  Facia" 
evidence  existed,  .hat  had  sj  much  forbearance 
shown  him:  whether  there  is  nor.  from  begin, 
ning  to  end  a  degree  of  reluctance  in  admitting' 
a  possibility  of  his  guilt. 

Yet  it  is  a  strange  jud  fearful  evid-iuce,  and 
if  we  lo'k  back,  and  review  the  ditferent  lesli- 
mo.Ty  and  see  the  mutilated  remains  of  Dr. 
George  Parkman,  in  the  apartments  of  Dr. 
W^ebiter,  unier  lock  and  key,  it  dots  appear 
very  strange,  but  yet  we  cannot  helj*  thinking 
it  i>  the  truth. 

Genliemsn.  his  counsel  here  will  do  the  jus- 
tice to  say. that  a^  the  repesentative  o[  the  Gov- 
ernmmt,  I  have  extended  to  the  defence  every 
facility  that  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
coroner's  jury,  was  redd  by  tiiem  before  I  cast 
my  eyes  on  it,  and  it  w<is  placed  in  their  hands 
for  the  purpose  ofenablmg  them  to  meet  every 
thing  that  was  eontiin  d  in  it,  and  to  prepare 
their  client  lor  his  defense.  Gen  lemen,  mora 
than  that;  1  have  not  been  complained  of  in  any 
manner  that  has  tiad  anything  to  do  with  this 
cas3.  Never  was  a  man  put  upon  a  trial  for  a 
crime  that  would  affect  his  llf^:  who  has  receiv- 
ed such  consid'-raiions  from  the  government 
representative  as  he  has  received  from  me.  I  do 
not  kn  iw  a  fact,  and  i  am  n;)t  aware  that  there 
has  existed  a  single  objtct  which  have  not  been 
freely  coinm  micated  and  exhibited  to  the  coun- 
sel for  thi  prisoner  to  enable  them  to  explain 
asd  answer  it  wilt  n  they  came  before  a  jury  of 
his  countrymen  to  he  a  de  to  say  we  have  given 
them  everything  which  tlie  government  have 
been  able  to  prove.  We  have  prepared  our  an- 
swer. 

There  was  an  investigation  by  the  jury  when 
he  was  not  represented.  Did  it  occur  to  you 
thit  although  not  at  either  of  these  two  secret 
i'lvestigdtions.there  was  another  occasion  when 
he  was  represented  by  the  ablest  counsel  that 
the  ablest  bar  in  Ncw  Entiland  could  furnish, 
and  thit  he  t'len  and  there,  with  or  without 
their  advice  chose  not  only  to  keep  his  mouth 
trhuc.  but  to  say  to  the  goveriimani  and  to  the 
world,  "  I  am  contnnt  not  o  ly  not  to  offer 
p-oof  in  explanation  of  myself,  but  1  am  con- 
lent  not  to  ask    what   proof  is   against  me." 

Genilemen,  between  these  t  vo  inve;tigations 
which  have  her-n  ihe  .--ubjoct  of  the  most  le- 
pr->achful  remark,  this  prisoner  was  brought  into 
this  building  before  another  tribunal  lor  prelem- 
inary  exam-natinn;  and,  gentlemen,  would  you 
not,  if  yoa  were  brooght  up  on  a  charge  most 
infamous,  I  ask  von,  if  after  twenty-four  or 
forty  eight  hours  of  ri.'flection,  you  would  not 
have  demanded  ihat  the  government  should 
have  shown  the  process  upon  wh  ch  they  have 
attempted  to  chart'e  an  innocent  man  with  a 
crime  like  this?  Would  ynu  iiave  said  I  care 
not  for  the  advice  of  counsel?  Woultl  you  have 
said  lam  conieiit  to  go  into  close  confinement 
lo  wait  until  the  government  shall  see  fit  to  try 
me  ;  to  lie  there  until  the  uhole  civil- 
ized  world  shall  have  your  name   upo.i  its  lips, 
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ill  ton 's   ol  reproach   and    horor,  anl   lo  suff.'r 
your_fdmily  lo  f.ill  inlo  disgrace? 

Gentlemen  it  is  fo-ning  lo  he  a  pnint  of  con- 
si'lcraiio)  in  itiis  ca-e,  lliai  ^w.h  a  fad  as  thai 
_es.isteil5  and  more  than  ihit,  gentlemen,  ilie 
time  has  now  corn;  when  thai  esplanaiicin  was 
to  be  made,  when  passion  was  lo  suSiside, 
when  he  was  to  enier  ihe  couri  of  justice,  and 
feel  thai  tjefoie  a  jiiry  of  his  toantrymeM  he 
would  hc&cure.  What  is  liiai  explanation? 
I  call  your  alieniion  lo  the  fact  thist  this  evi- 
dence  which  he  hijs  put  in  here,  applies  to  rour 
propositions,  and  I  call  your  aiten'iin  lo  the 
further  fact  ihai  upon  that  evidence,  auch  as  it 
is,  have  heen  foiiided  four  hypothesises,  whic  i 
were  put  before  the  coun-el,  and  it  is  my  pur- 
pose, gentlemen,to  put  those  two  cases  logerher. 
Ill  the  first  place,  gentlemen,  in  answer  to  llie 
evidence  which  the  government  lias  produced 
here,  he  has  called  the  witneses  to  lestify  to 
his  character.  Well,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
that  is  a  point  thai  never  Wiis  in  controversy  ; 
that  he  had  an  outside  reputaiion,  how  well 
founded,  was  not  in  ihe  cliaracter  of  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  second  point  has  been  to  attempt  to  show 
that  his  being  locked  up  in  Ids  laboratory  is  not 
an  unusual  thing.  From  one  ol  the  wiinesses 
testimony,  the  evidence  goes  to  establish  liie 
proposition. 

First — was  the  witnesses  of  character.  Sec- 
ond— wag  of  his  beiag  locked  up.  Third — the 
attempt  by  the  evidence  lias  been  to  show  his 
own  conduct,  and  his  whereabouts  during  the 
week  which  intervened  beiween  the  disappear- 
ance of  Dr.  Parkman  and  his  remains. 

These  propositions  are  supported  by  the  evi- 
denee,  and  this  case  is  lo  be  tried  upon  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  fourth  is  an  attempt  to  answer  the  whale 
case  of  the  government,  liy  showing  thai  alter 
Dr.  Webster  and  Dr.  Farkmm  were  togeiher 
on  the  twenty-third  of  November,  that  Dr.  Park- 
man  left  him  and  was  seen  again  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  after  2  o'clock  on  that  day,  and 
that,  gentlemen,  is  absoluiely  all. 

It  is,  gentlemen,  upon  that  evidence  there  has 
been  an  attempt  to  raise  certain  hypothesis  or 
doubts  which  1  ehall  consider  iu  another  connec- 
tion, and  when  I  do  come  to  consider  it,  I  shall 
ask  you  to  apply  the  evidence  to  them.  Now, 
gentlemen,  in  a  state  of  fai  ts  like  this,  as  pre- 
sented to  a  jury  of  the  country,  I  think  that  there 
is  no  proposition  which  can  escape  our  notice. 
The  constitution  and  government  of  this  com- 
monweailh,  as  it  is  on  ihe  highest  object  of  all 
oi'ganizkd  and  civilized  society  and  protection  of 
human  life,  and  under  that  consiiiution  we  have 
a  system  of  law  which  is  intended  to  carry  out 
that  purpose. 

Gentleineu  of  the  fury,  if  a  case  has  here 
arisen  which  shall  test  and  try  the  value  of 
that  system  of  lawrs  it  is  the  case  now  befoie  us, 
and  if  ever  the  great  and  high  responsibility  of 
it  is  now  confided  to  you.  Well,  gentlemen, 
1  ow  does  this  case  stand  upon  proof  1 

Dr.  Webster  moves  in  a  high  sphere  of  life, 
and  has  had  a  ditFerent  experience  than  those 
who  ordinarily  belong  to  tha  prisoner's  dock. 
Whether  the  law  is  competent  to  hold  the  weak 
and  impotent  in  its  grasp,  but  is    It   impotent 


when  the  high  and  infiusutiHl  are  charged  with 
the  same  crimes.  But  we  have  here  a  sybtem 
of  law  and  justice  to  which  no  such  reproach  as 
that  can  be  3pp.!ied.  Why,  gentlemen,  is  there 
any  doubt  ttiat  George  Parkman,  a  higtily  re- 
spectable and  most  urtiversally  known  citizen  of 
this  metropolis  of  New  England-  a  iiian  t.f  large 
affairs  and  most  extensive  connection  and  inte- 
rest—has been  murdered  by  a  mo>t  remarkable 
coinc. dence  ?  Is  there  no  doutit  in  your  minds 
now,  after  hearing  all  that  has  been  iaid  by  the 
prisoner's  counsel,  who: her  he  vi'as  the  perje- 
tratnr  of  tqe  dcjed  or  not  ? 

That  he  was  murdered  in  a  building  of  the  in- 
stituion  which  owed  its  erection  lo  his  nvjniti- 
cence — that  in  the  ordinaty  avocations  and  in- 
tercourse of  life,  he  went  out  from  his  home  to 
meet  a  sud  ien  and  violent  death  :  and,  gentle- 
men of  the  jury, if  that  fact  be  so,  no  matter  who 
was  the  perpeira'or,  for  the  laws  of  iVlassachu- 
selts  are  impotent  to  ferret  out  and  pnnish  him, 
then,  gentlemen,  the  sense  of  security  and  safe- 
ty which  belongs  lo  us  as  members  of  a  civiliz- 
ed rociety,  has  gone  forever. 

We  had  (letter  go  hack,  gentlemen,  as  we 
shall  be  driven  belt  to  thai  state  of  anarchy 
and  barbarism  in  which  every  man's  wrong  is 
avenged  by  his  own  right  arm,  hut  ganilejuen, 
somebody  li:is  done  this,  and  somebody  musl 
answer  for  it. 

And  now,  I  cotne  lo  consider  the  improbabil- 
ty,  gentlemen, that  a  false  accusation  should  be 
made  upon  a  man  like  l-'rof.    Wet'sicr. 

Thousands  of  eyes  since  that  fatal  news, 
which  struck  into  the  breasts  of  all  in  this  com- 
munity and  was  known  lo  the  wh'.le  civiTzed 
world.  Though  idl  eye  have  betn  opened,  ev- 
ery circu  nstance  has  lieen  weigli  d  over;  men 
have  been  wjtLhed  by  tlie  iffitiais  of  our  police; 
t'ie  keen  eye  of  justice  stopped  here.  Gentle- 
men if  tiiat  be  a  lalse  accusation  after  all,  it  is 
of  greater  magnitude  than  any  that  has  been  pre- 
sented to  you  as  a  mystery  by  the  cotmsel;  and, 
gentlemen,  the  complaint  has  lieen  that  there 
has  been  no  direct  evidence.  Strong  as  the 
counsel  have  admitted  this  mass  o(  circumstan- 
tial proof  to  be,  all  their  complaint  is,  there 
has  been  no  direct  evidence  that  the  crime 
charged  upon  the  prisoner  is  true. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Juiy— How  many  murders 
have  been  punished  or  ever  will  be  punished  if  a 
jury  are  to  wait  till  direct  evidei  ce  is  to  be 
furnished  to  them  in  order  to  remove  all  rea- 
sonable doubts  oh  their  minds.  What  degree 
of  security  will  there  be  in  society  ?  How  can 
we  go  to  rest  up  jn  our  pillows,  if  a  proposition 
like  that  is  to  be  upheld  ?  Now  when  crimes 
like  this  are  to  he  committed,  men  fake  no 
witnesses  with  them;  they  avoid  the  sight  of 
all,  but  that  all  seeing  eye,  that  sees  in  dark 
ness  as  in  light,  but  which  they  IhMi  forget. 

Gentlemen,  let  us  consider  what  is  the  na 
ture  of  this  evidence,  and  having  done  this,  to 
furnish  you  wiih  such  authority  on  that  sub- 
ject as  seems  to  me  to  meet  utterly  and  entirely 
all  the  suggestions  which  have  lallen  from  the 
learned  counsel  on  the  other  side.  1  shall  then 
state  to  you,  \v  a  brief  and  intelliaent  manner, 
the  law  as  applicable  lo  the  offence  itself,  and 
10  the  indictment  which  charges  it.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  show  you  that  no  other  person  liut 
this  person  could  have  coininiiied  it.  Consid- 
ering the  aci,  gentlemen,  as  having  been  com- 
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m'uiecf,  ami  ihrn  I  shnll  proceed  lofasb  B  a  cuii- 
viciioa  upon  the  pri'^oner. 

Now  wh.it  is  die  niilure  of  the  evitleiicr  wliich 
you  lire  to  review  in  yoar  conclusion,  it  is  cir- 
cmnslance.  Gtnilemeii,  so  is  all  evi:ic.nce.  We 
are  not  here  geiitleii.en,  feeling  for  or  expeeiing 
to  find  pure  absolute  irmh,  that  belongs  to  fali- 
ble  man,  Ixit  aa  lofdlliljle  God.  We  are  here 
to  examine  such  iustruiiientalities  as  under  our 
system  of  laws  an  I  state  of  iuteliigence  we  may 
be  able  to  elicit  all  the  truth. 

I  shall  eon-ider  by  und  1  y  wh  it  a  reasonable 
doubt  is;  then  our  minds  bt  ing  sati-field,  wf^ 
shall  have  no  such  trr,uf>leas  has  been  shadowed 
forth  in  the  argument  ol  t.^e  opening  cuuustl. 

And  what,  gentleman  is  circuinstantitil  evi- 
dc'ice  1  Is  it  so  m^ich  less  sati.-  faetory  and 
strong  than  the  testimony  of  an  nye  witness  1 
The  value  of  the  testimony  of  an  eye  wit»es  does 
not  depend  upon  his  integrity  and  veracity  it  is 
in  no  iiiconsideralile  degree  dependant  upon  his 
intellect  and  p  iwers  ot  observation.  Where 
there  is  a  cla-s  ol  iacts  exisiinz,  which  com- 
bine and  lead  the  mind  by  an  inflexible  chain 
of  lo^ic,  to  a  necessary  result  the  mind  must 
give  its  precedence. 

Now  let  me  .jenilemei  give  you  an  exposition 
of  this  m;alter  from  one  of  the  most  learned 
judges  of  a  sister  stale. 

The  counsel  here  referred  to  the  ose  of 
Harmon  for  the  murder  of  her  child,  and  the 
charge  ol  the  G  and  Chief  Justice  of  that  state. 

The  only  differsnce  between  positive  and  cir- 
cumstantial evitence  is,  that  the  (ortner  is  more 
free  and  has  a  greater  amount  of  circumstances 
in  it.  A  man  may  swear  to  a  positive  fact,  and 
rememher  all  facts  and  qu;stions  on  which 
'guilt  appears  no  human  lesiimonyis  supported. 

All  evidence  is  more  or  less  circumstantial, 
the  difference  being  only  in  the  degree  ;  and  it 
is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  when  it  excludes 
disbelief,  and  that  is  actual  and  not  technical, 
for  he  who  is  to  pass  upon  a  question  is  not  at 
liberty  to  disbelieve  as  a  juror  where  he  believes 
as  a  man.  It  is  enough  that  he  is  consciousof 
what  is  clear  ;  eertain  cases  of  circumstantiai 
proof  are  to  be  found  in  works  in  which  persens 
have  c{een  found  guilty. 

I  now  come  to  the  considerilion  of  such  points 
of  law,  upon  which  I  shall  address  myself  to 
the  learned  bench,  in  your  tiearing,  on  the  pro- 
position which  se»ms  too  important  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  enquiry  which  you  are  to  make. 
And  the  ground  tnai  we  lake,  may  it  p'eas  your 
honors,  is  upon  the  well  established  principle 
of  the  common  law  as  recognised  and  affirmed 
in  the  case  o(  Peter  York — subsequently  ap- 
plied in  this  court  in  the  case  of  Washingitm 
Goode — that  the  jury  being  satisfied  that  the 
party  came  to  his  death  by  the  hands  of  the 
prisoner,  unless  it  appears  by  the  ])reponder- 
ance  of  testimony  to  have  been  done  under  rea- 
sonable provocation,  such  as  the  law  recognises 
as  malice  is  to  be  presumed  ;  and  after  malice 
being  presumed,  whether  there  is  any  express 
malice  shown  or  not,  it  is  murder. 

Then,  gentlemen,  the  distinction  that  was 
taken,  and  very  properly  taken  upon  authori- 
ties, was  illustrated  by  the  counsel  for  the  de- 
fence. 

The  difference  between  expressed  and  im- 
plied malice  I  do  not  intend  to  go  over,  because 


1  jnncur  with  him  in  every  point  in  that  argu- 
ment. If  there  was  any  premeditation  in  liie 
act  w  lich  was  committed  by  the  prisoner,  that 
hxes  it  by  the  auihoriiies  and  by  the  •vt?ry 
ground  taken  by  the  counsel  for  the  defence,  as 
a  ca'-e  of  murder.  Should  yota  not  be  satisfied, 
the  law  presumes  that  in  the  absence  of  any 
irue  proof  there  did  exist  the  other  species  of 
implied  maliic  and  therefore  it  is  quite  imma* 
lerial  iu  sustaining  this  charge  against  the 
ptisoner,  whether  the  jury  are  satisfied  of  any 
previous  premeililaiion  or  not,  unless  they  are 
sati-fied  by  ihe  proof  that  when  those  two  men 
came  together  there  was  not  merely  xnespera- 
tinic:  language,  but  that  there  was  on  the  part 
ol  George  P.irkman,  a  provoking  blow  which 
led  to  another  blow  from  the  prisoner,  that  was 
fatal  to  his  adversary.  The  provocation  can- 
not be  an  excuse,  no  matter  hoiv  exasperating 
it  may  be;  thereiore,!  say  if  exasperating  words 
were  used, and  a  sud  ien  blow  was  given  by  the 
pri-oner  with  an  instrument  likely  to  cause 
death,  then  he  is  as  guilty  of  murder  as  if  he 
had  thought  of  ii  monlhs  before,  and  carried 
into  effect  his  premeditated  purpose.  I  felt 
disippointed  that  while  we  and  everybody  were 
looking  ai  an  explanation  of  the  fact,  we  hid 
a:i  extraordin  iry  spectacle  of  finding  the  coun- 
sel for  Ihe  prisoner  devotiiv;  two  hours  and  ten 
minutes,  to  the  testimony  and  the  law,  and 
dwelling  only  ten  minutes  on  the  facts, but  gen- 
tlemen, that  exposition  has  come,  and  1  have 
already  referred  lo  it.  It  is  said  that  although 
the  govarnment  may  charge,  in  the  various 
modes  in  which  they  have  chargad,  in  the  first 
three  counts  ol  the  indictment,  the  government 
Is  bound  to  prove  that  the  homicide  was  com- 
mitted in  one  or  the  other  of  these  moles,  and 
that  the  fourth  count  in  the  indictmet!l,in  which 
the  grand  jury  have  charged  upon  the  prisoner 
that  i»y  some  meaos,  insiruffjenis  or  weapons  lo 
them  unknown,  that  he  did  "Sefirive  Giorae 
Parkman  of  life,  and  so  did  commit  the  mur- 
der. 

Gentlemen,  if  they  would  say  so,  I  ihinklhat 
this  learned  bench  would  have  required  very 
conclusive  authority  which  shou'd  have  been 
produced  to  satisfy  their  minds  of  the  impera- 
tive duty  which  they  have  to  d'o.  Tuke  for  il- 
lustration, f)r  the  counsel  here  in  support  of 
that  monstrous  proposition  that  if  a  man  is  so 
scientific  in  his  deeds  of  bloo  i  as  to  be  able  to 
conceal  ihe  mode  or  ini^ans  by  which  he  sends 
his  brother  iiinn  to  a  sudilen  and  violent  death, 
although  the  fact  may  be  proved  as  clear  as  day, 
he  cannot  be  punished  under  the  laws  of  Mas- 
sachutetts. 

Why,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  "lasso  " 
might  have  been  used  ;  was  th»re  any  eviilence 
that  would  justify  the  jury  in  believing  thai 
he  was  murdered  so  ? 

[The  counsel  here  alluded  to  the  propositions 
laid  down  by  Hawkins,  23d  chap.,  32d  book, 
section  84.  J 

Now,  genllemeri,  if  it  is  known  that  Dr. 
Parkman  was  killed,  lut  in  a  manner  unknown 
to  the  jurors,  though  alleged  in  ihe  indictment 
to  be  i;i  such  and  such  a  mo  le,  tbe  indictment 
could  not  be  sustained,  and  that  is  the  cireum- 
siance  on  which  the  prisoner  may  rely. 

I  will  give  you  another  illustration.  Suppose 
that  Dr.  Webster  with  premeditation  had  en- 
ticed Dr.  Parkman  iqlo  his  laboiajory,   and  in 
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some  iTianiit'r  h'-id  iherd  niufdcred  him,  and  had 
Sicceeded  i;i  'lestro;  ing  the  body  ;  sujipuse  ihat 
four  resi'ecielile  professors  should  brenk  iiuo 
his  room  a-id  find  hiin  in  comri.iliing  a  deed, 
and  he  shouid  confers  itio  Ihem,  and  then  when 
taken  helbre  a  iribuna/  he  should  deny  it,  there 
is  no  law  on  e<irih  vvh'ich  could  afiet  iiim. 
Then,  geilk^men,  no  nriaiier  how  Dr.  Webs'er 
did  the  ileed,  he  is  not  to  escape,— the  law  must 
be  vindicated,  even  if  he  were  moving  in  a  ten 
times  hi>^her  spliere  ihan  he  does  now,  as  well 
as  if  he  were  a  lieggar. 

Now,  s;^iitlenien,  in  order  to  come  ro  the  con- 
sideraiio;)  of  the  evidence,  yoa  must  be  satis- 
fied of  the  iruih  in  this  case  beyund  all  reason- 
able fhiuhi, aid  by  that  is  .ntjani  d  )ubt  that  you 
can  £»ive  a  satisf'aciory  reason  for, In  your  minds 
others  if  they  a-K  you,  that  Gorge  Parknian 
has  been  killed,  and  that  bv  somehody.  Have 
you  a  dou.hi  of  thai,  gentlemen  ?  It  you  have, 
my  labor  is  in  vain,  and  I  may  stop  here,  lor 
the  case  sto|.is  here,  and  your  taith  in  anything 
else  is  tqually  sioi'ped.  Why,  it  is  said  h\ 
the  learned  counsel,  that  there  is  no  direct  ev- 
idence itiat  Dr.  George  Parkrnan  is  not  now 
among  the  living,  and  ii  is  gravely  put  to  you 
in  iha  face  of  all  this  proof,  under  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  Morion,  and  upon  such  improbalnliiies 
as  the  ingejiuiiy  of  the  counsel  could  invent,  it 
is  gravely  pm  to  you  as  a  qnestion  whether  Dr. 
George  Parkman  still  I  e  in  health  and  life  or 
no.  VVou  d  lo  God  that  he  were  still  among 
the  liviiiii  !  There  has  been  a  search  which 
has  bronyht  into  requisition,  notonly  the  vigil- 
ant exertions  o(  ihe  police  of  this  city,  hut  eve- 
rp  inin  felt  11  to  he  a  duiy  to  see  for  hiniS'^df  — 
And  there  was  such  a  search  as  was  never  made 
before;  still  no  lidings  canse  ol  his  having  been 
found, uniess  these  muiilaied  remains, and  the.=e 
calcined  huue-,  constitute  his  mortal  remains. 
Your  counienances  tell  me,  gentlemen,  that  you 
have  no  doubt  but  these  mutilated  remains  are 
those  of  the  body  of  Dr.  George  Parkmau. 

I  read  ii  as  we  went  on  in  the  exaininaiion  of 
the  witness, and  I  saw  ihai  you  had  n)  more 
doubt  but  ihat  those  were  the  remains  of  Dr. 
Parkrnan,  than  you  have  that  I  am  talking  to 
you. 

What  was  the  purpo-e  and  object  of  ihe  coun- 
sel, i[i  undertaking  to  show  that  Dr  George 
Parlcman  was  seen  on  Friday  afternoon, the  23  I 
of  November,  i8l9,  afier  two  o'olock  until  a 
quarer  to  five  ? 

It  was  with  the  view  of  raising  in  your  minds 
a  reasonable  doubt  whether  Dr.  George  Park- 
man's  remains  have  been  discovered  and  iden- 
tified, and  that  identification  proved.  Dr  Web- 
ster started  it  very  early  in  these  proceedings', 
and  under  circu  nsiancps  which  made  the  dec- 
laration pregnant,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  for 
the  five  or  ten  witnesses  they  put  upon  the 
stand,  they  could  have  produced  filteen  more. 

I  intend  to  show  you  how  fallacious  it  is  that 
he  separated  from  Dr.  Webster,  and  lo  give 
also  in  reference  to  the  same  subject  that  those 
were  the  remains  of  Dr.  Parkrnan  found  in  the 
apartments  of  Dr.  Weiis'er.  Tne  learned  At- 
torney then  alluded  to  the  testimony  of  ftlrs. 
Hatch,  who  saw  Dr.  Parkrnan  on  Cambridge 
street  at  quarter  before  2-  She  remembered 
ibai  it  was  him  from  the  fact  that  he  had  a 
prominent  ohm.  He  then  alluded  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Went  worth,  Mr. 


Cleland,  y\r^.  and  .^liss  Rhodes.  He  stated 
that  Mrs.  R  od fs  testified  that  she  n;ei  Dr. 
P.irkman  on  VVa-hingt"n  eireet,  that  they  ex- 
cha^iyed  Lows  and  wr.«  recognised,  but  the 
counsel  tl  o  ight  sh  was  m  s  aken  in  the  idenu- 
ty  ol  the  ptr;on;  he  stated  that  any  gr-nileman 
receiving  a  bow  Irian  a  lady  wt  uld  return  the 
civilry.  He  then  went  on  and  said,  thirty 
thousand  persons  are  said  to  pass  through 
Court  street,  daily,  in  ttie  course  of  l2  hours. 
Now,  g'  nilenien,  how  trsany  of  the  resiih  nts 
ofthistiiy  were  there  and  saw  Dr.  Parkniao, 
as  they  necessarily  would  ;  h  iw  could  same  of 
them  pii.^^itdy  help  sei  ig.;  Dr.  Parknian,  If 
such  had  b'-en  the  case,  after  the  is!-ur>  of  ihe 
notices  of  a  reward,  m^re  than  six  hun.ired  per- 
s.jns  woul  I  have  oome  forward  and  represented 
that  they  had  seen  him. 

How  mmv  times  in  the  course  of  your  lives 
genilenien,  lia^'e  you  l)een  mistaken,  from  the 
similarity  of  persons. 

The  counsel  here  relateti  an  incident  of  his 
own  experience.  People  are  well  aware,  he 
shid,  ol  iheareat  similarity  existing  between 
the  District  Atorney,   Mr.    Train,  an!  himself. 

Ol  the  last  capital  trial  that  took  place  in 
Camliridge,  1  was  stopped  while  walking  over 
to  Cambridge,  by  the  enquiry,  "  Well,  Mr. 
Train,  when  do  you  w.sh  me  lo  bring  those 
'^ub  jicenas'  over?"  Suspaciing  the  mistake,  I 
said,  ''Over  where?"  "  Why,  over  to  the  Pear- 
son trial."  He  then  left  nie.  In  the  afternoon 
I  went  over  there  and  told  Mr  Train  of  what 
had  occurred.  When  ihe  officer  caine,  Mr. 
Train  what  he  had  brought  thoni  over  lor.  The 
officer  said,  "  Because  you  told  nie  to.'' 

I  told  vou  loo  I  have  iMl  seen  you  before  to- 
day. Why,  said  the  officer  1  .saw  you  on  Lev- 
erelt  sireet  by  the  jail,  and  you  told  me  to 
brins  these  over  to-nighi}  and  it  was  sometime 
before  you  could  make  him  believe  that  ii  was 
me  that  he  spoke  to,  and  that  a  joke  had  been 
played  upnn  him.  Now  ihat  man  would  have 
been  ready  to  swear  that  he  spoke  to  Mr. 
Train. 

Now,  gentlemen,  where  witnesses  undertook 
to  satisfy  a  jury  that  they  saw  a  man  in  this 
city  vvnom  they  took  to  be  Dr  PurUman,  seems 
to  me  like  asking  a  jury  to  fo  ei^o  eve.yihing 
that  is  proveil  and  inconieslilily,  for  the  sake  of 
making  a  statement  in  which  ihev  may  be  mis- 
taken. If  you  are  satisfied  that  Dr  Parkman's 
remains  were  found  in  Ihe  apartments  of  this 
prisoaer,  it  is  impossdile  for  him  to  escape 
throuijh  a  perforation  of  that  evidence;  then 
what  matters  it.  The  c  >urt  will  tell  you  that 
the  time  when  this  homicide  was  commiiied  is 
immaterial;  it  may  have  been  in  one  hoar  or 
another.  The  supposition  is  tliat  Dr  Webster 
did  beguile  and  entice  Dr  George  Parkrnan  in 
some  way  or  means  unknown  to  the  jury,  and 
obtained  tho.-e  notes  of  him,  and  did  then  and 
there  deprive  him  of  life. 

Where  was  Dr  Wehsier  on  Friday  afiernoon, 
gonilemen,  where  did  he  drive  that  day?  Did 
his  counsel  answer  that?  Did  his  proofs  an- 
swer that  ? 

Is  the  fact  which  the  government  have  put  in 
here,  ihat  he  was  in  his  laboratory,  dinnerless 
and  alone,  with  no  lecture  to  prepare?  Has 
this  fact  been  shaken  ?  He  has  lacked  no  legal 
counsel,  iio  friendship  to  seize  upon  every  fact 
hdi  cotild  be  mrijad  to  his  favor;  yet  with  aU 
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nis,  gentlemen,  he  haa  not  been  able   to  sus-- 
ain  his  pioofs. 

We  do  not  know  whether  he  slew  Dr.  Park 
man  at  one  o'clock  or  (our,  and  therefore  the 
aiiempi  to  prove  an  alibi  on  ihair  part  is  im- 
miier.al. 

In  the  first  plac-?,  gentleman,  the  evidence 
shows  til  yuni  all  qtiesiio  i  that  the  parts  of  a 
human  I'O.iy  hail  Lieon  fnund  in  the  vault,  fur- 
nace and  tea  ciie^i.  By  the  marvellous  and 
lieauilful  science  of aniicimy  it  hns  heen  beau- 
tifully deiai'i  d  in  us  hare  by  ihdt  truly  scienii- 
lie  man,  Djct.  JEi-FriiEs  VVyman,  as  well  as 
by  oiher  physcians,  audi  wish  you  to  consid- 
er the  Medical  testimony  panicularly  and  care- 
fully. That  they  constitu'e  parts  of  a  human 
body  of  courvB  you  hive  mi  doubt. 

The  iGiiimoiiy  of Dr  Ains  ^onh  shovs  that  it 
was  no  body  of  his,  as  he  ke  ps  an  aecount  of 
all  the  sulijecis  for  disseciion  tiini  come  in,  and 
there  were  none  of  these  fonnd  to  he  mis>.ing. 
We  have  shown  you  ih-it  tliere  was  every  point 
of  resemblance  about  the  holy  like  that  of  Dr. 
Parkmin,  and  there  was  no  dissimilarity  be- 
tween the  two.  if  you  i-ike  a  man  most  resem- 
bling Dr.  Ptirkman  and  di^s  cl  him  in  the  same 
way  that  ihisbody  was  dissected,  and  still  you 
will  find  ihat  his  tiien  Is  will  diss  iver  some  trace 
about  the  body  so  as  to  enable  them  to  recog- 
nise it. 

Ge  itleinen,^you  aJS'i  find  he  e  the  testimony 
of  the  physicidn<,  it  you  find  from  the  testimo- 
ny of  Mr  Shaw,  Dr.  Strong  and  of  ethers  who 
examined  these  remnins  aud  have  drawn  the 
conclusion  that  they  were  the  remains  of  Dr. 
Parknian,  b-'forc  Dr.  Keep,  h.id  ever  examined 
the  teeth  found  in  the  (urnace,  or  had  identified 
them.  I  ask  you  wiiether  ihe^e  pro  ifs  do  not 
te-itify  that  these  were  the  mortal  remains  of 
Dr.  George  Parknian,  and  of  no  other  man. 
Why  gentlemen, *on?ider  lor  a  moment  the  phi- 
losoplucal  propositions  ol  Dr.  Keep,  there  is  a 
certain  peculiarity  in  the  fact  of  his  wearing 
false  teeth.  Now  gentlemen,  what  are  the 
chances  that  amo.ig  all  ihe>e  points  of  resem- 
blance, there  should  not  be  one  single  little  point 
ofdifTereuce,  it  they  were  the  remains  of^  Dr. 
Parkman,  and  I  say  it  is  not  in  the  order  of  Prov- 
idence that  there  would  hive  been  upon  this 
matter  of  identity  such  marvelous  resemblance, 
as  we  have  nxhuiited  hi-re  ;  we  want  no  single 
point  of  difTrrence  unless  «  e  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  th.  se  were   the   remains  of  Dr.  P. 

1  come  to  the  positive  lesiiinony,  upon  which 
I  undertake  to  say  that  you  as  intelligent  men 
must  be  already  convinced  as  though  we  ^had 
brought  in  here  the  entire  body  of  the  deceased 
and  spread  it  out  before  yon.  I  speak  of  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  Keep,  Noble,  and  Wyman, 
and  I  approacM  it  s^entlemen,  reverently  when  I 
consider  the  circuinstances  under  which  this 
idenlificaiion  was  made,  ii  is  a  curious  coinci- 
dence that  this  set  of  leeih  was  manufactured 
for  him  that  he  might  be  present  at  the  open- 
ing of  that  colleue  building  of  which  he  had 
been  the  munificent  heneiaeior,  that  it  should 
come  under  ihe  order  of  providence  that  that 
very  set  of  leelli  should  have  been  found  to 
identify  hia  remains  to  vitioicaie  his  memory. 
I  approach  it  reverently;  1  see  in  it  the  finger 
of  Almighty  God,  and  gentlemen  when  that 
witness  stood  upon  that  si  and  and  gave  as  the 
history  of  his  patient   labors.     The  defendants 


counsel  here,  as  vigilani|as  they  are,  ra  ;sL  have 
felt  that  the  great  Inundation  of  all  their  hopes 
upon  which  they  meant  to  build  up  someihing, 
was  fast  crumbling  away;  and  gentlemen,  con- 
sider that  they  were  no  volunteers,  in  order  to 
fasten  upon  this  unfortunate  prisoner  a  charge 
so  ui.imporianr. 

No  man  upon  that  stand  testified  with  more 
reluctance  than  Dr  Keep,  that  it  was  his  firm 
belief  that  these  were  the  teeth  of  Dr  Parkman, 
He  felt,  gentlemen,  as  any  man  would  feel  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion  what  truth  required 
him  to  stale  to  us.  Take  the  testimony  and 
see  what  becomes  of  the  miserable  produciion 
that  Dr  Morton  attempted  to  advance  hire,  that 
a  demist  could  not  know  his  own  work.  But, 
gentlemen,  you  heard  the  testimony  of  another 
witness  for  the  government,  who  gave  lhal,ex- 
pressive  illustration,  that  a  dentist  could  know 
his  own  work  as  well  as  a  s:ulptor  could  know 
his,  and  that  a  painter  could  know  the  face  he 
had  painted.  Why,  gemlemen,  when  y.'e  con- 
sider that  a  man  in  this  dock  like  Dr.  Webster, 
who  has  had  such  advantages  of  education  as  he 
has,  who  is  himself  a  devotee  of  science,  and  we 
feel  and  know  that  he  is  so  disposed.  But  he 
has  betrayed  his  high  avocation;  and  even  if  he 
had  slain  in  anger  orin  cold  blood,  whichfr-ver  " 
it  may  be,  his  fallow  man  and  his  beneiacior  aad 
friend,  we  have  a  feeling  of  liosor  for  the  pro- 
fession. I  cannot  but  thank  the  profession  for 
the  honor  they  have  done  us;  we  love  and  hon- 
or them,  for  they  are  here  taking  the  stand 
(which  they  do  most  reluctantly)  against  one  of 
their  own  brotherhood. 

Well  genilemen,  1  now  come  to  the  consider- 
ation of  another  proposition,  1  consider  the  mat- 
ter settled  beyond  all  question  that  there  was 
found  in  Dr.  VVebster's  Laborntnry  in  the 
vault,  tea  chest,  and  furnace,  the  remains  of  Dr 
George  Parkman.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
he  committed  suicide,  or  that  he  died  by  visi- 
tation of  the  Almighty.  No  man,  it  seems  to 
me,  can  call  upon  the  counsel  to  argue  a  ques- 
tion like  that.  Why  gentlemen,  to  die  a  natural 
death,  and  then  thus  be  mutilated,  what  an  in- 
conceivable thing  that  he  committed  suicide, 
and  that  some  person  in  mere  sport  had  muti- 
lated those  remains  and  burnt  and  roasted  that 
head.  The  circumstances  under  which  that 
body  was  found  lead  us  to  conclude  that  the 
crime  was  connected  wi'h  the  loss  of  life. 
:i»We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  as  to  the  time  when  Dr.  Webster  was 
found  in  the  Collage,  on  that  day.  In  the  first 
place,  we  have  it  that  he  was  there  about  IJ 
o'clock.  He  does  so  in  order  to  avoid  detection. 
Next,  counsel  at  the  opposite  side  undertakes  to 
construct  another  hypothesis.  In  the  first  place 
they  insinuate  tlieir  foul  suspicions  against  the 
witness  Mr.  Littlefield,  and  now  when  all  the 
proof  is  in  they  disclaim  all  imputation  upon 
him.  The  witness  Mr.  Litilefield,  who  has 
been  examined  here  before  you  gentlemen  is 
humble  in  life,  but  honest.  He  is  not  highly 
bred,  or  highly  educated,  he  does  not  assume 
the  higher  walks  of  social  life,  but  he  is  an 
honest  ma,n,.  and  a  correct  man.  The  defendant 
here  has  sought  to  persecute  him,  in  as  far  as 
he  could,  to  poison  his  reputation,  and  why  7 
Because  he  knew  that  he  p.jssessed  the  means 
of  contradicting  him  and  frustrating  all  his 
movements  and  plans.    I  shall   put  Mr.  Little- 
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field  before  you  here  as  a  man  to  whom  justice 
should  be  done;  ji^tice  from  ihem  who  libelled 
him.  They  wnuli)  first  have  ii  that  if  this  was 
the  body  of  Dr.  Parkman,  he  must  have  been 
murdered  by  someone  ouside,  who  then  placed 
him  inside,  i:i  the  Doctors  apartments.  This  is 
their  hypothe>is. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  not  fiere  discussing  impos- 
sibilities. VVho  ainoris;  us  can  doubt  that  Dr. 
Parkmaa  ever  came  down  frim  that  College  af- 
ter the  hour  in  which  he  appeared  there  on  Fri- 
day. Uui  it  is  assumed  thai  somebody  else  corn- 
milted  the  deed  nut  of  the  college.  Observe 
the  many  inconsistencies  ol  their  propositions. 
That  Dr.  Parkman  must  have  left  the  college, 
and  then  was  wav-laid  l>y  some  one?  We  main- 
tain that  Dr.  Parkmin  never  alter  was  seen  out 
oi  that  building,  and  here  is  the  issue  between 
HB.  The  idea  is,  liS  I  before  observed,  that  this 
was  done  by  some  robber  who  wav-laid  him 
and  then  htoughi  the  body  to  the  college.  For 
what?  was  it  lor  the  purpo:>e  of  geitin?  ileon- 
sumed  ?  If  to,  would  ii  i-e  likely  that  the  mur- 
derer would  have  placed  it  there  in  the  Doc- 
tor's room  ?  But  we  shall  come  to  another  ihe- 
o.'y.  Thoy  happen  to  draw  attention  to  his 
having  called  on  the  Friday  at  Holland's;  but; 
Dr.  Parkman,  they  say,  pissed  out  by  a  different 
door  from  whai  he  enter  d.  They  say  that 
when  he  eniured  Holland's  he  came  from  the 
college;  but  this  has  filled.  These  were  the 
theories  on  these  poin:s  when  slander  began  to 
connect  the  name  of  Dr.  VVebsier  with  the  mur- 
der. But  the  niurdertr  musi  have  been  an  ex- 
pert and  able  chemisi ,  who  was  perfectly  con- 
versant with  cliemcal  knowledge.  You  remem- 
ber the  testimony  of  Dr  Gay  in  relation  to  the 
muscle  of  the  thorax,  and  ihe  strong  alkaline 
used  to  cause  the  decomposition  of  the  body. 
None  but  a  skillful,  experienced  chemisi  could 
do  this.  When  rumor  begnn  to  blow  np  his 
good  name,  he  then  resorts  to  these  desperate 
remedies. 

Would  any  man  in  the  community  have  ever 
suspected  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Webster — that  a 
crime  of  such  a  character  as  this  could  ever  at- 
tach lo  him  7  Could  you  believe  that  in  a  com- 
munity like  this  to,  where  we  find  men  distin- 
guished for  their  enlighienment  and  intelli- 
gence— more  in  faci  than  any  other  class  of  men 
at  this  side  the  glohe — thai  a  man  like  Dr. 
Webster  should  be  allowed  to  remain  with  such 
a  charge  upon  him  so  long  undiscovered.  What 
anxiety  was  there  not  manifested,  by  those  who 
had  long  honored,  and  were  reared  up  in  a  near 
and  cherished  Institution — an  Institution  which 
was  founded  !)y  their  father* — when  these  hor- 
rifying rumors  began  to  travel  in  connection 
with  it?  Who  could  have  supposed  that  f  om 
such  an  Institution,  susincion  ifor  so  foul  a  crime 
would  ever  have  been  aroused — arrest  from  sus- 
picion, and  trial  Iroin  arre>i7  Yet  such  we 
find  it,  in  the  ca-e  of  one  of  its  professors.  The 
facility  with  which  he  fled  from  the  College  lo 
Cambridge,  and  froiii  Cambridge  lo  the  Col- 
lege, showed  how  much  he  wa-«on  the  alert,  al- 
ways endeavoring  to  evade  suspicion. 

Four  month-;  have  now  elapsed  since  this 
awful  murder  has  agiiaied  this  community  lo 
its  very  centre,  aiid  no  oih>  r  person  has  ever 
been  spoken  of— no  otner  (lerson  has  been  sus- 
pected of  this  foul  deed,  Nut  Prolessor  Web- 
ster.   Cuuld  any  other  man  have  undertaken  to 
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destroy  thes-e  rem.iins,!  that  were  found  in  ihe 
medical  college,  but  Dr.  Websier^could  any 
man  in  his  sei-.ses  lielieve  thai  other  ptrsons 
would  endeavor  to  destroy  ihem,  after  all  that 
has  been  revealed,  but  Dr.  Wei  sier?  There  we 
find  the  furnace  in  which  a  fire  was  never 
placed  before.  For  what  purpose  was  this  fur- 
nace placed  there?  We  find  the,  ri  mains  of 
Dr.  P.  placed  there — we  find  remains  partly 
consumed,  and  then  the  knife,  the  niiraie  of 
copper,  the  twine  found  on  the  thigh  bone  of 
ihe  same  description  as  that  found  in  his  pri- 
vate room,  where  the  fish  honks  were  also 
found,  and  is  ii  possible  that,  with  the  chain  of 
circumstances  that  surround  the  entire,  that 
any  one  in  the  world  would  be  found  that  would 
doubt  thai  these  were  the  remains  of  Dri  Park- 
man,  and  thai  Dr.  Websifr  was  ihe  as.^ass^n 
ihai  murdered  him. 

We  see  that  Liitlefield  found  the  remains  in 
the  lea  chtst,  and  every  circnmstance  connected 
with  the  entire  tragedy,  is  ca  culated  to  fix  it 
deeper  and  deeper  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
defendenl. 

There  are  two  or  three  great  overshadowing 
facts  in  this  case,  which  would  send  any  com- 
mon culprit,  after  two  hours  investigation,  a 
convict  from  the  dock. 

In  this  prosecniion,  we  rely  on  the  law,  we 
rely  on  the  evidence,  we  rely  on  right,  we  rely 
on  justice,  tor  a  verdict  in  this  case. 

They  have  attacked  and  slandered  Mr.  Lit- 
tlefiv;:ld — not  the  counsel, but  from  another  quar- 
ter. They  have  impeach  his  testimony — ibe 
principal  testimony  upon  which  ihey  have  had 
iorely.  Mr  Liitlefield  has  a  wife  and  family 
to  look  up  to  him;  and  his  reputation  is  as  dear 
to  him,  as  that  of  any  College  Professor  is  lo 
himself,  and  when  we  recollect  the  obloquy 
heaped  upon  him  by  those  men,  I  shall  not  for- 
get that  something  is  due  to  him.  In  his  ex- 
amination, for  one  entire  day,  he  told  a  plain 
slory  of  all  he  knew  about  this  mailer,  and  lor 
another  day  he  was  submitted  to  a  rigid  cross- 
examination,  fiom  one  of  the  most  aiile  cross- 
examining  lawyers  in  Massachuseiis,  and  tlie 
iinpulalions  heaped  upon  him,  it  shall  not  be 
my  fault  if  I  do  not  have  them  cleared  away. 

We  find  Ihe  property  of  ihe  murdered  man  in 
the  possession  of  Dr.  Webster.  Coansel  here 
alluded  la  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  who 
had  supported  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  and 
wtint  on  to  call  the  attention  of  the  jury  to  the 
present  of  ihe  turkey  given  by  Dr  Webster  to 
Liitlefield.  for  the  first  time,  which  he  conten- 
ded was  done  for  the  purpose  ol  warding  off 
suspicion  from  his  mind. 

After  luriher  commenting  on  the  ingenuity  of 
the  prisoner,  in  disposing  of  the  remains  in  the 
College,  he  continued  : 

I  proceed  now  to  consider  the  conduct  of 
Dr  Webster  in  reference  to  the  statements  he 
made  to  different  persons.  Now  three  or  four  of 
these  stalemenis.according  lo  his  own  showing, 
have  been  proved  unirue.  The  statement  (hat 
he  made  to  Dr  Francis  Parkman  and  Mr  Blake, 
that  he  would  cancel  the  mortgage,  which  he 
could  not  have  performed.  I  say  to  yon  farther, 
gentlemen,  that  yon  are  to  consider  ihe  more 
serious  question,  and  that  is  the  statement  of 
Dr  Webster,  that  he  had  paid  that  moneys 
which  from  the  evidence  adduced  here,  he  has 
never  done.    Take,  gentlemen,  the  account  yo 
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have  of  Dr  Webster's  deposits  in  the  Charles 
River  Bank,  and  compare  liiem  at  your  leisure. 
I  will  not  dwell  Bpoii  them. 

Between  the  bank  and  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Pettee  there  is  exact  coincidence.  Yet  it  has 
been  hinted  that  he  ir.ok  oui  cf  this  enough  to 
make  up  what  he  had  been  saving  for  monihs. 
From  the  aiiiount  of  the  funds  ot  Dr.  Webster 
in  the  bank,  and  from  his  various  statements  of 
their  deposition,  it  clearly  appears  that  he  nev- 
er could  have  ))ai(i  the  Parkman  mortgage  from 
this  source.  The  counsel  lor  the  prisoner  have 
not  endeavored  to  show  where  he  procured  ilie 
raoncy  which  was  alleged  by  him  to  have  been 
paid  to  Dr.  Parkman.  Let  me  say  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen, that  for  months  he  has  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  eniire  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  summon  here  every  witness  from 
whom  he  had  received  a  dollar.  You  will  ob- 
serve that  in  ihe  statement  that  1  made  to  you, 
that  the  results  of  the  inquest  were  not  placed 
my  hands  uiiil  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  had  seea 
them. 

Ttie  interview  with  Mr  Pettee  was  a  chance 
one,  he  having  called  at  9  o'clock,  the  ilefend- 
aat  tells  him  that  atrocious  falsehood  that  Dr. 
Parkman  was  deranged  and  had  put  his 
business  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Blake,  and  that 
he  should  have  no  more  difficulty  with  him. 
Is  there  not  someihing  singular  in  the  defend- 
ants goine  to  Dr.  Parknian's  house  and  request- 
ing him  to  call  ai  half  past  one,  10  receive  the 
amount  due  him  on  the  mortgage  when  it  was 
as  likely  thai  h<?  could  pay  him  then  as  well  as 
at  the  time  fixed. 

Mr.  Cliffiird  here  entered  into  minute  details 
concerning  the  various  pecuniary  transactions 
between  the  parlies,  showing  the  nature  of  the 
transaction  between  them  ia  all  its  details. 

Sentlemen,  I  believe  that  nothing  has  been 
left  undone  which  could  have  been  done  for  the 
defendant.  If  he  did  not  pay  the  n)oney  to  Dr. 
Parkman,  and  that  he  has  not  done  so  is  clearly 
proved  from  all  the  facis  which  have  been  de- 
duced, where  did  the  defendent  get  those  notes? 
You  will  find  a  little  memorandum  on  one  of 
them  that  it  was  paid  Nov.  22,  1849,  is  it  an 
after  thought  that  Dr.  Parkman  might  have 
shown  these  notes    to  satrie  one  after  that  time. 

On  Friday  mornina,  Dr.^'V'Vebsier  received  a 
check  from  Mr.  Pettee  for  $90,  as  the  proceeds 
from  the  sales  of  tickets,  from  which  he  is  to 
,pay  Dr.  Parkman,  We  find  that  he  deposited 
•the  $90  in  the  bank  the  next  Saturday  the  24th. 
That  $90,  instead  of  being  devoted  to  the  claim 
of  Dr.  Parkman,  was  put  into  his  own   pocket. 

I  now  leave  this  matter  of  finance,  and  come 
■to  consider  the  circumstances  which  have  been 
developed  here  in  this  testimony.  What,  gen- 
"llemen,  was  the  condition  of  things  in  that  lab- 
oratory where  these  remains  were  found  ?  I 
shall  go  more  hastily  over  these  things  than  I 
expected  to  when  I  commenced  this  trial,  but 
•there  are  some  things  to  which  1  must  call 
your  atiention  and  which  it  would  be  great  in- 
justice to  overloi  k. 

In  the  first  place,  with  the  remains  were 
found  towels,  which  were  produced  here.  1 
shall  call  your  attention  to  these  towels  some  of 
them  marked  wiih  the  iniiials  of  Webster's 
name  and  were  nearly  new.  One  of  them  it  is 
here  clearly  in  proof  before  you,  was  in  the  la- 
Iwratory  in  the  upper  room  on  the  morning  of 


that  Friday,  on  which  that  fatal  event  took  place. 
Then  gentlemen,  1  call  your  attention  la  the 
knife  found  in  ihat  tea  chest.  Why  eentlemen, 
the  counsel  for  the  defence  overlooked  in  their 
comments,  the  (act  that  on  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber that^knife  was  over  at  Candiridae,  end  after- 
wards between  the  17ih  and  23;i  November  was 
brought  over  to  the  Medical  College.  Well 
now  gentlemen,  it  is  said  that  suNpicion  fasten- 
ed upon  Dr.  Webster,  because  that  the  minerals 
which  were  not  entirely  covered  with  tan  when 
seen  on  Tuesday,  and  were  covered  to  a  great- 
er exient  on  Faiday.  Why  from  the  very  fact 
of  a  formal  search  being  made,  and  public  at- 
tention being  called,  would  it  not  have  been  sui- 
ficienl  to  prompt  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Websteir  to 
hav^  piled  on  more  minerals.  Then  gentlemen, 
I  call  your  attention  to  the  hammer  and  the 
knife  which  had  the  appearance  of  being  re- 
cently cleansed;  you  have  the  tcbtimoay  ol  Dr. 
Jackson  upon  this  point. 

These  are  in  Jaci  diadly  weapons  which  be 
might  have  used.  They  rre  connected  with 
the  liody  of  Dr  Parkman  and  with  no  other  hu- 
man being.  Then  there  was  that  tan  sent  there 
in  a  suspicious  way.  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
experience  that  tan  will  stifle  any  unnatural  odor 
in  the  decomposition  offlesh,  You  will  remem- 
ber that  the  bag  of  tan  was  placed  on  the  out- 
side by  Mr  Sawin,  the  express  man,  why  was  be 
not  allowed  to  come  iu  as  he  had  done  before. 
The  bag  of  tan  was  taken  in  but  the  box  was 
left  outside.  There  were  in  llial  Labaratory 
two  barrels  of  pine  kindling  and  ihey  were  near- 
ly gone. 

Then  in  that  furnace  were  found  among  the 
remains  a  shirt  button,  showing  that  clothes  had 
been  consumed  in  that  furnace,  and  then  there 
were  drops  of  blood  on  the  pantaloons,  showing 
that  they  had  not  dropped  from  above  on  a  per- 
pendicular surface,  but  were  scattered  from  be- 
neath, and  also,  in  testimony,  you  have  stains 
on  the  si«irs,  which  were  fresh.  These  stains 
turn  out  to  be  made  of  nitrate  of  copper  which 
is  a  very  excellenl  agent  in  removing  stains  ot 
blood.  I  defy  any  man  to  look  at  those  stains 
as  you  have  done,  and  be  satisfied  that  there 
has  not  been  thrown  upon  them  this  nitrate  of 
copper,  not  spattered  on  them. 

Dr  Wyman  lelis  us  I  hat  water  was  used  there 
in  most  unusual  quantities  during  ihat  week. 
Water  was  drawn  in  large  hogsheads.  You 
have  been  told  there  was  no  stain  of  blood,  but 
would  there  have  been  when  water  was  used  so 
freely  ? 

Then,  gentlemen,  as  to  the  matter  of  skeleton 
keys,  they  were  filed  to  all  appearance  only  a 
few  days  before.  Was  the  filing  of  those  keys 
done  by  himself  or  not  ? 

We  cannot  trace  the  course  of  this  man  any 
more  than  we  can  trace  the  -course  of  the  ser- 
pent upon  the  rocks.  Then  gentlemen,  we  find 
that  in  his  privaie  rooms,  there  were  grapnels 
made  offish-hooks  which  he  had  purchasetl  on 
the  previous  Tuesday.  If  those  remains  were 
cut  up  and  deposited  in  the  vault,  the  circum- 
stances lead  us  to  conclude  that  these  grappels 
were  made  for  suspending  the  body  in  the  wa- 
ter. You  find  around  the  thigh  of  those  re- 
mains in  ihe  tea  chest  a  piece  of  twine  which 
the  counsel  for  the  detendent  so  contemptuous- 
ly spoke  of,  but  that  twine  was  iu  the  tan  in 
that  laboratory  in  the  private  rooms  of  Dr  Web- 
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ster  to  which  he  alone  had  access.  Lei  me  say 
someihin?  about  the  mode  in  which  the  body- 
might  h'ive  been  cut  up  and  destroyed  hy  alka- 
lies. But  £^eni!enien,  I  come  to  whai  is  of 
more  imporiance.  Dr.  VVebsier  canied  in  his 
pocltet  ihe  keys  of  that  privy,  in  the  vault  of 
which  were  found  those  remains.  No^v  1  shall 
ask  you  <<eiulemen  to  give  ibis  mauer  serious 
consideraiion,  whether  a  man  of  scieice  would 
carry  witii  him  in  his  pocket  so  cumt)ersome  aa 
article  as  that  which  by  no  passibiliiy  he  could 
carry  lor  any  honest  purpose;  that  k;y  he  had 
carried  vi^h  Uini,  and  as  to  the  mauer  of  the 
blankets  tbai  was  a  matter  which  he  should 
not  atteinpi  to  express. 

Now  let  us  come  lo  the  mutilated  remains, 
which  have  been  foimd  in  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  Now  what  were 
the  aciioits  of  the  prisoner  during  that  week. 
In  ihe  fir>ii  place,  he  was  locked  in  his  labora- 
tory at  unusual  hours,  during  a  week  of  official 
lectures.  Thai  he  was  locked  there  during  thit 
time,  dne^  not  depend  upon  the  lesiimoiiy  of 
Mr  Liiili-field  alone,  bm  you  find  it  from  ihe 
testitnony  of  Mrs  Liulefield,  and  of  ihe  r)[noers 
aue  BlaUe,  Shaw  and  oihcrs.  And  we  find  al- 
so that  very  intense  fires  had  been  kepi  up  du- 
ring the  week,  where  none  had  ever  been  mnde 
before.  I  have  already  stated  to  you  and  the 
Court,  that  upon  a  criiical  examination  of  the 
testimony,  which  is  of  the  most  significant  and 
corrolioraiin:^  character,  that  he  was  there  on 
Friday  afternoon,  and  thai  there  was  no  trace 
of  him  from  Saturday  morning  unlil  the  afier- 
noim  of  thai  day  at  o-.ie  o'clock. 

Is  not  ihe  argomenl  as  fair  that  Webster  had 
come  ovf'r  and  opened  the  laboratory,  as  that 
any  one  else  had  done  it.  Littlefield,  after  he 
had  built  his  fire  in  ihe  stove,  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed and  ?o  down  through  the  laboratory,  and 
he  received  for  ihe  first  time  in  his  life,  a  per- 
emptory order  to  go  out  the  other  way.  On 
Sunday,  nenilempn,  he  was  there,  and  had  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Blake,  and  this  is  dwelt 
upon  as  a  sure  sign  of  innscence  by  bis  coun- 
sel. A  story  was  ihe«  prepared,  and  it  is  ask- 
ed with  great  significeace,  if  a  guilty  man  could 
have  communicated  the  fact  of  the  murder  in 
themanne-in  which  he  did  to  Mr  Blake. — 
For  he  bad  his  dinner  at  an  early  hour,  ihai  he 
might  gi>  over  to  Boston,  and  communicaie  to 
the  unhappy  family  of  the  brother  of  ihe  de- 
ceased, when  he  saw  him  last,  and  the  circum- 
stances atiendiiig  that  iiUerview.  The  ohjoct 
of  that  interview  appears  tobe,lo  have  impress- 
ed upon  Dr  Francis  Parkman's  mind  just  two 
things — that  he  had  paid'ihe  monpy  to  his  bro- 
ther, and  also  ihai  his  brother  was  in  a  strange 
cnndiiinn,  whsn  he  rushed  out  of  the  room.  At 
that  interview,  he  appears  unsjmpathizing 
with  the  af&icted  family.  Then,  gentlemen, 
on  Monday,  :in  interview  takes  place  with  Mr. 
Blake,  in  which  he  appears  to  be  bracing  him- 
self up  to  a«s>wer  all  necessary  qaesiions.  He 
said  thai  Dr  Parkmaa  he^d  his  mortgage,  but 
that  he  said  he  would  so  over  to  Cambridge  aud 
see  thai  it  was  cancelled,  and  yet  that  mortgage 
had  been  found  among  Dr.   Parliman's,  papers. 

Let  H-  now,  aenilemen,  mark  the  manner  in 
which  Dr.  Wet  sler  conducted  himself  at  these 
two  inlervi^»ws.  At  that  interview  with  Dr. 
Parkm  in,  he  appears  cold  and  formal  while  in 
the  other  he  effects  an  unusual  cordiality  of  mai>- 


ner,  for  in  bracing  himself  up  for  such  an  inter- 
view as  he  was  to  have  with  Mr.  Blake. 

The  in'erview,  which  he  had  al>o  wiih  Ful- 
ler and  Thompson,  you  will  consider.  L^t  i:s 
now  examine  the  evidence  ihat  relaies  to  the 
search  made  by  the  officers  in  the  L^horaiarj. 
Dr.  VVebsier  was  at  work  in  his  Laboratory  o;i 
Monday  but  on  Tuesday  he  said  he  wamef^uo 
fires  because  his  lectures  would  not  bear  it. 

Now  what  is  there  in  ihe  evidence  which 
has  appeared  that  will  exonerate  Dr.  Webster 
from  the  suspicion  that  attaches  itself  to 
the  circumstance.  Why,  gentlemen,  there  is 
a  case  for  explanation.  It  was  a  matter  that 
could  have  been  propounded  to  Dr  Webster 
by  h's  counsel,  and  he  could  have  shown  what 
was  the  object  of  that  lecture  on  that  day.  By 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Kingsley  we  find  on  that 
day  there  was  a  bright  fire  in  the  assay  Air- 
nace,  and  Dr.  Webster  was  in  the  room  with 
him  while  he  was  there.  In  that  place  a  3re 
was  burning,  and  Dr.  Webster  was  there.  The 
tea  chest  was  in  that  room;  the  cabin^'tof  min- 
erals was  there.  On  Wednesday  morninaf,  and 
tke  testimony  is  uncontradicted,  Prof  Webster  j 

was  engaged  at  that  lime  m  tha,t  room;  you 
find  that  he  did  not  go  out  to  Cambridge  until 
11  o'clock,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  alibi  which 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  prove.  He  hr,d 
set  his  material  at  work.  Fire  was  left  bur.n- 
ing  and  smouldering  away.  On  Thursday, 
Tfianksgiving  day ,  he  was  at  home  at  10  o'- 
clock. On  the  Tuesday  previous,  he  appears 
to  have  come  in,  to  maKe  a  present  of  a  turkey 
to  Mr.  Littlefield. 

For  what  purpose  did  he  order  that  tin  fjox, 
which  was  made  expressly  lor  him?  It  ""is 
said  by  one  of  his  daughters  that  they  were  in 
the  haoit  of  sending  plan  is  to  Fayal.  but  irit 
had  been  made  for  such  a  puipose,  would  it 
have  required  a  box  constructed  so  strongly, 
with  a  handle  that  would  bear  the  weight  of 
100  pounds,  although  it  has  been  intimated  by 
his  counsel  that  it  was  made  for  such  a  pur- 
pose The  box  was  soldered  tight  to  keep  U 
entirely  from  the  external  atr.  No  man  ever 
heard  such  a  thing  as  that  a  box  of  such  a  de- 
scription would  be  made  for  such  a  purpose. 
When  he  ordered  that  box  at  Waterman's  he 
endeavored  to  impress  upim  thf  ir  minds  the 
fact  that  Dr  Parkman  was  seen  going  to  Cam- 
bridge, after  the  interview  he  had  with  him  at 
the  Medical  College.  In  that  conversation  he 
tells  the  story  about  a  woman  being  in  a  mes- 
meric state,  and  having  told  some  one  about 
Dr  Parkman's  being  carried  off  in  a  cab.  I  rio 
not  know  how  it  strikes  your  minds,  but  is  it 
not  strange  that  a  teacher  and  a  protessor  in  a 
college  should  be  undertaking  to  impress  upon 
their  minds  such  things  as  those  ? 

This  same  story   he  tias   attempted   to   im-         ^ 
press  upon  the  minds  of   others.     Also,  he  ea- 
deavored  lo  impress  the  mmd  of  Mrs  Colburn; 
but  the  idea  that  Dr  Webster  was  seen  by  her  (|> 

on  Friday,  and  m  talking  with  hei  he  asked 
her  over  and  over  again,  are  you  sure  that  it 
was  not  on  Friday  ?  It  has  been  shown  in  ihc 
evidence  here  that  he  went  home  to  Cam- 
bridge on  Wednesday  evening  between  tea 
and  twelve  o'clock.  As  to  his  conduct  tit 
home,  subsequent  to  this  lime,  in  his  visits, 
he  is  pbiymg  whist.  Is  it  not  all  consistent 
with  I.''-;     e-^'s^n  which  he  intended  io  carry 
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out.  True,  it  would  require  nerves  to  do  it  but 
he  had  ii,  and  tliis  nerve  he  manifested  in  all 
his  subsequent  conduct,  only  except  when  fear 
fell  upon  him  and  exposure  stared  him  in  the 
•face.  Gentlemen  I  have  but  one  word  to  say 
to  you  in  referenco  to  those  aaoiiymous  let- 
ters. 

The  counsel  upon  the  other  side  has  (Called 
your  attention  t(>  one  single  feature  in  those  lei- 
ters,  which  were  spoken  of  by  Mr  Goulds  the 
writing  master,  and  that  was  the  manner  in 
H'hich  the  figivre  nine  was  made  I  ask  you,  gen- 
tlemen, to  look  at  that  figure  and  see  if  it  is  not 
viilenlly  a  disguised  figure. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the 
laslimony  of  Mr  Gould  and  Mr  Smith,  who  for 
more  than  twenty  vears  have  been  familiar  with 
handwriting,  aud  who  take  the  responsibility  up- 
on Iheir  oaths,  of  saying  to  the  jury  that  they 
have  made  a  thorough  examination  ol  the  letters, 
and  are  prepared  to  say  that  Dr  Webster  wrote 
that  letter. 

If  gentleman,  a  mechanic  skilled  in  any 
branch  of  mechanics  should  come  upon  the  stand 
and  should  tell  me  as  a  lawyer,  that  such  a  tiring 
could  be  or  could  not  be,  which  was  exclusively 
within  the  province  of  his  art,  ought  I  not  to 
'bclisve  him,  and  defer  lo  him  in  that  respect  1 
If  a  ship  master  should  come  upon  the  stand  and 
undertake  to  tell  ine,  that  in  a  certain  condition 
of  things  such  a  result  would  happen,  I  should 
b«lieve  him.  When  a  man  is  willing  to  under- 
take the  responsibilitv  which  fifty  years  experi- 
ence in  examining  hand  writing  has  given  him, 
and  i^  prepared  to  swear  that  he  has  no  doubt 
that  the  letter  in  question  was  written  by  a  per- 
.son  with  whose  hand  writing  he  was  familiar, 
should  we  not  believe  hira  !  Gentlemen  thiit 
latter  was  written  by  a  man  accustomed  to  cora- 
po.9lti()n.  You  will  see  that  the  word  ciois  is 
the  Latin  word  for  citizen. 

It  must  h'lve  been  written  by  a  man  who  had 
some  knowledge  ot  the  Latin  tongue.  But 
would  a  man  of  character  and  education  be  like- 
ly, in  a  matter  so  iiteresiin;^  to  the  public,  s  ) 
in  eresting  to  an  afflicted  family,  have  under- 
takan  to  communicate  with  public  auihuriiies 
by  anonymous  letters. 

11  Dr.  Webster  was  an  inoceni  man,  and  if  he 
wanted  to  make  any  suggestion  to  the  public 
euthorities,  would  he  not  have  done  it  under  his 
own  name. 

■  You  will  find  that  this  letier  was  not  writ- 
tea  on  a  species  of  paper  which  an  ignoiani 
t»an  wonhl  be  likely  to  have  in  his  possession, 
for  it  is  written  on  fine,  delicate  note  paper, and 
we  find  thst  it  was  not  written  by  a  pen  luit  by 
an  instrument  which  was  foumlin  Dr.  Webster's 
lalioraiory. 

I  now  propose  to  call  xour  atten'ioa  to  the 
sp]'eiranoe  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 

Gpnt'emen,  his  conversiiioi  with  Mr.  Stark- 
weather is  too  important  not  to  hace  your  at- 
tention called  to  it.  Here  is  a  man,  certainly 
of  iniellectrial  culture,  certainly  of  a  certain  de- 
gree of  self-dicipline,  pxpectiug  to  be  called 
upon  at  his  liousH,  afier  his  own  premises  ha.l 
been  searched  for  the  missing  body  of  one 
whrjse  disapp  arance  t\<id  excited  the  public  at- 
leotion  to  so  exiraordinary  a  degree.  There 
was,    he  ought  to  have  said,  a  suppBsiiion,    in 


that  letter,  that  the  body  had  been  cut  up.  He 
was  waited  upon  at  his  residence  bv  three  of 
the  Polire  ofEcers,  whoto'd  hinfi  that  ihey  wish- 
ed to  make  lurther  search^  s,  and  that  i  hey  wish- 
ed him  to  accompany  them.  He  trX|)resse8  no 
surprise  when  ihey  made  the  reque-t,  but  gets 
into  the  carriage  and  goes  over  with  t;  em,  and 
calls  the  attention  of  the  cfEcers  to  ihp  fact  that 
Mrs  Colburn  may  know  something  atout  Dr 
Parkman,  and  proposes  to  them  to  gn  arntind 
that  way.  Did  he  think  that  Mr>  Coll. urn 
would  tell  any  oth>  r  story,  or  thai  e'e  would 
vary  that  stat-  meiit?  Was  it  done  with  ihe  im- 
pression upon  his  mind  that  he  was  uider  arrest 
aud  that  nothini  could  be  discovere  1  What- 
ever that  mightjbf,  they  go  to  ahe  jail,  when 
he  was  supp  sing  ihfy  might  be  go  ng  to  the 
college.  When  ihey  reached  there  one  of  the 
officers  gels  out  and  goes  round  to  the  jail  dooi, 
and  then  coming  back  requests  ihe  genilenien  to 
get  out.  Here  were  three  cons!able>  nl  the  ci- 
ty of  Bosion  and  a  professor  of  Harvard  College 
Slopping  before  a  prison,  and  when  he  is  re- 
quested to  get  out  of  the  carriage,  he  quitkty 
follows  them  into  tlie  jail,  and  then  is  iiiform- 
ed  of  the  fact  that  he  is  arrested  He  ie  thea 
informed  by  one  of  the  officers,  "thai  we  have 
been  searching  about  the  Medical  Coll-ae  — we 
have  been  looking  for  the  body  of  Dr  Parkman 
— we  shall  look  fir  his  body  no  more —you  are 
now  in  custody  for  his  murder."  He  then  ar- 
ticulated a  few  sentences  and  said  1  wi>h  you 
would  send  to  my  family.  He  recomininded 
him  to  postpone  it  uniil  morning. 

Wow,  gentlemen,  what  is  his  conversaiioa 
when  he  is  left  alone  with  Mr.  Starkweather. 
Appeals  have  ben  made  to  you  to  consid-  r  him 
as  an  irresponsible  being  at  such  a  time,  and  not 
to  lake  his  declarations  any  mare  than  \ou 
would  those  of  a  raving  maniac,  but  he  had  in- 
telligence aad  malevolence  enough  to  make 
causeless  accusations  against  an  honest  i hough 
an  hurahle  man,  and  to  create  suspicion  against 
Mr  Liitlefield.  He  says  to  Mr  Sta  k»  aather, 
you  might  say  something  ahout  it.  Amoas  oth- 
er inquiries  was  ihis,  "Did  thoy  find  the  whole 
of  the  body?"  The  officer  told  him  not  to  ask 
any  questions  abaui  it. 

You  may  see  that  no  man  could  have  had 
more  forbearance  from  government  thnn  the 
prisoner  ha  I  that  night  from  the  officers.  He 
was  expressly  enjoined  not  to  ask  any  questions, 
by  Mr  Starkweather.  Says  Dr.  Webster, 
"tell  me  something  about  it."  What  could 
hrve  prompted  all  tlrese  enquiries'?  I  ask  you 
if  an  innocent  man,  with  the  hand  of  a  police 
officer  resting  upon  his  shoulder,  and  wiih  ihe 
words,  so  fearful  in  their  character, ns  "we  ha^e 
done  searching  for  the  remains  of  the  murdered 
man,  you  are  in  custody  on  the  charge  of  miu^- 
der,"  what  would  suggest  to  you  such  nn  idea 
as  that  conveyed  by  the  words  "Is  the  whole  of 
the  body  found  *?"  If  you  had  no  knov\  ledge  that 
the  body  had  been  cut  up.  In  that  expression, 
gentlemen,  outspoke  the  guilty  conscience. 

When  the  inquiry  is  made  of  him,  il  anybody 
had  access  to  his  private  apartments  1"  he  an- 
swers, "Nobody  has  access  but  the  pnrier  who 
makes  my  fiies." 

Then  he  says,  after  a  laoraenf,  "That  villain! 
he  has  ruined  me!"  Then  he  puts  his  hands  in 
his  pockets.   What  be  took  ont,  no  one  can  tell; 
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but  af'er  putting  it  into  hie  month,  he  liad  ihose 
violent  spasrns  wlucli  continued  ibrougii  the 
sight;  m  ihe  course  of  which,  when  he  was  ta- 
ken into  I  he  cell,  in  the  presence  of  the  jailor, 
he  was  niterly  prostrated  and  help'ess,  comes 
out  [\-o>n  him  that  remarkable  confession, — "I 
expeciel  tiiis." 

New,  crpittlemen,  trace  him  down  to  that  very 
time.  When  ihey  were  searching  his  private 
rooms,  hri  was  reasonably  well  and  sell  pos- 
sessed. He  could  make  remarks  like  this, — 
♦•They  will  find  nothing  there.'"  But  when  they 
got  th;;re,  i  ito  the  very  laboratory, and  the  truth 
began  to  bieak  in  upon  him,  that  the  remains 
were  f^mnd  in  the  priVy  vault,  then,  gentlenieii. 
Game  th).-e  spasms  again;  and  let  me  ask  you 
how  10  aceount  for  the  sweat  which  sireamed 
(rom  him,  although  he  complained  of  cold;  and 
one  oi  ihe  officers  when  he  put  his  hands  up- 
on his  kiiee,felt  that  it  was  saturated  with 
sweat.  Uis  coat  was  ako  moistened  by  perspi 
ratfon. 

Let  me  ask  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  you 
can  Ijtlieve  that  this  was  occasionad  by  ihe 
mere  pri-stration  nf  the  physical  man,  or 
whether  it  was  a  guilty  coiisuience  that  drew 
the  sweat  of  its  mortal  agony  out  of  him.  Then 
after  he  hud  got  back  mui  the  carriage,  he  says 
"Why  did  they  not  ask  Littlefield  lo  explain 
about  th\<." 

Gentlem<^n,  the  prisoner  comes  here  to-day 
thiou^h  the  forbearance  of  the  government 
officers,  without  having  thetesiim)ny  put  in 
here,  of  liis  own  declarations  on  that  fearful 
uight;  wtuch  were  extarted  from  him  by  iuter- 
rogaiories. 

Now,  gent!eraiii,I  have  another  fact  10  com- 
ment up>n  Oa  Saturday  morning,  Mr.  An- 
drewB  lells  you,  Prcl.  Webster  macfe  the  cruel 
chariie  ajainst  Liiilpfi'ld,  not  as  the  c<iu:isel 
for  the  defen'  e  here  placed  it  before  you,  in  im- 
pressive and  pathetic  tones  ;  but  in  a  ftippfint 
mannr^r.  "  Those  remains  are  no  mote  Dr. 
Parkman's  body  than  my  body, and  how  in  the 
nime  of  Heaven  they  came  there,  I  don't 
know." 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  defence,  and  yet  he 
made  no  inquiry,  except  the  single  one  which  he 
made  of  officer  Starkweather.  Can  you  con. 
ceive  of  ju  innocent  man,  ihrough  24  hours  near- 
ly, being  peilectly  mu'e,  making  no  inquiries, 
tending  to  convict  him  with  the  perpeiiation  of 
of  such  a  h  nrible  deed,  from  the  time  he  was 
placed  in  his  cell  until  the  nexi  Monlay,  when 
he  comes  b.^fore  the  Police  Cour-.  Tlien  lie  says, 
"1  will  go  into  prison,  I  will  let  my  name  be 
blighted  by  the  prejudgmsut  of  the  world."  I 
will  wait  until  tnR  go\srnme  it  withes  to  try  me. 

He  returns  10  that  prison  and  v.-rites  his  let- 
ter to  his  daughter,  in  the  tollowing  words]: 
[Reading  to  the  jury  the  letter  sent  to  his 
daughter,  which  bad  been  introduced  111  evi 
dence  ]  Genilemea,  this  letter  is  fom  a  man 
ofedu''aiion  vy ho  has  lived  all  his  days  under 
the  refining  influences  of  cultivated  and  domes- 
lic  associations;  here  is  a  man,  a  Professor  in 
a  C'lin^tiaii  University,  whose  molto  is  "God 
and  the  Oliurch."  He  is  in  a  cell  of  the  pris- 
on, and  as  described  by  his  counsel,  he  sits 
down  under  this  terrible  accusation — an  accu 
sation  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  crime  at 
which  the  universal  heart  of  the  world  revolts. 


Gentlemen,  he  has  b&cn  represented  as  the  vte- 
tiin  of  a  conspiracy  when  the  accusation  was 
made  against  him,  but  he  sits  down  quiety  to 
ask  his  wife  to  conceal  that  bundle  which  he' 
had  received  from  Dr.  Parkman. 

Now,  gentlemen,  yoH  will  find  in  regard  to  thesa 
papers,  that  when  Mr  Clapp  went  to  Mrs  VVebstef, 
request  to  of  her  thosn  pi  per.',  that  the  bundle  was 
underscored,  "  not  to  be  opened."  I  ask  you  to  con- 
sider that  in  the  first  cummunicalion  Profess  r  We!>- 
ster  sent  to  his  family,  after  his  arrest,  which  took 
place  whe.  he  had  uo  opportunity  to  communicate 
with  thein,you  will  find  proofs  of  such  a  character  and 
such  a  tendency. 

Not  a  wo  d  .  f  relying  oa  Divine  Providence  do  you 
find  in  that  letter,  no  a  word  that  he  himself  is*  Bssur- 
ed  of  Ills  own  inn  ce  ce,  and  exhorting  his  wife  to 
keep  up  her  heart  that  it  will  be  all  right,  not  a  sylla- 
ble that  could  aid  his  daughter  to  bear  up  under  his 
conviction,  but  all  that  is  said  is  in  relation  to  his 
physical  enjoyments,  with  respect  to  the  turkey  rind 
the  rice,  which  he  liad  relished  very  much,  and  the 
request  for  a  little  pepper  and  tea 

This,  gentlemen,  is  a  letter  from  a  father  to  his 
child  I     What  a  character  it  indicates. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  been  asked  to  consider,  if  this 
act  was  done  by  Dr  Webster,  whet  her  it  had  been  done 
in  the  heat  of  blood,  provoked  by  contest.  Would  lo 
God  that  it  were  so — that  he  had  killed  him  in  ho  h-eit 
of  c  intest,but  his  subsequent  conduct  with  bis  friends 
and  family,  entirely  repel  the  assumption,  so  that  I 
do  not  feel  it  iueumbent  upon  me  to  touch  upon  the 
various  relations  that  grow  out  of  such  a  state  of 
tilings.  But,  gentlemen,  it  is  immaterial  for  your 
verdict,  whether  it  was  premeditated  one  day  or  one 
minute. 

If  yuu  are  satisfied  that  he  removed  Dr  Parkraan 
from  this  mortal  life,  by  an  act  of  his,  if  ii  was  done 
by  an  instrument  which  would  cause  death,  then  it  is 
such  as  it  would  imply  if  it  was  done  with  m.ilie8. 
If  we  may  be  allowed,  we  will  cite  here  a  definitioa 
for  raujder,  which  has  been  ascribed  to  the  great  rea- 
der of  human  nature  "  It  is  to  >  bloody,  first  cut 
off  the  limbs,  and  then  to  hack  them   afterward." 

Gentlemen,  have  you  a  doubt,  with  all  this  evidence 
that  Dr  Webster  killed  Dr  Parkman!  It  is  not  a  mete 
possible  doubt  that  will  justify  you  in  acquitting  this 
prisoner.  It  must  bo  a  ra  asonable  doubt,  which,  if 
carried  beyond  propriety,  would  leave  us  floating  io 
uncertainty. 

Gentidraen,  yon  have  had  appeals  to  you  in  behalf 
of  the  prisoner's  family,  both  at  the  commencement 
and  ch.se  of  this  trial.  God  forbid  that  you  should 
forget  them.  That  you  would  remember  them  more 
than  he  remembered  the  family  of  Littlefield,  when  ha 
sought  to  fasten  upon  him  the  suspiciin  nf  murder. 
There  is  another  family  you  should  remember,  the 
family  of  Dr  Parkman.  That  family  we  must  not 
forget.  That  wife, whose  honored  protector  has  been 
murdered;  that  invalid  daughter,  on  whom  his  kst 
tlioughts  most  probably  rested,  as  was  indicated  by 
that  purchase  on  Friday,  and  whose  only  sunshine  i:» 
the  weary  hours,  was  the  presence  of  him  who  with 
so  much  assiduity  and  kindness  visited  her  with 
smiles  every  day. 

That  young  man,  ^the  son  who  was  cempelled  to 
hear,  while  in  a  foreign  land,  that  he  should  seo  hJ3 
father's  face  no  more,  and  who  csme  buck  to  enter 
prematurely  upon  those  large  responsibilities  devolv- 
ed upon  him 

Gentlemen,  it  is  one  of  the  powerful  penalties  of 
sin,  that  the  innocent  should  suffer  with  the  guilty. 
Tliis  is  a  matter  of  every  day's  experience  that  a 
mother's  heart,  that  a  stricken,  heart-broken  sister, 
havh  appealed  for  mercy  for  some  erring  son  or  broth 
er  ;  it  is  so  everpwh-ire.  No  m^n  can  transgress  the 
laws  of  Gotl,  or  man,  witout  involving  others  in  sof- 
fering.  But  that  ism  reason  why  we  should  fail 
here  to  do  our  duty  resolutely,  firmly,  and  like  men. 
It  was  a  remark  of  a  gieat  English  statesman. that  the 
great  object  of  government  was  to  obtain  a  good  jij- 
ry.  If  in  any  government  this  is  obtained,  it  is  emi- 
nently so  in  onr  own.  The  constitution  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, as  its  first  great  object,has  the  protection 
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flnJ  security  of  human  life  against  the  passions  of  the 
tvioked.  But,  gentlemen, it  is  not  for  yon  to  undn'take 
to  exercise  here  a  preiogative  of  mercy  ;  a  prerogative 
which  is  assigned  by  the  constitution  to  another  tri- 
biinal.  Gentlenie.-.,  if  you  undertake  to  iissume  the 
exercise  i^f  mercy,  ynu  take  upon  yourselves  a  prorog- 
ali?e  which  is  confided  in  other  tribunals.  I  very 
(siuch  doubt,  indeed,  whether  those  murders  which 
have  thickened  upon  us  by  the  assassin's  poison  or 
bludgeon,  and  which  have  darkened  our  own  annals 
fut  the  last  four  Months;  I  very  much  doubt  whether  I 
wo  should  have  had  occasion  to  deplore  them,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  weakness  of  the  jurors.  If  ever  there 
was  aease  which  requires  men  to  stand  up  resalutely 
and  Orriily,  in  discharge  of  their  duties  as  citizens  it  is 
here.  Now,  g  ntlemen,  that  mercy  which  is  to  be 
f'icercised  by  a  jury,  may  oftentimes  be  more  benefi- 
cia'lly  exercised  by  convictions,  rather  than  by  ac- 
quittals. You  cannot  ;  we  cannot  tell  how  many  of 
these  great  crimes  might  have  been  saved  the  human 
family,  if  there  had  been  this  fearless  discharge  of 
d«ly. 

1  feel  not  an  unwarrantable  solicitude  for  the  due 
udjministaation  of  juctice  im  my  own  Commonwealth, 
end  r  hesitate  not  to  avow  it,  I  do  not  believe  that 
on  the  twelve  men  impannelled  here  higher  responsi- 
(ijiities  are  resting  ihan  have  ever  been  invo'ved  upon 
any  twelve  men  in  Massrchusetts.  Remember,  geu- 
tiamen,  that  we  have  had  here,  through  these  long 
t4id  weary  day3,those  wlio  will  carry  the  results  of 
1  rial,  and  all  this  mass  of  proof,  unanswered  as  it  has 
ix-wi,  by  any  explanation  or  any  evidence  on  the  part 
(  f  tlie  drfence,  to  be  read  in  all  languages, as  a  memo- 
rial of  yuu  among  all  men,  and  of  the  character  of  in- 
fioxibility  and  fearlessness  in  every  case  arising,  in 
ivhith  the  law,  paramount  and  superior,  can  be  ad- 
iiinistered  in  the  Commonwealth  founded  by  the 
I'iigrinss. 


Chief  Justice  Shaw  then  asked  the  prisoner 
if  hs  had  anything  to  add  to  whit  his  counsel 
hai  said  in  his  behalf. 

Professor  Webster  tlien  rose  and  commenc- 
e.d  in  rather  a  confused  manner,  wiiliout  ad- 
df'issiiig  directly  either  bench  or  jury,  and  said  : 

I  have  desired  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
the  complicated  net  work  of  circumsiances, 
which  by  mv  peculiar  position  the  government 
has  thrown  around  me  ;  and  which,  in  nine  ca- 
ses out  of  ten,  are  tompletely  distorted,  and 
jjrobahly  nine  lenihs  ot  which  could  be  satis- 
iaciorily  explained. 

All  the  points  of  the  testiniony  have  been 
pjaced  in  the  hands  of  my  counsel,  by  whom  my 
tnnocence  could  have  been  fully  established. 

Acting  entirely  under  their  direction,  I  have 
tealed  my  lips  during  my  confinement,  trusting 
mvsell  entirely  to  ihem.  They  have  not  deemeid 
it  necessary,  in  their  superior  wisdom, [ib'is  was 
said  in  an  ironical  lonej  to  bring  lorward  the 
evidence  which  was  to  exonerate  me  from  a  va- 
riety of  these  acts. 

The  government  have  brought  whatever  con- 
summate insetiuiiy  could  suggest  against  n;e, 
and  1  hope  it  will  not  have  an  undue  influence 
upon  my  jury.  I  v/iU  not  allude  to  many  of  the 
cbarges.  There  is  one  which  touches  me,  and 
that  is  the  letter  which  has  been  produced,  and 
it  is  not  the  first. 

Ihave  read  in  one  of  the  daily  prinis,  which 
are  distributed  in  my  apartments,  and  in  various 
^niblicatluns  which  have  been  made  respecting 
them,  one,  that  1  had  alKr  the  disappearance  of 
Di.  Parkman,  purchased  a  quantity  of  oxalic 
acid  lo  remove  the  staios  of  blood,   aud    ii  in- 


stantly occurred  to  me,  that  this   parcel   might 
be  saved  and  produced  when  netess-sry. 

For  several  days  Mrs.  Webster  had  leqiiesled 
me  to  purchase  some  acid  for  domes-iu:  u>e,a\id 
as  my  wife  had  repeatedly  Jaushid  ai  me  be- 
cau-e  I  bad  not  purchased  ii,  I  had  burne  it  in 
mind  that  afiern(>on  and  had  gone  imoT  hsyer's 
store,  under  the  Pi.evere  House,  and  m:ide  the 
purchase,  and  waited  li!!  the  Cajnhiidge  hourly 
came  alrne:  and  then  jun.ped  into  the  omnibus 
wiih  the  bundle.  I  went  home  and  save  the 
bundle  to  my  wife,  and  when  afierviarnU  I  heard 
so  much  said  a!  out  the  bundle,  it  flashed  on  my 
mind  ill  a  moment,  thai  this  must  be  the  bun- 
dle. It  was  10  this  bundle,  and  n<il  tii  any  duc- 
umeni  that  I  referred  in  the  directions  to  my 
wile. 

As  regards  the  liitrate  of  copper.  In  the  usual 
lectures  pieceding  my  arrest,  I  bad  occasi^'U  to 
use  the  influence  of  chemical  agents  in  produ- 
cing changes  of  various  subjecie  ;  among  others, 
upon  ga^es.  I  prepared  a  large  quantity  of  ox- 
alic acid  gas.  A  gallon  jar  was  filled  with  gas 
in  order  lo  produce  ilie  chances  from  dark  color 
10  orange,  and  also  in  air.  On  great  heat  being 
applied  lo  the  jar,  the  gas  was  driven  through 
water. 

As  to  the  nitrate  of  copper  spilt  on  the  stairs 
and  floor  of  the  laboratory,  it  was  spilt  acciden- 
tally from  a  quantity  used  by  me  in  my  lectures 
between  the  day  ol  Dr.  Parkman's  disappear- 
ance and  inv  own  arrest. 

So  I  might  go  on  explaining  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumsiances which  have  been  distorted.  My 
counsel  have  pressed  me  to  keep  calm.  My  very 
calmness  has  been  brought  to  hear.againsl  me. 
But  my  trust  has  been  in  my  God  and  in  my 
own  inuocence. 

In  regard  to  money,  I  must  say  a  word.  The 
money  which  I  paid  Dr.  Parkman  on  the  after- 
noon ot  Friday,  Nov.  23d,  1  had  saved  up  from 
time  to  lime,  and  kept  it  in  a  trunk  in  my  house 
in  Cambridge  ;  but  unfortunately  no  one  ever 
saw  me  take  it  out  ;  iherefure,  I  can  only  give 
my  word  that  such  is  the  fact. 

Several  years  ago  1  had  students  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  beina;  in  my  laboratory,  and  who 
injured  my  apparatus.  'I'herefore  I  prepared 
evtry  thing  for  my  own  use  in  my  lectures  with 
my  own  hands,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  lex- 
clufed  persons  from  my  laboratory. 

As  regards  my  whereabouts  from  the  time  of 
Dr.  Parkman's  disappearance,  I  have  pui  in  my 
counsel's  hands  satisfactory  iuformaiion,  which 
will  account  for  every  day  I  spent  during  that 
week— for  every  day  and  every  hour  I  ever 
was  absent  from  home. 

As  to  being  seen  by  Mr.  Sanderson.  I  was 
at  home  every  evening.  One  thing  that  has 
been  omitted  by  my  counsel,  was  that  on  ihe  • 
Friday  on  which  the  alleged  murder  was  said  So 
have  been  committed,  I  had  purchused  Hum- 
boldt's new  work,  Cosmos,  and  while  waiting 
for  an  omnibus,  steppi  d  into  Brigham's  lo  lake 
a  million  chop,  and  in  coming  (Ut  lo  lake  the 
omnibus  had  forgotten  my  book  ;  but  afier  my 
arrest,  remembered  the  place  where  I  had  left 
it,  and  mentioning  it  to  my  counsel,  they  had 
sent  to  Mr.  Brigham's  and  the  book  bad  been 
found. 

He  then  took  his  seat,  but  in  a  moment  rose 
again  and  said  ; — 

I  will  say  one  word  more.     I  have  felt  very 
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much  distressed  hy  the  production  of  those  three 
anonymnus  letters — more  so  than  by  anything 
that  has  occurred  during  the  trial.  I  call  my 
God  to  witness,  if  it  were  the  last  hour  ol  my 
life,  iha  il  never  wrote  those  letiers.  Since  the 
trial  co.Tiineiiced,  a  letter  has  been  received 
from  this  very  Oivis,  by  one  o[  my  counsel.  If 
this  persiin  has  any  spark  of  humanity,  1  call 
upon  him  to  come  forward.  A  notice  to  this 
effect  has  been  put  in  the  papers. 

The  prisoner  then  took  his  seat,  and  (-hief 
Justice  Shaw  commenced  charging  the  jury, 
as  follows  : — 


CHIEF  JUSTICE    SHAW'^ 


TO 


MM    JUMY 


The  responsibiliiies  that  press  upon  this  trial 
are  deep  and  solemn.  On  account  of  the  sjreat 
length  of  lime  under  which  this  ease  has  been 
in  consideration  1  shall  not  deiain  you  in  sus- 
pense, but  shall  endeavor  to  he  very  hrief.  The 
question  after  all  is  of  fact,  and  1  shall  not  de- 
lain  you  long  by  a  cousideraiion  of  ihe  ficis 
which  have  been  so  fully  slated  lo  you  aud 
proved  in  this  trial.  I  shall  not  dwellapou 
many  of  ihe  principles  involved  in  this  case, 
but  shall  dwell  u|ion  tew  (if  the  plainest.  Gen- 
tlemen, the  naiurii  ol  your  duiies,  the  solemn 
powers  with  which  you  are  invested,  the  great 
fcoleinniiy  which  attends  your  verdict,  carry 
with  it  a  degre.'  of  solernniiy  to  all  minds  more 
deeply  than  words  of  man  can  convey.  Oar 
law=,  gendemen,  are  administered  upon  ihe 
principle  that  by  the  disuinuiion  of  various  pow- 
ers to  several  deparimenis  of  duties,  each  is 
held  responsible  fir  its  own. 

The  law  has  intrusted  the  department  of  the 
government  of  making  laws  to  one  body  of  men, 
and  decided  what  the  law  shall  be,  and  giving 
lo  another  body  of  men  to  decide  whai  the  law 
shall  be  to  fix  its  penalties,  and  to  vindicate 
ihem  when  they  are  violated.  We  are  respon- 
sible to  those  laws,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  carry 
thena  inio(?.xecution — to  see  that  they  are  ad- 
ministered justly.  As  the  proper  province  of 
the  jury  is  to  take  the  law  and  define  it  when 
any  particular  person  i^  charged  with  the  viola- 
tion of  it  to  be  brought  before  us,  consider  then 
what  the  law  is  and  what  evidence,  for  the 
i?reater  security  and  administration  of  the^e 
laws,  all  invested  in  ihe  highest  couri  judiciary 
to  enquire  into  the  facis  alleged,  and  to  see  ihat 
judgment  and  justice  followed.  Gentlemen,  it 
is  made  a  duty  of  jurors,  from  the  mass  of  evi- 
dence,  from  iheir  greater  experience  to  take  this 
mass  ol  evidence  into  ^heir  hands,  and  pass 
judgment  ujjon  occasions  that  niay  arrive. 

With  [het-e  few  preliminary  remarks,  1  will 
at  once  proceed  to  consider  the  present  ca<-e. 
Gentlemen,  the  present  iudicimeni  charges  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  with  the  commission  of  a 
heimus  crime,  murder.  Murder  i*  the  highest 
degree  of  homicide.  Of  homicide  there  are  vari- 
ous degrees,  some  of  which  may  he  conimiited 
in   self   delense,  some   in    justifiable    war,   or 


others  by  ofiicers  of  justice  in  the  execution  of 
legal  vvarraiiis.  Homicide  embraces  every  spe- 
cies of  murder  bv  which  the  life  uf  man  ia  ta- 
ken. There  may  he  lawful  homicide;  it  is  jus- 
tifiable with  self  defense.  Our  bor;ks  furnish 
us  wiih  the  rules  which  are  in  fact  the  common 
law  of  England.  The  sta'U'e  law  only  pro- 
vides that  v/illul  and  unjustifiable  murder  shall 
be  attended  with  ihe  penalty  of  rieah;  but  Ihat 
is  not  the  only  law  which  we  hive  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  have  the  commnn  law  among  us. — 
In  order  to  m^ke  homicide  justifiable,  the 
prisoner  must  prove  the  provocaiiDO  of  such  a 
character.  I  hope  that  every  man  on  the  Jury 
will  perform  the  duiy  entrusted  to  him  wiih 
that  fidelity  to  ihe  insiUutions  of  human  socie- 
ty as  by  so  doing  we  may  afford  that  security 
and  protection  which  is  most  desirable. 

The  Chief  Justice  at  this  point, rifad  his  own 
opinions  of  the  nature  of  malice  anti  murder. — 
To  avoid  malice, a  prisoner  must  always  estab- 
lish a  provocation  or  any  other  circumstance, 
which  goes  to  preclude  malice. 

When  there  is  an  evident  design  to  kill, if  the 
deed  has  been  done  in  a  moment  of  sudden  pas- 
sion or  anger,  is  reduced  from  murder  to  man- 
slaughter. Angry  words  are  not  of  themselves 
a  sufficient  provocation,  but  if  from  words 
the  parties  come  to  blows,  ihen  there  is  suffi- 
cient provocation  for  a  man  in  the  heat  of 
blood  to  kill  another,  and  in  this  case  the 
crime  would  be  manslaughter.  Bv  murder,  we 
understand  a  deliberate,  willul,  taking  of  a  hu- 
man life  with  malice  BforetlicjUi>ht.  and  that 
malice  is  inferred  from  settled  and  harsh  acts 
against  another.  If  one  person  strikes  another 
with  some  dangerous  instrument,  intending  to, 
do  him  great  harm,  and  death  follows,  the  lavsr 
presumes  it  malice  Unlawful  killing  is  dis- 
lingu'shed  into  murder  and  mnislaughier;  mur- 
der, in  the  sense  which  is  now  understood,  is 
the  killing  of  any  person  either  will;  malice 
af irelhoughi,  eiiher  expressed  or  implied  by 
law;  malice,  in  this  definition,  in  technical  sense, 
including  anger,  haired,  or  asiy  unlawful  and  un- 
jusiifialile   meihud   of  resorting  to  force. 

The  learned  J usiice  then  read  authorities  to 
prove  his  posiiion.  Malice  is  implied  from 
any  deliberae,  cruel  act.  Manslaughter  is 
the  unlawful  killing  of  anoiher,  as  where^ 
they  give  way  to  sudden  and  violent  passion. 
From  these  two  definitions  it  would  be  at  once 
easy  to  make  the  disiineiions  between  man- 
slaughter and  murder.  The  of  ject  of  the  Cor- 
oner's inquest  is  lo  find  how  a  dead,  body  pre- 
sented before  them,  met  its  death.  There  is 
no  distinction  in  the  law  as  regards  persons, 
whether  he  be  a  colored  child  or  whether  it  be 
the  most  distinguished  member  of  the  comniu- 
niiy,  the  same  machinery  must  be  moved.  The 
facts  in  this  case,  relied  upon,  to  prove  that  Dr. 
George  Parkman  came  to  his  death  by  the  hands 
of  J.  W.  Webster,  are  entirely  of  a  circum- 
stantial character;  for  in  this  case,  no  individual 
saw  the  murder  comniitieil,  yet  there  may  be 
facts  brought  together  and  fi)und  in  such  a  link 
as  may  produce  a  reasonable  conviction  upon 
your  minds.  This  neces.siiy  of  resorting  lo 
circumstantial  evidence  in  order  lo  protect  our- 
selves from  the  evil  influences  of  crime.  Every 
sort  of  evidence  as  iis  benefits.  We  may  very 
often  arrive  at  a  true  stale  ol  facts  liy  circura- 
staiuial  as  weU  as  by  positive  evidence,  but  the 


■■■  .  "i    ''in'.' 

inferences  from  circnmstanlial  facts  'should  be 
natural  and  necessary.  Suppose  in  the  present 
instance  thai  the  teeth  found  in  the  furnace  are 
identified  clearly  as  those  made  for  Dr.  Park* 
man  by  Dr.  Keep  before  his  disappearance. 
That  fact  is  sufficient  to  establish  a  corxlusion 
that  the  reinains  are  his. 

I  now  come  to  consider  tlie  indiclmcnt  in  this 
case.  The  first  count  charges  that  ihe  prisoner 
with  a  knife,  stabbed  the  decfased,  by  which 
he  came  to  his  deaili  The  second  count  charg- 
ed that  he  struck  him  with  a  sicdae  hammer, 
which  also  caused  death  The  third  count  char- 
ges that  with  hlows  on  the  face,  with  kicks  and 
bruises,  thai  he  caused  the  death  of  the  decena- 
ed ;  and  the  fnurth  count  charges  thai  ihe  ac- 
cused caused  Ihe  death  of  deceased  be  some 
manner  c  nea  s  iinkdown. 

What;  re  the  .jarts  charged  here?  That  on  the 
23d  of  INi'Vcuiner,  in  ihe  afternoon,  Dr  Parkman 
being  in  gnoil  health  and  spirits,  was  seen  to  go 
into  the  Medical  College,  between  half-pasi 
one  and  I  wo  o'clock.  Two  questions  arise  for 
the  consideration  of  the  jury,  "were  the  re 
mains  sulisequf ntly  found,  at  the  coljpge,  the 
renaainsol  Dr  Parkman?'"' and  again,  if  so, ''was 
death  caused  hy  violence?"  and  if  so,  again, ''by 
by  whom?"  In  ihe  first  place,  it  is  proved  by 
the  testimouy  that  he  was  seen  there,  at  between 
oneand  iwo  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon.  Evidence 
has  been  introduced    to  prove  these  facts. 

JSo  doubt  there  are  stories  in  circulation, 
always  on  occasions  of  this  kind  which  are  apt 
to  clash  with  each  other,  in  lact  on  occasions 
like  this,  whole  communities  are  disposed  to 
Jorm  themselves  into  an  inquisition,  so  as  to 
investigate,  and  set  all  the  inlormation  they  can 
upon  the  matier  that  excites  and  inieresis  ihem. 
But  it  too  ofien  happens  that  people  may  be 
mistaken  in  their  opinions.  Then  if  "reasona- 
ble doubi"  exists  it  is  for  the  jury  to  decide 
upon  it  according  to  the  evidence. 

It  sometimes  happens,  too,  that  judges  are 
apt  to  advise  an  acqaitial,  in  ca«es  of  murder, 
unless  where  the  body  is  found.  This  i>  an 
erroneous  means  of  trying  an  issue.  Suppose  a 
man  was  struck  wiih  a  haichet  on  ship-toard, 
and  that  he  was  afterwards  thrown  over!  card. 
Is  there  to  be  no  trial  for  such  an  offence,  be- 
cause the  body  is  not  found  ?  If  such  were  ihe 
case,  there  would  be  no  security  for  life.  He 
again  adverted  to  the  character  of  the  murder, 
and  the  condition  of  the  remains,  as  found 
in  the  Medical  College,  and  called  the  aiten- 
lion  of  the  jury  to  the  testimony,  whbh  went 
to  show  that  ihe  remains  found  in  the  college 
were  those  of  Dr.  Parkman.  His  Honor  calltd 
the  attention  of  the  jury  to  the  testimony  of 
|3r.  K^ep,  who  proved  that  the  mineral  leeih 
found  in  the  hboraiory  were  those  of  Dr.  Park- 
man.  He  next  took  a  cursory  view  of  ihe  testi- 
mony, having  teference  to  the  pecuniary  deal- 
ings between  Drs  Webster  arid  Parkman,  and 
-eoEcIuded  his  address  to  the  jury,  by  siating 
that  the  court  committed  all  the  facis  of  the 
case  to  iheir  most  serious  consideration. 
<^  They  had  been  selected  to  enquire  into  the 
entire  facts  and  circumstancBs,  and  the  Court 
trusted  they  would  seriously  and  calmly  come  to 
saeh  result  as  would  not  only  satisfy  their  own 
judgmenis,  but  enable  them  to  give  such  a  ver- 
dict as  would  give  general  satisfaction  to  every 
oae  in  the  community. 
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The  case  was  commiued  to  the  jury  at  8 
o'clock  P.  M  ;  who  retired  to  a  traverse  jury 
room  on  the  third  floor  ol  the  Court  House,  to 
consider  upon  their  verdict. 

At  half  pasts  o'clock  Sheriff  Eveleth  asked 
the  prisoner  if  he  would  not  like  to  retire  from 
the  court  room  to  a  private  room  in  the  build- 
ing, and  upon  his  giving  hss  assent,  he  was 
conducted  by  constable  Jones  to  a  room,  where 
he  remained  till  summoned  to  learn  the  fate  of 
the  jury. 

The  spectators  present  who  remained  con- 
versed in  knots  of  ten  or  a  dozen  upon  the  ev- 
idence and  the  probable  verdict  of  the  jury. — 
There  were  some  two  hundred  persons  present, 
about  fifty  in  the  gallery,  and  the  rest  in  the 
body  of  the  court  room,  consisting  of  lawyers, 
physicians,  clergymen,  reporiers,  policemeu 
and  others  interested  in  the  verdict  At  twen- 
ty minutes  before  11  o'clock  a  movement  was 
heard  at  the  door  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  Room,  and  presently  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen came  in,  and  among  them  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Sohier  and  Judge  Mer- 
rick, the  counsel  for  the  go.vprnment,  the  At- 
torney General  and  Mr.  Merrick,  Judge  Big- 
elow,  and  Mr.  WiUard,  clerk  of  thie  court,  and 
a  few  others. 

Soon  it  was  whispe-ed  around  that  the  jury 
had  agreed  upon  a  verdict. 

About  five  minutes  after,  the  jury  made  their 
appearance  in  charge  of  the  officers  to  whose 
keeping  they  had  Deen  confided,  and  took  their 
customary  seats. 

Professor  John  W.  Webster  came  in  to  the 
court  room  in  charge  of  officer  Jones.  He 
moved  with  a  quick,  nervous  step  and  took  his 
place  in  a  chair  beside  ihe  Prisoner's  Dock, 
which  he  soon  after  changed  for  the  arm  chair 
inside  the  iron  picket  enclosures 

His  appearance  was  unchanged,  except  b 
serious  dejectedness  which  was  apparent  in 
ttie  contraction  of  the  muscles  about  the 
mouth. 

At  10  minutes  before  11  o'cluck,High  Sherifi 
Eveleth  came,  and  announced  the  Court. — 
Chief  Justice  Shaw,  and  Associate  Justices 
Wilde,  Metcalf  and  Dewey  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  took  their  places  on   the  bench. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Mr.  WiUard,  then 
said,  addressing  the  jury  — 

"  Mr.  Foreman,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
have  you  agreed  upon  your  verdict?" 

Mr.  Byrim,  foreman  of  the  jury,  bowed  as- 
sent. 

The  clerk  then  turned  and  addressed  the 
prisonevr — ".Tohn  W.  Webster,  hold  up  your 
right  hand !" 

The  prisoner  rose  and  looked  steadily  and 
intensely  upon  the  foreman  of  the  jury  The 
clerk  then  said,  "  Mr.  Foreman  look  upon  the 
prisoner.     Prisoner  look  upon  the  jury." 

Professor  Webster  still  mainlained  hig  fixed  and  in- 
tense look  of  enquiry  upon  tlie  foreman,  tryiii-g  to  ga- 
ther from  his  countenance  some  indication  of  the  sen- 
timents of  the  jury  upon  which  depended  life  or  death 
to  him. 
The  Clerk  continued,  "What  do  you  say,  Mr.  Forai. 
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satLx,  is  tlie  prisiner  at  the  bar  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?" 
I  "GUILTY!"  was  tko  solemn  response. 

The  hand  of  the  prisoner,  which  had  hitherto  been 
held  erect,  fell  to  the  bar  in  front  of  him  with  a  dead 
sound  as  if  he  had  suddenly  been  deprived  of  muscular 
action.  He  soon  sat  down,  his  limbs  in  the  meantime 
giving  evidence  of  failing.  He  put  his  hand  up  to  his 
fase,  but  his  nerves  trembled  so  that  he  appeared  to 
be  fumbling  with  his  fingers  under  h\s  spectacles,  and 
bowed  his  head  down,  apparently  to  the  Court,  as  he 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Byram,  the  foreman  of  the  jury,  at  the  same 
time  held  his  hand  before  his  eyes,  as  if  overcome  by 
tho  painful  duty  he  had  performed. 

An  awfiil  and  unbroken  silence  ensued,  in  which 
the  court,  the  jury,  tlie  clerk,  and  spectators,  seemed 
to  be  absorbed  in  their  own  reflections. 

The  appearance  of  the  prisoner  at  this  time  was 
painful  to  contemplate.  His  eyes  were  closed,  his 
head  had  sunk  on  his  breast,  from  whence  came  a 
deep,  heart  breaking  sigh,  which  spoke  of  the  inex- 
pressible anguish  of  his  soul  and  of  the  crushing  blow 
which  had  fallen  upon  hina. 


Chief  Justice  Shaw  brake  the  silence  and  suspense 
that  ensued,  and  was  becoming  intensely  pa  nfui,  by 
dismissing  the  jury  in  a  husky  voice,  indicating  the 
deepest  emotion,  and  ropueating  their  attendance  on 
the  Court  at  9  o'clock  on  Monday  mornin". 

Mr.  Merrick,  the  p.  isonee's  counsel,  then  went  into 
the  prisoner's  dock  and  spoke  a  few  words  in  his  ear 
and  soon  after  the  order  was  given  by  the  court  that 
the  prisoner  be  remauded,  which  was  done  after  the 
gallery  had  been  cleared  by  the  officers. 

The  whole  proceedings  did  not  occupy  more  than  , 
twelve  minutes,  and  was  a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  were  present. 

The  verdict  was  received  by  the  crowd  outside  of 
the  court  house  with  not  a  few  expressions  of  regret. 
It  was  rendered  without  any  recommendation  to 
mercy. 

After  the  spectators  had  been  dispersed  from  the 
court  house,  the  prisoner  was  removed  by  the  officers 
to  Leverctt  street  jail,  to  await  his  sentence. 

Thus  has  endnd  this  long  and  arduous  trial.  The 
righteousness  of  the  verdict  continued  a  subject  of 
earnest  comment  till  a  late  hour  of  the  night. 
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PIOFiSSOR  J.  W,  WEBST'EE  ! 

At  five  minutes  past  9  o'clock  the  prisoner 
was  broisghl  into  tie  court  room  by  nfficer  Joues. 
His  appearance  indicated  rr.uch  men'al  suf- 
fering, but  he  endeavored  to  appear  calm. 

Tbe  Attorney  General  moved  that  sen- 
tence of  the  law  be  now  pronounced  upon  the 
prisoner.  His  language  was  feeling  and  pa- 
thetic. 

Chief  Justice  Shaav  then  asked  the  pris- 
oner if  he  had  anything  to  say  why  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  should  not  be  pronounced. 

The  prisoner  signified  that  he  had  nothing 
lo  say. 

The  Judge  then,  in"a  very  feeling  manner, 
proceeded  to  give  the  sentence  of  the  law  as 
follows: 

VERBATIM  EEPORT  OF  THE   SENTENCE — KB- 
POKTED  EXPBESSLY  FOE  THE  BOSTON  HEEALD 

John  W.  Webster, — In  meeting  you  here 
for  the  last  time,  lo  pninounce  that  sentence 
which  the  law  has  affixed  to  the  high  offence 
of  which  you  stand  convicted,  it  is  impossible 
f[>r  language  to  give  utterance  to  the  deep  con- 
sciouf-ness  of  resporif-ibiliiy — to  the  keen  sense 
ol  sadne!?s  and  sympathy  with  which  we  ap- 
proach this  solemn  duly. 

Circumsiaiices  which  all  who  hear  me  will 
duly  appreciate,  and  which  it  may  seem  hardly 
fit  to  allude  to  in  more  detail — render  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty  on  the  present  occaBion 
Uiispeakafily  painful. 

At  all  limes,  and  under  all  circumstances,  a 
feeling  of  indescribable  solemnity  attaches  to 
the  utterance  of  the  stern  voice  of  retributive 
justice,  which  consigns  a  fellow  being  to  an 
untimely  and  ignominious  death. 

But  when  we  consider  all  the  circumstances 
of  your  past  life,  your  various  relations  to  so- 
ciety, the  claims  upon  you  by  oihers,  the  hopes 
and  especiaiions  you  have  cherished,  with 
your  present  condition,  and  iha  ignominious 
death  which  awaits  you,  we  are  oppressed  with 
grief  and  anguish,  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of 
imperative  duty  imposed  on  us  by  the  law, 
whose  ofEiers  and  ministers  we  are,  could  sus- 
tain us  in  pronouncing  such  a  judgment. 

Against  the  crime  of  willul  murder,  oi  which 
you  stand  convicted— a  crime  at  which  l.umani- 
ly  shudders — a  crime  every  where  and  under  all 
forms  of  society,  regarded  with  the  deepest  ab- 
horrence,— the  law  has  pronounced  its  severest 
penally  in  these  few  and  simple,  but  solemn 
and  impressive  words, — 

"  Every  person  who  sliaJl  coniniit  the  crime  of  mur- 


der, shall  sufler  the  punishment  of  death  fc*    tire 

8a:ne." 

The  manifest  object  of  this  law,js  the  pro- 
tection and  security  of  human  life— the  most 
important  object  of  a  just  and  paternal  gov- 
ernment. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  this  court  lo  declare 
this  penally  against  any  one  who  shall  have 
been  found  guilty,  in  due  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  of  having  violated  tbe 
law.  It  is  one  of  the  most  solemn  acts  of  ju- 
dicial power  which  an  earthly  iribunal  can  be 
called  upon  to  exercise.  It  is  a  high  and  ex- 
emplary manilesiaiioo  of  the  sovereign  author- 
ity of  the  law,  as  well  in  its  stern  and  inflexi- 
ble stveriiy,  as  in  its  protecting  and  paternal 
benignity. 

It  punishes  the  guilty  with  severity,  in  order 
that  the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  life — the 
most  precious  of  all  rights — may  be  more  effec- 
tually secured. 

By  the  record  before  us,  it  appears  that  you 
have  been  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  this 
County  for  the  crime  ol  murder,  alleging  that 
on  ihe  23d  of  November  last  you  made  an  as- 
sault on  the  person  of  Dr.  George  Parkman,and 
by  acts  of  violence,  deprived  him  of  life,  with 
malice  aforethought. 

This  is  alleged  to  have  been  done  within  the 
apartments  of  a  public  Institution  in  this  city, 
the  Medical  College,  of  which  you  was  a  Pro- 
fessor, and  instrucior,  upon  the  person  of  a  man 
of  mature  age,  well  known,  and  ot  extensive 
connections  in  this  community,  and  a 
benefacior  to  that  Institution. 

The  charge  of  an  offence  so  aggravated,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  in  the  midst  of  a 
peaceful  community,  created  an  instantaneoits 
outburst  of  surprise,  alarm  and  terror,  and  was 
followed  by  an  universal  and  intense  anxiety 
to  learn,  by  the  results  of  a  judicial  proceed- 
ing, whether  this  charge  was  true 

The  dav  of  trial  came,  a  court  was  organised 
to  conduct  it,  a  jury  almost  of  your  own  cho3- 
ing  was  selected  in  the  manner  best  calculated 
to  insure  intelligence  and  impartiality.  Coun- 
sel was  appointed  to  assist  you  in  conducting 
your  defence,  who  have  done  all  that  learning, 
eloquence  and  skill  could  accomplish  in  pre- 
senting your  defence  in  its  best  aspects.  Avery 
large  number  of  wiinesses  were  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  after  a  laborious  trial  of  unprece- 
dented length,  conducted  as  we  hope,  with  pa- 
tience and  fidelity,  that  jury  have  pronounced 
you  "  guilty." 

To  this  verdict,  upon  a  careful  revision  of 
the  whole  proceedings,  I  am  constrained  lo  say 
in  behalf  of  the  Court,  that  they  can  see  no 
justorleoal  ground  of  exception.  "Guilty" — 
how  much,  under  all  these  thrilling  circumstan- 
ces which  cluster  around  the  case  and  throng^ 
our  memories  in  the  retrospect,  does  this  single 
word  import.  The  willul,  violent  and  malicious 
destruction  of  the  life  of  a  fellow  man,  in  tbe 
face  cf  Gcd  and  under  the  protection  of  the  law, 
yes,  of  one  in  the  midst  of  life,  with  bright 
hopes,  warm  affections,  mutual  attachments, 
strong,  extensive  and  numerous  friends,  makirg 
life  a  blessing  lo  himself  and  oihers. 

We  allude  thus  lo  the  injury  you  have  inflict- 
ed, not  for  ihe  purpose  of  awakening  one  unne- 
cessary pang  in  a  heart  already  lacerated,  but 
to  reminnd  you  of  the  incomparable  wrong  done 
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the  victim  "of  ynur  cr^isliy,  in  shear  justice  to 
htm  whos'-  voice  is  now  hushed  in  death,  and 
whose  wrmg-^,  cui  oi  y  he  indicaieJ,  by  ihe 
living  aciio  ■  of  iIih  1 1  >v  If,  ihert-fore,  you  may 
at  any  niomeni  ihiiik  ymir  iMse  a  hard  onf,  and 
your  puiiishini-ni,  lO)  leavy,  if  one  repi'iing 
thoushi,  arises  in  ynur  mind,  or  one 
murmaring  word  s  eks  utieiance  from 
your  lij.S)  think,  oh  !  ihiiik  of  him, 
i:if.tantly  deprive  I  of  hfi- l>y  your  guilty  hand. 
Then,  if  not  Inst  t(j  iill  sense  of  relril)utive  jus- 
tice, if  you  have  ai)y  Ciiniiunctinus  visiiiiigs  of 
conscience,  you  ihhv  lif  ready  to  exclaim  in  the 
bitter  aii2ui>'h  of  iruh,  ''I  have  sinned  agaiiit 
Heaven  and  mv  own  soul,  my  punishment  is 
jiiit.  God  iie  niercifiil  to  me  a  .=  i;iner."  God 
grant  that  your  example  may  afford  a  solemn 
v/ariiini?  to  all,  tspecinily  to  the  young ; 
may  it  impress  de<>plv  upon  every  mind 
the  salutary  lessen  it  is  intended  to 
teach,  to  guard  against  the  indulgence  of  unhal- 
lowed and  vindictive  passion,  and  to  resist 
temptation  to  any  and  every  selfish,  sordid  and 
wicked  purpose,  to  listen  to  the  vifarnings  of 
conscience,  and  yield  to  the  plain  dictates  of 
duty, and  hile  ihev  incline-lively  shrink  with 
ahhorrence  from  the  firsi  thought  of  assailing 
the  life  of  another,  mav  lliey  learn  to  reverence 
the  laws  of  God  and  of  soci^uy,  designed  to  se- 
cure  protection  to  their  o-vn. 

We  forbear,  lor  oliviou  ;  considerations,  from 
adding  such  words  of  advice  as  may  be  some- 
times ihought  appropriate  on  occasions  like 
this. 

It  has  commonly  been  our  province,  on  occa- 
sions like  the  pief^eiit,  to  address  ihe  illeierate, 
the  degraded,  the  outcast,  whose  early  life  has 
been  cast  among  the  vicious,  the  neglected,  the 
abandoned,  who  hive  been  blest  with  no 
means  of  moral  or  reliaious  culture,  who  have 
never  received  the  benefits  of  cultivated  socie- 
ty, nur  enjoyed  the  sweet  and  ennobling  influ- 
ences of  home. 

To  &uch  an  one,  a   v;ord  of  advice,   upon  an 


occasion  so  impressive,  may  be  a  word  fit'y 
spoken  and  turned  to  good.  But  in  a  case  like 
this,  when  ihi^se  circumstances  are  all  removed, 
no  word  ofiiurs  cjicd  he  more  efFicaciotis  than 
the  sugie:5tions  of  your  own  letter  thoughts, 
to  which  v/e  commend  J^nu. 

Bui  as  we  approach  ihis  last  sad  duly  of  pro- 
nouncing seiitfn-e,  whiih  is,  indeed,  the  voice 
of  ihe  law,  and  iioinur  own,  yet  in  giving  it  ut- 
terance, we  cauDot  do  ii  with  Aelings  of  indif- 
ference, as  a  formal  and  official  act. 

Gild  forliid  that  we  should  be  prevented  from 
indulging  and  expressing  iho'-e  irrepressible 
feelings  o(  interest,  sympathy  and  compassion, 
which  arise  spontaneously  in  our  heart*  ;  and 
vie  dn  most  since;ely  and  cirdially  deplore  the 
distressing  condition  into  which  crime  has 
brought  you  ;  and,  ihough  we  have  no  word  of 
pre>ent  consolaiion  or  of  earthly  hope  to  offer 
you,  in  this  hour  of  your  afiliciion,  yet  we  de- 
voutly commend  you  to  the  mercy  ol  our  Hea- 
venly Father,  with  whoin  is  Bbunilanceof  mercy, 
and  Irom  whom  we  may  all  hope  for  pardon  and 
peace. 

And,  now,  nothing  remains  but  ihe  solemn 
duty  of  pronouncing  the  sentence,  which  the 
law  affixes  lo  ihe  crime  of  murder,  of  which 
you  stand  convicteiJ,  which  sentence  is 

Thai  you,Juh>i  VV.  Webster,  be  removed  from 
this  place  and  detained  in  clo.se  custody,  in  the 
prison  of  this  county,  and  ihence  taken,  at  such 
time  as  the  Executive  Government  ol  this  Com- 
mon wealth  iTiay  by  their  warrant  appoint  to 
the  plare  of  execution,  and  there  be  hung  by 
the  neck,  until  you  are  dead. 

And  mav  God  of  his  ii. finite  goodness,  have 
mercy  on  your  soul. 

The  pri.;oner's  head  sank  upon  his  breast, 
and  he  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears. 

He  was  rematided  to  Jail,  to  await  the  ac- 
tion of  the  E.Teeuiive. 


HIGHLY  INTERESTING   SEMI-OFFICIAL   STATEMENT. 


The  following  highly  interesting  statement 
ofthe  proceedings  of  the  Jury, in  their  consul- 
tation on  the  verdict  in  Webster's  case,  is  writ- 
ten by  one  of  the  jurors,  and  maybe  relied  on 
as  authentic : — 

Having-  read  in  several  [>apers  what  purported 
to  be  a  reliition  of  the  scenes  and  events 'which 
transpired  in  the  Jury  Room  on  tlie  trial  of  Dr. 
John  W.  Webster,  I  have  felt  desirous,  (now 
that  the  subject  has  been  brought  before  the 
public  mind,)  that  aplain  statement  ofthe  more 
important  matters  connected  with  the  Jury 
Room  should  be  made,  as  it  might  prove  inter- 
esting, if  not  instructive,  to  the  community. — 
The  Jury  was  composed  of  twelve  men,  from 
as  many  different  branches  of  the  mechanical 
and  mercantile  "  professions  ;"  they  were  from 
four  different  religious  denominations,  and  their 
ages  varied  from  28  ;o  66  years.  They  were 
men  whom  1  should  designate  as  possessing 
good  sound  common  sense— men  capable  of 
judging— of  discerning — of  appreciating  evi- 
dence and  estimating  its  importance.  The  Ju- 
rors, after  they  had  become  better  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  as  the  evidence  began  to 
bear  with  crushing  weight  upon  the  prfsoner, 
and  the  "  network  of  complicated  circumstan- 
ces "  seemed  to  encircle  him,  felt  strongly 
the  need  of"  that  wisdom  which  oometh  from 
above,"  to  guide  and  direct  their  minds  aright 
in  their  most  momentous  and  responsible  situ- 
ation. 

It  was  then  that  our  worthy  Foreman  (whom 
we  all  most  highly  respect,  and  whom  we  shall 
ever  remember  with  pleasure,)  proposed  to  the 
Jury  that  they  should  have  religious  services 
every  evening.  The  proposition  was  most 
cheerfully  responded  to,  and  ever  after  that 
time,  the  voice  of  praise  and  prayer  daily  as- 
cended, as  we  trust,  from  sincere  hearts,  to  the 
Throne  of  Infinite  Wisdom  and  Mercy.  1  need 
not  say  that  the  burden  of  every  prayer  was  for 
wisdom  to  guide  and  direct  unto  a  right  deci- 
sion, and  for  blessings  most  rich  and  precious 
to  descend  upon  the  prisoner  and  his  afflicted 
family. 

I  now  come  to  the  closing  part  of  this  mo- 
mentous trial.  When  the  witnesses  for  the  de- 
fence had  given  in  their  testimony,  and  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  announced  the  evi- 
dence on  their  part  closed,  a  feeling  of  pain 
and  angu'sh  must  have  come  over  the  mind  of 
every  Juror.  What!  can  no  more  be  said— no 
more  be  done  in  behalf  of  the  unhappy  prison- 
er? Is  that  the  evidence — the  only  evidence 
on  which  we  are  to  base  a  verdict  of"l\ot 
Guilty?" 

At  that  very  time,  with  the  light  which  the 
able  charge  ofthe  Chief  Justice  afterwards  gave 
us  on  several  points  of  "the  law  and  the'evi- 
dence,"  1  think  I  speak  the  sentiments  of 
nearly,  if  not  quite  all  the  Jury,  when  1  say  that 
they  were  as  fully  prepared  for  the  verdict  as 
they  were  when  they  retired  to  the  Jury  room, 
after  listening  to  the  most  able  and  eloquent 
pleas  of  the  prisoner's  senior  counsel,  and  the 
Attorney  General--so  strongly,  so  fully  had  the 
evidence  pointed  to  tbe  prisoner  as  the  guilty 
mm— and  to  no  one  else  After  the  Jury  had 
gone  to  their  room — with  the  various  evidences 


of  guilt  spread  out  on  the  table  before  them, 
and  the  door  locked  upon  them  ;  shut  out,  as  it 
were,  entirely  from  the  world,  with  nothing  but 
the  eye  ofthe  Omniscient  God  noon  them — so 
painful  was  the  sense  of  responsibility,  so  un- 
willing were  they  to  come  to  the  result  which 
all  felt  they  must  come  to,  that  thirty  or  forty 
minutes  were  spent  ere  anything  was  done — 
when  at  last  the  voice  of  the  Foreman  was 
heard  calling  them  to  order  and  reminding 
them  of  duly,  however  painful ;  and  when  they 
had  all  taken  their  seats  around  the  table — then 
it  was  that  one  of  the  jurors  rose  and  said,  "Mr. 
Foreman,  before  entering  upon  the  farther  con- 
sideration and  decision  of  this  most  important 
matter,!  would  propose  that  we  seek  for  Divine 
wisdom  and  guidance."  The  proposition  met 
with  a  cordial  response,  and  the  foreman  called 
upon  a  juror  to  offer  prayer.  This  was  done 
most  feelingly  and  sincerely.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  most  trying  and  painful  part  of 
our  arduous  duty.  The  various  articles  which 
were  put  into  the  case  were  exa  lined  by  the 
jury,and  particularly  those  things  which  seemed 
to  bear  most  strongly  against  the  prisoner. — 
The  final  decision  ofthe  question  was  resolved 
into  three  parts. 

First.  Are  the  remains  of  a  human  body 
found  in  the  Medical  College  on  'he  30th  of 
November,  1849,  those  of  the  late  Dr.  George 
Parkman  ? 

Second.  Did  Dr.  George  Parkman  come  to 
his  death  by  the  hand  of  Dr.  John  W.  Web- 
ster, in  the  Medical  College,  on  the  23d  of  !No- 
vember,  184-9? 

Ihird.  Is  Dr.  John  W.  Webster  guilty,  as 
set  forth  in  the  indictment,  of  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  Dr.  George  Parkman  1 

When  the  vote  en  the  first  question  was  put, 
twelve  hands  arose  imu.ediately.  Some  little 
discussion  then  took  place,  when  the  second 
was  tested — and  twelve  hands  at  once  arose. 
The  third — the  most  important  question  of  all 
— was  next  to  he  tried.  Qaite  a  pause  ensued. 
One  juror — in  his  sympathies  of  kindness  for 
the  prisoner,  (who  was  his  personal  acquaint- 
ance or  friend)  and  his  afflicted  family,  shrunk 
from  the  '-fiery  ordeal  "  "Can't  we  step  here? 
can't  the  law  be  vindicated  and  justice  satisfied, 
if  we  pause  here?  Must  we  take'the  life  ofthe 
unhappy  prisoner?''  Some  discussion  ensued, 
the  mind  ol'the  juror  seemed  more  calm — and 
he  expressed  his  willingness  to  vote  on  the  fanal 
question,  'which  was  tlien  put,  and  twelve  hands 
arose!  The  die  was  cast!  and  John  W.  Web- 
ster was  pronounced  Guilty  of  Murder. 

Thus  ended  the  closing  scene  in  the  Jury 
Room.  What  afterwards  transpired  in  the 
Court  Room  is  already  known  to  the  public. 
When  our  foreman  pronounced  that  a-Aful 
word — Guilty!  the  Jury,  as  well  as  the  prisoner, 
trembled  and  grew  faint.  And  what  a  relief  it 
was  to  us  when  we  were  again  allowed  to  "  go 
free,"  and  rejoin  our  families  and  friends  after 
so  long  and  painful  a  separation;  and  there 
was  not  a  juror's  heart  but  would  have  leaped 
for  joy  could  the  prisoner  have  been  justly  al- 
lowed the  same  unspeakable  blessing. 

One  of  the  Jury. 

Boston,  April  3J,  1850. 


Schenek's  Psilmoitie  Sjfiip. 

AiSOTHER  WoNDERFDL  CORE  OF  CON- 
SUMPTION. Bi;iiig  willing  to  conliibute  to  the 
good  of  suffering  luunaiiit}',  I  will  inform  the 
pu'jlic  of  the  remarkable  c-ure  performed  on  me, 
by  the  use  Dr  Scheuck's  Palmoaic  Syrup,  being 
snatched,  as  it  were,  from  a  premature  grave. 
The  first- sysmptonis  of  the  disease  was  a  vio- 
lent cold,  whi('h  settled  in  my  right  side,  for 
which  my  pliysician  bled  me:  this,  instead  of  re- 
lieving me,  made  ilie  pain  more  severe,  wlisch 
extended  to  my  sh<inld';r.  Words  cannot  ex- 
press the  pain  1  endured,  ra>  physician  gave  me 
opium  and  other  iWngs  to  alleviate  tlie  pain:  at 
one  lirae  1  toyk  70  grains  of  cpium  without  ef- 
fact.  My  physicians  then  ordered  my  side  bath- 
ed with  while  vitriol,  vvhicii  took  the  bkin  off, 
and  made  the  whole  of  my  side  as  raw  as  a  piece 
o(  beef- — during  the  whole  time  my  cough  was 
tight  and  distressing.  In  November,  1845,  I 
commenced  raising  large  quantities  of  blood, 
which  continued  until  March,  1846.  Some  days 
f  1  am  certain  I  raised  m^re  than  a  quart.  The 
least  jnovemenl  in  bed  wsuld  cause  the  blood  to 
flow  (reeiyCrou:  my  lungs,  which  reduced  me  ao 
that  life  was  (-carcely  visible,  indeed  I  was  (ear- 
ful 1  woulil  bleed  to  deatli.  I  had  fever,  night 
sweats,  difficulty  of  lireaihing,  great  loss  of-ap- 
petite,  and  extreme  biu'ning  sensation  in  the 
palms  of  my  hands  and  s.  les  of  my  feet.  I  had 
the  attendance  of  1  Irs  iVloit,  Rogers,  and  other 
priRcipal  physicians  of  this  city,  all  of  whom 
gave  it  as  their  own  ojiinion,  that  I  could  not 
long  live.  Mr  Davis  (my  llu^lJand,)  being  in 
the  south,  and  not  txpe<  tii.g  his  r^  turn  until  the 
4th  of  March,  Dr.  iM oil  was  asked  if  I  would 
live  until  his  reiuro,  he  said  "  No  it  was  irapos- 
bible;  I  was  far  g'^ne  in  Consumption,  and  must 
look  for  my  dt-aih  i^aily.'"  At  this  time,  Mr. 
Mulligen,  an  acquain'anct',  ins-ii-ted  on  my  using 
Schenck's  Pulmonic  S\rup,  as  he  had  been  ben- 
efitted so  much  In  it.  (1  had  used  most  of  the 
patent  medicines  without  obtiioing  any  relief,) 
I  consented  to  try  it  as  a  last  effort,  and  sent  to 
the  office.  No  4  tJonriland  street,  and  obtained 
the  genuine  Sriienck's  I'ulmonic  Syrup.  I  was 
so  weak  I  could  only  take  it  in  very  small  doses 
at  first,  but  persiveit-d,  and  while  taking  tlie 
second  bottle,  the  bleed  in*  gradually  subsided. 
By  this  time  the  Syrup  b -gan  to  effect  my  whole 
system,  but  especially  ray  lungs,  as  I  raised 
great  quantities  of  blood  and  matter  and  thick 
tough  phlegm :  my  coii;^h  was  easier  and  the 
pain  rapidly  left  me, and  I  recovered  my  strength 
very  fast.  On  the  4tli  ol  Marrh,  1846,  I  was  so 
far  recovered  as  to  get  iiit  of  bed  without  assis- 
tance, the  first  lime  in  eiglu  months,  which  gave 
megreatjoy.  Alter  1  coaimenced  using  Schencks 
Pulmonic  Syrup,  I  i<>ok  no  other  medicine  of  any 
kind,  and  am  confident  that  it  was  the  Pulmonic 
Syrup  alone  wliich  effec  eil  the  miraculous  cure. 
I  say  miraculous  cure,  lor  I  was  confined  to  my 
room  two  years  an  I  eiglu  months  ;  eight  months 
of  that  time  helpless  in  bed,  and  on  the  verge  of 
the  grave.  1  am  now  pei  lectly  well  and  hearty, 
and  if  by  giving  any  miV>rHiation,  lean  induce 
those  WHO  are  similarly  afflicted,  to  use  ihe  only 


remedy  to  relievo  them  or  prevent  them  from 
suffering  as  I  did,  I  shall  inde -d  feel  happy. 
Margaret  Davis, 
No  25  James  st,  near  Chatham  st 
New  York,  Oct  8,   1847. 

ForjalebyKEl)mNG&CO,8  Stste  street,  Boa 
ton;  Mrs.  Bacon.  1  y.av  Ht-nrv  Whipple,  faiem;  .Khn 
Cr.  lillGn,  ^ew^ur  po.t- VV  L.  P  e=,io..,Port^mou,h; 
T.  J.  MurrHV,  r-a.o;  tdwud  Masoi  ,  Bearcc  & 
Biicklyf ,  I'orllaiid-,  »  A.  Ho  land,  Worceerpr-  J 
f  wi*"°'»^?7"l^''i^'  Rowe&  15rr,lh-r  Provid.Lee; 
t^hirUs  A.  (  lark,  iNew  Hedc  rd;  F  F.  Mnvroe,  lauiil 
ton;  John  W  a  ■-,  C  rieto^  i,  Hov  y.  Lowell;  E- 
S  R  sse  ,  Nsshus;  Allison  Gault,  ca  ncord;  L.  it. 
gtockw.ll,  Fitcnburo;  Uini^l  LoiIi,oi)&,  Uo,  Vov^i 
P  Gra..t,  K.xe  er;  K  ^.R  >se]  ah  lover;  H.  a  Con- 
nf r,  Manchester;  Mis  B.  Hay.'eii,  Q^incy,  Ma^s. 

Entered  arcordin-;  (n  Act  of  Congress,  by 
Redding  &  Co.,  in  the  Clerks  office  of  theDis- 
tnch  Court  of  the  District  ol  Massachusetts. 

None  genuine  without  the  written  sieKature 
of  Reiiding  &  Co.  ^ 


Thsre  is  nothing  deleterious  or  hurtful  in  this 
valaable  preparation.  It  can  be  used  with  per- 
fect safety,  in  all  cases  of  an  inflammatory  na- 
ture. It  lias  been  used  in  many  families  for  the 
past  thirty  years.  < 

No  family  slMnld  be  without  a  box  of  this 
Salve.  In  cases  of  sudden  accidents.  Wounds, 
Burns,  Sprains,  Cuts,  &c.,  it  is  invaluable.  It 
entirely  removes  all  the  surene,-s  and  inflamma- 
tion before  healing  up  the  wound. 

For  Burns,  Scalds,  Flesh  Wounds,  Old  Sores, 
Piles,  Chapped  Hands,  (  hllblains.  Frost-bitten 
pans  of  tl»€  Body,  Corns,  Felons,  and  Sores  of 
every  kind,  it  is  a  most  infallible  cure. 

Sold  by  REDDING  ^  CO.,  8  State  et. 

QCf^  Price  25  cents  psr  box. 


THfi 

Three  Creat  Speeches 

«)IV 

Price  12  1-2  CetitHtach.    Gii-KisiitDiscouist 

to  i  liib'. 

DA.5riEJ    \VE«STEa»S, 

HSRACK  M>  N.V'^, 

\W    r;.   StaWARt   'S, 
Bach  in  a  neat  Pamphlet.    A(!dr<>ss 

BBWDiJVG  &  CO  ,  Publishers 


B  o.  198  Wasliiii|foia  it , 


ly   in   these  commodities   vvarrants  this  asser- 
tion. 

J5"  Tin  Cans,  holiling  4  Tiounrls,  25  cents 
for  the  can,  and  a  very  servii-eable  ariic/e  for  the 
house,  can  be  safely  sf  nt  hy  express  ;  or,  if  or. 
dered,  in  chests  o{  2,  4,6,  and  10  pounds,  the 
cbeet  free. 


View  rf  Wasbiii^tfn  stree',  Boston,  loflcin?  towards 
the  Old  South  Churrh,  (the  s:tme  church  which  waa 
u-:eit  iH  ihe  war  cf  1776,by  ihe  British  troops,  as  a 
Eldiug  School.) 

{See    Vi  cw    ab  o  v  e  ,) 

BOSTON, 

Comprises  the  whole  premices,  No.  198 
WashJns;ton  street,  occupying  eleven  rooms  in 
all,  and  employing  twelve  Clerks  and  Portert, 
Including  a  Naiive  Chin;mian.  who  has  the  gene- 
ral superintendence  of  the  Packing  Dep  irtment, 
and  the  filling  of  orders.  Ii  should  he  borne  in 
miud,  that  thi"  Company  deal  exclusively  in  Tea, 
Coffee  and  Chocolate,  and,  probably,  no  Store 
in  the  United  States  presents  a  larger  variety  of 

^reen  and  Black  Teas^ 

Which  are  offerod  at  the 
LOWEST P RICE "i.  WHOLESALE  AND 
RETAIL. 

They  have  also  some  packages  of  very  fine 
choice  SoHchong  and  Gunpowder  Tea,  oi  high 
cost,  and  of  most  exquisite  flavor. 

C  oflTee 

Of  every  description,  raw,  roasted,  and 
^onnd,  in  bags,  boxes  or  canisters,  and  the  very 
convenient  size  o(  ten  pound  bags,  suitable  for 
families,  which  can  be  sent  by  express  or  Rail- 
road, vfithoiit  damage. 

Branch  stores, 

No.  78  Honover  Street,  near  the  Depot  of  the 
Maine  and  Lowell  Railroads. 

No.  68  Beach  Street,  nf'ar  the  Worcester, 
Western,  and  Old  Colony  D^po's. 

Orders,  accompanitd  wi  h  the  money,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Proprietors  of  ihe  C  T.  Co., 
sent  by  ms^il,  will  hnv^"  immediate  attention, 
and  parties  can  rely  Oii  hivinj  the  best  article 
for  the  monev,  senerailv  a  little  iow^r  than  can 
be  tound  elsewhere.    Their  dealing  exclusive- 


EVERY    MAN. 

IN     T,HB 

FEW  EMGLA^^D  STATES 

SHOULD  HAVE  A  GOOD  MAP  OF  HIS 

O  WN  STATE  IS  HIS  POSSESSION. 

It    is  asefid  for  reference,  when  reading,  when 

travelling,  and  for  his  fimily. 

SUCH  A  MAP  IS  GOIiD  I  H  WAIT'  I 

RAII^ROA©  MAP 

OF 

Ke^svIiliBglaiid,  Canada^  and 
JE  aster  M  n  ew  "Fork , 


This  Map  is  the  largest,  most  correct,  and 
reliable  Map  of  the  Railroads  in  (he  New  Eng- 
land States,  &c.,  ever  publi.'^hed.  It  was  pro- 
jected and  engraved  by  Mr.  Goldthwait,  to  ac- 
company the  Legislrtti\e  Railroad  Reports  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  Wound  vp  with  their  re- 
ports for  tl.'e  year  1S48.  Since  which,  at  this 
date,  April  1,  1850,  and  up  to  this  date,  the 
publishers  have  added  all  the  new  routes,  char 
tared,  and  on  which  trains  are  running,  whkh 
are  distinctly  designated  Aside  from  the  valu- 
able Railroad  information,  it  forms  an  excellent 
map  for  reference.  Every  town  in  the  New 
England  States  is  carefully  marked  otjt,  and  oh 
such  a  scale  as  renders  it  comprehensive  to  all. 
The  size  of  the  Map  is  22  by  27  inches,  and 
beautifully  colored.  The  price  is  87  cents  on 
sheets,  62  cents  in  pocket  form,  and  $1,00 
mounted  on  rollers,  colored  by  counties  and  var- 
nished. Individuals  ean  have  single  copies  sent 
them,  by  enclosing  tlie  nione)  by  mail.  The 
Trade  supplied  at  nsunl  discount  to  travelling 
a<renis.  Excellent  ter.ns  ;ire  offered. 
°  Address  REDDING  &  CO.,  Pnblishers, 
No.  8  State  streat,  Boston. 


/mmm.,. 


Dr.  George  Perkmut  as  he  last  appeared  walking  Ihe'^txeets  of  Boston. 


13 
\0 


V 


